GEPHYRA 3 2006 193-200

Fatih ONUR*

SOME LATE ROMAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM SIDE

Abstract: This article presents five late antique inscriptions found in Side in the last few years.
The first inscription concerns the construction of the Arcadian Forum consecrated by a governor.
The second and third inscriptions refer to construction work in the main street, mentioning the name
of apater dvitatis, Georgius. The fourth one was set up in honour of Helena, mother of Constantine
the Great. The last one records donations by Conon and Modestus, two lectors ofa church.

Among the new epigraphic material found during excavation work in the two colonnaded
streets and during the restoration of the theatre there are several inscriptions from the late
Roman period. They can be categorized into three groups: building inscriptions (no. 1°), one
honorific inscription (no. 5) and a donation. Only one inscription commemorating donations
by Conon and Modestus, two lectors of a church, comes from outside the city. It was brought
to the Side Museum from the ruins of Karaevli Mahallesi near the village Tasag§il. These ruins
lie only some 10 km to the east of Aspendos, which suggests that the small settlement be-
longed not to Side but to her rival on the Eurymedon.1

1. Arcadian Forum

A profiled basis found near the Nymphaion during clearing work at the city gate. The in-
scription cannot be reconstructed completely, as the right half of the stone is missing.

H: 1.65 m; L: 0.53 m; D: 0.5 m; LH: 0.06-7 m.

TOV @Opo[v TouTOV?]
2 Apkadi[akdv Tov £]-
TWVL[PoV ToL dea]-
4 motou [tNg oikovpé]-
vng Ap[kadiou,. . . ]
6 Ovikp[iog ?-ca.7- ]
0 Aay. [ave. -ca.7- ]
8 1 aov[----- ca. 10—]
KaBiE[pwaev],

[...] Vicerius, the glorious [governor], dedicated the Arcadian Forum named after
the emperor ofthe inhabited (world) Arcadius, to his [fatherland?].
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The letters are typical of the 5th century: lunar sigma and epsilon; the omega is written in
minuscule; phi, rho and epsilon were carved taller than other letters.

L. 1: Here the Greek word @opoc is used for the Latin “forum™ The restoration tov @dpo[v
toutov] fills the 7-8 letter gap quite satisfactorily.

L. 6: Dated to the mid 2rdcentury AD by Clemens Bosch, an inscription from Ancyra men-
tions a certain Flavius Vicerius Aphrodisius who offered his vows to Isis.2 In our inscription
“Vicerius” may be the name of the governor who consecrated the forum. Perhaps the previous
line contained an abbreviated nomen gentilicum (e.g. Flavius).3

L. 7: 0 Adu(npotatog) [AvB(UMOTOC). .cceenenene 1/ 6 Map(npotatog) [avBumatoc]| Tn av[tol
notpidol]?. An abbreviation mark for Aap(npoétatog) is engraved over the “M”.

The forum was consecrated by a governor who was probably of consular rank (Aaumpo-
tatog). As for the governor’s title, avB0matog seems most convenient, as its number of letters
exactly fits gap, while the other candidates (kdueg or fyéuwv) are too short. This restoration is
also suitable for the status of the province, which seems to have kept its consular status at
least until the reign of Justinian.4

A similar inscription from the same city area in Side reads: T0v @6pov Tov ApKd|d10KOV TOV
€MV|uov Tou deoTdTOU | TNG oikoup(évng). However, the inscription was presented by Bosch
as unfinished.5 Johannes Nolle, referring to the construction of the Arcadian Forum in Con-
stantinople after the suppression of the Gainas uprising in 400/402, suggested that this unfin-

2 E. Bosch, Quellen zur Geschichte der Stadt Ankara im Altertum (Ankara 1967), p. 250, no. 186: kupia
Ta161 IdA(Gouiog) Ovikplog | Agpodeiolog | eLXNG XapIv | Gvéatnoa.

