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The Introduction of Ruins of African Arab Poetry (The Example of West Africa)

Abstract: Ancient Arabic poetry was characterized by an artistic phenomenon called standing
on the ruins, and it spread strikingly to the point that it became the kiss of the eyes of writers
and critics in the fields of Arabic literature. And the Arabic poetry loaned by writers of West
Africa, in which the primitive precedents emerged tall. The African poet stood over the ruins
of his beloved, the remains of her homes, and wept, evoking memories from this standpoint,
this work seeks to monitor the precedents of the tales contained in the poetry of this region
by presenting some examples from it and to know its features, manifestations, and meanings
in this poetry. And the explanation of the psychological and social reasons that the poets of
the region summed up in their emotional experiences, which were reflected in their primitive
introductions. The importance of this research is because it is one of the studies that help to
know writers of West Africa, and the extent of their interest in Arabic language sciences, es-
pecially the art of poetry. It also reveals the extent of their mastery and their ability to com-
pose poetry in Classical Arabic. About the research limits, the study was limited spatially to
the West African region (Mali, Guinea, Senegal, Nigeria, and Gambia) and from the time per-
spective of the poets of the nineteenth century. I have relied in this research on the descrip-
tive-analytical method, which aims to collect poems related to the topic of ruins in West Afri-
can poetry, and then analyze them by explaining their significance and characteristics.
Through the analytical reading of selected models of Arab-African poetry, this study con-
cluded that the poetry of al-Atlal in the West African region has contained many traditional
formulas inherited from the beginning of the preludes. Such as “calall ¢l " 5258 1 5", and
“dsihkl) 4al”, asking questions about the home, and speaking to it in the manner of calling, sa-
luting, and others. It was found that the poets of the region, in addition to their adherence to
the inherited method in the formative form represented in the initiation formulas, began to
replace them with formulas of a religious nature such as the initiation with the basmalah and
praise of God and then prayer and greetings to His Messenger, before embarking on the heart
of the subject. They also replaced standing on ruins with real things that fit their culture and
environment, such as standing on shrines and on the sea. They also left mentioning the names
mentioned in pre-Islamic Arabic poetry from Suad, Hind, Mayya, Layla, etc., and replaced
them with names from the women of their social environment, such as Zainab, Maryam, Eve,
and others. Noticeable that the general meanings found in the al-Atlal preludes, such as men-
tioning standing on the house, or asking about it, or mentioning the name of the owner of the
house or someone acting on his behalf, or the place of the house or the time of the parking, or
the animals that left its family, or the eternity of rain and wind, or Addressing her, asking her,
greeting her, or praying for her, and other different meanings mentioned by critics such as Al-
Amidi are all found in West African poetry. Noted through this study that the introductions
may differ in terms of the number of poetic verses, but these verses are often few. Poets make
itan indispensable prelude, to reach their goals. It is also worth noting that it is not necessary
that the poets of the region who sang this type of poetry have lived the experience or left them
by their girlfriends, but it is an artistic tradition that has found acceptance among many poets.
Evident through the study that these introductions in Arabic poetry from West Africa came
to represent a response to the creative need of poets, and a reason to develop their poetic
talent. It is a necessary artistic style of the poetic supplies.

Keywords: Arabic Literature, West Africa, Poetry, Introduction, the Ruins.

Afrika Arap Siirinde Mukaddime Talaliyye (Bat1 Afrika Ornegi)

