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THE SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE OF THE PERSIAN NOMINAL COMPLEMENT
STRUCTURE

Abstract

Persian has two types of complement clause (nominal and verbal complement clauses).
They are syntactic constituents and cannot be omitted. In this article we show they have
different properties in some aspects. One major class of potential complications was raised
by structural position of clausal complements. Bare complementizer phrase (CP) argument
is in the right of the verb while complementizer phrase (CP) embedded determiner phrase
(DP) argument is preverbally base generated. Heads can be marked as definite by

accompanying definite article. The occasional head noun ellipsis occurs when there is a
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determiner “in” in the main clause. In this article the topicalization of complement clause,

topicalizing a constituent from complement clause, appearance of both topic marker (ra)
and case marker (ra), and two kind of pronominal enclitic one of which is base generated
and the other is the copy of the moved constituent will be considered. All this shows that
patterns of complement clauses vary greatly in Persian and many internal and external
factors may play roles in the movement of clause. This study relies on data analysis and
investigates the relation between information structure and grammatical relations in some
detail and shows how topicality, focus interacts with other constraints. Finally we show
that Following the sov word order, the base generated position of nominal complement is

an argument position before verb which can be changed by movement operations.

Keywords: Persian language, nominal complement clause, syntax, topicalization, case

marker.

FARSCA ISIMSEL YAN CUMLENIN SOZDIiZIMSEL YAPISI

Oz

Farscamin tiimleg yapisi isim ve fiil tiimleci olmak fiizere iki tiirden olusur. Her ikisi de
ciimlenin olmazsa olmaz dgeleridir. Farkli yan ciimlelerin tiiremis yapiya sahip olmast
sebebiyle isim olan yan ciimle, temel ciimledeki fiilden 6nce gelir ve her zaman bir
ciimlede e (gl « S8 (gl canild oyl Cdis ) . gibi yapuart kendisine baglar. Bir bagka
ifadeyle bu yapilar isim olan yan ciimlenin basinda bulunurlar ve yan ciimleyi isim
yaparlar. Boylece isim olan yan ciimle de temel ciimlenin éznesi ya da nesnesi
gorevindedir. Bu makalede isim gorevinde olan yan ciimlenin fiilden sonra gelmesi
gerektigi, hem nesne belirteci hem de dzne belirtici olan “ra”nin (L) tiirleri, asu zamir ve
gizli zamir gibi hususlar izerinde durulmustur. Ayrica isim gorevinde bulunan yan

ciimlenin temel ciimledeki gorevinin, fiilden once nasi degisebilecegi gosterilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Farsca, isimsel yan tiimce, disa kaydirma kurali, sézdizim, nesne

belirtici.
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(13) a. It is obvious that Fred is crazy.(<abu )
b. That Fred is crazy is obvious.

Gy () gind das Ladad daa L alaila ol 4l 2S00 &S a0 5l IS el olSila )3 (o) 2

(e ynd) Gl o2l edly L (V0) 5 (VF) sladlia o "unlikely" 5 "seem" sladad L aliwe () a3 o

.(465 :2000
(14) a. It seems [that [John is intelligent]].[59]
b.*[that [John is intelligent]] seems
(15) a. [That [John is intelligent]] is unlikely.[60]
b. It is unlikely cp [That tp [John is intelligent]]
13 predicative
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14 EpP (Extended Projection Principle)
15 Functional head constraint
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'8 rightward movement/extrapositon
7 split spellout/ discontinuous spellout
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