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Oz

Otobiyografi, kisinin hayatinin tamamini veya bir kisminmi kaleme
almasidir. Yazar Murteda el-imam Akoeyede, “Fi Sebili’I-Mecd”
adli kitabinda Daru’l-"Uliimi’n-Nizadmiyye okulundan Nijerya
islam Universitesi giinlerine kadar otobiyografisini okuyuculara
aktarmaya calismistir. Bu siireg icerisinde Kur’an kiraati, ortaokul,
lise ve Arap Edebiyat1 ve Elestirisi boliimiinde lisans diplomasi
almistir. Bu otobiyografi, Nijerya’da tizerine ¢aligma yapilmamis
son otobiyografilerden bir tanesidir. Aragttrmamiz, sanatsal
unsurlar olarak kabul edilen elestirel olgiiler ve anlati teknikleri
penceresinden “F7 Sebili’l-Mecd” kitabinin otobiyografik teoriyle
ne 6lgiide ortiistiigiini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Buna ek olarak,
kitabin yazarm ¢evresindeki milli ve insani degerleri
gelistirmesindeki roliine de deginilecektir. Calismada takip edilen
metot, tarihsel ve betimleyicidir. Tarihsel yaklasim; Arap
otobiyografi yazini, yazarin hayati ve yazdigi sanatsal otobiyografi
ile hayati arasindaki iligkiyi sunmaktadir. Betimleyici yaklagim ise,
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calismamiz i¢in secilen otobiyografideki fikir, iislup, hayal giicii, duygu ve anlatim teknikleri fenomenlerinin
sanatsal bir analizini ele almaktadir. Caliymamiz neticesinde yazarin, tarihsel siireci ortaya koyma, karakterleri
iretme ve diyaloglari giiclendirme gibi 6lgiilerde basarili oldugu goriilmiistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Unsurlar, Otobiyografi, Arapga, Fi Sebili’l-Mecd, Akoeyed.

Abstract

Autobiography is the story of a person’s life as written by that person covering the whole or some levels of his or
her life. The writer, in his work titled “F7 Sabil al-Majd” tried to tell his autobiography from the days that he spent
with his grandfather and he studied at the Dar Al Uloom Nizamiyya School and later at the Islamic University of
Niger. He had obtained the certificates of the Qur’anic recitation learning, secondary school, high school and
Bachelor degree in Arabic Literature and Criticism. This creative work is one of the newly written autobiographies
which have not been studied based on the researcher’s current knowledge. This paper aimed at analyzing the writer’s
level of conformity to the theory of autobiography writing, in addition to the role he played in the uplift of the nation
via inculcation of values. The study employed historical and descriptive methods. The historical method traced the
origin of the literary development of the art and discussed the biography of the writer for its correlation with the
work. The descriptive approach deals with an artistic analysis of the phenomena of idea, style, imagination, emotion
and narrative techniques in the autobiography selected for study. The study concluded that the writer was excellent
in applying those standards, such as improving his biography, simulating characters, judging his dialogues, and
being creative in his techniques, taking into account the rules of the artistic features, critical devices and presentation
technicalities adhering to those technical elements, except in some aspects that the researcher pointed out and
corrected.

Keywords: Components, Arabic, Autobiography, Fi-Sabil al-Majd, Akoeyed.

Extended Abstract

Autobiography, as a literary art, is a new trend in the Nigerian modern Arabic literature,
as its emergence was from the short stories, novels, diaries and travelogues. It is identified
that the Nigeria Arabic literati started writing the autobiographic books since 1964, before
Murteda Abdusselam wrote his biography in 2006. Many of the autobiographies have been
discussed in some researches as books and projects but without considering their artistic
components and features, as their studies were in line with the rules of the novel genre. The
justification for the study lies in the fact that, not like other previous researches in Nigeria,
this study comprehensively explained the theoretical framework and as the aim of the study,
it was practically followed up for determining the capability of the selected literary work.
The objectives of the study are to determine the level of compliance of the selected work with
the established theory of Arabic autobiography-writing; to assess the factors that influenced
the composition of the selected autobiography, also to analyze its contents, examine the
rhetorical devices employed in its writing and evaluate the writer's style in the use of Arabic
language. The study employed historical and descriptive methods. It is historical in tracing
the origin of the literary and critical development of the art, inquiring into its specific
components and features, discussing the biography of the author and correlating the work
with that biography. The approach is descriptive in unveiling the contents of the selected
autobiography, also in handling the discourse of its artistic components and critical features,
all which are the measures of the thought, emotion, imagination and style. The findings of
this study are that many autobiographies had been published in Nigeria among which the
selected work is a sample for some of the artistic components and features of it is in
accordance with this genre. The work that we studied included his searching for knowledge,
participation in the national youth service, love affairs and relationship with races and tribes,
as his travels to some cities at the llorin Emirate and in Nigeria that he states in his work
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titled “F1 Sebili’l-Mecd”. There are other issues to be discussed in the autobiography and
they include the social, political, economic and religious aspects of life and endeavors for the
sake of uplifting humanity generally. It was identified that the writer complied with the
established theory of autobiography-writing which involves the thematic features like
distinguishing the hero for activities, emotional conflict, imagery, sincerity, extracting future
from the past, in addition to preserving clarity, strength and beauty in Arabic expression. It
was affirmed that the work which we studied showed the level of the writer's capability in
the use of elegant rhetorical devices such as tashbih (simile), isti'arah (metaphor), kinayah
(metonymy), khabar (information), istif-ham (rhetorical question), gasr (brevity), hadhf
(ellipsis) and badi’iyyat (embellishments), which would provide us with contextual and
derivative meanings. It was observed that the style of the autobiography is characterized by
appropriate choice of vocabulary and well constructed sentences which made the work free
from colloquialisms and malapropism. There is also the evidence of good standard of Arabic
used via the rhetorical devices employed and which were enhanced by appropriate adoption
of the logic, philosophy and local elements from some Nigerian cultures and languages
owned by Yoruba, Nupe, Hausa and Fulani in llorin, the capital of Kwara State. The study
concluded that llorin Emirate scholars have contributed to the development of the art of
autobiography by writing books on its themes and outings while Akeyede's work is an
evidence of this fact, as it complied with the established theory to a large extent. It is therefore
recommended that the art of autobiography among the prose types should be given a place it
deserves in the academic curriculum like other Arabic literary themes in the Nigerian higher
institutions. Also, more autobiographies should be written to continue to benefit the Nigerian
society and beyond. It is also suggested that the Arabic autobiographies in Nigeria should be
translated into world languages for wider circulation and especially into English language
which is currently Nigeria’s official language, as that translation will benefit the races for
knowledge and values.
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