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A New Inscription from Pisidia

Abstract: In this contribution, an inscribed stone from Beydili, a village on the borders of Pisid-
ia, is introduced. This inscription was placed in the wall of a modern fountain constructed
from ancient material. The inscription was brought from an ancient settlement called Asarbasi,
an area located ca. 1 km northwest of Beydili and which has not yet been investigated. The
stone bearing a relief of a sword-shield belonged to an exedrion built by a certain Maisolos, a
priest, for himself and for his family members. This inscription records an indigenous personal
name, Bliddis, previously unattested. Furthermore, there is a new word, &er (dat. of &yug?), the
meaning and the position of which should be clarified. This word probably indicates the name
of an ancient settlement near Beydili or is perhaps a divine name.

Keywords: Pisidia, Beydili, Maisolos, Bliddis, exedrion, latypos.

The inscription introduced in this article was re-used within the wall of a modern fountain con-
structed in the village of Beydili in Stitgiiler, a county of Isparta Province (fig. 1). According to
statements from the villagers, all of the stones used to build this fountain were brought from an an-
cient settlement at Asarbast (formerly Cinibiz, perhaps a transformation of the word Ceneviz “Gen-
0a”) ca. 1 km northwest of Beydili. To reach Beydili by car is possible only via a ca. 10 km long dif-
ficult mountain road from Yeni (New) Beydili which was established some decades ago by the
Beydili villagers in the Camozii area. This road was built after broadening the ancient path, the
original traces of which are in places preserved. This ancient road might have led to Adada, a Pisidi-
an city. The village of Beydili is located at 1250 m. on the south-eastern slope of Sop Dagt and be-
tween Pednelissos and Adada.

Beydili has a very traditional appearance with its old houses constructed with stone walls and with
wooden roofs. Some ancient blocks with reliefs were reused in the construction of the walls of the
mosque near the fountain and are spread around the exterior and in the walls of the mosque. On a
small hill just behind the fountain, there are some ancient remains, probably belonging to a sacred
area. In addition, there are few ancient cisterns amongst the houses. All of these remains prove the
presence of a small settlement here in antiquity, so this village also formed a part of the settlement
at Asarbagi, from where this inscription was brought. This settlement probably belonged to the ter-
ritory of the Pisidian city of Adada and has not yet been scientifically investigated.

The inscription was placed horizontally in the front wall of the fountain (fig. 2). The stone has a
Pisidian shield-sword relief and a six line inscription beneath it (fig. 3). Above the relief is an erasure
that doesn’t provide enough evidence to determine if it once contained an inscription or a relief.
The inscription is well preserved, although it was not possible to examine some parts on the edges
of this stone because of the surrounding mortar. From the style of the letters employed, this inscrip-

tion can be dated to the third century AD.
H.: 70 cm; W.: 32 cm; D.: immeasurable; L.: 2,5-3 cm.
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Moaouowrog BAddew[c]

2 [i]epebe el Emoinoe[v]
e€edpiov eautd Ko

4 matpl ko untpi BAdde[1]
[k]oi Aoda kai ovvfBiw BA[.?7]-

6 [.?]n. Aatdmog ‘Epuoiaoc.

“Maisolos, son of Blidd[is], who is priest in Ksimis?, built (this) exedrion for himself and his father
Blidd[is and his mother Doda and his wife Bl[?]e. Stone-cutter Hermolaos™.

L. 1. Mauowhoc: This personal name is known from two inscriptions in Pednelissos in southern Pisi-
dia.! However, the Maisolos of our inscription is neither identical with, nor related to these individ-
uals. The name Mauowhog is probably a variant of the personal name Mavowhog, av seems to have
changed to . Inscriptions containing the name Mausolos are from Caria, Lycia and Ionia. In these
inscriptions, the name of Mausolos was written in a variety of ways, such as Mavowhog, Mavo-
owhhoc, Mavoohog, Mavoowhoc. However, v was always preserved in these areas. Mouowhog is so far
attested only in the three inscriptions from Pisidia. Another parallel name was attested in Cappado-
cia as Mauowhevov® (gen.).

In line 1. and 4. BMddew[c] and BAidde[1] are in the genitive and dative cases of the father’s name of
the priest Maisolos. The name was not documented before. It is derived from the stem BMdd- and
must be BMddig or Buddevg in the nominative case, probably Buddic. Bliddis is an indigenous per-
sonal name. There is a similar masculine name 1881 (I8810¢ gen.) in an inscription* from Pisidia.
Moreover, through this new name BMdd-, another inscription® from Pisidia, containing the last part
of a name that reads [..]1d810¢, can be restored as [BAJ1dd10c.

L. 2. Zwer: This word has not previously been documented. It should probably be understood as
(¢v) Ewper and its nominative case Eipig, namely, Eipig should be a place name. If this is correct then
Eiic must be the name of the settlement in the area of Beydili. Eipet may also be considered in con-
junction with the word iepetc, so in this case Eiper may refer to a divine name.

L. 3. On the stone YEEAPION: The word is certainly €€dpiov but the first letter is clearly carved as
an upsilon. The letter might have been carved in error or perhaps it was a local variant of the word
g€edpiov. But since there is no other example of this, it must be taken as é€€dpiov the diminutive
form of é&€dpa. It is not possible to associate this exedrion with any other construction, e.g. a monu-
ment or a private property. It was probably a bench/seat constructed next to a tomb® or a house.

