iKi TOPLUM ARASINDA DINDARLIK FARKINI ETKILEYEN FAKTORLER:
ISTANBUL UNIVERSITESI VE URDUN UNIVERSITESI OGRENCILERI
ARASINDA KARSILASTIRMALI BiR INCELEME

FACTORS INFLUENCING THE DIFFERENCE IN RELIGIOSITY BETWEEN TWO
COMMUNITIES: A COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN STUDENTS OF ISTANBUL
UNIVERSITY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN

e O ) M) (3 358 el

Hamza FERHAN
Dr., TRT Arabi- Quality and Assurance
hamzah f@hotmail.com, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0858-9107

Makale Bilgisi / Article Information
Makale Tiirir / Article Types: Aragtirma Makalesi / Research Article
Gelig Tarihi / Received: 09 Nisan 2021/ 09 April 2021
Kabul Tarihi / Accepted: 31 Mayts 2021 /31 May 2021
Yayin Tarihi / Published: 25 Temmuz 2021 / 25 July 2021
Yayin Sezonu / Pub Date Season: Temmuz-Giiz/ July — Autumn 2021
Cilt / Volume: 7, Say1 / Issue: 2, Sayfa / Pages: 990-1010.

Cite as / Atf: Ferhan, Hamza. “Tki Toplum Arasinda Dindarltk Farkini Etkileyen Faktorler:
Istanbul Universitesi ve Urdiin Universitesi Ogrencileri Arasinda Karsilastirmalt Bir Inceleme
[Factors Influencing the Difference in Religiosity Between Two Communities: A
Comparative Study Between Students of Istanbul University and the University of Jordan]”.
Thya Uluslararasi Islam Arastirmalart Dergisi- Thya International of Islamic Studies 7/2
(Temmuz/July 2021), 990-1010.

Plagiarism / Intihal: This article has been reviewed by at least two referees and scanned via
a plagiarism software. / Bu makale, en az iki hakem tarafindan incelendi ve intihal icermedigi
teyit edildi.

Etik Beyan / Ethical Statement:

Bu calismanin hazirlanma stirecinde bilimsel ve etik ilkelere uyuldugu ve yararlanilan tim
calismalarin kaynakcada belirtildigi beyan olunur / It is declared that scientific and ethical principles
have been followed while carrying out and writing this study and that all the sources used have been

properly cited.

* dnals 8 ol Wil i " la o Jpridans] 6 Dealad] Ul il SLealt' ) sing Caalill 31 5 60 Al (g Alise ANl o3
2020 ple LS 55 b L Aae b Sl cpall aas


mailto:hamzah_f@hotmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0858-9107

Thya Uluslararast Islam Aragtirmalart Dergisi
Thya International Journal of Islamic Studies

Cilt: 7 Say1: 2 Giiz 2021
Volume: 7 Issue: 2 Autumn 2021

http:

Oz

Elimizdeki calisma, Tiirkiye ve Urdiin olmak tizere cografyast farkli ve din konusunda fikir
birligine varan iki ilkeden secilmis iki 6rnek tizerinden dindarligs etkileyen faktorlere 1g1k tutmays
amaclamaktadir. Hedef kitle Urdiin Universitesi ve Istanbul Universitesindeki 6grenciler olarak
belirlenmistir. Arastirmact 6grencilerden veri toplamak icin iki 6rnege uygun, modern sosyoloji
literatiirinde yer alan inang, ibadet, aktarim, bilgi ve duygu gibi bes dindarlik boyutundan olusan
37 paragraflik bir anket hazirlamustir. Anket, hem tniversitelerden hem de farkli disiplinlerden
1055 Sgrenciye 6rneklem tizerinden 2018 yilinin ikinci yariyilinda uygulanmistir. Bu makalenin
odak noktast, iki 6rneklem arasinda farkli sonuglarin ortaya c¢ikmasini etkiledigini gdsteren
doktora tezindeki sonuglarin gosterdigi temel yapisal faktérler olmustur. Bu faktorlerden en
onemlisi siyasi, yasama ve egitim kurumlaridir. Bu faktérlere ayrica Batih modernlesme olgusu
ve son olarak da dil, adetler ve 6rfler dahildir. Arastirma sonuglarimiz, iizerinde durulan yapisal
faktorlerin degisen kosullarna gore sonuclarin degistiginden emin olmak icin Istanbul ve
Ankara'daki tniversite 6grencilerine uygulanan 6nceki arastirma sonuglariyla karsilagtirildi.
Anahtar kelimeler: Dindarlik, Dini Hayat, Dindarligi Etkileyen Faktérler, Universite
Ogrencileri, Genglik, Modernlesme

