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The Perception of Innovation (Bid‘at) of Imam Birgivi’s and
His Attitude Towards Innovations

Abstract: Allah (s.w.t.) has sent down the Qur’an as a source of the true path for people
with respect to all matters pertaining to the world and the timeless existence, and has
assigned the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) to explain the Qur’an and implement its pro-
visions. Therefore, the explanations and the implementations of our Prophet constitute
the sunnah. Hence, the sunnah is an indispensable and extremely significant source of
Islam from the aspect of the Qur’an. Almighty Allah has commanded true believers to
refer and adhere to sunnah along with the Qur'an by emphasizing the significance of
it in many versicles of the Qur’an. Imam Birgivi, compiled more than fifty studies in al-
most entire subject of Islamic sciences, mostly in Arabic. He was one of the most famous
scholars of the Ottoman Empire during the 14th century. Imam Birgivi states in his
works that the way to bring happiness and reach peace in the world and the timeless ex-
istence can only be achieved by following the Qur’an and the Sunna. Birgivi, on the one
hand, tried to base his entire arguments with respect to religious issues on the Qur’an
and the sunnah, on the other hand, placed emphasis on to the words of predecessors
of Islam, Because his companions (al-Sahabah), their successors (the Tabi‘lin) were the
ones who knew the sunnah best, therefore adhering to the sunnah could be achieved
by following them. Thus, Birgivi’s strong devotion to the sunnah increased his struggle
against innovations. Yet, the most prominent characteristics of Birgivi was his inabil-
ity to tolerate mistakes regarding religious matters and tried to correct these mistakes
within the framework of “al-amr bi-l-ma‘rif wa-n-nahy ‘ani-l-munkar”. Birgivi, whose
only desire was to maintain his life within the standards of the Qur’an and the sunnah,
determined many wrong practices that became prevalent in the society he lived in con-
trary to the Qur’an and the sunnah and qualified them as innovations and made every
effort to correct these practices. Birgivi reflected his activities of “reviving the sunnah’s
and destroying the innovations” in the period in which he lived through said efforts.
Birgivi, who considered the things that had appeared as a decrease or increase in the
issues of belief and practice after our Prophet Mohammad and Hulefa-i Rasidin, (the 4
Khalifah) as innovations, did not acknowledge the things brought up later on matters
related to customs and traditions which were not contrary to the shari‘ah (religious
law), as innovations, since they were not related to religion. Birgivi also shed light on
the confusions regarding the relationship between sunnah and innovation and helped
to resolve this confusion through said perception. Birgivi’s sensitivity about sunnah, his
efforts to defend sunnah in every field, his attitude against innovations and his struggle
against innovations have been compared to Ibn Taymiyyah’s attitude on this issue and
it has been argued that Birgivi was influenced by Ibn Taymiyyah. In fact, although said
attitudes of Birgivi were similar to those of Ibn Taymiyyah, they were not the same
and the conclusions drawn by both were considerably different. This article is about
Imam Birgivi’s attitude towards innovations and superstitions. We have tried to explain
Birgivi’s attitude towards innovations from various aspects through this article which
were compiled from the tracts and books risen to prominence both in Turkey and in Is-
lamic countries. This valuable scholar, who influenced his period and after through his
wisdom, perception, asceticism and piousness (tagwa), his sensitivity towards religion
and advising people, focused mostly on studies regarding the explanation of the true
Islam and the clarifying the confusions related to the innovations and superstitions at-
tributed to the religion and attached special importance to the issue of innovations.

Keywords: Kalam, Sunnah, Bid‘ah, Islam, Birgivi
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Im4m Birgivi’nin Bid‘at Anlayig1 ve Bid‘atlere Karg1 Tavr1

