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Giris: Hayatin her alaninda etkin olan kitle iletigim araglari, 6zel yetenekli bireylere yonelik algilari da
etkilemektedir. Bu araglarin ¢izmis oldugu 6zel yetenekli birey algisi, 6zel yetenekli kisilere ve 6zel yetenege bakis
acisini sekillendirmektedir. Bu araglar arasinda yer alan sinema filmleri her yastan ve her seviyede sosyoekonomik
kitlelere ulagsma giicii bakimindan dnemli bir yere sahiptir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci, 6zel yetenekli bireyleri konu
edinen sinema filmlerinde 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin nasil sunuldugunu ortaya koymaktir.

Yontem: Ozel yeteneklilerin konu edildigi 36 film incelenerek karakterlerin demografik ve farkli gelisim
alanlarindaki (bilissel, kisilik, sosyal-duygusal, dil) 6zellikleri degerlendirilmistir. Basrolii 6zel yetenekli birey
olarak karakterize edilen filmler arastirmaya dahil edilmistir. Bu 6l¢iit sonucunda ulasilan 36 film, arastirmanin
inceleme nesnelerini olusturmaktadir. Durum ¢alismasi yontemiyle desenlenen ¢alismanin verileri dokiiman
analiziyle toplanmis, betimsel analiz yontemiyle analiz edilmistir. Ulasilan filmlerin analizinde arastirmacilar
tarafindan alanyazindan hareketle hazirlanan 6zel yeteneklilerle ilgili demografik 6zellikler ile biligsel, sosyal-
duygusal, dil ve kisilik gelisim 6zelliklerinin yer aldig1 kontrol listesi kullanilmistir. Kontrol listesi dikkate alinarak
ozel yetenekli karakterlerin 6zellikleri incelenmistir.

Bulgular: Aragtirma bulgulari, incelenen filmlerde 6zel yetenekli karakterin genellikle erkek olarak tasvir
edildigini ve kimi karakterlerin 6zel yetenege eslik eden ¢esitli tanilarmin oldugunu géstermektedir. Gelisim
alanlar1 agisindan incelendiginde, bilissel gelisim alaninda giiclii hafiza; sosyal-duygusal gelisim alaninda 6z-
farkindalik; dil gelisimi alaninda dili dogru ve akici kullanma ve kisilik geligsimi alaninda ise 6z-disiplin
boyutlarinin 6n plana ¢iktig1 gorilmiistiir.

Tartisma: Filmlerde ozel yetenekli karakterlerin &zelliklerinin genellikle alanyazinla Ortiigen bir bigcimde
yansitildigr goriilmektedir. Bu kapsamda 6zel yetenekliler egitimi alaninda ¢alisan uzmanlardan goriis alinarak
tilkemizde 6zel yetenekli bireyleri konu alan filmlerin ¢ekilmesi 6nerilebilir.

Anahtar sozciikler: Ustiin zeka, 6zel yetenek, betimsel analiz, film analizi, 6zel egitim.
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Giris

Moscovici (1984) tarafindan ortaya atilan sosyal temsil olgusu toplumlarin deneyimlerine dayanarak
iirettikleri ortak bilgi, goriis ve kuramlar1 ifade etmektedir (Cirhinlioglu vd., 2006). Toplum i¢inde olusturulan,
kullanilan ve yaygimlastirilan sosyal temsiller bir kisi, grup ya da nesneye karsi tutumu belirlemektedir. Bu nedenle
sosyal temsiller bireylerin bir olguya iliskin algilarini incelemek igin kullanilmaktadir. Sosyal temsil kuraminin en
temel gorevi tanidik olmayani tanidik hale getirmektir ve bunu demir atma (anchoring) ve nesnelestirme
(objectifiying) siirecleri ile gergeklestirmektedir (Cirhinlioglu vd., 2006). Demir atma siirecinde bilinmeyen veya
tanidik olmayan kisi, grup ya da nesneler siiflandirilir ve adlandirilir. Ardindan nesnelestirme siirecinde kavram
ya da diisiince bir sembol halinde yeniden insa edilir. Sosyal etkilesimler sonucu yaratilan ve degistirilen sosyal
temsiller sayesinde bilgi popiiler bir hal alir, basitlesir ve halkin anlayacag: bir hale doniisiir (Moscovici, 1984).
Sosyal psikolojinin 6nemli ¢alisma alanlarindan biri olan sosyal temsil arasgtirmalar1 sadece bireylerle degil
bireylerin iirettikleri bilim, sanat, edebiyat, medya ve sinema ile de yiiriitilmektedir. Boylece sosyal temsillerin
sosyal gerceklige nasil ve ne sekilde doniistiikleri hakkinda bilgi edinilmektedir. Bu baglamda, kitle iletisim
araglarinda yer alan haberler, ele alinan konular ve sunulan karakterler 6nem kazanmaktadir. Ozellikle sinema
filmlerinin bireyleri etkileme giicii ve pedagojik etkisi biiyiiktiir (Giroux, 2002). Bu nedenle de sinema filmlerinde
bireysel farkliliklara yonelik sosyal temsilleri inceleme arastirmalart alanyazina katki saglamaktadir. Buna, Life is
Beautiful film ana karakterinin olumlu diisinme, motivasyon ve umut; The Pursuit of Happiness film ana
karakterinin azim ve gayret; Patch Adams film ana karakterinin deneyimlere agiklik, mizah ve yaraticilik; Intouchables
film ana karakterinin dostluk ve arkadaslik; Apollo 13 film ana karakterinin liderlik ve takim ¢aligmasi 6zellikleriyle

izleyicilerinin bu yondeki davranislarini olumlu anlamda etkiledigini ortaya koyan ¢aligma 6rnek olarak gosterilebilir
(Smithikrai, 2016).