3For Vicrius (Vicerius, Vicirius) s. W. Schulze, Zur Geschichte lateinischer Eigennamen (Berlin 1904), 102.

41In Notitia, which belongs to 5th century, Pamphylia was listed as a consular province under the diocese of
Asiana {Notitia Dignitatum, Or. I); Hierocles 679,1. However, in the meantime, Leo | established several new
military command posts under a comes (Cod. lust. 12.59.10), amongst which were Pisidia, Pamphylia, Lycaonia
and lsauria, possibly established against the wide-ranging Isaurian banditry that threatened the security of the
Taurus regions, see: A. H. M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire 284—602. A Social, Economic and Administra-
tive Survey (Oxford 1964), p. 224; H. Brandt, Gesellschaft und Wirtschaft Pamphyliens und Pisidiens im Alter-
tum (Bonn 1992), pp. 197-198.

5A. M. Mansei - E. Bosch - J. Inan, 1947 Senesi Side Kazilarina Dair Onrapor (Ankara 1951), pp. 46-80
no. 32; J. and L. Robert, Bull. Epigr. 1951, no. 219a; J. Nolle, Side im Altertum. Geschichte und Zeugnisse Il
(Bonn 2001), no. 166.
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ished inscription might have been erected between 402 and 408.6 The present inscription too
belongs to the reign of the eastern emperor Arcadius (AD 3837408). It was set up after 395
when he assumed sole rule of the eastern empire. Perhaps we can date the inscription even
more precisely. In 404 AD Roman forces under the command of Arbazicus beat the Isaurians.
Zosimus7 reports that thanks to the Roman victory the Pamphylians were rescued from the
Isaurians, who used to plunder the Pamphylian Plain from their hiding places in the Taurus
mountain range. Perhaps the forum was built when after the Roman victory the situation in
the area had calmed down.

Both forum inscriptions were discovered in front of the nymphaion near the city gate,
which supports Arif Mifid Mansel’s view that the Arcadian Forum may have been built in the
paved area between the city gate and the nymphaion.8 Consequently, Clive Foss seems to
have been mistaken in his opinion that the unfinished inscription was moved there from some
other place, e.g. the Roman agora near the theatre where he believes the Arcadian Forum

was. K

2. Georgius, a pater civitatis

Profiled white marble column-base erected in front of a Byzantine workshop on the south
side of the main street, some 75 m west of the Grand Gate, now in the garden of the Side Mu-
seum.

Inv: C-A.
H.: 0.33 m; Br.: 0.40 m; T.: 0.37 m; Bh.: 0.04 m.

t emi MNewp-
2 yiou Tou Aoy(10TtdT)OUL
oxo(Aaotikol) Kk(ai) matpdg
4 vo(iktiov) ¢t
Under Georgius, the most eloquent scholas-

ticus andfather (ofthe city). 6 (hyear ofthe
current) indiction.

L.2 Aoylotatou = Aoylwtdtou; A above T, O above X indicate the abbreviated words.

6Nolle, ibid. p. 487.

7Zosimus, Historia Nova 5.25.2.4-6: To0Twv amayyeA6évtwv ApPaldKkiog EKTEUTETAL OTPATNYOC WG O TOl(
€V Map@UAIGL Tpayuaact movolotv €mi koupriowv; for more about Isaurian raids of 404 see Johannes Chrysosto-
mus, Epistulae 14.4; cf. D. Woods, Arbazacius, Fravitta, and the Government of Isauria CA A. D. 396—404,
Phoenix 52 (1998), pp. 109-119.

8A. M. Mansel, Side. 1947-1966 Yillari Kazilari ve Arastirmalarinin Sonuglari (Ankara 1978), p. 16.