Oz: Allah Teala Kur’an-1 Kerim'i diinya ve ahirete ait biitiin konularda insanlar igin
bir hidiyet kaynag1 olarak indirmis, Peygamber Efendimiz’i (s.a.v.) de Kur’an’r agik-
lamak ve hiikiimlerini uygulamakla gérevlendirmistir. Dolayisiyla Peygamberimizin
aciklama ve uygulamalari siinneti teskil etmektedir. Bu yiizden Kur’an-1 Kerim agi-
sindan siinnet, {slam dininin vazgecilmesi miimkiin olmayan fevkalade énemli bir
kaynagidir. Yiice Allah bir¢ok 4yet-i kerimede siinnetin 6nemine vurgu yaparak mii-
minlerin siinnete bagvurmalarini, Kur’an-1 Kerim’le beraber stinnete de uymalarini
emretmistir. {slami ilimlerin hemen her dalinda, elliyi askin ve cogu da Arapca olmak
{izere bircok eser telif etmis olan imam Birgivi, 14. asir Osmanli Devleti’nin en meshur
alimlerinden birisidir. imam Birgivi eserlerinde, diinya ve ahiretin saadet ve selame-
tine ulasmanin yolunun ancak Kur’an ve siinnete tabi olmakla gerceklesebilecegini
ifade eder. Birgivi, dini konulardaki biitiin goriislerini Kur’an ve siinnete dayandir-
maya calisirken, bir taraftan da Selef-i Salihinin sézlerine de ¢ok ehemmiyet verir.
Clnkii Sahabe ve Tabiin siinneti en iyi bilenlerdir. Dolayisiyla siinnete uymak, onlara
uymak ile gerceklesecektir. Bdylece Birgivi'nin stinnete olan kuvvetli baglhligi onun
bid‘atlerle olan miicadelesini artirmistir. Zira Birgivi’nin en énemli 6zelligi, dini konu-
larda yanlisliklara tahammiil edememesi ve bu yanlisliklar: “emr-i bil-mar(f, nehy-i
‘anil-miinker” cercevesinde diizeltmeye calismasidir. Yegine arzusu, Kur’an ve siinnet
dlctileri igerisinde yasamak olan Birgivi, yasadig1 toplumda yaygin hale gelen pek ¢ok
yanlis uygulamay1 Kur’an ve stinnete aykir1 bulup bunlar: bid‘at olarak nitelendirmis
ve bu uygulamalarin diizeltilmesi i¢in biitiin gayretini sarf etmistir. Bu miicadelesiyle
Birgivi, “siinnetleri ihya, bid‘atleri yok etme” faaliyetlerini yasadig1 doneme aksettir-
mistir. Peygamberimizden ve Hulefa-i Rasidinden sonra, itikadi ve ameli konularda
eksiltme veya artirma niteliginde ortaya ¢ikan seyleri bid‘at olarak kabul eden Birgivi,
seriata aykiri olmayan orf ve adetler ile ilgili konularda sonradan icat edilen seyleri
din ile alakali olmadig) icin bid‘at olarak gormemistir. Bu anlayisiyla Birgivi, stinnet-
bid‘at iliskisiyle ilgili karisikliklara da 1s1k tutmus, bu karigikligin ¢éziimlenmesinde
yardimct olmustur. Birgivi'nin stinnet konusundaki hassasiyeti, her alanda stinneti
miidafaasi, bid‘atler karsisindaki tavri ve bid‘atlerle miicadelesi, ibn-i Teymiye'nin
bu konudaki tutumuna benzetilmis ve Birgivi'nin ibn-i Teymiye’den etkilendigi 6ne
stiriilmiistiir. Aslinda Birgivi’nin bu tavirlari, ibn Teymiye'nin tutumu ile benzerlik
gosterse de ayni degildir ve her ikisinin vardiklari neticeler de oldukea farklidir. Bu
makale, imam Birgivi’nin bid‘at ve hurafelere karsi olan tavri hakkindadir. Makalede
Birgivi'nin bid‘atlere karsi olan tutumunu ¢esitli yonleriyle gerek Tiirkiye’de gerekse
islam iilkelerinde biiyiik s6hrete ulasan risale ve kitaplarindan derleyerek aciklamaya
calistik. ilmi, gdriisleri, zithd ve takvasi, dine karsi olan hassasiyeti, insanlara nasihat
etmedeki duyarhiligi ile, yasadig1 ddnemi ve sonrasini etkileyen bu degerli alim, yogun
ilgisini gercek Islam’mn agiklanmasi ve dinin kendisine izafe edilen bid‘at ve hurafe-
lerden temizlenmesi ile ilgili calismalara yoneltmis, bid‘at konusuna 6zel bir 6nem
atfetmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Keldm, Siinnet, Bid‘at, Islam, Birgivi.
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