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Abstract

Problem Statement: People have been doing researches about culture notion
for many years. And, it has been getting very complicated to identify the culture
notion in parallel with these studies. The term of multiculturalism is new but the
notion is pretty old. Multicultural approach in education has emerged as a
reflection of this situation and has become one of the subjects to be taken as a
priority as a result of the globalized world. It is needed to secure an education
concept to meet all education needs of all different cultures living in a society
and to make these different groups learn to live together in harmony. This
viewpoint should be secured starting from preschool period. This subject is one
of the most important needs of today’s education world.

Purpose of the Study: The aim of this study is to research the content, the
methods and the motives of the intercultural approach in education and to try to
recognize this subject, which is new in our country, with its practices around the
world. Multiculturalism is a subject with many possible expansions which can
be discussed among many different experts, but it’s been approached in terms of
reflections to the early childhood education in this study.

Method: The research is a work of collection which has been done as a
literature review type. Primarily multiculturalism and multicultural education
notions have been tried to be defined with the viewpoints of different
researchers. Thereafter, the aims of multicultural education have been discussed
and multicultural education approaches in preschool period have been analyzed.

Conclusion and Recommendations: Our world is actually a multicultural
environment and since the children live in this world, they need experiences to
make them fit into this environment. If children live in small groups, they miss
the features of bigger groups and have narrow viewpoints. Yet, knowing the
lifestyles of different cultures gives children a humanistic sensibility and
universal viewpoint. It is needed in our country to take note of studies on
intercultural approach in early childhood education. The priority must be given
to the education of teachers.

Keywords: Multiculturalism, intercultural education, early childhood
education, education programs.
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INTRODUCTION

People have been doing researches about culture notion for many years. And, it
has been getting very complicated to identify the culture notion in parallel with these
studies. As Kagitcibasi (1998) states, “culture” can be defined in 164 different ways.
For example, it can be said that culture is “the traditional ideas and values”, “passing
the learned attitudes from generation to generation”, “common shapes and
meanings”, or “a set of ideas, applications, norms and meanings to put the attitudes
in a system” (Kagit¢ibasi,1998).

The term of multiculturalism is new but the notion is pretty old. The wars and
developments of the last century have increased the number of cultures which form
the societies in Europe and America, and so the multiculturalism has been one of the
most overemphasized subjects for 30 years. “As the meaning, multiculturalism can
be defined as the differences in terms of content, along with various cultures existing
side by side and together” (Uygur,1996, p.86).

Many experts who are interested in the subject state that the one point to be
emphasized in the notion of multiculturalism is that different cultures living together
establish a new culture. Multicultural approach in education has emerged as a
reflection of this situation and has become one of the subjects to be taken as a
priority as a result of the globalized world.

The Aim of the Study

The aim of this study is to research the content, the methods and the motives of
the intercultural approach in education and to try to recognize this subject, which is
new in our country, with its practices around the world. For many years, plenty of
different cultures have been getting together in the same schools and in the same
classes. For example, it is possible to see children of an Italian, Indian or an English
family in the same classes in some countries. In this case, the children try to meet on
a common education line even if they are from very different cultures.

These kinds of class structures where the children from different cultures of
different countries do not yet exist in our country, rather it is possible to find
education environments where subcultures of the same culture come together. But it
seems possible to come across this kind of situation in the near future as a member
candidate country to the European Union. Besides, our children can already keep up
with different cultures one way or another. Most of the cartoons in our country,
which our children watch with pleasure, are being produced in another countries and
carry some features peculiar to the country it was produced. Multiculturalism is a
subject with many possible expansions which can be discussed among many
different experts, but it’s been approached in terms of reflections to the early
childhood education in this study.

METHOD
The research is a work of collection which has been done as a literature review
type. Primarily multiculturalism and multicultural education notions have been tried
to be defined with the viewpoints of different researchers. Thereafter, the aims of
multicultural education have been discussed and multicultural education approaches
in preschool period have been analyzed.
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FINDINGS

What is multicultural education?

In general terms, intercultural education is defined as a process when the
students can discover, share and reinterpret the past and future cultures. This
approach states indirectly that students have different learning ways. This
intercultural process starts with self-examination, acquaintance with the cultural
heritage of each other, contraction with the different one, and finding a place
between the developing mixed society.

The field of occupation of intercultural education is to realize an education
comprehension which enables the education needs of all different cultures living in
the same society to be fully satisfied and which ensures that these different groups
learn to live together in harmony. Also, it is to raise individuals with high universal
values and social abilities.

