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Epitaph of the agrophylax Synekdemos

Abstract: In 2002, during the field survey conducted under the auspices of the “TUBA Cultural
Inventory Project of the cities of Denizli-Aydin”, the survey team directed by Nese Atik discovered
a carved rock tomb at the ancient site of Ancin, located at the site of Karincalikaya in Sogukoluk, a
village of the Cine district of Aydin. On the lower part of the carved rock, there is an inscription of
3 lines, which can be translated as “Greetings from the agrophylax Synekdemos”. The importance
of this inscription derives from the mention of the office of agrophylax. As well as the offices of oro-
phylax, diogmites and neaniskos, all of whom were responsible for the security of rural areas from
the Hellenistic period onwards, the offices of eirenarches and paraphylax (with their roots in the
Roman period) have also been attested in Asia Minor. However, the office of agrophylax, who was
probably responsible for the safety of cultivated village lands, has not previously been attested in
Asia Minor.
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During research in 2002 under the auspices of the project entitled: “Survey of the cities of Denizli-
Aydin”, directed by Nese Atik, an inscribed tomb was discovered at the site of Karincalikaya in Sogu-
koluk, a village of the Cine district of Aydin." The owner of the tomb was probably an inhabitant of
the nearby ancient settlement at Ancin, whose ancient name we do not know.> The nearest major set-
tlement is the ancient city of Alabanda, located approximately 20 km. southwest of the site.” Therefore,
it is reasonable to assume that in antiquity the site of Ancin lay within the territory of Alabanda.

The ancient site at Ancin® consists of a necropolis with a tower tomb of dressed stone (probably dating
from the Roman period), sarcophagi and Carian-type tombs, as well as several unidentified buildings.
In addition, a postamentum, a grind-stone and various ancient architectural pieces have been seen in the
area.’

In addition to the ancient site at Ancin, there is also another settlement area within the district of the
village of Sogukoluk, at the locality of Emirler, where the cultural layers were examined and pottery
was found dating to the fourth or fifth centuries A.D. Furthermore, Kocaasar, which is also within the
village of Sogukoluk, consists of a fortress with a settlement at its foot and a necropolis with Carian-type
tombs.® At the foot of the fortress there are also the ruins of a stepped building, probably of a square
plan, which is likely to have been a heroon.”

* Asst. Prof. Dr. Filiz Dénmez-Oztiirk, Mimar Sinan Giizel Sanatlar Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi,
Arkeoloji Boliimii, TR-34308 Sisli — Istanbul (fdonmez@msgsu.edu.tr).

I thank Professor Nese Atik who allowed me to publish this inscription. I also wish to record my appreciation
of the work of Prof. Dr. Christof Schuler and Dr. Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk, both of whom read and reviewed this
article and who shared their valuable opinions and suggestions with me.

! Atik — Erdem 2004, 46 pl. 8 fig. 8.

2 Atik — Erdem 2004, 43 and 46.

3 For the localisation of the settlement, see Marchese, Northern Caria, 38 fig. 13.
# For the view of the settlement see Atik — Erdem 2004 pl. 7 fig. 48-50.

5> Atik — Erdem 2004, 43.

¢ Atik — Erdem 2004 pl. 5 fig. 30.

7 Atik — Erdem 2004, 44— 45.
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The tomb on which the inscription discussed in this article is located presumably belonged to a resi-
dent of the nearby site at Ancin, rather than to an individual from the district of Emitler, or the Kocaa-
sar settlements. This tomb belongs to the group of Carian-type tombs, many of which have been found
in this area. Therefore, the tomb type in itself is insufficient to serve as an indication as to the status of
the owner of this tomb.

The inscription consists of three lines and is inscribed on a flat surface on the lower part of the bed-
rock. Measurements: H: 0,14 cm; W: 0,32 cm; Height of letters: 0,08-0,15 cm.

Xaipete | mopa Lovekydnpov | dypodvrakog.

“Greetings from the agrophylax Synekdemos”

The inscription dates from the Roman period and is written with left-inclined letters that become larg-
er towards the right hand side of the inscription. The inscription records that the tomb belonged to an
agrophylax called Lvvéxdnpog.?