9 C. Foss, Attius Philippus and the Walls of Side, ZPE 26 (1977), 179 fh. 25 (= Foss, History and Archae-
ology of Byzantine Asia Minor [Aldershot 1990], VIII).
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L. 3: matpog for matrip tNg mOAEwC or Lat. pater civitatis.10

In Side, there are two more inscriptions from the fifth to sixth centuries AD, attesting two
different matépeg, Theodorus and Fronto.1l The official position of matip TNg MOAewq is
known from the mid 5th AD century onwards12 The ‘fathers” of a city mostly dealt with the
construction work, though they were also concerned with erecting statues or even setting up
game boards.13 So, this inscription (together with no. 3) indicates to some construction or
conversion work in the main street. In order to be a scholasticus, a title which appears in texts
from the 4thcentury onwards, Georgius must have received thorough legal trainingl4. His title
of Aoylwtatog, which is a very rare, 15 is identical with the widespread epithet éAAoyiuwTOTOC
(eloguentissimus) 16 customarily attached to scholastici and patres. Charlotte Roueche, em-
phasizing that this is a professional qualification rather than an official honour, considers this
title to be more or less equivalent to today's “Dr.” or “M.A.” 17 She therefore believes that the
citiespatres enjoyed a remarkable degree of independence and must have been prosperous. 1

On the basis of the shape of the letters and of the title matrp tng moAew¢, the inscription
can be dated to the mid 5thcentury or early 6thcentury.19

The inscription is quite similar to the inscription corrected below (no.3), and presumably
this Georgius is identical with Georgius in no. 3.

3. Nolle, I. v. Side 164a revised

A column-base of white marble, found in the main street near no. 2. Now in the garden of
the museum.

Inv: C-I.
H.: 1.23 m; L.: 0.84 m; D.: 0.75 m; Lh.: 0.06-0.08 m (stigma: 0.12 m).

1 For detailed information on natrip tng moAswg see: Ch. Roueche, A New Inscription from Aphrodisias and
the Title motAp t™nNg mMOAewq, GRBS 20 (1979), 173-185; Ch. Roueche, Aphrodisias in Late Antiquity (London
1989), 76-80.

1L For Theodorus: A. M. Mansei - G. E. Bean - J. inan, Side agorasi ve civarindaki binalar. 1948 Yili kazi-
larina dair rapor (Ankara 1956), p. 90, no. 70; L. Robert, RevPhil 32 (1958), 47 ff.; Nolle, I. v. Side no. 164. For
Fronto: G. E. Bean, Inscriptions of Side (Ankara 1965), no.87 and Bull. Epigr. 1965, 419; Nolle, 1. v. Side, no.
149.

2 Roueche 1979, p. 182 and 1989, p. 77.

BFor instance, in Aphrodisias their responsibilities can be better understood through inscriptions. For build-
ing work in Aphrodisias see Roueche 1989, nos. 38, 42, 43, 44, 61, 85, 86, 87 and for statutes no.62, even for
game boards nos. 68-69. And for other inscriptions and legislative texts in various places see: Roueche 1979,
pp. 176-182.

M Lampe (Patristic Lexicon) defines oxoAaoTIko¢ as one who has passed through the oxoAn Twv ypapuoatwy,
one with a general education or advocate, lawyer, cf. Roueche 1989, p. 76.

55 An instance from Ephesos: D. Knibbe - B. iplikgioglu, JOAI 53 (1981-1982), 125 no. 124 (= SEG 33,
961): ... TWV AOYIWTATWY OXOAAOTIKWV KOi TOTEPWV.

160. Homickel, Ehren- und Rangpradikate in den Papyrusurkunden. Ein Beitrag zum rémischen und byzan-
tinischen Titelwesen (GieRBen 1930), pp. 7-8 (EAANOYIHWTOTOC), Pp. 27-8 (AOYIDTATOC).

17 Roueche 1989, 77.
BRoueche 1979, 184,

19Considering the indictio given as 6, we might have the possible options of years 453, 468, 483, 498, 513,
528 and 543.
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Ed.: Nolle, Side im Altertum. Geschichte und Zeugnisse Il (Bonn 2001 [IK 43714]),
no. 164a.