The mission of the intercultural education is to introduce an education
environment where people from different cultures who live together can see and
understand the positive features of each other without destroying their own values.
Another important mission is to increase the social sufficiency of individuals and
form a universal culture where local cultures can live together in harmony (Lynch,
1986).

According to Leslie Williams and Yvone De Gaetano, who are administrators of
an intercultural early childhood program called “A Learning Environment
Considering Everyone”, the culture of a family includes everything from food,
dance, music, clothing, art to lifestyle, entertainment, social traditions, medicine,
history, festivals, language spoken, religious beliefs, rules, education, attitudes
towards others and child growing practices (Hofmann&Weikart,1995:45).

Through this information, the general aims of intercultural approach in education can
be listed as (Lynch, 1989):

e To make individuals to develop empathy towards other people, to understand
the differences, similarities and diversities of people, to develop the society
with mutual solidarity, to cover local cultures in a way to make people from
different cultures feel like they are in home,

e To make people realize the reasons of their personal, interactional or
international conflicts and to help with the solutions,

e To give responsibility on the matters like not to discriminate, not to be
opinionated, and to be in cooperation for better features,

e To create awareness that all individuals, even if they are different, are values
and everyone can contribute to the humanity,

e To make everyone act in accordance with both the social and the personal
ethics about the cultural differences in the society and the world,

e To make the humanity understand that they need to be in mutual cooperation
in environmental and economical field and to make them feel responsible in
reaching economical prosperity at international level,

o To ensure the necessary skill, awareness, ability and manner for a democratic
cultural pluralist society.
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The aims listed above are seen necessary for enlighting the matters like
differences, which are necessary for societies on the doorstep of a multicultural
structure, living together in harmony, and raising world citizens with global values.

Why multicultural education?

Since World War 2, today’s democratic societies in the western countries have
become mosaics where spiritually, glossary and ethnically different cultures come
together. In this regard, they have started to take interest in multicultural education or
intercultural education for 20 years. Nowadays, England and other western societies
have started to do researches about the reflections of pluralist democracy concepts on
the field of education. Because, Western Europe and the countries like the United
States and Australia have encountered many problems for the last 20 years, which
are arising from different cultures living together and increasing. The intercultural
education or multicultural education has become one of the primary strategies in
integrating the new cultural groups, emerged after World War 2, with their own
societies (Lynch, 1986, p.92).

In addition to this, European Union picking up speed in 2000’s has revealed the
necessity of union members to be in cohesion on the education like every other
matter. As is known to all, one of the most recognized features of European Union is
the effort to provide harmony among differences. This situation is especially the
important field of education where the practices show great differences from county
to country. Differences mean enrichment for every individual and form an efficient
ground for quality and new discoveries (Cavdar, 2000). The key of education policy
of European Union is built on “harmony of differences”. With the Council decisions
which were made in October 6 1898, forming the multiculturalism has become one
of the common basic aims emphasized on the policy and cooperation with European
Union on the field of education (Topsakal&Hesapcicoglu, 2001, p.441).

Curriculum Guidelines for Multicultural Education
Emerging of the need for intercultural education in the world and beginning of
discussions about programs devoted to it have taken shape in a long period of time.
In this period, the experts interested in the subject have foreseen different ways in
education methods and programs. In most of these approaches, there are elements
such as having activities to increase the awareness of solidarity and cooperation,
using different learning methods and organizing the course contents in accordance
with the learning requirements of the students.
According to Phenice and Hilbrand (1988), these matters should be taken into
consideration in an effective intercultural program (Wollfolk,1997, p.203):
o Helping the children learn “all children of all cultures are valuable”,
o Helping the children recognize the differences between societies and accept
them,
e Helping the children value their own cultural characteristics and develop
self-esteem,
o Helping the children understand that they are a small part of a much bigger
world,
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Helping the children understand the common humanistic bonds in all cultures
and contributing to the peace and harmony in the world (act. Catron and
Allen 1993).

However, according to Banks, these matters should be taken into consideration
in an effective intercultural program (Carton&Allen,1993, p.251):

Content integration, creating a learning content which includes the examples
of key concepts, principles, generalizations and theories about other
disciplines and subjects of different cultures and groups,

Understand the structure of knowledge process, helping the students
understand the cultural impacts of different disciplines,

Equal Pedagogy, adjusting the teaching style in accordance with the learning
style of the students by the means of considering the differences arising from
the cultural and socio-economic environments of the students,

Refinement from Prejudices, with the thought that every group may have
different individuals, evaluating every child separately, even if they are from
the same cultural group, and recognizing their individual characteristics and
organizing the learning environment properly,

Making different social structures live the school culture together, under the
guidance of a qualified teacher-student interaction in the school, organizing
group and sport activities to make students different from cultural groups
socialize and share the school culture.

