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-ABSTRACT-
Bediuzzaman’s Works as a Model For Presenting Islam to the West

Stikran Vahide

Translated from Turkish to Arabic by: Orhan Mohammed Ali

The Risale-i Nur educates its reader and trains him to contemplate on
the universe in the light of the Qur'an, the final divine revelation. At the
same time it demonstrates the impossibility of the conceptual
foundations of materialist philosophy, such as accident, compulsive
nature and self- sufficiency. Moreover, it proves the superficiality of this
vision. It refutes the materialistic interpretation of the universe, science
and life. Nursi has been able through his letters to open a bright window
towards the knowledge of God. This way, his writings are distinguished
from other works. Moreover, it presents the most complicated
philosophical aspects in an easy and understandable manner. The
Risale-i Nur teaches western and contemporary people the truths of
Islam and its deep understanding of the universe, life, man and science.
It covers the methodological knowledge that emanates from revelation
through its dimensions and wvarious fields (faith, worship, and
purification). The Risale-i Nur presents to man knowledge and insights in
order for him to recover from the cycle of accelerated life which drifts
him away from his humanity. The Risale-i Nur is characterized by its soft
and convincing style, especially when it provides education of the facts
of Islam to the West. We can say that the approach of the Risale-i Nur
has presented the best model to introduce and explain Islam to the West.
Thus, the Risale-i Nur offered Islam and Qur'an by unmatched services.
It was able to achieve that aim through its interpretation of the Qur'an in
which it proves that Islam is the religion of reason and the source of real
civilization. Said Nursi has proved that all humanitarian perfections,
advancements and happiness are to be found in belief in God, and in
admittance to God's Unity and in Islam - which represents the absolute
slavery to God and the most exalted religion.

Key Words: Risale-i Nur, Materialism, Modernity, Civilization, Reason.
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