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A revised gravestone from Pisidian Apollonia

Abstract: A gravestone from Pisidian Apollonia, published, with mistakes, by Sterrett, has been
revised here with some corrections and notes about its content. This gravestone, set up by Au-
relius Asclepiades for his children Auxanon and Zoticus, dates back to the first half of the 3rd
century AD; the names suggest that it was erected after Constitutio Antoniniana. The patterns
engraved on the stone show that Asclepiades and his family earned their living by farming and
fishing.
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In July 2010, as a member of the Isparta Archacological Survey team (IAS),' I visited Seyyit Veli
Baba Sultan Tiirbe, which is near the ancient city of Apollonia (Uluborlu) in Ulugbey Village in
Isparta. One of the nine inscriptions copied by us at Tiirbe was seen by J. R. S. Sterrett, who pub-
lished it in 1888.? There were, however, some mistakes in this inscription which Sterrett had deci-
phered before. The objective of this article is to give a detailed explanation of this inscription.
Sterrett saw this tombstone, erected after the Constitutio Antoniniana by Aurelius Asclepiades for his
sons, in the court of the mosque. Mustafa Kilingaslan,® keeper of the shrine, who had been working
for this Tiirbe for 14 years, said that this stone, excavated by the inhabitants of the village from 6
metres beneath the fountain located opposite the Tiirbe, had been brought here some 60-70 years
ago.

The triangular pediment features a Gorgon head, probably the head of Medusa. Heads of Gorgons
are usually used on temples and tombstones as well as on shields of soldiers. The front (A) shows six
figures: a man, a woman and four children.

The right—hand side (B) depicts two figures — 2 man and a child? — on a boat. The one figure seems
to be rowing the boat, the other is holding a trident, apparently to catch one of two very large fish
swimming under the boat. Their size is suggestive of some kind of carp which in Antiquity used to
be hunted in Lake Egirdir.* In addition, after completion of scientific work in 2005, a search was
conducted in the area of Bedre Koyu and Gengali — Kayaagzi (Senirkent) on the west side of the
lake. It was found that especially Bedre Koyu and Senirkent Koyu became the cultural areas estab-
lished on the bed of the former lake’, which probably once served to fishermen.

" Asuman Coskun Abuagla (MA), Bilkent University, Faculty of Humanities and Letters, Department of Ar-
chaeology, Instructor of Latin Language, 06800 Ankara — Turkey (asumanc@bilkent.edu.tr).

! In 2008, with the support of Siileyman Demirel University, an archaeological survey was started by Assoc.
Prof. Bilge Hiirmiizlii in the district and county of Isparta under the name of Isparta Archaeological Survey (IAS). I
should like to extend may thanks to Bilge Hiirmiizlii for support and assistance in this Project.

% Sterrett, Wolfe Expedition 357 nos. 513-514.

31 should like to thank Mustafa Kilingaslan for informing me and my team about the history of this stone and
for his kind hospitality.

4 Balik et al. 2007, 88-96.
5 Gormiis et al. 2005, 205-218.
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The left—hand side Front Side The right—hand side

The left—hand side of the stone depicts two bulls harnessed to a plough. The reliefs suggest that this
was a family of farmers and fishers. There is a total of eleven lines of text on this stone: seven on the
front side (A) and four on the right—hand side. Published by Sterrett, the text contained some mis-
takes in the first line on front side and also some mistakes in four lines on the right—hand side (B).
A correct version of the text is given below:

Front Side (A):
Avp(MAog) "AckAnmadng Avdpovikoe [Toic]

2 idioig tékvoig A<O>Eavovtt kot Zw[TIKP]

Ko EAUTOIC KOl TOIC TEKVOIC

4 uvApNG X&prv.
AvEavwv

6 TO KOAOV
[Téx]vov.

“Aurelius Asclepiades, son of Andronicus, erected this stone in memory of his own children Auxanon
and Zoticus, for both them and their children. Auxanon, his lovely child’.
Line 1: Sterrett: 'Avdpoviko<e>. The spelling of ‘Avdpoévikoe instead of ‘Avdpovikov is probably a
textual error. The stone is broken after this name, but the text could still be safely restored: [toig].
Line 5-7: The early death of Auxanon, one of the sons of Asclepiades mentioned in line 2, may ha-
ve caused Asclepiades to set up this stele.
Line 7: Sterrett: Tékvov. All that remains of this line of text is the last three letters NON which sho-
uld be completed as [téx]vov.