Ozel yetenekli bireylerin yiiksek zihinsel beceriler, 6zel yetenekler, iistiin (akademik) basar1 veya
performanslari ile toplumun genelinden farklilagtiklari herkes tarafindan kabul edilse de (Sternberg & Davidson,
2005; Ziegler & Raul, 2000) 6zel yetenekliligin genel kabul gdrmiis bir tanimi heniiz yoktur (Dai, 2009). Bilim
insanlar1 6zel yetenekliligin dl¢iilebilir zelliklerini belirlemeye ve bunlari teorik gercevelere oturtmaya ¢alisirken
(Cattell, 1963; Gardner, 1983; Renzulli, 1978; Sternberg, 1984), toplumun geri kalan1 genellikle 6zel yetenekli
bireylerle kisisel deneyimlerine ve medya deneyimlerine dayanan Oznel tasvirlere giivenme egilimindedir
(Callahan, 2009; Hertberg-Davis, 2009; Peterson, 2009; Reis & Renzulli, 2009). Bu tasvirler 6zel yetenekli
bireylerle ilgili mevcut alanyazinda, birbiriyle ¢atisan iki goriise dayali olarak gerceklestirilmektedir: Uyum
(harmony) teorisi ve uyumsuzluk (disharmony) teorisi (Neihart, 1999). Uyum teorisi, 6zel yetenekli bireylerin
hayata iyi uyum saglayan ve basari elde eden bireyler oldugunu 6ne siirmektedir. Bu teori, Terman’in (1926), 6zel
yetenekli dgrencilerin okulda genel olarak herhangi bir sosyal zorluk veya problem yasamadiklari ve kisilik
ozellikleri agisindan normal gelisim gdsteren akranlarindan ayrilmadiklari iddiasina dayanmaktadir. Ote yandan
uyumsuzluk teorisi, 6zel yetenekliligin beraberinde birtakim bedeller getirdigini iddia etmektedir. Bu bedellerin
duyarlilik, yogunluk ve asirt uyarilma gibi 6zel yetenekli bireyler i¢in risk faktorleri iceren bircok ozellikten
olustugu iddia edilmektedir (Peterson, 2009). Bu durum 6zel yetenekli bireylerde travma, anksiyete, depresyon,
intihar diisiincesi, zorbalik, basarisizlik, kariyer gelisim sorunlari, miikemmeliyetgilik, asir1 ve yikici 6zelestiri,
yasa dis1t madde kullanimi gibi etkilere neden olabildigi ileri siiriilmektedir (Gaesser, 2018; Mallatt-Grow, 2020;
Tolan, 1994; Winsor & Mueller, 2020).

Alanyazin incelendiginde uyum hipotezini destekleme egiliminde olan arastirmalarin 6n plana ¢iktig
goriilmektedir (Ackerman & Heggestad, 1997; Reis & Renzulli, 2004; Zeidner & Shani-Zinovich, 2011).
Arastirma bulgularina ragmen 6zel yetenekli bireylere iliskin “6zel yetenekli 6grenciler duygusal sorunlar
yagsamazlar, dgretmenler hangi cocuklarin 6zel yetenekli oldugunu kolaylikla anlayabilir, ebeveynler ozel
yetenekli ¢ocuklarmi anlar” gibi kliseler, toplumda hatta ebeveynler ve dgretmenler arasinda hiikkiim siirmeye
devam etmektedir (Baudson, 2016; Preckel vd., 2015). Ozellikle de televizyon, sinema, gazete ve kitaplar gibi
yaygin kitle iletisim araglar1 uyumsuzluk teorisi temelinde 6zel yetenekli bireyleri gelismis entelektiiel yetenekleri
olan, ancak sosyal-duygusal becerilerde ve davranig kaliplarinda belirgin problemlere sahip bireyler olarak tasvir
etme egilimi gdstermekte (Abelman, 1992; Cox, 2000; Vialle, 2007) ve "uyumsuzluk hipotezini" destekler
nitelikte betimlemektedir. Bu durum ise 6zel yetenekli bireylerin benlik algisinin sekillenmesine yol agmaktadir.
Bu betimlemeler nedeniyle 6zel yetenekli bireyler ya etiketlenmekten kaginmak igin potansiyellerini gizlemektedir
ya da basmakalip 6zellikleri benimseyerek etiketle asir1 6zdeslesmektedir (Behrend, 2012; Coleman & Cross,
1988). Haber, film veya dizilerde karakterlerin nasil betimlendigi sadece 6zel yetenekli bireyleri degil ayni
zamanda bu bireylerle etkilesimde olan digerlerinin onlara iliskin bakis acilarini, beklentilerini ve eylemlerini
etkilemektedir (Ball-Rokeach & DeFleur, 1976).
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Alanyazinda 6zel yetenekli bireylerin gesitli kitle iletisim araglarinda nasil betimlendiklerini ele alan sinirli
sayida arastirma bulunmaktadir (Bergold vd., 2020; Kingore, 2001). Bu ¢alismalardan birinde Cox (2000), sinema
filmlerinde 6zel yetenekli ¢ocuklar igin ¢izilen bazi dogal olmayan rollere ve sergilenen mitlerle basa ¢ikmaya y6nelik
bir bakig a¢is1 sunmaktadir. Topal ve Tortop (2015, 2016) ise galismalarinda 6zel yeteneklilik kavraminin ve 6zel
yetenekliler egitiminin daha iyi anlasilmasi i¢in Kiiciik Dahi ve Kiigiik Adam Tate isimli sinema filmlerini
incelemislerdir. Ad1 gecen calismalarda filmlerde gegen olaylar alinyazindaki bilimsel bulgular 1s1ginda ele alinmig ve
tartisilmustir. Kiigiik Adam Tate ve Deha filmlerindeki 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin sergiledigi 6zelliklerin incelendigi bir
diger ¢calismada ise sinema filmlerindeki “6zel yetenekliler” portreleri elestirel olarak ele alinmistir (Sentiirk, 2018).
Deha filmini inceleyen bir diger calisma ise Imamoglu ve Tortop’un (2017) calismasidir. Bu ¢alismada Mary isimli bir
kiz cocugunun yetenekleri, deneyimleri ve sosyal iliskileri 6zel yetenekliler egitimi agisindan degerlendirilmistir. Deha
filminin incelendigi baska bir ¢calismada (Afat vd., 2020) 6zel yeteneklilerle galisacak egitimcilerin gelisiminde bir
egitim materyali olarak bu filmin kullanilabilirligi degerlendirilmis ve 6zel yetenekli bireylere yonelik toplumsal
farkindaligin artirilmas1 amaciyla kullanilabilecegi belirtilmistir. Karacan-Ozdemir (2018) ise calismasinda, Ekim Diigii
filmini sosyal biligsel kariyer kuramini temel alarak 6zel yeteneklilerin kariyer gelisim 6zellikleri ve karsilagtiklar
giicliikler acisindan incelemistir. Ozel yetenekli ¢ocuklarim gesitli deneyimlerini ¢ocuk gelisimci bakis acisi ile ortaya
koymay1 amaglayan bir diger calismada ise 12 film incelenmis ve 6zellikle bireyin erken donemde fark edilmesinin hem
bireyin hem de toplumun faydasina olacagi vurgulanmistir (Pektas vd., 2020). Son olarak Atmaca ve digerleri (2022) iki
kere farkli bireylerin sinema filmlerinde nasil tasvir edildiklerini inceledikleri ¢alismada, bu bireylerin biligsel alanlarda
daha olumlu betimlenirken sosyo-duygusal ve davranigsal alanlarda daha ¢ok olumsuz olarak betimlendiklerini
bildirmislerdir.