Intercultural education forms according to the approach of Banks are seen in

Figure 1:
UNDERSTANDING THE
CONTENT INTEGRATION KNOWLEDGE PROCESS
REFINEMENT INTERCULTURAL REFINEMENT
FROM — EDUCATION — FROM
PREJUDICES PREJUDICES

MAKING DIFFERENT SOCIAL STRUCTURE
LIVE THE SCHOOL CULTURE TOGETHER

Figure 1. The content of intercultural education according to banks’ approach

(Carton&Allen, 1993).
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Multicultural Education in Early Childhood Education

Intercultural education in early childhood education should be a process of
developing and materializing a multicultural viewpoint, rather than a different
education program. In this period, bringing a multicultural viewpoint to the children
makes him/her more sensitive towards other positive elements of his/her own culture
along with others.

Gomez (1991) emphasizes that intercultural education in early childhood period
must include the expectation from children to accord with behavior patterns of other
cultures. Because children may identify the ones similar to them or the ones different
from them sharply as “we and them”. Children need guidance to show empathy
towards the ones who have different lifestyles from the ones they are accustomed to.
The programs in preschool education institutions should also be oriented at
introducing different cultures. But teachers must be good observers and make
provisions for the children who do not take lessons from the examples given and who
cannot fit into the group.

According to Faust (1987), the most important point of practicing the
intercultural education program in the early childhood period correctly and
effectively is to make a positive relationship between personnel and the parents. It is
needed to work together for children to learn easily and permanently and to increase
his/her development. Another important aspect of a good practice based on
intercultural approach in early childhood education, is to secure the necessary
materials for a holistic approach. The teacher must form a rich environment with
carefully chosen objects and materials. These materials must be tools to make
children reflect their creativities and teach them through games.

Another important point to emphasize on the intercultural approach in early
childhood education is to teach the child that being different is not weird and strange
but interesting and valuable. Children need to identify and evaluate intercultural
similarities and differences. Not only the things which make ourselves different and
distinguish us from others, but also the things which unify and make us a part of
societies must be emphasized. For example, cooking various bread types from
various cultural grounds and discussing their similarities as much as their differences
can be an indicator of the value given to the differences.

Since the little children have the characteristic to think substantially, sometimes
they can make wrong and negative generalizations when they compare the
peculiarities of their cultures with others. Teachers can prevent these negative
impressions by submitting different materials and activities to make the children
compare different characteristics correctly. Big group activities in preschool
education institutions where a whole group gets together is the best opportunity for
this. In these big group activities, teachers can make children feel the group
awareness and organize various activities to teach the children important
characteristics of different cultures (Keim, Warring&Rau, 2001).

The learning plays an important role in intercultural approach in early childhood
education. Teachers should make the children know different cultures in his/her class
and give them a chance to understand that every culture may have similar and
different features. Bringing the children with similar and different lifestyles together
in common activities give them opportunity to gain positive self-conceptions. Child
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games, especially drama, are important strategies for giving children different
viewpoints towards different cultures and lifestyles. Developing the personal features
of the children and making the others recognize the peculiar characteristics of every
child are important strategies. Teachers should learn which cultural features the
children possess in the beginning.

According to Catron and Allen (1993), providing an intercultural experience in
accordance with the development of little children is only possible with teachers
respecting the individual differences and being sensitive towards other cultures
(Wollfolk, 1997, p.121).

Studies on Multicultural Education

Since there are too many different cultures in our world, it is almost impossible
to learn all cultures. But appropriate targets and common programs in the class can
prevent differences between the children from different cultures. The important thing
is that the preschool teachers and the parents to admit that it is necessary for all
children to participate in this common program. Learning by comparing their own
cultures with others makes the children better understand the both.

As is seen, the teacher is one of the most important elements in making the
individuals gain intercultural viewpoints. That’s why, the studies aimed especially at
teachers to have this kind of universal viewpoint have started to accelerate in 2000’s.

For example, Keim-Warring-Rau (2011) has made a study about “The Impacts
of Multicultural Education on the Students of the Faculty of Education”. In the study,
a multiculturalism lesson has been given to the students of faculty of education, and
the states of the students have been tested at the beginning and the end of academic
terms. It is very important that the result of the study show that the skills, attitudes
and knowledge of students about multiculturalism have increased. Because, the
individuals, who will be teachers in the feature, to have positive viewpoints about
multiculturalism will have positive impacts on the children who will be raised by
them to have these same viewpoints.