2-3. The usage of the preposition mapd after xaipere with a person’s name in the genitive form in the
meaning of “from” is very rare in funerary inscriptions. One known example is the funerary inscription
of the sakkoplokos Ti. Cl. Dionysios from Alabanda,” dated to the Imperial period: Xaipete | mapa
Ti(Bepiov) KA(avdiov) | Aetovuoiov || cakkomio|kov, which matches our inscription closely in terms of
meaning.

The name Xvvékydnuog is a variant of Zvvékdnuoc, which is widely attested in other epigraphical docu-
ments. Although it is seldom found in proper names, the combination ekyd- is epigraphically attested
in some common nouns, adjectives and verbs where the letters exd- follow each other."” The form
gxydikog of the adjective €kdikog/n, the form Ekydeix of the common noun 1| €kdela and the form
gxydikelv of the verb ékdikéw are examples of this use.

3. From the Hellenistic period onwards, the word -phylax was employed to describe officials appointed
by the city to protect both people and properties.'" Generally, a prefix is added to define the sphere of
the watchman’s duties: vwkropOraE'* (= night-watchman), rjuepodpvra€ (= watchman), paydwloporag

8 For the name of Synegdemos or Synekdemos see the entries in LGPN I-V. The name occurs mostly in
mainland Greece: Athens/Attica (IG 112 2014. 2024. 2207); Korone/Peloponnesos (IG V,1 1398); Kerkyra (IG
IX,1 853). Outside of Greece: Skythia Minor (IHistriae 200 = SEG 27, 368); Tanais/Black Sea (CIRB 1242.
1260. 1282); Rome (IGUR 958); Kyzikos/Mysia (CIG 3665), Kandyba/Lykia (TAM 11,3 755), Idebessos/Lykia
(TAM 11,3 856) and is also known from Olympos (TAM II,3 1030. 1078).

9 Bean 1955, 52 nr. 1; BE 1958, 452; SEG 19, 657.

19 Threatte, Grammar I 580-581 and 586.

"' RE XX.1 (1942), see “Phylakites”, 987-988 (Kiefiling).

12 For more about the nyktophylax, see Hennig 2002, 281-285. For nyktophylakes in Asia Minor see: IEphe-
sos 957 and 969; Amblada: Hall 1968, 78 nr. 25.
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(= watchtower guard), mapapOro€" (= guard/watchman), epnvopora€ (= guard of the peace), dpo-
dVAaE' (= mountain guard) and dypopvAaE can be given as examples.”

Those who took on such tasks came from a wide range of social statuses, varying from slaves to local
notables. In the case of the agrophylax Synekdemos, since his father’s name is not given, he may have
been a slave.

The analogous titles cited above suggest that the office of the agrophylax was meant to offer a form of
protection which to date is only known from Egypt through papyrological evidence.'® It is hard to tell
exactly what the extremely common word agros signifies here. However, agros was mostly used to mean
“field”, or a piece of cultivated land."” Because of the prefix agro-, it seems likely that the agrophylakes
were responsible for the security of fields. Probably they protected the territory and the produce of the
villages. The data in our possession on the duties and jurisdictions of agrophylakes are limited to several
papyri. In Egypt, they seem to have been elected yearly,'® and their commanders could carry the title of
“great”;" they certainly regularly served in villages.*® As demonstrated by the donation of an agrophylax
named Peison towards the construction of a bath-house,”" these officials supported public works; they
were in charge of the security of the villages* and chased cattle.” Yet it is hard to say whether in Asia
Minor the agrophylakes had the same duties as their Egyptian colleagues. For example, we know that
the duties and authority of police forces in Egypt, where the geographic and socio-economic organiza-
tion differed from other parts of the Mediterranean, were not identical to those of parallel police forces
in Asia Minor. The same may apply to any comparison of the agrophylax in Asia Minor with those of
Egypt.

It is hard to make precise comments concerning the nature of Synekdemos’ duties as zzgrop/;y/&zx.24 His

13 This officer had a wide range of duties. As can be understood from MAMA IV 297, the elite normally held
the office of paraphylax for one year.