Alanyazinda yer alan arastirmalara dahil edilen filmlerde 6zel yetenekli bireylerin bir ya da birkac 6zelliginin
belirli bir metodoloji takip etmeden analiz edildigi goriilmiistiir. Sinema filmlerinde 6zel yetenekli bireylerin farkli
gelisim alanlarindaki 6zelliklerini biitlinciil olarak analiz eden ¢aligmalara gereksinim oldugu belirlenmistir. Bu
calismada 6zel yetenekli bireylerin bilissel, sosyal-duygusal ve dil gelisim 6zellikleri alanyazinda yer alan kanit temelli
caligmalar 15181nda ele alinmig ve kavramsal bir gergeve olugturulmustur. Benzer sekilde, kisilik gelisimi Bes Faktorli
Kisilik (Biiyiik Besli) Kurami ¢ergevesinde agiklanmigtir. Bes Faktorlii Kisilik Kurami farkli iilke ve dillerde yapilmig
caligmalarla desteklenmis bir kuram (Tatlilioglu, 2014) olmasi nedeniyle secilmistir. S6z edilen noktalardan hareketle
bu ¢alismanin amaci, 6zel yetenekli bireylere yonelik sosyal temsillerin sinema filmleri araciligtyla incelenmesidir.
Incelenen filmlerde 6zel yetenekli karakterler nasil betimlenmektedir ve hangi gelisimsel ozellikleri 6n plana
ctkmaktadir sorularina yanit aranmistir. Ozel yetenekli bireylere yonelik sosyal temsillerin incelenmesi aracihigiyla 6zel
yetenege iliskin tutumlar ortaya konabilir. Var olan tutumlar tanilama yaklasimlarina, &gretim programlarina ve
politikalara temel olusturmaktadir. Ozel yetenekli bireylerin kesfedilme ve aday gdsterilme siireclerinde, dzellikle de
erken cocukluk doneminde karakteristik ve gelisim 6zelliklerine bagvurulmaktadir (Diimenci vd., 2016). Elde edilecek
bulgularin olasi yanlis inaniglarin ve dnyargilarin farkina varilmasina yardimci olacagi beklenmektedir. Boylece 6zel
yetenekli bireylere ozel gereksinimlerini karsilayacak uygulama ve programlar gelistirilmesine katki saglamasi
umulmaktadir. Ayrica, kitap/yazili materyal ile terapi anlamina gelen bibliyoterapiden dogan film terapi “kendi kendine
yardim” siirecinin dnemli bir parcasidir (Hébert & Hammond, 2006; Hébert & Neumeister, 2001). Bu ¢aligmanin
bulgularinin 6zel yetenekli bireylerin kendilerinin yalniz olmadigini hissetmeleri, kendilerine benzer 6zelliklere sahip
baska kisilerin oldugunu fark etmelerini saglamaya yonelik bireysel ya da grupla danisma uygulamalarina kaynak olmasi
beklenmektedir.

Yontem
Arastirma Deseni

Bu arastirma, nitel aragtirma yaklagimlarindan durum ¢aligmasi ile desenlenmistir. Durum ¢alismasi giincel bir
veya daha fazla durumu, duruma iligkin etkenleri biitiinciil bir bakis agis1 ile ele alarak derinlemesine incelemeyi amaglar
(Merriam & Grenier, 2019; Yin, 2017). Bu arastirmada 6zel yetenekli bireyleri konu alan filmlerin biitlinciil bir bakis
acist ile derinlemesine incelenmesi amaglanmustir.

Cahisma Grubu

Gozlem birimlerinin belli Ozelliklere sahip olmasi istendiginde Olgiit Ornekleme yoéntemi kullanilir
(Biiyiikoztiirk vd., 2014). Boylece belirlenen 6lgiitii karsilayan birimler ¢aligma grubuna dahil edilir. Bu ¢alismada 6zel
yetenekli bireyleri konu edinen tiim filmlere ulasilmasi hedeflendiginden herhangi bir dil ve tarih sinirlamasi
konulmaksizin Nisan 2020’ye kadar olan basroliinii 6zel yetenekli bireylerin olusturdugu filmlere y6nelik taramalar
yapilmistir. Bu tarama siirecinde filmlerin agiklamalar incelenmistir. Inceleme sonucunda basroliinii 6zel yetenekli
bireylerin olusturdugu filmler ¢aligma grubuna dahil edilmistir. Bu amagla dordii 6zel yetenekliler egitimi alaninda
lisansiistii egitim goren, biri Tiirk¢e dil uzmani ve biri 6zel egitim alaninda dogentlik derecesini almis olmak {izere alt1
arastirmaci tarafindan herhangi bir dil ve tarih smirlamasi belirlenmeksizin Internet Movie Database [IMDb] ve
Beyazperde internet sitelerinde taramalar yapilarak 6zel yeteneklileri konu edinen filmlere ulagilmistir. Ek olarak Girgin
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(2017) tarafindan egitimcilerin uygun igerikli film segmelerini kolaylastirmak amaciyla iceriklerine gore film segimi
yapilabilen ve her filmin pedagojik degerini gdsteren bilgilerin (6r. dzel egitim, rehberlik, elestirel pedagoji, vb.) yer
aldig1 200 filmden olusan listeden yararlanilmistir. Arastirmacilar ulastiklar filmlerin agiklamalarini okuyarak 6zel
yetenekli karakteri oldugunu belirledikleri filmleri listelemiglerdir. Ardindan listeler birlestirilmis ve ismi birden fazla
aragtirmaci tarafindan listeye eklendigi igin tekrar eden filmler silinmistir. Arastirmaya dahil etme 6l¢iiti filmin
basroliinde 6zel yetenekli birey/bireylerin yer almasi olarak belirlenmistir. Bu 6zelligi tasimayan filmler ¢caligma grubu
disinda birakilmigtir. Tarama sonucunda 41 sinema filmi belirlenmistir. Belirlenen 41 film izlendikten sonra bu
filmlerden dordii 6zel yetenekli bir karakteri ele almamast, biri ise filme ulasilamamasi sebebiyle ¢alisma kapsamindan
¢ikarilmistir. Geriye kalan, 1984-2018 yillar1 arasinda yayimlanan 36 film ise incelemeye alinmigtir. Caligma grubuna
dahil edilen filmlere ve bu filmlere iligkin 6zelliklere, filmlerin izlenme siras1 dikkate alinarak Tablo 1°de yer verilmistir.
Tablo 1’de goriildiigii gibi 36 filmin dokuzu (%25) 2000 yilindan 6nce, 11’1 (%30.6) 2000-2010 yillar1 arasinda, 16’s1

