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Fig. 2: View of Kurt Tepesi Settlement from South / Kurt Tepesi Yerlesiminin Giineyden Goriiniimii (Photo by B. Celik).

analogous to, or successors of, such pillars were also un-
earthed at Adiyaman'® and Gaziantep!” regions located at
west banks of the Euphrates, but such finds cannot be
localized precisely.

“T” shaped pillars were unearthed at Kurt Tepesi that was
recently discovered in 2013 at Sanlurfa region as a result
of the survey studies. The findings unearthed from other
recently discovered sites were circular building remains
that are rather characterized as domestic architectural
buildings resemblinge the features of the period: stone
vessels, grinding stones, pestles, and lithic tools. One of
the intriguing sites identified in the same year is the Ayan-
lar Hoyiik settlement. Several findings unearthed from this
settlement that cover a land of 140 decares indicate that
this settlement might be one of the settlements that accom-
modate a “T” shaped pillar. Harbetsuvan Tepesi, on the
other hand, was discovered during the surveys conducted
in 2014. “T” shaped pillars were discovered in this settle-
ment as well. The settlements recently discovered in years
2013 and 2014 are located at the mountain ranges and pla-
teaus located east and west of the Harran plain.

SETTLEMENTS THAT ACCOMMODATE
“T” SHAPED PILLAR

Kurt Tepesi

Discovered for the first time during the surveys conducted

16 Hauptmann 2000: 3-9; 2012: 13-22.
17 Celik 2005: 28-29; Bulgan/Celik 2011: 85-90.

in 2013, Kurt Tepesi settlement is located 47 km east of
Sanliurfa province and 3 km south of Sumakli village.
(Fig. 1). Its altitude from sea level is 730 m. The settle-
ment 1s also known as Kuga Gura by the local community.

Kurt epesi settlement is located on a hill that dominates
the Coban Creek Pass, which serves as a passageway be-
tween Harran Plain and Virangehir region (Fig. 2). Itis a
small mound established on a ridge formed by high cal-
careous plateaus, which is very poor in terms of soil. The
western section of the mound that covers approximate-
ly 7-decare area is distorted due to illegal excavations.
Moreover, a high voltage transmission line pole is locat-
ed at the north end of the mound. Small cavern groups
and a pool carved to the bedrock are determined at the
calcareous rocks surrounding the mound. Furthermore,
the quarries contemplated to be the site for extracting the
“T” shaped pillars are also located northeast of the hill.

A site where a “T” shaped pillar excavated and removed
is identified in an illegal excavation pit at Kurt Tepesi
from Pre-Pottery Neolithic period with no ceramics (Fig.
3). During the surveys conducted at the villages in the
vicinity, two pillars removed from their original site were
discovered in Kosecik village located circa 6 km south-
east of the hill (Fig. 4)'.

' Two “T” shaped pillars were moved from Kurt Tepesi settlement
affiliated to Sumakl Village by Hiiseyin Eyyiiboglu and Sinan
Eyyiiboglu who reside in Kosecik village. Private interview
with Hiiseyin Eyyiiboglu, 20.10.2013. The pillars are currently
in Sanlurfa Museum.
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Fig. 3: Illegal Excavation Area where T Shaped Pillar was Exca-
vated from Kurt Tepesi / Kurt Tepesi nden 1" Seklinde Dikmeta-
sm Cikartildigr Kagak Kazi Alant (Photo by B. Celik).

The pillars are approximately 2.5 m long, with width
varying in the range of 50 cm to 70 cm and their thick-
ness is 25 cm. One of the “T” shaped pillars contains
both a broad groove in the form of a necktie and a sin-
gle-strip chevron pattern on a scalped area located at the
side of the pillar (Fig. 5). The single-strip at the Chev-
ron pattern emerges as a feature not observed at the “T”
shaped pillars discovered in Nevali Cori® and Gobekli
Tepe®. There is no relief on the other “T” shaped pillar®!,

Fig. 4: “T” Shaped Pillars from Kurt Tepesi / Kurt Tepesi nden
“T" Seklinde Dikmetaglar (Photo by B. Celik).

