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T —— This book examines narrative research from a range of different
perspectives. It discusses international and comparative
experiences of doing narrative research on learning, paying
particular attention to the cultural contexts within which the
research is conducted.

Narrative
Research
on Learning

The ways in which narrative research can address some of the
methodological and epistemological issues faced in conducting
insightful and systematic research across cultures are also
included.

a The book’s approach is essentially an integrated one, exploring

narrative as methodology in both theoretical and practical

terms. It also emphasises the ethical issues that need to be considered by

researchers engaged in this form of enquiry, particularly where cultural and religious
contexts have a significant impact on research.

The first section of the book considers different perspectives on narrative as
methodology, including its value in particular cultural contexts.

The second section provides readers with international and comparative perspectives
on the practical application of narrative methodology in a wide range of arenas
worldwide. This combination of methodological issues with practical examples
provides opportunities to examine how narrative as a methodology is applied in a
range of ‘real world’ situations.

This original and imaginative volume bridges the professional and intellectual
cultures and traditions of comparative and international education with those of
counselling to show the rich benefits of such cross-fertilisation. It will be of interest
to researchers in education and across the social sciences as well as those involved in
teaching research methodology and those concerned with the complex ethical issues
inherent in cross-cultural research.

236



Contents

Sheila Trahar. Introduction. The Contribution of Narrative Research to Comparative
and International Education: an editor’s story NARRATIVE AS METHODOLOGY

Martin Cortazzi & Lixian Jin. Asking Questions, Sharing Stories and Identity
Construction: sociocultural issues in narrative research

Christine Fox. Stories within Stories: dissolving the boundaries in narrative research
and analysis

Sue Watson. The Stories People Tell: teaching narrative research methodology in
New Zealand

Kim Etherington. Reflexivity: using our ‘selves’ in narrative research

Nell Bridges. Learning and Change through a Narrative PhD: a personal narrative in
progress STORIES OF LEARNING IN COMPARATIVE AND INTERNATIONAL
RESEARCH

Angeline M. Barrett. African Teacher Narratives in Comparative Research

George M.P. Bailey. Curriculum Narratives: the global dimension compared
Elizabeth McNess. Conversations across Cultures: the narrative construction of the
primary class teacher in England and Denmark

Beth Cross. Embedded Narratives, Negotiated Identities and the Complexity of
Learning Landscapes in Upper Primary Classrooms in Scotland and Jamaica

Richard Kiely. 'In Fact I Can’t Really Lose’: Laure’s struggle to become an academic
writer in a British university

Sheila Trahar. A Part of the Landscape: the practitioner researcher as narrative
inquirer in an international higher education community

Sue Webb. Learning from Elsewhere: ethical issues in a planned piece of narrative
research in New Zealand

Tim Bond & Dione Mifsud. Narrative Conversation between Cultures: a novel
approach to addressing an ethical concern

Jane Speedy. The Gulbarrian College Gargoyles and the Narrative Gaze: landscapes
of the future, imaginative learning and researcher identity

Sheila Trahar. Postscript

237