(%A44.4) ise 2010 yilindan sonra yayimlanmustir.
Tablo 1
Ozel Yeteneklileri Konu Edinen Filmlerin Listesi

Filmin orijinal ad1 Tiirkge ad Yii Ulke Film tiirii
1  The Theory of Everything Her Seyin Teorisi 2017  Ingiltere Biyografi, dram, romantik
2 Mr. Turner Mr. Turner 2014  Ingiltere, Fransa, Almanya Biyografi, dram, tarih
3 Rain Man Yagmur Adam 1988 ABD Dramatik, komedi
4 Wunderkinder Harika Cocuk 2011  Almanya Dram
5 21 21 2008 ABD Dram, gerilim
6  The Man Who Knew Infinity ~ Sonsuzluk Teorisi 2015 Ingiltere Biyografik, dram
7  Vitus Kiigiik Dahi 2006  Isvigre Dram, miizikal
8 Agust Rush Kalbini Dinle 2007 ABD Dram, miizik
9  Amadeus Amadeus 1984 ABD Biyografi, dram, miizikal
10 Proof Kanit 2005 ABD Dram
11 Akeelah and the Bee Sozciiklerin Giicii 2006 ABD Aile, dram
12 Temple Grandin Temple Grandin 2010 ABD Biyografi, dram
13 Au Bout Des Doigts Au Bout Des Doigts 2018  Fransa Dram, romantik
14 X+Y X+Y 2014  Ingiltere Dram, romantik
15 The Social Network Sosyal Ag 2010 ABD Biyografi, dram
16 A Beautiful Mind Akil Oyunlart 2001 ABD Biyografi, dram
17 The Little Man Tate Kiigiik Adam Tate 1991 ABD Dram
18 Good Will Hunting Can Dostum 1998 ABD Dram, romantik
19 Taare Zaamen Par Her Cocuk Ozeldir 2007  Hindistan Dram, aile
20 October Sky Ekim Diisti 1999 ABD Biyografi, dram, aile
21 Searching for Bobby Fischer ~ Masum Hamleler 1993 ABD Biyografi, dram
22 Pawn Sacrifice Sah Mat 2014 ABD Biyografi, dram,
23 1Q Ask ve Zeka 1994 ABD Komedi, romantik
24 Something the Lord Made Tanriy1 Oynayanlar 2004 ABD Biyografi, dram
25 Sgﬁggg\lfvsHolmes: A Game of Sgeyrl]l?s::m]mesz Golge 2011 ABD Aksiyon, macera, gizem
26 Steve Jobs Steve Jobs 2015 ABD Biyografi, dram
27 Gifted Deha 2017 ABD Dram
28 The Imitation Game: Enigma  Yapay Oyun 2014  Ingiltere, ABD Biyografi, dram, gerilim
29 3 ldiots 3 Aptal 2009  Hindistan Komedi, dram
30 Finding Forrester Forrester’t Bulmak 2001 ABD Dram
31 Matilda Matilda 1996 ABD Komedi, aile
32 Pi Pi 1998 ABD Dram, korku, gizem
33 Sherlock Holmes Sherlock Holmes 2009 ABD Aksiyon, macera, gizem
34  Whiplash Whiplash 2014 ABD Dram, miizik
35 Van Gogh: At Eternity’s Gate Vﬁ‘;p?;fg; Sonsuzlugun 5418 ABD Biyografi, dram
36 Hadi Be Oglum Hadi Be Oglum 2018  Tiirkiye Dram
Not: ABD = Amerika Birlesik Devletleri.
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Verilerin Toplanmasi

Aragtirmada veriler dokiiman analizi ile toplanmistir. Dokiiman analizinin kapsami; arastiriimasi
amaclanan olgu veya olaylar hakkinda bilgi veren yazili, gorsel veya sesli materyallerin analizinden olusmaktadir
(Yildirm & Simsek, 2018). Bu arastirmada dokiiman analizinin kapsamini gorsel dokiimanlar, bagka bir ifadeyle
ozel yetenekli bireyleri konu edinen sinema filmleri olusturmaktadir.

Veri Toplama Araglan

Calisma grubuna dahil edilen filmlerin analiz edilmesi amaciyla arastirmacilar tarafindan alanyazin
dikkate alinarak bir kontrol listesi (Ek) olusturulmustur. Kontrol listesinde filmlerdeki 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin
demografik o6zellikleri ve gelisim 6zelliklerinin (biligsel gelisim ozellikleri, kigilik gelisim 6zellikleri, sosyal-
duygusal gelisim ozellikleri, dil gelisimi 6zellikleri) incelenmesi amaciyla iki genel kategoriye yer verilmistir.
Demografik 6zellikler kategorisinde; (a) cinsiyet, (b) yas, (c) yetenek alani, (d) yetenegin kullanildig alan, (e) es
tani, (f) ebeveyn, (g) aile ortamu ve (h) destekleyici kisi basliklarinda 6zel yetenekli bireyler ile filmin gectigi ortam
ve filmdeki diger kisilerle ilgili degerlendirmelere yer verilmistir. Benzer sekilde gelisim 6zellikleri kategorisinde
ise belirlenen dort alt kategoriye yonelik degerlendirmeler; (1) biligsel gelisim ozellikleri, (a) yaratict diigiinme,
(b) elestirel diisiinme, (c) analitik diisiinme, (d) dikkat, (¢) 6grenme hiz1 ve istegi, (f) gii¢lii hafiza agisindan; (2)
kisilik gelisimi 6zellikleri, (a) disa doniikliik, (b) uyumluluk, (¢) 6z disiplin, (d) deneyime agik olma, (e) duygusal
tutarlilik agisindan; (3) sosyal duygusal gelisim 6zellikleri, (a) liderlik, (b) adalet (c) mizah, (d) empati, (e) 6z
farkindalik ve (f) asir1 duyarlilik agisindan; ve (4) dil gelisimi 6zellikleri (a) zengin kelime hazinesi ile (b) dili
dogru ve akici kullanma boyutlari kullanilarak yapilmistir. Bu ¢alismada, kodlama siirecine gegmeden dnce yansiz
atama ile secilen iki film (Her Seyin Teorisi ve Mr. Turner) tim aragtirmacilar tarafindan izlenmis ve betimsel
analiz i¢in hazirlanan form dikkate alinarak degerlendirilmistir. Bunun ardindan aragtirmacilar kodlamalarimi
kargilagtirmis kodlama giicliigli yasadiklart maddeleri belirlemislerdir. Kodlamada uyumsuzluk yasandigi
diigiiniilen noktalar {izerine konusulmus ve gorlis birligine varilana kadar tartisilmaya devam edilmistir.
Arastirmacilar her bir maddede nelere dikkat edecekleri ve nasil kodlama yapacaklari {izerine fikir birligine
varmiglardir. Bu siirecin sonunda kontrol listesine son hali verilmistir. Boylece arastirmacilarin degerlendirme
stirecinde ortak bakis agis1 gelistirmesi saglanmistir. Ardindan arastirmacilar ikiger kisilik ii¢ grup seklinde alt
¢alisma gruplarina ayrilmistir. Bu sayede her film i¢in birden fazla aragtirmacinin degerlendirilmesi alinmis,
karsilikli olarak verilerin denetlemesi saglanmistir. Her alt grubun izleyecegi filmlerin dagilimi seckisiz atama ile
belirlenmistir.

