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?UI>=HO�EJOPNQIAJPO�jhyali�KN�jhyamta.���CNKQL�KB����IQOE?E=JO�LH=UA@�PN=-
@EPEKJ=H�EJOPNQIAJP=H�IQOE?�BKN�=HIKOP�=J�DKQN��1DA�KPDAN�=PPN=?PEKJO�KB�PDA�
@=U�SANA�PDA�ODKS?=OAO�KB�@=J?A�LANBKNI=J?AO�KB�@EBBANAJP�APDJE?�=J@�?=OPA�
CNKQLO��)EI>Q�=J@�$QNQJC�KB�+AL=H��1DA�OA?KJ@�@=U�O�LANBKNI=J?A�?KJ?-
HQ@A@�EJ�PDA�ARAJEJC�=P��ġ���LI�
!QNEJC�PDA�H=OP�@=U�KB�PDA�%ANEP=CA�#AOPER=H��QCQOP���PDA�LANBKNI=J?AO�

BKHHKSA@�PDA�O=IA�O?DA@QHA�=J@�ODKS?=OA@�I=JU�KPDAN�?QHPQN=H�LANBKNI=J-
?AO��/=E� 0DANL=� (EN=P� �N=DIEJ�  DAPPNE� =J@� �DKFLQNE��SDE?D� D=@� JKP�
>AAJ�LNAOAJPA@�EJ�PDA�łNOP�PSK�@=UO���?NKOO�PDAOA�PDNAA�@=UO�PDA�+AL=HAOA�
@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�ODKS?=OA@����@EBBANAJP�CNKQL�LANBKNI=J?AO�KB����AP-
DJE?�?QHPQNAO�KB�+AL=H� EJRKHREJC�����L=NPE?EL=JPO� BNKI�PDA�=CA�KB��� PK�����
�HPDKQCD� PDA�I=FKNEPU� KB� PDA� LANBKNI=J?AO�SANA� BNKI� PDA�"@IKJPKJ� @E-
=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�PDANA�=NA�OKIA�LANBKNIANO�SDK�?=IA�BNKI�)APD>NE@CA�
=J@� =HC=NU�PK�NALNAOAJP�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPEAO�KB�)APD>NE@CA�
=J@� =HC=NU�

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Edmonton, 
Alberta performing Nepalese traditional instrumental ensemble Panchae 

Baja on the second day of Edmonton Heritage Festival 2018. Photograph by 
author, August 5, 2018.
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&J�=J� EJPNK@Q?PEKJ�KB�=J�A@EPA@�RKHQIA�PEPHA@�ļ&@AJPEPU�=J@�PDA��NPO� EJ�
!E=OLKN=� KIIQJEPEAO��1DKI=O�1QNEJK�Ġ����
�SNEPAOġ

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Calgary, Alberta 
before performing Kelang (Dhol) dance music of the Limbu ethnic group of 
Nepal on the second day of Edmonton Heritage Festival 2018. Photograph 

by author, August 5, 2018.

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Lethbridge, 
Alberta performing Kauda dance of the Gurung and Magar ethnic groups of 
Nepal on the second day of Edmonton Heritage Festival 2018. Photograph 

by author, August 5, 2018.
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�NPEOPE?�LN=?PE?AO�D=RA�=�OLA?E=H�LH=?A�EJ�PDA�NA=HEV=PEKJ�=J@�LNAOAJP=-
PEKJ�KB�E@AJPEPU�>A?=QOA�PDAU�=NA�QOQ=HHU�BN=IA@�=O�DAECDPAJA@�BKNIO�
KB� NALNAOAJP=PEKJ� BKN� LQ>HE?� LAN?ALPEKJ� LN=?PE?A� =J@� ABBA?PO�� ,J?A�
ATPANJ=HEVA@�PDNKQCD�LQ>HE?�=NPEOPE?�BKNIO�PDA�IA=JEJCO�OQ>FA?PERAHU�
LNK@Q?A@�>A?KIA�L=NP�KB�PDA�AJRENKJIAJP�PD=P�@E=HA?PE?=HHU�OD=LA�PDA�
AIANCAJP�IK@AHO�KB�PDA�OAHB��ĠL����


1QNEJK�@AO?NE>AO�PD=P�=NPO��LDKPKCN=LDU�łHI�L=EJPEJC�IQOE?�@=J?A�HE-
PAN=PQNA�=J@�=N?DEPA?PQNA��?KJPNE>QPAO�PK�PDA�BKNI=PEKJ�=J@�I=EJP=EJ=J?A�KB�
E@AJPEPU�EJ�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPEAO��)EGA�1QNEJK�I=JU�KPDAN�O?DKH=NO�D=RA�P=-
GAJ�PDA�=LLNK=?D�PK�AT=IEJA�IQOE?�KN�?QHPQN=H�ATLNAOOEKJO�KB�@E=OLKNE?�?KI-
IQJEPEAO� BNKI�PDA�LANOLA?PERA�KB�=NPE?QH=PEKJ�KB� E@AJPEPU�� &J�@EO?QOOEJC� PDA�
NKHA�KB�IQOE?�=IKJC�@E=OLKN=O��KDHI=J�SNEPAO�ļĥE9B�IQOE?�OQNRERAO�=O�=�PN=-
?A�KB�PDA�DKIAH=J@�EP�=HOK�LNKRE@AO�=�IA=JO�KB�JACKPE=PEJC�SEPD�PDA�KQPOE@A�
?QHPQNAO�EJ�PDA�@E=OLKNE?�AJRENKJIAJP��Ġ�KDHI=J������L�����
��%A�@AO?NE>AO�
IQOE?�=O�=�PKKH�PK�JACKPE=PA�@E=OLKNE?�E@AJPEPU�EJ�=�@EBBANAJP�?QHPQN=H�IEHEQA��
#KN�AT=ILHA��H=F=FE�Ġ����
�NA?KQJPO�DKS�PDA��NIAJE=J�@E=OLKN=�QOA@�PDAEN�
IQOE?�=BPAN�PDA������CAJK?E@A�PK�JACKPE=PA�PDAEN�E@AJPEPU��&J�OKIA�?=OAO�HEGA�
PDA�(=V=GDO�EJ�4AOPANJ�*KJCKHE=�-KOP�Ġ����
�NA?KQJPO�PDA�QOA�KB�IQOE?=H�
ATLNAOOEKJ�=O�=�BKNI�KB�NAOEOP=J?A�PK�I=EJP=EJ�@E=OLKNE?�E@AJPEPU��&J�OEIEH=N�
BAOPER=H�O?AJAO�EJ��Q?GH=J@�=J@�4EHHEJCPKJ�+AS�7A=H=J@�'KDJOKJ�NA?KQJPO�
PDA�OECJEł?=JP�NKHA�KB�PDA�DKIAH=J@�O�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQOE?�@=J?A�=J@�BKK@�EJ�
@EOLH=UEJC� =J@� NALNAOAJPEJC� =� L=J�0KQPD��OE=J� E@AJPEPU� EJ�+AS�7A=H=J@�O�
IQHPE?QHPQN=H�OAPPEJCO�Ġ'KDJOKJ�����
�
1DA�?QHPQN=H�@AIKJOPN=PEKJ�KB�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�EJ�PDA�

"@IKJPKJ�%ANEP=CA�#AOPER=H�EO�JKP�IQ?D�@EBBANAJP�PD=J�PDA�E@A=�KB�E@AJPEPU�
@EO?QOOA@�>U�PDA�O?DKH=NO�?EPA@�=>KRA��-AND=LO�PDA�IQOE?=H�LANBKNI=J?AO�KB�
PDA�L=NPE?EL=JPO� =NA�JKP� EJOLENA@�>U� E@A=O� HEGA�JACKPE=PEKJ�KN� NAOEOP=J?A� =O�
LKNPN=UA@�EJ�PDA�?=OAO�KQPHEJA@�>U��KDHI=J��H=F=FE�=J@�-KOP��%KSARAN�PDA�
AECDP�IKJPDO�KB� PENAHAOO�LNAL=N=PEKJ�KB� PDA�?QHPQN=H� EPAIO�=J@�PDA�RECKNKQO�
LANBKNI=J?AO�@QNEJC�PDA�PDNAA�DKP�OQJJU�@=UO�KB��QCQOP�KJ�PDA�KLAJ�OP=-
CA��LANBKNIA@�PK�NALNAOAJP� PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�O�?QHPQN=H�DANEP=CA� PK�=�@ERANOA�
=Q@EAJ?A�EJ�=�IQHPE?QHPQN=H�OAPPEJC��@ALE?P�PDAEN�>AHKJCEJCJAOO�=PP=?DIAJP�
=J@�=OOK?E=PEKJ�PK�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@��+KP�FQOP�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQ-
JEPEAO�KB�"@IKJPKJ� =HC=NU�KN�)APD>NE@CA�>QP�=�L=J�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�
?KIIQJEPU�EJ� =J=@=�QOAO�IQOE?�=O�KJA�KB�PDA�AOOAJPE=H�=OLA?PO�KB�NALNAOAJ-
PEJC�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�

Reimagining Homeland
&�S=O�BKNPQJ=PA�PD=P�&�NA?AERA@�=�RANU�S=NI�SAH?KIA�BNKI�KJA�KB�PDA�B=-

IEHEAO�KB�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�SDAJ�&�=NNERA@�EJ�"@IKJPKJ�KJ�
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�QCQOP����������&�S=O�PNA=PA@�PK�=�SAAG�KB�AT?ALPEKJ=H�DKOLEP=HEPU�BNKI�PD=P�
B=IEHU�QJPEH�&�BKQJ@�=�LH=?A�PK�OP=U����BAS�IKJPDO�=BPAN�&�IKRA@�=J@�OAPPHA@�EJ�
=�JAS�LH=?A�&�IAP�=J�AH@ANHU�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>AN�!N���E��=D=@QN�$QNQJC�
EJ�+KRAI>AN������@QNEJC�IU�łAH@SKNG��$QNQJC�D=O�>AAJ�SAHH�GJKSJ�EJ�
PDA�?KIIQJEPU�BKN�KRAN�=�@A?=@A�BKN�DEO�HA=@ANODEL�NKHA�=J@�RKHQJPAAN�SKNG��
%A�EO�=HOK�GJKSJ�BKN�DEO�?QHPQN=H�=@RK?=?U�=J@�DEO�EJEPE=PERAO�PK�AJ?KQN=CA�
PDA�+AL=HAOA� ?KIIQJEPU� KB�"@IKJPKJ� PK� LN=?PE?A� PDAEN� J=PERA�IQOE?� =J@�
?QHPQNA��%A�EO�=J�AJCEJAAN�>U�LNKBAOOEKJ�>QP�DA�HEGAO�PK�LH=U�PDA�+AL=HAOA�
>=I>KK�ŃQPA�EJ�DEO�OL=NA�PEIA��%A�EJPNK@Q?A@�IA�PK�PSK�KPDAN�?KIIQJEPU�
IQOE?E=JOġ� �EODJQ�$J=S=HE��=JKPDAN�+AL=HAOA� >=I>KK� ŃQPA� LH=UAN��=J@�
2I=J=PD�$=ENA��=�+AL=HAOA�?UHEJ@NE?�D=J@�@NQI� (madal)�LH=UAN��4DEHA� &�
S=O�?KJ@Q?PEJC�=�CNKQL�EJPANREAS�$QNQJC�>NKQCDP�QL�PDA� E@A=�KB�LANBKN-
IEJC�EJ�=J�QL?KIEJC�?KIIQJEPU�BAOPER=H�KB�PDA�$QNQJC�1=I=JC�)=I=�=J@�
0DANL=�APDJE?�CNKQLO�?=HHA@�Lhosar.��BPAN�=�BAS�NADA=NO=HO�SA�LNAOAJPA@�=J�
DKQN�=J@�=�D=HB�?QHPQN=H�ODKS�LANBKNIEJC�OARAN=H�+AL=HAOA�H=JCQ=CA�PN=@EPE-
KJ=H�OKJCO�=J@�EJOPNQIAJP=HO�KJ�!A?AI>AN���������=P�PDA�!QCC=J� KIIQ-
JEPU�%=HH�0KQPD�"@IKJPKJ�
,J�PDA�ARAJEJC�KB�0ALPAI>AN���������PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�

?AHA>N=PA@�PDAEN�PSK�J=PEKJ=H�BAOPER=HO�?=HHA@�Dashain�=J@�Tihar,�QOQ=HHU�?A-
HA>N=PA@�=P�PDA�AJ@�KB�0ALPAI>AN�=J@�H=PA�,?PK>AN�EJ�+AL=H��Dashain�EO�=HOK�
?=HHA@�ļ!QNC=�-QF=��SDE?D�H=OPO�BKN�łBPAAJ�@=UO��!QNEJC�PDAOA�łBPAAJ�@=UO�
KB� ?AHA>N=PEKJ�KJ�Ghatasthapana,� PDA�łNOP� @=U�+AL=HAOA�LAKLHA� AOP=>HEOD�
=�?H=U�KN�IAP=H�LKP�?=HHA@�G=H=OD�ĠO=?NA@�S=PAN�RAOOAH
�EJ�=�LN=UAN�NKKI�=J@�
?KRAN� EP�SEPD�?KS�@QJC� (gobar)�KJ�SDE?D� PDAU�OKS�>=NHAU�OAA@O���APSAAJ�
PDA�łNOP�=J@�OARAJPD�@=UO�LAKLHA�CK�PK�PAILHAO�SKNODEL�CK@O�=J@�CK@@AOO�
=J@�?HA=J�PDAEN�DKQOAO��,J�-DQHL=PE�PDA�OARAJPD�@=U�LAKLHA�>NEJC�ŃKSANO�
>=J=J=�OP=HG�HA=RAO� OQC=N�?=JA�=J@� BNQEPO� EJPK� PDAEN�DKQOAO� Ġ?KJOE@ANA@�=O�
=QOLE?EKQO
��,J�PDA�AECDPD�=J@�JEJPD�@=UO�Maha Astami�=J@�Navami,�+A-
L=HAOA� OLA?Eł?=HHU�SKNODEL� PDA�%EJ@Q� CK@@AOO�!QNC=� >U� REOEPEJC� PAILHAO��
1DAU�=HOK�O=?NEł?A�=JEI=HO�=J@�SKNODEL�SA=LKJO�RADE?HAO�=J@�I=?DEJANU�
LEA?AO�=O�=�L=NP�KB�PN=@EPEKJ=H�NEPQ=H��,J�PDA�PAJPD�PDA�I=EJ�@=U�KB�PDEO�BAOPER=H�
PDAU�P=GA�KQP�PDA�UKQJC�O=LHEJC�KB�>=NHAU�OAA@O�?=HHA@�'=I=N=�LH=JPA@�KJ�PDA�
RANU�łNOP�@=U�KB�PDA�BAOPER=H��+AL=HAOA�LQP�Tika�ĠIETPQNA�KB�NE?A�UKCQNP�=J@�
RANIEHHEKJ�LKS@AN
�KJ�PDAEN�BKNADA=@�=J@�Jamara�BNKI�PDAEN�AH@ANO�=O�=�OECJ�
KB�>HAOOEJCO�EJ�PDA�RE?PKNU�KB�PDA�CK@@AOO�!QNC=�KRAN�PDA�@AIKJĢ�PDAU�PDAJ�
CK�PK�PDAEN�NAH=PERAO�BNEAJ@O�=J@�AT?D=JCA�CNAAPEJCO�=J@�Tika�QJPEH�PDA�łBPA-
AJPD�@=U�Ġ�QN>=JG���"HE=O�����
��#KHHKSEJC�!=OD=EJ�1ED=N�EO�?AHA>N=PA@�BKN�
łRA�@=UO�EJ�H=PA�,?PK>AN�SKNODELEJC�CK@O�=J@�=JEI=HO��6=I=�!QP=*�?NKSO�
@KCO�?KSO�)=TIE**�=J@�OEOPANO��=J@�HECDPEJC�QL�?=J@HAO�=J@�KPDAN�HECDPO�EJ�

* Messenger of Death in Hindu mythology.
** Goddess of wealth in Hindu mythology
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PDAEN�DKQOAO��1ED=N�EO�=HOK�?KJOE@ANA@�PDA�IKOP�@=VVHEJC�=IKJC�=HH�+AL=HAOA�
BAOPER=HO��&P�EO�?=HHA@�PDA�BAOPER=H�KB�HECDPO�Ġ7Q?DKN=�4=HOGA�����
�
1DA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�LQP�PKCAPDAN�PDAOA�PSK�BAOPER=HO�=J@�

?AHA>N=PA@�PDAI�=O�KJA��1DA�?AJPAN�KB�=PPAJPEKJ�BKN�PDA�C=PDANEJC�S=O�=�IQOE-
?=H�LNKCN=I�LNAL=NA@�>U�HK?=H�=NPEOPO�=J@�=J�EJREPA@�CQAOP�=NPEOP��1DAOA�ARAJPO�
ĠLhosar�=J@�Dashain�=J@�Tihar
�SANA�KNC=JEVA@�>U�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�
?KIIQJEPU�KNC=JEV=PEKJ�?=HHA@�PDA�+AL=HAOA� =J=@E=J�0K?EAPU�KB�"@IKJ-
PKJ�Ġ+" �0"
��1DA�KNC=JEV=PEKJ�S=O�AOP=>HEODA@�EJ������>U�=�BAS�+AL=HAOA�
EIIECN=JPO��&J�PDA�L=OP�PSK�@A?=@AO�PDEO�KNC=JEV=PEKJ�D=O�>A?KIA�PDA�GAU�
?KIIQJEPU�?AJPAN�PK�?KJJA?P�PKCPDAN�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�=J@�JAS?KIANO�
NAOE@EJC�EJ�PDA�"@IKJPKJ�=NA=��4DAJ�PDA�I=OOERA�EJŃQT�KB�+AL=HAOA�EIIEC-
N=JPO� EJ�"@IKJPKJ�K??QNNA@�KRAN� PDA�L=OP� @A?=@AO� OARAN=H� KPDAN� ?KIIQ-
JEPU�KNC=JEV=PEKJO� H=JCQ=CA� O?DKKHO� =J@� ?HQ>O� AIANCA@��1K@=U� PDANA� =NA�
OET�KNC=JEV=PEKJO�EJ?HQ@EJC�PSK�+AL=HAOA�DANEP=CA�H=JCQ=CA�O?DKKH��&J������
&�RKHQJP=NEHU�P=QCDP�+AL=HAOA�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQOE?�PK�PDA�OPQ@AJPO�EJ�KJA�KB�PDA�
+AL=HAOA�DANEP=CA�H=JCQ=CA�O?DKKH�?=HHA@�$QNQGQH�+AL=H�BKN�=�IKJPD�=J@�
=�D=HB��'=JQ=NU����PK�#A>NQ=NU�����1DAOA�KNC=JEV=PEKJO�NACQH=NHU�KNC=JEVA�
?KIIQJEPU� ARAJPO� BK?QOEJC� KJ� HK?=H� =J@� J=PEKJ=H� BAOPER=HO� =J@� K??=OEKJO��
1DANA�=NA�PDNAA�I=FKN�?KIIQJEPU�ARAJPOġ�+AL=HE�Nava Varsha�KN�Naya Var-
sha*Ģ�Haritalika Teej;�=J@�Dashain�=J@�Tihar.�*QOE?�=HS=UO�LH=UO�=�?AJPN=H�
NKHA�EJ�PDAOA�ARAJPO�PK�C=PDAN�����PK�����+AL=HAOA�EIIECN=JPO�QJ@AN�=�OEJCHA�
NKKB�
&J�KJA�IQOE?=H�ARAJP�&�=PPAJ@A@�EJ������&�SEPJAOOA@�PDA�%EJ@Q�SKIAJ�O�

Teej�BAOPER=H�?AHA>N=PEKJ�KB�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU��Teej�EO�KJA�KB�
PDA�>ECCAOP�BAOPER=HO�?AHA>N=PA@�>U�%EJ@Q�SKIAJ�EJ�+AL=H�JKNI=HHU�K??Q-
NEJC�OKIASDANA�>APSAAJ�IE@��QCQOP�=J@�IE@�0ALPAI>AN��&J�PDEO�L=NPE?QH=N�
PDNAA�@=U�BAOP�EJ�+AL=H�SKIAJ�CK�PK�PDAEN�L=NAJP=H�DKIAĢ�IAAP�L=NAJPO�OEO-
PANO�=J@�?DEH@DKK@�BNEAJ@OĢ�A=P�@AHE?EKQO�BKK@�=J@�OSAAPOĢ�P=GA�PSAJPU�BKQN�
DKQNO�KB� NECE@� B=OPĢ� =J@�SKNODEL�=�@AEPU� BKN� HKJCAREPU�=J@�CKK@�DA=HPD� BKN�
PDAEN�DQO>=J@O�=J@�B=IEHU��1DA�IKOP�=PPN=?PERA�L=NP�KB�Teej�BAOPER=H�BKN�%EJ@Q�
SKIAJ�EO�LQ>HE?�OEJCEJC�=J@�@=J?EJC��+AL=HAOA�SKIAJ�C=PDAN�EJ�=�PAILHA�
LNEI=NEHU�=�0DER=�PAILHA�=J@�KPDAN�LQ>HE?�OLDANAO�=J@�ATLNAOO�PDAEN�FKU�PD-
NKQCD�IQOE?�=J@�@=J?A�LANBKNI=J?AO�
&P�S=O�=�0QJ@=U�ARAJEJC�KJ��QCQOP����������1DA�?HK?G�DEP��ġ���LI�=J@�

PDA�MQEAP�D=HH� =P� 0P�� 'KDJ�O� QHPQN=H� AJPNA�"@IKJPKJ��H>ANP=� OP=NPA@� PK�
CAP� ?NKS@A@� BNKI� PDA� =NNER=H� KB�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�%EJ@Q�SKIAJ�� &P� @E@�
JKP� P=GA� HKJC� BKN� PDA�D=HH� PK�łHH�SEPD�SKIAJ�SA=NEJC�>A=QPEBQH� NA@� =PPENA�

* Nepali Nava Varsha or Naya Varsha is the Nepalese new year celebrated by Nepalese nationals. Ne-
L=H�BKHHKSO�EPO�KSJ�?=HAJ@=N�OUOPAI�?=HHA@��EGN=I�0=I>=P�Ġ�ENG=I�"N=
�SDE?D�EO������UA=NO�=DA=@�KB�
the solar Gregorian calendar. Bikram Sambat uses lunar months starting from mid-April to mid-Mar-
?D��+AL=HAOA�JAS�UA=N�EO�=J�KBł?E=H�LQ>HE?�DKHE@=U�EJ�+AL=H�
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PDAEN�łJAOP�CKH@�FASAHNU�=J@�PN=@EPEKJ=H�I=GA�QL���??KN@EJC�PK�PDA�KNC=JE-
VAN�PDANA�SANA�����%EJ@Q�SKIAJ�C=PDANA@�BNKI�=?NKOO�PDA�"@IKJPKJ�=NA=��
0KKJ�PDA�D=HH�A?DKA@�SEPD�PDA�OEJCEJC�?H=LLEJC�=J@�@=J?EJC�KB�PDA�@E=OLKNE?�
%EJ@Q�SKIAJ��1DA�?NKS@�PKKG�PDA�JKEOA�PK�=JKPDAN�HARAH�SDAJ�PDA�EJREPA@�
CQAOP�=NPEOP�BNKI�+AL=H��-=ODQL=PE�0D=NI=�=�LKLQH=N�BKHG�OEJCAN��=LLA=NA@�
KJ�PDA�OP=CA�=NKQJ@��ġ���LI��%A�LANBKNIA@�DEO�LKLQH=N�Teej�=J@�dohori�Ġ@E-
=HKCE?�?KJRANO=PEKJ=H�OQJC�LKAPNU
�NALANPKENAO�=J@�?KJPEJQA@�LANBKNI�PK�PDA�
?NKS@�BKN�=HIKOP�PDNAA�DKQNO��1DA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�%EJ@Q�SKIAJ�FKEJA@�
DEI�SEPD�PENAHAOO�?H=L�=J@�@=J?A�

#NKI�IU�KSJ�L=NPE?EL=PKNU�K>OANR=PEKJ�@QNEJC�IU�LANBKNI=J?A�EJ�Lho-
sar�=J@�IU�PSK�KPDAN�APDJKCN=LDE?�K>OANR=PEKJO�KB�Dashain�=J@�Tihar�=J@�
Teej� ?AHA>N=PEKJ� &� BKQJ@� PD=P� PDA�+AL=HAOA� @E=OLKNE?� ?KIIQJEPU�O�IQOE?�
LANBKNI=J?AO�LNKRE@A@�=�LH=PBKNI�PK� NA?NA=PA� PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�O� BAOPER=HO� EJ�
"@IKJPKJ�@AOLEPA�PDAEN�@EOP=JP�BNKI�PDAEN�DKIA�?KQJPNU��&J�@EO?QOOEJC�PDA�
NAEI=CEJ=PEKJ�KB� DKIAH=J@� EJ� PDA� ?KJPATP� KB� PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?� ?KI-
IQJEPU�O� BAOPER=H� ?AHA>N=PEKJ� �AJA@E?P� �J@ANOKJ�O� ?KJ?ALP� KB� ļEI=CEJA@�
?KIIQJEPEAO��EO�RANU�NAHAR=JP��4DEHA�@AłJEJC�EI=CEJA@�?KIIQJEPEAO�EJ�DEO�

#ECQNA��ġ Nepalese Hindu diasporic women of Edmonton dancing during 
the Teej celebration event at St. John’s Cultural Centre, Edmonton, Alberta 

2019. Photograph by author, August 25, 2019.
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>KKG��AJA@E?P��J@ANOKJ�Ġ����
�SNEPAO�ļĥEI=CEJA@�?KIIQJEPU9�EO�EI=CEJA@�
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A=?D�KPDAN�=J@�NAEI=CEJA�PDA�DKIAH=J@�O�BAOPER=H�?AHA>N=PEKJ�PKCAPDAN�SEPD�
PDA�KPDAN�L=NPE?EL=JPO�
"PDJKIQOE?KHKCEOP�*=NPEJ� 0PKGAO� Ġ����
�KBBANO� CNA=P� EJOECDP� EJPK� OK?E=H�

LANBKNI=J?A�=J@�OAJOA�KB�LH=?A��%EO�E@A=�KB�LH=?A�=J@�OK?E=H�LANBKNI=J?A�EO�
NAŃA?PA@�EJ�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�IQOE?�LANBKNI=J?AO�EJ�BAOPER=H�?AHA>N=PE-
KJO��0PKGAO�O=UOġ

1DA�IQOE?=H�ARAJP�BNKI�?KHHA?PERA�@=J?AO�PK�PDA�=?P�KB�LQPPEJC�=�?=O-
OAPPA�KN� !�EJPK�=�I=?DEJA�ARKGAO�=J@�KNC=JEVAO�?KHHA?PERA�IAIKNEAO�
=J@�LNAOAJP�ATLANEAJ?AO�KB�LH=?A�SEPD�=J�EJPAJOEPU�LKSAN�=J@�OEIL-
HE?EPU�QJI=P?DA@�>U�=JU�KPDAN�OK?E=H�=?PEREPU��1DA�LH=?AO�?KJOPNQ?PA@�
PDNKQCD�IQOE?�EJRKHRA�PDA�JKPEKJ�KB�@EBBANAJ?A�=J@�OK?E=H�>KQJ@=NU��
ĠL���


�O�0PKGAO�NAI=NGO�=�IQOE?=H�ARAJP�EO�JKP�IANAHU�=�OK?E=H�ARAJP��&P�D=O�PDA�
LKSAN� PK�ARKGA�IAIKNEAO�=J@� EJBKNI�=� OAJOA�KB�LH=?A����IQOE?=H� ARAJEJC�
HEGA�PDA�Lhosar, Dashain, Tihar,�KN�Teej�?AHA>N=PEKJO� EJ�"@IKJPKJ�?KJRAU�
=� OLA?E=H�IA=JEJC� KB� OAJOA� KB� LH=?A��NAEI=CEJ=PEKJ� KB� DKIAH=J@��BKN� PDA�
+AL=HAOA� @E=OLKNE?�IAIA>ANO� =J@�IQOE?� LH=UO� =� LKSANBQH� PKKH� PK� EJBKNI�
PDEO�NAEI=CEJ=PEKJ��/AC=N@HAOO�KB�?=OPA�APDJE?EPU�NAHECEKJ�=J@�CAKCN=LDE?=H�
NACEKJ�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�C=PDAN�PK�?AHA>N=PA�=�BAOPE-
R=H��1DEO�?KHHA?PERA�?KJO?EKQOJAOO�KB�+AL=HEJAOO�EO�PSKBKH@ġ�KJA�PDA�?NA=PEKJ�
KB�=�JAS�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�ĠEI=CEJA@�?KIIQJEPU�EJ��J@ANOKJ�O�Ġ����
�
SKN@O
Ģ�=J@�PSK�PDA�NA?NA=PEKJ�KB�PDA�DKIAH=J@�ĠOAJOA�KB�LH=?A�EJ�0PKGAO�O�
Ġ����
�SKN@O
��*QOE?�KBPAJ�LH=UO�=J�AOOAJPE=H�L=NP�EJ�PDEO�LNK?AOO�KB�?NA=PEKJ�
=J@� NA?NA=PEKJ��#QNPDAN� PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�KNC=JEV=PEKJO� =J@�DANEP=CA�
H=JCQ=CA�O?DKKHO�AOP=>HEODA@�EJ�"@IKJPKJ�=J@�KPDAN�L=NPO� =J=@=�=NA�GAU�
PK�>QEH@EJC�PDEO�?KJO?EKQOJAOO�=J@�CAJAN=PEJC�=�OAJOA�KB�?KHHA?PEREPU��1DAOA�
?KIIQJEPU�KNC=JEV=PEKJO�QOA�IQOE?�=O�=J�EILKNP=JP�RADE?HA�AEPDAN�EJ�BAOPER=H�
?AHA>N=PEKJO�KN� EJ� PA=?DEJC�JAS�CAJAN=PEKJO�=P� H=JCQ=CA�O?DKKHO� PK�NA?NA=-
PA�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@��!AOLEPA�@E=OLKN=�IAI>ANO�>AEJC�@EOP=JP�=J@�=S=U�BNKI�
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NAEI=CEJA�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�

Resonating Homeland
�AOE@AO�PDA�I=FKN�?KIIQJEPU�ARAJPO�+AL=HAOA�EIIECN=JPO�=HOK�CAP�PKCAP-

DAN�EJ�OI=HH�CNKQLO�@QNEJC�SAAGAJ@O�OI=HH�BAOPER=HO�=J@�HEBA�?U?HA�NEPAO��&J�
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AJKQCD�OGEHH�PK�AJPANP=EJ�LAKLHA
�SANA�=HS=UO�LNAOAJP�EJ�PDKOA�OK?E=HEVEJCO�
=J@�O=JC�=J@�LH=UA@�+AL=HAOA�BKHG�=J@�PN=@EPEKJ=H�OKJCO�=J@�EJOPNQIAJPO�
0KIAPEIAO�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPEAO�=HOK�C=PDAN�=P�PDA�LNKREJ?E=H�

=J@� NACEKJ=H� HARAH�� &� =PPAJ@A@�KJA� OQ?D�ARAJP� =� H=NCA�C=PDANEJC�=P�Western 
Canada Regional Nepali Sports and Cultural Events (WCRNSCE)�DAH@�BNKI�
'QHU� ���� ����� EJ�/ACEJ=� 0=OG=P?DAS=J�� &J� PD=P� ARAJP�+AL=HAOA� @E=OLKNE?�
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JE?�=J@�J=PEKJ=H�=PPENAO��&J�=�BQHHU�L=?GA@�PDA=PNA�D=HH�LANBKNIANO�BNKI�PDKOA�
LNKREJ?AO�LNAOAJPA@�@ERANOA�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQOE?=H�=J@�@=J?A�LANBKNI=J?AO�BNKI�
PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�?KJPEJQKQOHU�BKN�KRAN�PSK�DKQNO��1DA�=Q@EAJ?A�JARAN�IEO-
OA@�=JU�IKIAJP�PK�=LLNA?E=PA�A=?D�LANBKNI=J?A�SEPD�SDEOPHAO�=J@�=LLH=Q@��
4DAJ�PDANA�S=O�=�?D=J?A�PDAU�ARAJ�N=J�EJPK�=�OL=?A�=R=EH=>HA�>AHKS�PDA�I=EJ�
OP=CA�=J@�=NPE?QH=PA@�PDAEN�FKU�PDNKQCD�@=J?A�IKRAIAJPO�
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0KIA�@E=OLKNE?�IQOE?=H�CNKQLO�D=RA�AIANCA@� EJ� PDA�L=OP� BAS�UA=NO�=J@�
D=RA�>AAJ�=?PERAHU�I=GEJC�IQOE?�EJ� =J=@=��#KN�AT=ILHA�EJ�!A?AI>AN������
&�IAP�OEP=NEOP�/=JF=J=�0=EJFQ�EJ�=�RENPQ=H�IQOE?=H�LNKCN=I�KNC=JEVA@�>U�PDA�
+AL=HAOA�)=JCQ=CA�=J@�%ANEP=CA� AJPNA�Ġ+)  
�4EJJELAC�SDK�EO�=�IAI-
>AN�KB�%EI=H=U=J�3E>AO� =�IQOE?=H�CNKQL�>=OA@� EJ�1KNKJPK���??KN@EJC� PK�
0=EJFQ�PDA�CNKQL�S=O�AOP=>HEODA@�EJ������� QNNAJPHU�EP�D=O�PAJ�+AL=HAOA�@E-
=OLKNE?�IQOE?E=JO�=J@�EO�=?PERAHU�LN=?PE?EJC�+AL=HAOA�BKHG�=J@�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQ-
OE?�EJ�1KNKJPK��&J�"@IKJPKJ��H>ANP=��PDA�I=EJ�OEPA�KB�IU�NAOA=N?D�BKN�PDEO�
L=LAN��PDANA�=NA�PSK�HK?=H�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQOE?=H�CNKQLO�SDK�D=RA�>AAJ�=?PERAHU�
I=GEJC�IQOE?�EJ�PDA�H=OP�BAS�UA=NO��1DA�łNOP�CNKQL�EO�?=HHA@�Sangeet Majheri, 
SDE?D�S=O�AOP=>HEODA@�EJ��QCQOP������SEPD�=�BAS�PN=EJA@�=J@�=I=PAQN�HK?=H�
IQOE?E=JO��,??QL=PEKJ=HHU� PDAU�SKNG� EJ�@EBBANAJP�LNKBAOOEKJO� PD=J�IQOE?�
>QP� LNA�L=J@AIE?� PDAU�QOA@� PK� C=PDAN� PKCAPDAN� @QNEJC� PDAEN� BNAA� PEIA� =J@�
LH=U�+AL=HAOA�IQOE?���??KN@EJC�PK�KJA�KB�PDAEN�IAI>ANO�/=FAJ@N=�0Q>A@E�
PDA�CNKQL�BKNI=HHU�OP=NPA@�=�IKJPDHU�IQOE?=H�IAAPEJC�ARANU�H=OP�0=PQN@=U�KB�
PDA�IKJPD�EJ�0ALPAI>AN�������)=PAN�PDAU�NA?AERA@�?KIIQJEPU�=PPAJPEKJ�=J@�

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Regina, Sas-
katchewan performing Nepalese instrumental music in the opening cer-
emony of the 8th Western Canada Regional Nepali Sports and Cultural 
"RAJP�Ġ4 /+0 "
�������-DKPKCN=LD�>U��PD�4 /+ 0"�/ACEJ=�#=?A-
book page, 2021. https://www.facebook.com/8thWcrnsceRegina/photos

�=�����������������������������������
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OP=NPA@�PK�LANBKNI�EJ�NAOE@AJPE=H�OAPPEJCO�SDANA�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�?KQH@�
C=PDAN� =J@� HEOPAJ� PK� PDAI�� &P� @E@�JKP� P=GA� HKJC� BKN� PDAI� PK�>A� AOP=>HEODA@�
=IKJC�PDA�EIIECN=JP�?KIIQJEPU�EJ�"@IKJPKJ�=J@�=?NKOO��H>ANP=�Ġ/=FAJ@-
N=�0Q>A@E�LANOKJ=H�EJPANREAS�!A?AI>AN��������
�

0EIEH=NHU� PDA� OA?KJ@�IQOE?=H� CNKQL� EO� ?=HHA@�Nepali Bhajan Kirtan Sa-
muha,�SDE?D�S=O�BKNIA@�EJ�������&J�=�LNA�L=J@AIE?�EJPANREAS�SEPD�(NEODJ=�
�@DEG=NE�KJA�KB�PDA�CNKQL�O�IAI>ANO�DA�@EO?QOOA@�DKS�PDA�CNKQL�OP=NPA@�
SEPD�JEJA�@A@E?=PA@�B=IEHEAO�=J@�A=?D�B=IEHU�DKOPO�=�PSK�DKQN�IQOE?=H�ARA-
JEJC�BNKI��ġ���L�I��PK��ġ���L�I��ARANU�H=OP�0=PQN@=U�KN�0QJ@=U�KB�PDA�IKJPD��
1DA�CNKQL�LANBKNIO�PN=@EPEKJ=H�>D=F=J�SDE?D�=NA�>=OA@�KJ�PN=@EPEKJ=H�PATPO�
IAHK@EAO�=J@�NDUPDIO�PD=P�D=RA�>AAJ�KN=HHU�PN=JOIEPPA@�PDNKQCD�PDA�CAJA-
N=PEKJO�EJ�+AL=H��1DA�CNKQL�OLAJP�EPO�łNOP�UA=N�LANBKNI=J?AO�EJ������SEPDEJ�
PDA�JEJA�B=IEHEAO�=J@�EJ�PDA�OA?KJ@�UA=N�PDAU�NA=?DA@�KQP�PK�PDA�?KIIQJEPU�
SEPD�LQ>HE?�LANBKNI=J?AO���U�'=JQ=NU������PDA�CNKQL�S=O�NA?AEREJC�NACQH=N�
EJREP=PEKJO�BNKI�EJ@ERE@Q=H�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�=J@�?KIIQJEPU�KNC=JEV=-
PEKJO�PK�LANBKNI�PN=@EPEKJ=H�>D=F=J�=J@�GENP=J�EJ�NAHECEKQO�BAOPER=HO�HEBA�?U?HA�
BAOPER=HO�NEPAO�=J@�KPDAN�?=HAJ@NE?=H�NEPAO�Ġ(NEODJ=��@DEG=NE�LANOKJ=H�EJPAN-
REAS�'=JQ=NU�������
�

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic musical group Sangeet Majheri 
performing in a community event at Central Lions Recreation Center, Ed-

monton, Alberta 2018. Photograph by author, December 29, 2018.