Nolle’s reading:

[ dvevew- ]
[6n 1 otod ?]
eni. [ .. ]-
2 yiov Tou A[0]-
y10Td. oXo. Kai
4 moTpoC
ivd. ¢

According to Nolle the inscription had two more lines at the beginning. He suggested Pela-
gius for the name of matrp and filled the gap before the ending ...yt1ou in second line with
MeAa.

In the light of the new inscription | don’t see a necessity for the additional first two lines. It
is perfectly possible to read the letter after emi as I'. For this reason, | suggest:

éni MNewp]-
2 yiou tou A[o]-

ylotd(tov) oxo(AaoTIKOU) Kai
4 TOTPOC

ivd(ikTiow) ¢'

Under Georgius, most eloquent scholastic andfather (ofthe city).
6 (hyear ofthe current) indiction.
L.2-3 Aoylotdtou = Aoylwtdtov; Alpha over Tau ( T )and omikron over chi ( X ) indicate
the abbreviated words A[o]ytotd(tou) oxo(Aaotiko0) of line 3.

L. 4: matpdg means mathp TG MOAEwWC or Lat. pater civitatis.
For the commentary see the previous inscription.
The fact that both inscriptions were found in the colonnaded street and Georgius renovated

at least some of the columns suggests that this street underwent some modification by the time
of his ministry.

4. An honorific inscription for Helena, mother of Constantine the Great

White marble statue-base found in the scene area of the theatre, now in the agora in front
of the theatre.

A profile on the left-hand side. The reverse was left rough. The inscribed face was cut ver-
tically, possibly for a different purpose. It shows features of a late antique inscription (letter
style, such as cornered sigma; beta is carved narrowly.

The inscription consists of four lines.
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Inv.: P2. 215.
H: 1.65 m; L: 0.85 m; D: 0.95 m; Lh: 0.06 (3rdline)-0.09 m (1stline).

[M Aapmpa]
2 Z1d[NTwv uNTPOTMOAIC]
'EAE[vnv abyuoTav, Tnv]
pu[NTépa AlyvaTou, V]
4 BacliMooav..........c.ce..... ]
The glorious metropolis ofSidetans (hon-

oured) Helena Augusta, mother ofthe Au-
gustus, the empress ...

This is the third honorific inscription in Side for Helena, mother of Constantine the Great.20
Like the two other inscriptions, this inscription had not been erected before 18th September
324 when the Battle of Chrysopolis in which Licinius was defeated was fought (at that time
Side was under the control of Licinius). The inscription was probably set up between 324 and
328/329 AD. During this period Helena went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 326/327 be-
fore she died in 328/329 AD. On her journey Helena is said to have visited Side.2L

5. Donations of Conon and Modestus
White marble block, now in the garden of Side Museum. Its reverse shows ornamented
palm branches. The stone was probably a parapet slab in previous usage.

Finding spot: Karaevli Orenyeri near the villageTasagil, some 10 km east of Aspendos.

H: 38 cm; L: 107 cm; D: 105 cm; Lh: 2.3-2.6 cm.

euxn Kovw- euxn Modéatou
2 vog dvayvw- Cross AvoyvwaTou, vo(uioua) a
otou, vo(piopa) a

2J. Nolle, Side im Altertum. Geschichte und Zeugnisse. Band |-} [IK 43-44] (Bonn | :1993,11:2001), nos.
47 (ENévny TV BaciMooayv, TAv untépa 1ol Alyo0oTou, i Aapumpd Zidntwv puntponoAig) and 48 ( EAévnv pntépa
AlyoLoTwV).

2L ibid. 322 pp.
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Vow oflector Conon, 1solidus - Vow oflector Modestus, | solidus.