Verilerin Analizi

Sinema filmlerinde &zel yetenekli karakterlerin demografik ve gelisimsel 6zelliklerinin nasil
betimlendigini ortaya koymay1 amaglayan bu g¢alismada, arastirmanin inceleme nesnesini olusturan filmler,
betimsel analiz teknigi ile analiz edilmistir. Betimsel analiz, gézlem, gériisme veya dokiiman incelemeleri yolu ile
elde edilen verilerin bir ¢ergeveye ya da basliklara gore kodlanmasi, sayisal verilere doniistiiriilerek 6zetlenmesi
ve yorumlanmasint kapsamaktadir (Yildirrm & Simsek, 2018). Arastirmacilar filmleri, kontrol listesini dikkate
alarak, 16 Nisan-15 Haziran 2020 tarihleri arasinda izlemistir. Alt gruplardaki her bir aragtirmaci filmleri ayni sira
ile ancak bagimsiz olarak izlemis ve kontrol listesini kodlamistir. Aragtirmacilar tiim filmleri izledikten sonra,
kontrol listelerini karsilastirmis ve %100 fikir birligi saglanincaya kadar filmlerle ilgili aldiklari notlara dayanan
bulgulari tartismiglardir. Gerekli durumlarda bazi sahneler tekrar izlenip degerlendirilmistir. Bunun sonucunda,
arastirmacilar tarafindan belirlenen 6zellikler temelinde kodlamalar yapilarak elde edilen veriler analiz edilmistir.

Inandiricilik

Inandiricilik, arastirma verilerinin ve analiz siirecinin arastirma amacina uygunlugu (Graneheim &
Lundman, 2004) ve verilerin dogru bir sekilde yorumlanmasi noktasinda aragtirmacinin giiven vermek i¢in ¢aba
gostermesidir (Whittemore vd., 2001). Kontrol listesinin kullanilmasi, birden fazla arastirmacinin verileri
denetliyor olmasi, alintilara yer verilmesi (Yildirim, 2010) aragtirmanin inandiriciligini arttiran faktorlerdendir.
Degerlendirme islemi sonrasinda alt gruplar bazinda, kodlayicilar arasindaki giivenirlik katsayisi “Goris birligi /
(gortis birligi + goriis ayriligi) x 100” formiili ile hesaplanmistir (Miles & Huberman, 1994). Giivenirlik ortalamasi
% 96 (ranj = 80-100) olarak bulunmustur. Bunlara ek olarak inandiriciligi saglama amaci ile bulgularm
raporlastirilmasinda filmlerden dogrudan alintilara yer verilmistir.
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Bulgular

Bu boliimde incelenen 36 filmdeki karakterlerin genel bilgileri ve gelisim alanlarma yonelik elde edilen
aragtirma bulgularina yer verilmistir. Tablo 2’de 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin genel 6zelliklerine iliskin bulgular

sunulmustur.
Tablo 2

Ozel Yetenekli Karakterlerin Genel Ozellikleri (Birey)

Filmler Cinsiyet Yas Yetenek alani Es tani/farkli alanda yetenek
1 Her Seyin Teorisi E Geng Fizik Var (Motor ndron hastalig)
2 Mr. Turner E Orta yash Resim Yok
3 Akil Oyunlarn E Geng-yagli  Uzamsal zeka Var (Sizofreni)
4 Kiigiik Adam Tate E Cocuk Fen ve matematik Var (Resim, miizik)
5 Sosyal Ag E Geng Yazilim Yok
6 Sah Mat E Tiim hayatt ~ Satrang Yok
7 Tanriy1 Oynayanlar E Geng Tip Yok
8 Can Dostum E Geng Matematik Var (Fotografik hafiza)
9  Her Cocuk Ozeldir E Cocuk Resim Var (Ogrenme giicliigii)
10 Masum Hamleler E Cocuk Satrang Yok
11 Ekim Dusi E Cocuk Fen Var (Matematik)
12 1Q E Orta yagh Yaraticilik Yok
13 Sherlock Holmes: Golge Oyunlari E Orta yagh Bilim Yok
14 Yagmur Adam E Yash Savant (Gorsel hafiza, sayma) Var (Otizm)
15 Harika Cocuk E Cocuk Miizik Yok
16 21 E Geng Matematik Yok
17 Sonsuzluk Teorisi E Geng Matematik Yok
18 Kiigiik Dahi E Cocuk Miizik Yok
19 Kalbini Dinle E Cocuk Miizik Yok
20 Amadeus E Geng Miizik Yok
21 Kanit K Geng Matematik Var (Psikolojik sorunlar)
22 Sozciiklerin Giici K Cocuk Hafiza Yok
23 Temple Grandin K Geng Gorsel uzamsal zeka Var (Otizm)
24 Au Bout Des Doigts E Geng Miizik Yok
25 X+Y E Cocuk Matematik Var (Otizm)
26 Steve Jobs E Orta yagh Bilgisayar bilimi Yok
27 Deha K Cocuk Matematik Yok
28 Yapay Oyun E Orta yagh Bilgisayar bilimi Yok
29 3 Aptal E Geng Miihendislik Yok
30 Forrester’t Bulmak E Geng Genel zihinsel yetenek Var (Basketbol ve edebiyat)
31 Matilda K Cocuk Genel zihinsel yetenek Yok
32 Pi E Orta yash Matematik Yok
33 Sherlock Holmes E Orta yash Dedektiflik Yok
34  Whiplash E Geng Miizik Yok
35 Van Gogh: Sonsuzlugun Kapisinda E Orta yash Resim Yok
36 Hadi Be Oglum E Cocuk Miizik Var (Otizm ve epilepsi)

Not: E = erkek; K = kadin.