79

,QP�KB�?QNEKOEPU�EJ�KJA�EJPANREAS�&�=OGA@�(NEODJ=�SDU�DA�EO�OK�=?PERAHU�
EJRKHRA@�EJ�DEO�IQOE?=H�CNKQL��%A�NALHEA@ġ

����&J�PDA�LNK?AOO�KB�IECN=PEKJ�PDA�KJHU�EJP=JCE>HA�PDEJCO�DQI=JO�?=J�
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N=>HU�SEPD�UKQ��&�@K�JKP�PDEJG�EP�EO�=J�A=OEHU�@AP=?D=>HA�PDEJC��&P�@KAOJ�P�
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BAAH�UKQN�?QHPQNA�=J@�?QHPQN=H�LN=?PE?AO��1DA�IQOE?�SA�=NA�LN=?PE?EJC�
DANA�EO�KQN�?QHPQN=H�LN=?PE?A�PD=P�SA�HA=NJA@�KN=HHU�BNKI�KQN�=J?AOPKNO��
����4DAJ�SA�LANBKNI�LAKLHA�=QPKI=PE?=HHU�?KIA�KJ�PDA�OP=CA�=J@�OP=NP�
PK�@=J?A��*=JU�KB�KQN�=Q@EAJ?AO�PAHH�QO�PD=P�PDA�IQOE?�SA�LH=U�P=GAO�
PDAI�>=?G�PK�PDAEN�REHH=CA��Ġ(NEODJ=��@DEG=NE�LANOKJ=H�EJPANREAS�'=-
JQ=NU�������


(NEODJ=�BAAHO�PD=P�PDA�IQOE?�PDAEN�CNKQL�I=GAO�DAHLO�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�
=Q@EAJ?AO�ARK?=PA�PDAEN�L=OP�HERAO�PD=P�PDAU�OLAJP�EJ�+AL=H���??KN@EJC�PK�DEI�
PDA�OKQJ@�KB�PDA�IQOE?�DA�LN=?PE?AO�?KJJA?PO�DEI�SEPD�DEO�?QHPQNA��PDA�KJHU�
PDEJC�DA�>NKQCDP�SDAJ�DA�HABP�+AL=H��=J@�PDEO�SEHH�>A�PDA�KJHU�PDEJC�PD=P�SEHH�
DAHL�DEI�PK�?KJPEJQA�PDA�NAOP�KB�DEO�HEBA�EJ�DEO�JAS�DKIA�EJ� =J=@=�SEPDKQP�
@AP=?DEJC�DEI�?KILHAPAHU�=J@�ENNAL=N=>HU�BNKI�DEO�DKIAH=J@�
�KDHI=J� OQCCAOPO� IQOE?=H� EJOPNQIAJPO� =J@� AJOAI>HAO� =NA� LKSANBQH�

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic musical group Nepali Bhajan 
Kirtan Samuha of Edmonton practicing in a residence in 2018. Photograph 

by Nepali Bhajan Kirtan Group Edmonton, 2021. Used by permission.
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?KIIQJEPEAO�KB� =J=@=�LH=U�EJOPNQIAJPO�>NKQCDP�BNKI�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�=J@�
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BKNPD�=�OANEAO�KB�AIKPEKJO�=J@�IAIKNEAO�KB�?DEH@DKK@�LH=?A�KB�KNECEJ�DA-
NEP=CA� DEOPKNU� =J@� OK� BKNPD�� &J�DAN� APDJKCN=LDE?�K>OANR=PEKJ�KB�@E=OLKNE?�
SA@@EJCO�EJ�PDA�2JEPA@�0P=PAO�+=NK@EPOG=U=�SNEPAO�ļĥI9QOE?�EO�LKNP=>HA�=J@�
PDQO�A=OEHU�>NKQCDP�>U�=J�EIIECN=JP�BNKI�DKIA�PK�PDA�DKOP�?KQJPNU��&JOP-
NQIAJPO�?KJJA?P�SEPD�@EOP=JP�DKIAH=J@O����0KJCO�ARKGA�LNA?EKQO�?DEH@DKK@�
IAIKNEAO��Ġ+=NK@EPOG=U=������L���
��&J�=�OEIEH=N�I=JJAN�IQOE?�D=O�>A?KIA�
EJ@EOLAJO=>HA� PK�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?� HEBA�=J@�=J�=NAJ=� EJ�SDE?D� PK�NAOKJ=PA�
PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�IAIKNEAO�

Conclusion
&J�PDEO�=NPE?HA�&�AT=IEJA@�PDA�IQOE?�KB�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPEAO�
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=J@�LQ>HE?�BAOPER=HO��&�@EO?QOOA@�PDAOA�IQOE?=H�LANBKNI=J?AO�>=OA@�KJ�PDNAA�
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LQ>HE?�DANEP=CA�BAOPER=H��OANRA@�=O�=�?D=JJAH�PK�ATDE>EP�?KHHA?PERA�E@AJPEPU�KB�
PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU��&ILKNP=JPHU�PDA�LQ>HE?�DANEP=CA�BAOPER=H�
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