Abstract

The study aims to shed some light on the factors affecting religiosity, study was performed on
two samples from two countries, the selected countries are varied geographically, however, they
have the same religion, namely Turkey and Jordan. The targeted study group was university
students. Students were selected Istanbul University and the University of Jordan. A
questionnaire containing 37 paragraphs that would fit both samples were distributed to the
students for data collection, the questionnaire questions were divided into five dimensions of
religiosity which are famous in modern sociology literature, namely: belief, worship, transactions,
knowledge and emotion. The questionnaire was filled by 1055 students from both universities
from different majors, sample cluster method was used for data analysis, during the second
semester of the academic year of 2018. The focus of this study was the main result which were
thoroughly discussed on a PhD dissertation. The obtained result analysis shows a significant
difference between the two study samples. Several factors were shown to induce differences, the
major factors were political, legislative and educational institution. Other influencing factors are
phenomenon of Western modernity, language, customs and habits. The research results were
compared with other research results which were applied to university students in Istanbul and
Ankara to shows that the results would change by changing conditions of the structural factors
under focus.

Key words: Religiosity, Religious Life, Factors Affecting Religiosity, University Students, Youth,
Modernization.
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Extended Abstract
This study is an extract from the PhD thesis of the researcher who has successfully passed the
discussion at Necmettin Erbakan University recently. And the primary goal for doctoral thesis is to
provide a description of religious life through two samples selected from two societies different in
geography and agreeing in religion, namely the Turkish and Jordanian societies. Students from the
university of Istanbul and Jordanian university were chosen as sample for the thesis. The two chosen
universities chosen represent the greatest diversity among universities in both countries and contain
models from all classes of society. In order to collect data from the students, the researcher drafted
a questionnaire containing 37 paragraphs that fit the two samples in Arabic and Turkish, and is
divided into the five dimensions of religiosity that are famous in the literature of modern sociology,
namely: belief, worship, transactions, knowledge and emotion, and it was applied to 1055 students
from both universities and from different scientific and humanities majors through the cluster
sample, during the second semester in 2018. The students of the University of Jordan scored high
marks compared to the students of Istanbul University in most of the issues, and the fact that these
differences are statistically significant is the most important results of the questionnaire in general.
In this article, we will focus on the most important factors affecting the difference in religiosity
between the two selected samples. And based on the structural theory that assumes that societal
structures influence the thoughts and actions of individuals significantly, this study aimed to shed
light on these community structures, which are the basic institutions upon which society is based.
And through the extrapolation of the modern history of the two societies in this study, we found
that the biggest difference between the institutions in these two societies lies in the political and
educational institutions, as they had a negative impact on the religiosity in Turkish society in previous
modern times, according to the ideology that ruled the country until recently, and that the demise of
this Ideology in recent years was parallel with the gradual occurrence of positive effects on religiosity,
and this was deduced through the research conducted on the religiosity of students in Istanbul and
Ankara over the past half-century and compared to the results of this research. Through the results
of this research, we concluded that the intersection of politics with religion had the biggest difference
between the Turkish sample and the Jordanian sample, as the effect of politics on religion had a
negative impact on the religiosity of Turkish students and their views compared to their counterparts
from the University of Jordan. This is like asking students about their opinion of governing the
country according to Islamic law, or taking into account the religiosity of a political candidate when
voting for him in the elections.
After the institutions, the focus was on the most important phenomena that affect the religiosity of
individuals, and the most important of these phenomena is the phenomenon of Western modernity
that has affected all parts of the world and its impact appears with the progress of time. Through the
numbers that indicate the levels of modernization in the two countries, whether in the economic,
health, or other fields, there is no doubt that Turkey is progressing in stages over Jordan in the
modernization levels. Accordingly, Turkey's progress over Jordan in the field of modernization, and
the emergence of differences between the two samples in religiosity in favor of the Jordanian sample,
corresponds to the prevailing assumption in sociology that indicates a negative relationship between
modernity and religiosity. A big difference appeared between the two samples when they were asked
about issues that show the influence of modernity, such as the woman’s freedom to dress, the
woman’s obedience to her husband, the woman’s work outside the house, and the pure heart being
satisfied with the issue of religiosity and that there is no need for worship.
Finally, the difference in language and customs between the two countries also had effects on the
religiosity of the two samples. This is because the language has a close connection with the Islamic
religion in that the Noble Qur’an is read in the Arabic language, and reading it and understanding its
meanings is easier for Arabs compared to other peoples. This must affect the dimension of worship,
and also on the cognitive dimension. Also, habits have an effect on religiosity. An example from this
research is that customs in the countries of the Middle East allow males to commit some offenses,
such as drinking alcohol, to an extent that is not allowed for females. This is what appeared in this
research, because the proportion of males who drink alcohol is greater than females, and the
difference between the sexes is statistically significant.
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From this we conclude that the most important results reached in this article are that the difference
in political legislation, the difference in the laws of the existing institutions between the two countries,
and the difference in the level of modernity are among the most important factors that helped the
different results of the two samples. And the next level of differences come from the language, and
the customs.
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