Tablo 2’de 6zel yetenekli bireylerin ele alindig1 36 filmde yer alan 36 6zel yetenekli karakterin genel bilgilerine

yer verilmistir. Filmlerde yer alan 36 karakterden 31 karakter erkek, 5 karakter ise kadindir. Buna gore filmlerin biiyiik
¢ogunlugunda erkek karakterlerin rol aldig: goriilmektedir. Karakterlerin yas dagilimlarina bakildiginda 12 karakterin
cocuk (0r. Kiiciik Adam Tate), 13 karakterin geng (6r. Sosyal Ag), 8 karakterin orta yash (6r. Mr. Turner) 1 karakterin
ise yaslt (6r. Yagmur Adam) grubunda degerlendirildigi goriilmiistiir. 2 karakterin de film boyunca hayatinin birden
fazla boliimiine yer verildigi (or. Sah Mat) tespit edilmistir. 36 filmde yer verilen 36 karakterden 12’sinin 6zel yetenege
eslik eden bir baska gereksiniminin oldugu goriilmistiir. Bu 12 karakterin eslik eden gereksinimleri incelendiginde
8’inin (0r. Hadi Be Oglum) otizm gibi 6zel gereksinimlere sahip oldugu, 4’liniin (6r. Forrester’t Bulmak) ise ¢oklu
potansiyele sahip oldugu goriilmiistiir. Izlenen 36 filmden 14°ii (6r. Her Seyin Teorisi) biyografik nitelikli olup, 6zel
yetenekli bir bireyin gercek yasam Sykiisiine dayanmaktadir. Tablo 3’te 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin ailelerinin genel
ozelliklerine iliskin bulgular sunulmustur.

Sakar vd. 2023, 24(1)



OZEL YETENEKLI BIREYLERI KONU EDINEN FILMLERIN INCELENMESI

185

Tablo 3
Ozel Yetenekli Karakterlerin Genel Ozellikleri (Aile)
Filmler Ebeveyn (var-yok) Alle"()rtaml(olumlu- Ebeveynin egitime bakisi Destekleyici kisi
notr-olumsuz) (olumlu- olumsuz) (var-yok)
1 Her Seyin Teorisi Var Olumlu Olumlu Var (Hocas1 ve esi)
2 Mr. Turner Var Olumsuz Olumlu Var (Babas1)
3 Akil Oyunlar Filmde yer almiyor ~ Olumlu Filmde yer almiyor Var (Es)
4 Kiigiik Adam Tate Var Olumlu Olumlu Var (Anne)
5 Sosyal Ag Filmde yer almiyor  Filmde yer almyor. Filmde yer almtyor Var (Arkadas)
6 Sah Mat Var Notr Olumlu Var (Din adami)
7 Tanriy1 Oynayanlar  Var Olumlu Olumsuz Var (Esi)
. Var (Terapist ve
8 Can Dostum Yok Olumsuz Filmde yer almiyor matematik hocasr)
9 Her Cocuk Ozeldir ~ Var Olumlu-olumsuz Olumlu Var (Resim 6gretmeni)
10 Masum Hamleler Var Olumlu Olumlu Var (Anne, hoca)
11 Ekim Diisii Var Olumsuz (basta), Olumsuz Var (Ogretmen)
olumlu (sonrasinda)
12 1Q Filmde yer almiyor ~ Filmde yer almiyor Filmde yer almiyor Var (Albert Einstein)
13 Sherlock Holmes: Filmde yer almiyor ~ Filmde yer almiyor Filmde yer almiyor Var (Dr. Watson)

Golge Oyunlari
14 Yagmur Adam

15 Harika Cocuk

16 21
17 Sonsuzluk Teorisi

18 Kiiciik Dahi

19 Kalbini Dinle

20 Amadeus
21 Kanit

22 Sozciiklerin Giicti

23 Temple Grandin

24 Au Bout Des Doigts

25 X+Y
26 Steve Jobs
27 Deha

28 Yapay Oyun

29 3 Aptal

30 Forrester’s Bulmak
31 Matilda

32 Pi

33 Sherlock Holmes

34 Whiplash

Van Gogh:
35  Sonsuzlugun
Kapisinda

36 Hadi Be Oglum

Yok

Var

Var
Var
Var

Yok (Sonra dahil
oluyorlar)

Var
Var

Var

Var

Var

Var
Filmde yer almiyor
Yok

Yok
Filmde yer almiyor
Var
Var
Filmde yer almiyor
Filmde yer almiyor

Var

Filmde yer almiyor

Var

Filmde yer almiyor

Olumlu

Olumlu
Olumlu

Olumlu

Olumlu

Olumlu
Olumlu

Olumsuz

Olumlu

Olumsuz

Olumlu
Olumsuz
Olumlu

Filmde yer almiyor
Filmde yer almiyor
Notr

Olumsuz

Filmde yer almiyor
Filmde yer almiyor

Notr

Filmde yer almiyor

Olumlu

Filmde yer almiyor

Olumlu

Olumlu
Olumlu

Olumlu

Sonradan hayatina dahil
oldular

Olumlu

Olumlu

Olumsuz (basta), olumlu
(sonrasinda)

Olumlu

Olumsuz (basta), olumlu
(sonrasinda)

Olumlu

Filmde yer almiyor

Olumlu

Filmde yer almiyor
Filmde yer almiyor
Olumlu

Olumsuz

Filmde yer almiyor
Filmde yer almiyor

Olumsuz

Filmde yer almiyor

Olumlu

Var (Bakimyurdu
calisanlari, kardesi)

Var (Miizik hocast,
arkadaslar1 ve ailesi,
bira fabrikasi ¢aligani)

Var (Arkadaslar)

Var (Hocast ve hocanin
arkadas1)