¥ Hauptmann/Schmidt 2007: 80.

20 Schmidt 2007: Fig. 11.

21 More comprehensive study for Kurt Tepesi archaeological site is
to be published.
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Fig. 5: Necktie and Chevron Patterned Pillar from Kurt Tepesi

Settlement / Kurt Tepesi Yerlegsiminden Kravatli ve Chevron Motif-
li Dikmetas (Photo by B. Celik).

Studies conducted on Kurt Tepe revealed that the flint-
stone 1s used intensively as a raw material and that the
obsidian is present at very scarce quantities. The findings
excavated from this site include Byblos type arrowheads
made of flintstone, scrapers, drills, sickle blades and ob-
sidian blades. Moreover, stone beads and pestle parts
made from basalt stone are also discovered.

Kurt 1epesi 1s considered to be a settlement of approxi-
mately 1dentical scale to the Sefer Tepe and Harbetsuvan
Tepesi settlements due to the similarity of the discovered
finds and its size. Dimensions of the pillars unearthed
here is similar with the cult building in Nevali Cori and
Layer 1l of Gobekli Tepe. Based on such similarity and
the small finds unearthed, Kurt Tepesi settlement should
be dated as late Pre-Pottery Neolithic period A (PPNA)
and early Pre-Pottery Neolithic period B (PPNB).

Harbetsuvan Tepesi

Discovered for the first time in 2014, Harbetsuvan 1epesi
(Fig. 1) 1s located 45 km east of Sanliurfa, between cal-
careous plateaus known as Tektek Mountains (Fig. 6). Its
altitude from sea level is 714 m. The settlement covers an
area of circa 6 decares. No ceramics were discovered in
the settlement. Therefore, the settlement is contemplated
to be inhabited only during the Pre-Pottery Neolithic pe-
riod. The most significant characteristic of the settlement
1s the presence of in situ “T” shaped pillars. Several “T”
shaped pillars unearthed as a result of illegal excavations
are destroyed deliberatively. One of the broken pillars
with no decoration is re-assembled and the pillar is iden-
tified to be 160 cm long, 70 cm to 50 cm wide with a
thickness of 22 ¢cm (Fig. 7). Another “T” shaped pillar
unearthed in the settlement contains necktie and finger
reliefs (Fig. 8).
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Fig.7: Pillar with no Relief at Harbetsuvan/Harbetsu-  Fig. 8: Necktie and Finger Shaped Relief Pillar from Harbetsuvan Tepesi Settlement/
van dan Kabartmasiz Dikmetas (Photo by B. Celik). Harbetsuvan Tepesi’'nden Kravatl ve Parmak Kabartmali Dikmetas (Photo by B. Celik).

Harbetsuvan settlement is located approximately 7 km  building resembles circular “F Enclosure” discovered at
southwest of Karahan Tepe settlement. Traces of a circu-  Layer TI/IIT of Gobekli Tepe™.

lar foundation with circa 15 m diameter are present at the

site where the pillars were discovered. As it stands, the 22 Schmidt 2010: Fig. 2.
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The studies conducted in the settlement revealed that the
raw material intensively used is flintstone, and a small
amount of obsidian finds are also present: bipolar cores,
made of flintstone, shoulder and sickle blades, Byblos
type arrowheads, and obsidian blade pieces, which are
unique to Pre-Pottery Neolithic period, were discov-
ered®.

The pillars that resemble the pillars with no relief un-
earthed at Harbetsuvan settlement the most were dis-
covered in Karahan Tepe*. The settlement seems like a
satellite settlement due to its proximity to Karahan Tepe.
Harbetsuvan Tepesi is considered to be a settlement of
approximately identical scale to the Sefer Tepe and Kurt
Tepesi settlements due to the similarity of the discovered
findings.

Dimensions of the pillars unearthed here are similar with
the cult building in Nevali Cori and Layer 11 of Gobekli
Tepe. Based on such similarity and the small finds un-
earthed, Harbetsuvan Tepesi settlement should be dated
as late PPNA and early PPNB.