¢ Sterrett, Wolfe Expedition 357 and 513-514.
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Front Side (B):

[6]¢ av TobTw T pvn[peiy]
2 [B]raBepav xipo mpocalyn],
EEEL xfipov Biov, O?K/OV
4 gpiuov.

“Whoever touch this tombstone with his dreadful hand, may live a bereaved life and have a desolate
home as well’.
Line 1: Sterrett restored the beginning of this line as follows: [--€moin]oav TodTo TO pvn[peiov].
However, it is quite obvious that there is room for only one or two letters. For this reason, I have
corrected it in the way given above.
Line 2: Sterrett: [- - - - 6ot B]Aapelp>av xipa m[poodEer]. Strubbe, Arai Epitymbioi 207 no. 301
suggests: [0¢ ToDTWw BJAaPelp>av xipa m[pocoiot] | €EE xApov Piov oikov | Epiuov. Since at the begin-
ning of this line there is room for only one letter, 307G is not possible;  and p at the beginning of
last word of second line are in ligature. The next three letter OCA are clearly visible, and since there
is room for only one or two more letters, this line should be completed as mposa[yn].
Line 3—4: The line, completed by Sterrett as [oppava Tékva] EE{E} {EEet}, xApov Piov, oikov
gp<npuov, has been corrected as €EEV xfipov Piov, oikov €pipov. Imprecations like this are occasionally
found on the right—hand side of ancient tombstones. For imprecations on tombstones found in An-
atolia, see Strubbe, Arai Epitymbioi.
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Ozet
Pisidia Apollonia’sindan Bir Mezar Yazitunin Revizyonu

2010 yilinin Temmuz ayinda Isparta Arkeolojik yiizey arastirmasinda (IAS), Apollonia kenti yaki-
nindaki Ulugbey kéyiinde bulunan Seyyit Veli Baba Sultan Tiirbesi’'nde, Aurelios Asklepiades’in
ogullari olan Auksanon’a, Zotikos’a ve onlarin ailesine ait oldugu anlagilan bir mezar tast bulunmus-
tur. Daha once J. R. S. Sterrett tarafindan yayinlanan bu mezar taginin tizerinde bulunan yazitta ba-
z1 hatalar tespit edilmistir. Bu makalede s6z konusu hatalarin diizeltilmesi amaglanmigtir. Tagin tize-
rinde yer alan figiirlerden yola gikilarak, s6z konusu mezar taginin sahibinin ve ailesinin, gecimlerini
hem ciftgilikten hem de balikgiliktan kazandiklari tespit edilmistir. Dolayisiyla, soz konusu mezar
tasinin, donemin ekonomik ve sosyal yasantisina 1sik tutacak bir nitelik tagidigs anlagilmistr. Mezar
taginin on yiiziinde (A) ve sag yiiziinde (B) toplam on bir satir uzunlugunda bir yazit bulunmakta-
dir. Asklepiades’in, oglu Auksanon’un 8liimii vesilesiyle ailesi i¢in yaptirdigi mezar yazitinin cevirisi
soyledir:

On Yiz (A): “Andronikosun oglu Aurelios Asklepiades (bu mezars), kendi cocuklarr Auksanon’un ve
Zotikos'un, hem kendilerinin hem de cocuklarinin hanras: icin (yaptirds). Giizel evlad(imiz) Auksa-

»

non’.
Sag Yiz (B): “Her kim bu mezar tasina ugursuz elini siirerse, evi bark: olmasin, hanesi harab olsun!”.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Pisidia; Apollonia; Ulugbey Tiirbesi; mezar tagy; balikgilik.
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