Var (Dede)

Var (Yetimhanedeki
sosyal hizmet
gorevlisi, sokakta
tanistig1 gocuk,
ogretmenler)

Var (Babasi ve esi)

Var (Babasinin asistani)

Var (Ogretmen)

Var (Annesi, teyzesi,
fen 6gretmeni, oda
arkadast)

Var (Ogretmenleri, sefi,
kiz arkadast)

Var (Anne, 6gretmen ve
arkadas)

Var (Is arkadas1)

Var (Dayis1 ve
komsusu)

Yok

Yok

Var (Arkadas)

Var (Ogretmen)

Yok

Var (Arkadasi)

Yok (Zorlayan
Ogretmeni var)

Yok

Var (Babast ve piyano
Ogretmeni)
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Tablo 3’te 6zel yetenekli bireylerin konu edindigi filmlerde tespit edilen 36 6zel yetenekli karakterin
ev/aile ortamlarina iligkin bilgilere yer verilmistir. 36 6zel yetenekli karakterin 23’{iniin en az bir ebeveyninin
yaninda oldugu (6r. Whiplash), 13’iinlin ebeveynine filmde yer verilmedigi (6r. Van Gogh: Sonsuzlugun
Kapisinda) gozlenmistir. Filmlerde genellikle 6zel yetenekli bireylerin ailelerine yer verilmistir. Filmlerin
16’sinda karakterlerin olumlu bir aile ortamina sahip oldugu (6r. Her Seyin Teorisi) goriilirken 7 tanesinde
olumsuz bir ortam (6r. Can Dostum) bulunmaktadir. 2 filmde aile tutumlar1 zaman iginde degisirken (6r. Ekim
Diigii) 3 filmde aile nétr bir tutum (6r. Sah Mat) gostermektedir. 9 filmde ise aile ortamina yonelik bir bulgu yer
almamaktadir (6r. Pi). Filmdeki karakterlerin ebeveynlerinin egitime bakisi degerlendirildiginde 17 ailenin egitime
bakis1 olumlu (6r. Harika Cocuk), 4 ailenin olumsuz (6r. Matilda), 2 ailenin egitime bakis a¢isinin 6nce olumsuz
sonra olumlu oldugu (6r. Au Bout Des Doigts) goriilmiistiir. 1 filmde ise ailenin sonradan filme dahil olmasi
nedeniyle ebeveyn bakis acisi bu kategori kapsaminda ele alinmamustir (6r. Kalbini Dinle). Sonug olarak
ebeveynlerin egitime bakis acismin verildigi filmlerde genellikle 6zel yetenekli birey ebeveynlerinin egitime
bakiglarin olumlu oldugu goriilmektedir. Ayrica 12 karakterin ebeveyninin egitime bakis acisina yonelik bir
gostergeye yer verilmedigi (6r. Akil Oyunlarr) gézlenmistir. Filmlerde yer alan 36 karakterin 31’inin yakinlarinda
ailesinden (6r. Kiiciik Dahi), egitim hayatindan (6r. Her Cocuk Ozeldir) veya arkadas cevresinden (6r. 21) bir ya
da birden ¢ok destekleyicisinin oldugu goriilmektedir. 5 karakterin ise ¢evresinde destekleyici bir kisi bulunmadigi
(6r. Van Gogh: Sonsuzlugun Kapisinda) gozlenmistir. Filmlerde genellikle 6zel yetenekli bireylere destek olan
birey veya bireylerin oldugu goriilmektedir. Tablo 4°te 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin bilissel gelisim 6zelliklerine
iligkin bulgular sunulmustur.

Tablo 4
Bilissel Geligim
Boyutlar Davranisi gosterme (f)  Davranigin aksini gosterme (f) Davranisin gozlenmemesi (f)
Yaratici diigtinme 34 (%94.4) 1 (%2.78) 1 (%2.78)
Elestirel diisiinme 28 (%77.78) 4 (%11.11) 4 (%11.11)
Analitik diisiinme 33 (%91.67) 2 (%5.56) 1 (%2.78)
Problem ¢6zme 32 (%88.89) 1 (%2.78) 3 (%8.33)
Dikkat 35 (%97.22) - 1 (%2.78)
Ogrenme hiz1 ve istegi 35 (%97.22) - 1 (%2.78)
Giiglii hafiza 36 (%100) - -

Tablo 4’te karakterlerin biligsel gelisimlerine iliskin bulgulara yer verilmistir. Karakterlerin en fazla
gosterdigi 6zellik giiglii hafizadir. Bunu takip eden ozellikler sirasi ile dikkat, 6grenme hizi ve istegi, yaratici
diisiinme, analitik diisiinme, problem ¢ozme ve elestirel diisinmedir.

Giiclii hafiza incelenen filmlerin tiimiinde tiim 6zel yetenekli karakterler i¢in goézlenebilen bir 6zellik
olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ornegin, Kiiciik Adam Tate isimli filmde karakterin ¢ok kiiciik yaslardan itibaren
anilarini hatirlamast bu filmde yer alan karakterin giiclii hafiza 6zelligine sahip oldugunun bir gostergesidir.
Yaratici diisiinme becerisi, ele alinan filmlerin 34’{inde (%94,4) gozlenmistir. Tanryr Oynayaniar isimli filmde
karakterin buldugu malzemelerle yeni bir {iriin ortaya koymasi ve bunun tizerine “Etrafia buldugum bazi seyleri
birlestirip yaptim. Bu, gece tipki ge¢ saatte eve gelip karanlikta her seyin yerini bilirsin ya iste...” seklinde yanit
vermesi yaratici diiglinme becerisi sergiledigini gdsteren bir igaret olarak ele alinmistir.

Akl Oyunlary isimli filmde de John Nash’in “Yaygin dinamikleri incelemek ve farkl bir seyler bulmam
gerek, o zaman onemli biri olabilirim.” demesi problem ¢dzme, yaratict diigiinme, elestirel diistinme, analitik
diisiinme gibi iist diizey diistinme becerilerine sahip oldugunun gostergesi olarak degerlendirilmistir.