Hamzan Tepe

Discovered during the provincial cultural inventory stud-
ies conducted in 2004, Hamzan 1epe settlement (Fig. 1)
is located 2 km north of Ikizce village, which is located
12 km south of Sanliurfa province (Fig. 9). Covering an
area of circa 17 decares, Hamzan Tepe is at 600 m above
sea level. It is a settlement founded within the plateaus
in West Harran Plain. The settlement was first used as
a Paleolithic outdoor station and
then as a small sized settlement
during the Neolithic period®.
One in situ “T” shaped pillar was
discovered at Hamzan Tepe set-
tlement (Fig. 10). Moreover, re-
mains of two circular buildings
excavated as a result of illegal
excavations were discovered at
the eastern section of the settle-
ment. The inner section of one
of such circular buildings was
excavated down to the bedrock
and, fortunately, the curb stones
were preserved in situ (Fig.
11). The remains of the circu-
lar building, in its current form,
rather appear to be the remains
of a domestic building.
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Fig. 9: View of Hamzan Tepe Settlement from West / Hamzan Tepe
Yerlesiminin Batidan Goriiniimii (Photo by B. Celik).
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Fig. 10: “T” Shaped insitu Pillar Example from Hamzan Tepe /
Hamzan Tepe ‘den “T" Seklinde in-situ Dikmetas Ornegi (Photo by
B. Celik).

Fig. 11: Remains of Circular Building from Hamzan Tepe Settlement / Hamzan Tepe Yerlesimin-

den Yuvarlak Planl Yap: Kalintilar: (Photo by B. Celik).

* More comprehensive study for Harbertsuvan Tepesi archaeo-
logical site is to be published.

21 Celik 2011b: Figs. 8, 10.

2 Celik 2004: 3-5; Celik 2006b: 222-224; Celik 2010: 257-268.
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Hamzan Tepe settlement resembles Cayonii’® and Neva-

li Cori*! settlements as it accommodates both domestic
buildings and a "T" shaped pillar. The settlement sites in
Sanlrfa region that accommodate both cult buildings
and domestic buildings are Hamzan Tepe and Sanliur-
fa-Yeni Mahalle.

Although the studies conducted revealed no ceramics
presence at the settlement, indings from Lower Paleo—
lithic period®® made of flintstone and Byblos and Nem-
rik type arrowheads unique to the Pre-Pottery Neolithic
period and very scarce obsidian blades and lakes were
discovered”. One El-Khiam arrowhead was discovered
at the same site during a survey conducted in 2013.

There is no relief mark of any kind on the pillars dis—
covered in Hamzan Tepe settlement. The width of the
pillars varies in the range of 10 cm to 50 cm, and its
thickness is 22 cm. The length could not be measured,

as it is half-buried to the ground. However, its apparent
dimensions indicate that it is approximately the same
size with the pillars from Karahan Tepe, Sefer Tepe, Tash
Tepe, Kurt Tepesi and Harbetsuvan Tepesi. Based on the
dimensions of the pillars discovered at Hamzan Tepe, the
settlement is contemplated to be contemporaneous with
Layer [1 of Gobekli Tepe and the cult building discovered
in Nevali Cori and Hamzan Tepe settlements should be
dated as late PPNA and early PPNB.

Karahan Tepe

Discovered for the first time in 2000 during provincial
cultural inventory studies, Karahan Tepe (Fig. 1) is lo-
cated circa 63 km east of Sanliurfa, between calcareous
plateaus known as Tektek Mountains (Fig. 12)°°. Its al-
titude from sea level is 690 m. A comprehensive study
conducted in 2013 precisely revealed that Karahan Tepe
settlement covers an area of 110 decares.

Fig. 12: View of Karahan Tepe Settlement from East/ Karahan Tepe Yerlesiminin Dogudan Goriiniimii (Photo by B. Celik).

26 Erim-Ozdogan 2011: Figs.19, 32, 35-37.
27 Hauptmann 2007: Fig. 26.

28 Celik 2010: Figs. 10-14.

29 Celik 2006b: Fig. 7a-b; 2010: Fig. 9.

30 Celik 2000b: 6-8; Celik 2011b: 241-253.