In a similar way, Paccione (2000), has also made a research on “Developing
Dedication to the Multicultural Education”. The aim of the research is to analyze the
elements which make the faiths and dedication of the teachers towards multicultural
education. According to the result of the research, it has been determined that there
are 4 stages to develop the faith and dedication towards multicultural education:

1st Stage; Awareness Context: In this stage, especially the important impacts of
early childhood period and the events occurring in this period are emphasized.

2nd Stage; Providing Awareness,

3rd Stage; Having a positive change in manners and views,

4th Stage; Defending the multicultural education and developing dedication.

As is seen, the studies about intercultural approach in education which aims to
give universal values to the individuals, indicate that the foundations of this
education should also be laid in early childhood education.
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CONSEQUENCES AND SUGGESTIONS

Everyone is a member of a cultural group different from another. These
differences are determined by the elements such as geographical region, homeland,
moral values, gender, social class and religion. For an individual to be a member of a
certain group does not mean that all of his behaviors and values will be the same as
other members. Every group has big diversities within itself. But in a general sense,
it seems that the behaviors of members of a certain group have similar behaviors and
values (Catron&Allen, 1993).

Our world is actually a multicultural environment and since the children live in
this world, they need experiences to make them fit into this environment. If children
live in small groups, they miss the features of bigger groups and have narrow
viewpoints. Yet, knowing the lifestyles of different cultures gives children a
humanistic sensibility and universal viewpoint.

Intercultural education in early childhood education should be a process of
developing and materializing a multicultural viewpoint, rather than a different
education program. The aim of multicultural education is not only to teach the
different groups and countries, but also to show them that there may be different
lifestyles, languages, cultures and viewpoints from the ones they are accustomed to.

The aim of multicultural education programs is to make every child build
friendly bonds with different cultural groups in the feature by providing positive
experiences to the individuals in multicultural environments and creating awareness
that every child is a value, even if they are different.

Today, in the conditions of our world, we need to understand and accept that
every person can have different characteristics even if this is not a problem, but
richness. Nowadays, a need for intercultural education has emerged in a lot of
metropolitan countries like United States and Canada and European Union Member
Countries, and studies have begun. It seems inevitable for our country, which is in
the process of entering the European Union, to deal with this subject in the near
future.

Early childhood period is also important to develop positive behaviors towards
different cultures since it is a period when the foundations of behaviors and manner
are built. Basically, educators play an important role in securing a multicultural
education concept by making the children know and understand different cultures. It
is needed in our country to take note of studies on intercultural approach in early
childhood education. The priority must be given to the education of teachers.
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Erken Cocukluk Egitiminde Kiiltiirleraras1 Yaklasim

Ozet

Problem Durumu: Kiiltiir kavrami ile ilgili olarak uzun yillardir arastirma
yapilmaktadir. Kiiltiir kavramini tanimlamak da bu uzun caligmalara paralel olarak
oldukca karmagiklagmaya baslamistir. Cok kiiltiirliilik terimi yeni ancak kavram
oldukca eskidir. Konu ile ilgilenen ¢esitli uzmanlarin ¢ok kiiltiirliiliik kavrami ile
ilgili olarak Ozellikle iizerinde durduklari bir nokta, farkli kiiltiirlerin bir arada
yasamalarinin da yeni bir kiiltiir olusturacagi olgusudur. Egitimde ¢ok kiiltiirlii
yaklasim da bu durumun bir yansimasi olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir ve globallesen diinya
cergevesinde giiniimiizde oncelikle ele alinmasi gereken konulardan biri olmustur.

Gilinlimiizde birgok iilkede uzun yillardir pek ¢ok farkli kiiltiir ayn1 okul ve simif
ortamlarinda bir araya gelmeye baslamustir. Baz iilkelerde aymi sinifta hem italyan,
hem Hintli, hem Ingiliz ailelerin ¢ocuklarmi bir arada gérmek miimkiindiir. Bu
durumda ¢ocuklar ¢ok farkli kiiltiirlerden gelseler bile ortak bir egitim ¢izgisinde
bulusturmaya ¢alisilmaktadir.