'* Orophylakes, meaning “mountain guards”, are attested from the Hellenistic period. See Robert — Robert,
Amyzon 97 nr. 2 = SEG 33, 851 = BE (1984) nr. 418 = SEG 35, 1080 = BE (1987) nr. 293. These appear for
the first time in the list of Amyzon’s city officials in an honorary inscription dating to 321-320 B.C. From an
inscription dating to the Roman Imperial period from Apollonia under Salbake in Caria, we learn that the oro-
phylakes served not only under the paraphylakes but also under a neaniskarch (Robert — Robert, Carie no. 162).
The orophylakes were common in Caria, probably because of its mountainous character. They are also known in
Pisidia. The Orophylax Menelaos in Pisidia gave a votive offering to the God Men in 201 (?) A.D. (Sterrett,
Journey 97 nr. 65; also see Milner, Survey 37). An obligant named Aurelios Trokondas from another Pisidian
city Ormeleis (= Tefenni) offered a votive gift to the God Kakasbos on behalf of the orophylakes (IGR IV 897 =
Milner, Survey 37 nr. 92). From another third century A.D. epigraphic document, found in Doganhisar in the
territory of Pisidian Antioch, we learn that Aurelios Patrokles and Douda built a tomb for their son Sousos who
was killed by bandits while serving as orophylax (for the inscription see ISultan Dagi 230; see also Woérrle 1979,
96 n. 78). See further Worrle 1979, 96-98; Robert — Robert, Amyzon 101-115.

1 For detailed information on this subject, see: Brélaz, Sécurité 90-145; 157-171; Oztiirk, Kirsal 95-96;
151-155; 165-166; Singer 2010, 101-102; 114.

¢ SB V 12579, 6; P. Oxy. 3253, 12; CPR VII 16, 5; P. Oxy. 3420, 38, 31; P. Oxy. 3804, 241; SB V10926,
75 12377, 19 and CPR IX 45, 16.

17 For the use of agros, see Schuler, Siedlungen 62-66.

'8 P.Mil. 42 1.

¥ P.Oxy. 16 .5.

2 P. Abinn, 49 11.

2 P.IFAO, 36 1.

2 P.Oxy. 162 16.

» P.Abinn, 49 11.

It is seen that the office of ampelophylax, which can be compared to the office of agrophylax and is mentioned in
Iplikgioglu, Nord-Lykien I nr. 7, is responsible for the protection of the vineyards and is a public duty. However, this
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duty might not have been an official one undertaken for the city, as Synekdemos may have worked in

the service of an owner of private property.

Like the orophylakes, diogmitai and neaniskoi, all of whom were responsible for the security of the rural

areas of cities from the Hellenistic period onwards, officials such as the eirenarches and paraphylakes

seem to have their roots in the Roman period. As we have already said above, the office of agrophylax,

who was probably responsible for the security of cultivated land, has not previously been attested in

Asia Minor. Therefore the funerary inscription of Synekdemos from Caria is of some importance as

showing for the first time the existence of this office of agrophylax outside of Egypt.
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Ozet
Agrophylaks Synekdemos’un mezar yazit

2002 yilinda, baskanligint Nese Atik’in yapug bir ekip, “TUBA Denizli-Aydin Illeri Kiiltiir Envanteri
Projesi” kapsaminda yiiriitiilen yiizey arastirmast sirasinda, Aydin 1li'nin Cine Ilgesi'ne baglt Sogukoluk
Koyii Karincalikaya Mevkii’nde bulunan Ancin Oreni’nde kayaya oyulmus bir mezar tespit etmistir.
Mezarin oyuldugu ana kayanin alt kisminda, traglanarak diizeltilmis alana kazinmis toplam ii¢ satirdan
olusan bir mezar yazitt bulunmaktadir. Yazitun ¢evirisi “Agrophylaks Synekdemos’tan. Giile giile” sek-
lindedir. Yaziun 6nemi metinde gegen agrophylakslik gorevinden kaynaklanmaktadir. Hellenistik
Cag’dan itibaren kentlerin kirsal alan giivenliginden sorumlu olan orophylaks, diogmites ve neanis-
kos'lugun yani sira; kokleri Roma Cagi'na dayanan ve yine kirsal alan giivenligi icin teskil edilmis olan
eirenarkhes ve paraphylakslik gibi memuriyetler Kiiclikasya’dan da belgelenen memuriyetlerdir. Muh-
temelen ekili koy arazilerinin giivenliginden sorumlu olan agrophylaks’lik ise, simdiye kadar Kiigiik-
asya’dan bilinen bir gérev degildi.

Anahtar sozcitkler: mezar yazit; agrophylaks; Karia; giivenlik; kirsal alan.
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