' SEG II 724. In 724 it is recorded that Maisolos, son of Timotheos, and his son built a temple and dedicated it
to the emperors and their homeland. The other inscription is SEG II 725: [. . yAv]kbtotov matépa . . /. . . . .
O2avog? Méowv[og? . .], it was repuplished with new reading as [. . . y]lvkbrarov motépa . . . /. .. . ] @éavog?
Mouowho[v . .] by Behrwald 2003, 120 no: 4 with photo.

% Zgusta, Personennamen, § 885-6, § 885-7.
3 It is assumed as Mauowhevov = Mawowhetvov , see SEG VI 794; Zgusta, Personennamen, § 885-7.
4 Hall 1968, 72 nr. 16; 1881c is the nominative of I8810¢ see Zgusta, Personennamen, § 452-3.

5 Bean 1954, 485 no: 18: [..]IAAIOZ KoahikA[¢o¢] / TTavraréovrog yo-/ veoboty idioig uvAung / xépv. [..]JJAAIOZ
is given with accent and three-letters space as - - - id810¢ without any explanation in SEG XIV 805.

¢ A few examples for the inscriptions on the grave with exedrion: TAM II 3, 838: (... 10 pvnueiov kai O
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L. 4-6. matpi kai untpi BMdde[1] [k]od Aoda: The names in dative case are the father and the mother
of Maisolos. Aoda was a local feminine personal name and appears in eastern Phrygia and Pisidia’.

The reading of the name of Maisolos’s wife is doubtful. The edges of the stone are worn and plas-
tered with mortar. The stone renders it possible to conceive of a lacuna of one letter at the end of
the fifth line, likewise one letter for the beginning of the sixth line. But it is equally possible to take
the lacunas with no letters carved, since close investigations showed no traces of any letter. So, it is
likely to derive a dative construction of BAn, similar to the masculine personal name Bhog (gen. Brar)
which is attested to in Pamphylia, neighbouring Pisidia®.

In I. 6 Aarvmoc: The sigma at the end of the word was lunar in contrast to other sigmas in the in-
scription. The inscriptions in which the stone-cutters use this term to sign their works are rare and
all of them appear in areas of Phrygia’, especially in the Tembris valley'. ‘Epporaog is a widespread
Greek personal name!'". The stone-cutter Hermolaos put his signature at the end of this inscription
and besides, he must have built the exedrion, together with cutting this inscribed stone. We do not
know if Hermolaos was from the settlement where the inscription belonged. Such a monument
bearing the Aatomog signature is the first in Pisidia, as also outside boundaries of Phrygia.

Based upon the provenance of this inscription, it is possible for now to conclude that Maisolos was
a variant of Mausolos peculiar to Pisidia. Alongside a new masculine personal name BAnddig, further
important information provided by the inscription remains obscure in the new word Ziper. As stated
above, this word can be the name of an ancient settlement located in the vicinity of Beydili and
naturally, the first place that comes to mind is Asarbagi, ca. 1 km northwest of Beydili.
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Ozet

Pisidia’dan Yeni Bir Yazit

Bu makalede, Pisidia sinirlari iginde yer alan Beydili Kéyii’'nde antik yap1 malzemeleriyle insa edil-
mis modern bir ¢esme binasinin duvarinda duran yazitli bir tas taniaulmaktadir. Yazit bu kéyiin yak-
lagtk 1 km kuzeybausinda, Asarbagt diye adlandirilan ve heniiz bilimsel olarak arastirilmamis antik
bir yerlesimden getirilmistir. Uzerinde kilig kalkan kabartmasi bulunan dikdértgen bigimli tas, Mai-
solos adinda bir rahibin kendi aile bireyleri icin yapurdigi bir eksedrion yapisina aittir. Maisolos,
Mausolos adinin Pisidia’da goriilen bi¢imidir. Rahip Maisolos ile birlikte zikredilen, dativus halde
yeni bir kelime &per (nom. &wic?) ilk kez bu yazitta goriilmektedir. Bu sozciik, muhtemelen yazitin
buluntu yeri Beydili Kéyti yakinlarinda yer alan bir yerlesim yerinin adina (muhtemelen yazitin ge-
tirildigi Asarbagi) veya tanrisal bir isme isaret etmektedir. Maisolos’un babasinin ad: Bliddis yerli bir
sahis ismi olup, ilk kez bu yazitla belgelenmektedir. Yazitta gecen diger bir sahis adi Doda, Pisi-
dia’da ve Phrygia’da belgelenen bir isimdir. Maisolos’un karisinin adi tam okunamamaktadir. Pisi-
dia tipi kili¢ kalkan kabartmali bu yazit ve ait oldugu eksedrion Hermolaos adinda bir tas ustast
(latypos) tarafindan yapilmusur. Latypos imzali yazitlar genellikle Phrygia’da goriilmekeedir. Bu an-
lamda Beydilli yazit1 Pisidia’da tekil bir 6rnektir. Yaziun gevirisi soyledir:

Bliddl[is]'in oglu, Ksimisde? rabip olan Maisolos (bu) eksedrionu kendisi, babasi Blidd[is],

annesi Doda ve hayat arkadag: Bl[?]e i¢in yaptirds. Tas ustas: Hermolaos.
Anabhtar Sozciikler: Pisidia, Beydili, Maisolos, Bliddis, eksedrion, latypos.
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Fig. 2. The Viﬂage Fountain Fig. 3. The Inscribed Stone
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