L.3 vopiopa was abbreviated as N, examples of this abbreviation can be found in Side and
elsewhere.2

An insription from Klazomenai provides an example of similar use of €0xn is in the same
context (Omép €0xA¢ Mat[- - kai] Houyiac¢ ouu[Biov] vopiopata 6[00]).23

The position of avayvaaotng is the initial post towards becoming deacon, priest or bishop. It
is the first step in the clerical cursus honorum.24 Their primary duty is all about reading litur-
gical lections, Scriptures etc. Their chiefwas called mpwtavayvwotng. These clerical officials
were known from various inscriptions.2 These two lectors, Conon and Modestus, each do-
nated one solidus to a church, to which this stone probably belonged and where it was proba-
bly exhibited.

2 Side: Nolle, I. v. Side, nos. 236-237; Olbia (Kemer): S. Sahin, Olbia und einige andere Kustenorte bei
Kemer in Westpamphylien, EA 33 (2001), p. 151. This inscription was revised by A. Lajtar, Zu einer chris-
tlichen Mosaikinschrift aus Ostlykien, EA 35 (2003), p. 123”1 = SEG 51, 1820.

2ZH. Gregoire, Recueil des inscriptions grecques chretiennes d’Asie Mineure (Paris 1922), no. 91; H. Engel-
mann - R. Merkelbach, Die Inschriften von Erythrai und Klazomenai I-H (Bonn 1972-1973), no. 532.

24 Lampe, Patristic Lexicon, pp. 99-100, s.v. Gvayveaotnc.

5 For avayvwotng Gregoire no. 148 (Samos); 226 (= I. v. Didyma 612); I. v. Ephesos 1285.18; TAM 4.1
374 (Nicomedia); C. Haspels, The Highlands of Phrygia (New Jersey 1971), p. 318, no. 50; p. 320, no. 54 and p.
339f. no. 108; Roueche 1989, no. 91 (Aphrodisias); Sahin 2001, p. 151 (Pamphylia) and Lajtar 2003, p. 123—4
(=SEG 51 1820). For mpwtavayvaootng: Roueche 1989, 115 (Aphrodisias); W. H. Buckler - D. M. Robinson,
Sardis VII. Greek and Latin Inscriptions (Leyden 1932), p. 147f. n0.188.
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OZET
Side’den birka¢ ge¢ Roma Dénemi Yaziti

Makalede, Side’ye ait ya da Side Mzesi’nde korunan Ge¢ Antik Donem’e ait bes adet yeni yazit
ele alinmistir. ik yazit bir vali aracihigiyla adanmis olan Arcadius Forumu’na iliskindir. ikinci ve
Uclinct yazitlar ana caddede Georgius adindaki “pater civitatis” yani “kent babasi” kontrollinde
yapilan onarimlara isaret etmektedir. Dorduncl yazit Buyik Constantinus’un annesi Helena onu-
runa dikilmistir. Son yazit ise, Side’ye ait olmayip Tasadil mevkiinden getirilmis olan ve izerinde
Conon ve Modestus adli Kilise lektorlerinin bagislarinin kaydedildigi bir erken Bizans eseridir.

Yazitlarin cevirileri soyledir:

No. 1. ... Vicerius, pek sanli proconsul ... ismini efendimiz Arcadius’tan alan bu Arcadius Foru-
munu Kutsadi.

No. 2: Pek belagatli skolastik ve kentin babasi Georgius nezaretinde, (icinde bulunulan) vergi do-
neminin 6. yilinda (yaptirildi/onarild).

No. 3: Pek belagatli skolastik ve kentin babasi Georgius nezaretinde, (icinde bulunulan) vergi do-
neminin 6. yilinda (yaptirildi/onarild).

No. 4: Sideliler’in Unli metropolisi, Augustus’un (Buyuk Constantinus) annesi imparatorice He-
lena ¥1 onurlandirdi.

No. 5: Lektdr Conon 'un adagi: 1solidus. Lektér Modestus un adagi: 1solidus.