Bir toplumda yasayan tiim farkli kiiltiirlerin egitim ihtiyaclarinin tam olarak
karsilanacagi ve bu farkli gruplarin uyumlu bir bi¢cimde bir arada yasamayi
O0grenmelerinin saglanacagi bir egitim anlayisini1 gergeklestirebilmek gerekmektedir.
Bu bakis acist en erken yaslarda okul Oncesi egitim doneminden itibaren
kazandirilmalidir. Bu konu gilinlimiiz egitim diinyasinin 6nemli ihtiyaglar
arasindadir.

Arastirmanin Amaci: Bu caligmanin amaci egitimde kiiltiiler aras1 yaklasim
kavraminin icerigini, yontemlerini ve gerekgelerini arastirarak iilkemizde yeni olan
bu konuyu diinyadaki uygulamalar: ile tanimaya calismaktir. Ulkemizde heniiz,
degisik tlke kiiltiirlerinden gelen cocuklardan olusan sinif yapilar1 bulunmamakta
daha c¢ok ayni kiiltiir i¢indeki alt kiiltiirlerin bir arada oldugu egitim ortamlarina
rastlanmaktadir. Ancak Avrupa Birligi’ne aday bir iilke olarak yakin gelecekte bu tip
bir durumla da karsilasilmast miimkiin gériilmektedir. Bunun yaninda ¢ocuklarimiz
zaten su ya da bu sekilde diger kiiltiirler hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmaktadir.

Ulkemizde bugiin ¢ocuklarin severek izledigi cizgi filmlerin bile biiyiik bir
cogunlugu diger iilkelerde iliretilmekte ve iiretildigi iilkenin kiiltliriine has baz1 6geler
tasimaktadir. Cok kiltiirliik bircok farkli uzmanin iizerinde tartisabilecegi genis
acilimlar1 olabilecek bir konudur ancak bu g¢alismada erken c¢ocukluk egitime
yansimalar1 acisindan ele alinacaktir.

Yontem: Arastirma tarama tiirlinde yapilmis bir derleme caligmasidir.
Calismada oncelikle, ¢ok kiiltiirliillik ve cok kiiltiirlii egitim kavramlar1 farkhi
caligmacilarin bakis agilart ile tanimlanmaya calisilmistir. Daha sonra ¢ok kiiltiirli
egitimin amaclari ele alinmis, okul 6ncesi donemde ¢ok kiiltiirlii egitim yaklagimlar
incelenmistir.
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Sonu¢ ve Oneriler: Diinyamiz da aslinda gok kiiltiirlii bir ortamdir ve gocuklar
da bu diinyada yasadiklarina gore bu ortama uyum saglayabilecek deneyimlere
ihtiyaglar1 bulunmaktadir. Eger c¢ocuklar yalnizca kiigiik gruplar i¢inde yasarlarsa
biiyiik gruplarin 6zelliklerini kagirir ve dar bir bakis agisina sahip olurlar. Oysa farkli
kiiltiirlerin farkli yasantilarin1 6zelliklerini bilmek cocuga insani duyarlilik ve
evrensel bir bakis ag¢is1 kazandirir.

Kiiltiirler arast egitim, farkli bir egitim programi olmaktan ziyade ¢ok kiiltiirli
bir bakis agis1 gelistirici ve bu kavrami somutlagtirict bir siire¢ olmalidir. Cok
kiiltiirli egitimin amact yalnizca ¢ocuklara farklt gruplart ve iilkeleri 6gretmek
degildir. Aynm1 zamanda onlara kendilerinin aligkin oldugundan farkli yasam
tarzlarinin, dillerin, kiiltiirlerin ve farkli bakis acilarmin olabilecegini gostermeyi
amaclamaktadir.

Bugiin diinyamizin i¢inde bulundugu kosullarda, tiim insanlarin birbirlerinden
farkli ozellikte olabilecegini ama bunun bir sorun degil bir zenginlik oldugunu
anlamaya ve kabul etmeye ihtiyacimiz bulunmaktadir.

Erken cocukluk donemi pek ¢ok tutum ve davranisin ilk temellerinin atildig bir
donem olmasi1 bakimindan farkli kiiltiirlere olumlu tutum kazandirilmasi yoniinden
de olduk¢a 6nemlidir. Ulkemizde de erken cocukluk egitimine Kkiiltiirlere arasi
yaklagim konusunda ¢alismalarin baglatilmast Onceligin  0gretmen egitimine
verilmesi gerekmektedir.

Anahtar Soézciikler: Cok kiltiirliliik, kiiltlirleraras1 egitim, erken g¢ocukluk
egitimi, egitim programlart.