Oz: Eski Arap siiri, Atlal gé¢ edilen yurt veya sevgiliden geride kalan kalintilarolarak adlandi-
rilan sanatsal bir olgu ile belirginlesmis olup Arap edebiyati alanlarindaki yazarlar ve elestir-
menlerin ilgisini cekecek kadar ¢arpici bir sekilde yayilmistir. Bu olgu, Bati Afrika sairleri ta-
rafindan yazilan Arap siirlerde de bariz olmustur. Zira Afrikal sair, ge¢miste yasadig1 degerli
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hatira ve anilar1 hatirlatarak aglayip sevgilisinin atlalleri ve onun evlerinin kalintilarinin tize-
rinde durmustur. Bu itibarla ¢alismam, bu bélgenin siirinde yer alan emsal kaside mukaddi-
meleri, drnekler sunarak bu siirdeki 6zelliklerini, tezahiirlerini ve anlamlarini 6grenmeyi
amaclamaktadir. Ayni sekilde bolge sairlerinin ilkel tanitimlarina yansiyan duygusal dene-
yimlerinde dzetledikleri psikolojik ve sosyal nedenlerin agiklamaya hedeflemektedir. Bu
arastirmanin onemi, Bati1 Afrika edebiyatcilarini tanimaya yardimci olan ¢alismalardan biri
olmasi, Arap dili ve ilimlerine, 6zellikle siir sanatina ne dlgiide ilgili olduklarin1 gostermekte-
dir. Bununla birlikte, klasik Arapca siir yazma becerilerini ve kabiliyetlerini de ortaya koy-
maktadir. Aragtirmanin sinirlarina gelince, mekansal olarak Bat1 Afrika boélgesiyle (Mali, Gine,
Senegal, Nijerya, Gambiya) ve zamansal olarak ise on dokuzuncu yiizyilin sairleriyle sinirhdir.
Arastirmada Bat1 Afrika Arap siirindeki atlal konusuyla ilgili kasideleri toplamak, 6nemini ve
ozelliklerini agiklayip tahlil etmek icin betimsel analitik yontemini kullanildi. Yapilan bu aras-
tirma sonucunda bir takim bilimsel sonugclara ve bulgulara ulasilmistir. Bunlarin en dnemli-
leri ve 6ne ¢ikanlari su sekilde siralayabiliriz: Afrika Arap siirinden se¢mis oldugumuz siir
orneklerinin degerlendirilmesi sonucunda, Bat1 Afrika Arap siirleri, klasik edebiyatinda bili-
nen “I58 7, “Igage”, “ calill el 7 ve “ Jollall oal 7 gibi geleneksel atlal siir kaliplarim igerdigi de
tespit edilmistir. Bat1 Afrika sairlerinin klasik Arap kasidesinin girizgahi ve usule bagh kal-
malarinin yani sira, bazilari onun yerine konunun 6ziine girmeden 6nce besmele ile, Allah"
0vme ve peygamberimize salavat getirme gibi dini nitelikli kaliplar1 kullanmak suretiyle ka-
sidelerinin girizgahini olusturduklarini saplanmistir. Bat1 Afrika sairleri, sevgilinin terk ettigi
diyardaki kalintilar tizerinde durmak yerine; Kkiiltiirlerine uygun tiirbe ve deniz gibi yerleri
tizerinde durmayi tercih etmislerdir. Ayrica Cahiliye donemindeki siirinde gecen Suad, Hind,
Mayya, Leyla vb. gibi isimleri de birakarak yerlerine; Zeynep, Meryem ve Havva gibi kendi
sosyal cevrelerinde 6ne ¢ikan bayan isimlerini kullanmay1 uygun gérmiislerdir. Boylece siir-
lerinde bu anlamda yenilikler yasandig1 séylemek miimkiindiir. el-Amid1i gibi Edebiyat eles-
tirmenlerin bahsettigi mukaddime talaliyye’nin farkli anlamlari, sevgilinin terk ettigi diyar-
daki kalintilar tizerinde durmak, hakkinda soru sormak, sevgilinin adi, oturdugu diyar1 ve onu
cevreleyen yerler, sairin durdugu vakti, terkedilen yeri hayvanalar, yagmur ve riizgar tarafin-
dan tahrip edilmesi, sair terkedilen eve hitap edip onunla konusmak ve ona soru sorup sor-
guya cekmek, ona selam vermek ve dua etmek ve benzer anlamlar Bati Afrika sairlerinin Atlal
siirlerinde de bulunmaktadir. Bahsi gecen bu mukaddimeler beyit sayis1 bakimindan farklilik
gosterebilecegi, ancak bu beyitler genellikle az sayida oldugu bu ¢alismadan anlasilmaktadir.
Sairler, amaglarina ulasmak i¢in bu mukaddimeler vazgecilmez bir giris olarak gérmektedir-
ler. Ayrica, atlal siiri sdyleyen bolge sairleri durumu yasadiklarini ya da sevdikleri tarafindan
terk edilmeleri sart degil, ancak atlal siiri bircok sair arasinda kabul gormiis bir sanat gelene-
gidir. Bu calisma araciligiyla Bat1 Afrika Arap siirindeki mukaddime talaliye, sairlerin yarati-
cilik ihtiyacina bir yanit ve onlarin siirsel yeteneklerini gelistirmek i¢in bir gerekce temsil et-
tigi da acike¢a gorilmektedir. Son olarak mukaddime talaliye sairlerin siirsel malzemeleri i¢in
gerekli bir sanatsal tislubu oldugunu da sdylenebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap edebiyati, Bat1 Afrika, siir, Matla’, Atlal.
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