Ogrenme hiz1 ve istegi 6zelligi degerlendirilirken karakterlerin kendilerine destek olan birinin varhginda
ve yoklugunda &grenme durumlari incelenmistir. Ornegin 21 isimli filmde 6zel yetenekli karakterin hocasi
tarafindan kesfedilip ¢aligma grubuna dahil edilmesi ve isi hizli bir bigimde &grenmesi Ozelligin varligi
kodlamasimin yapilmasimi saglamistir. Kalbini Dinle isimli filmde ise karakterin sokak sarkicisi olan akranim
dinledikten sonra gitar ¢calmay1 denemesi ve ¢almaya baslamasi bu filmde de 6grenme hiz1 ve isteginin varligina
yonelik kodlama yapilmasini saglamistir. Tablo 5°te 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin kisilik gelisim 6zelliklerine iliskin
bulgular sunulmustur.
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Tablo 5
Kisilik Gelisimi
Boyutlar Davranisi gosterme (f) Davranisin aksini gésterme (f) Davranisin gozlenmemesi (f)

Disa doniikliik 23 (%63.89) 13 (%36.11) -
Uyumluluk 17 (%47.22) 16 (%44.44) 3 (%8.33)
Oz disiplin 30 (%83.33) 5 (%13.89) 1 (%2.78)
Deneyime agik olma 23 (%63.89) 9 (%25) 4 (%11.11)
Duygusal tutarlilik 18 (%50) 13 (%36.11) 5 (%13.89)

Tablo 5’te karakterlerin kisilik gelisimlerine iliskin bulgulara yer verilmistir. Karakterlerin en fazla
gosterdigi ozellik 6z disiplindir. Bunu takip eden 6zellikler sirasi ile disa doniikliik ve deneyime acik olma,
duygusal tutarlilik ve uyumluluktur.

Calismada incelenen filmlerde karakterlerin ¢cogunlugunun 6z disiplin 6zelligine sahip oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Ornegin Her Seyin Teorisi isimli filmdeki karakterin hastalig1 sirasinda dahi ¢alismasini tamamlamaya
caligmas1 karakterin bu 6zelligi tasidigina dair bir igaret olarak goriilmiistiir. Yine Her Seyin Teorisi filminde
karakterin dini inanc1 geregi deniz asiri iilkelere seyahat etmeye dair ¢ekincelerinin olmast deneyime agik olma
Ozelliginin aksi yonde kodlanmasini gerektirmistir. Kalbini Dinle isimli filmde ise g¢ocuk yastaki karakterin
Julliard'a girme firsatini yakalayacagi bir dizi karar almasi karakterin deneyime agik olma &zelligini tasidigina
isaret olarak ele alinmistir. Ekim Diisii filminde karakterin fikirlerini gergeklestirmek igin okul tarafindan
dislanmis Quentin’le diislincelerini paylasarak ondan destek istemesi ve babasmin karsi gelmesine ragmen,
Bykovsky’den kaynak yapimi i¢in yardim istemesi disadoniikliik 6zelligi sergiledigini gostermektedir. Ekim Diisti
filminde ise Homer Hickam isimli 6zel yetenekli bireyin kirtasiyeden cesitli tirlinler alip bunlarla roket yapmay1
denemesi, deneyime agik oldugunu gostermektedir.

En az gozlemlenen duygusal tutarlilik ve uyumluluk 6zellikleri ile ilgili X+Y isimli filmde karakterin
annesi ve arkadagina karsi olan davranislari arasindaki tutarsizlik, bu karakterde duygusal tutarliligin olmadigina
dair bir isaret olarak ele alinmistir. Yine Kanut isimli filmdeki karakterin babasmin 6grencisi ile olan iliskisinde
dengesiz bir tutum sergilemesi duygusal tutarlilik gostermedigine dair kodlanma yapilmasina neden olmustur.
Tablo 6’da 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin sosyal duygusal gelisim 6zelliklerine iliskin bulgular sunulmustur.

Tablo 6
Sosyal Duygusal Gelisim

Boyutlar Alt boyutlar Davranigi gosterme (f)  Davranisin aksini gosterme (f)  Davranigin gézlenmemesi (f)
Sosyal Liderlik 19 (%52.78) 5 (%13.89) 12 (%33.33)
ozellikler Adalet 19 (%52.78) 6 (%16.67) 11 (%30.56)
Mizah 19 (%52.78) 1 (%2.78) 16 (%44.44)
Duygusal Empati 20(%55.56) 9 (%25) 7 (%19.44)
szellikler Oz farkindalik 30 (%83.33) 4 (%11.11) 2 (%5.56)
Asir1 duyarlihik 28 (%77.78) 1 (%2.78) 7 (%19.44)

Tablo 6’da karakterlerin sosyal duygusal gelisimlerine iligskin bulgulara yer verilmistir. Karakterlerin en
fazla gosterdigi dzellik 6z farkindaliktir. Bunu takip eden 6zellikler sirast ile agir1 duyarlilik, empati, liderlik, adalet
ve mizahtir. Biyografik bir film olan Masum Hamleler de 6zel yetenekli olan Josh parkta satran¢ oynayan arkadasi
icin “Vinnie sokakta mi1 uyuyor? Ben biiyiiyiinceye kadar benim yatagimda uyuyabilir.” diyerek empati 6zelligine
sahip oldugunu géstermistir. Ekim Diisii filminde Homer Hickam isimli basrol karakterinin amator roket yapimi
icin arkadaglarina liderlik ettigi goriilmektedir. Deha filminde Mary karakterinin simif arkadasinin projesinin
pargalanmasina sebep olan 6grenciye kitapla vurarak zarar vermesi olumsuz bir davranis olsa da adalet arayisina
ornek gosterilebilir. Ayrica filmlerin neredeyse tamaminda mizah unsurlari tagiyan repliklere yer verildigi
gOrilmiistiir.

Kendisine yoneltilen “Neyi goriiyorsun?” sorusuna “Her seyi, bu benim lanetim.” yanitim veren Sherlock
Holmes, sahip oldugu 6zelliklerin farkinda oldugunu ag¢ik bigimde gostermektedir. Kanit isimli filmde karakterin
akademik agidan durdugu noktanin farkinda olmayisi, bulusunun babasmin fikirleri mi kendisine ait fikirler mi
oldugundan emin olamayis1 karakterin 6z farkindalik sergilemedigine dair bir gosterge olarak yorumlanmstir.
Buna ek olarak 6zel yetenekli karakterin 6z farkindalik 6zelligi gostermedigi gozlemlenen filmlerde (6r. Kanit,
X+Y), karakterin 6zel yetenegine eslik eden bir tanisinin daha oldugu ortaya ¢ikmustir.
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Temple Grandin isimli filmde karakterin hayvanlarin bakimi ve yikanmasi hususunda yapilan eziyetleri
g0oriip bunun Oniine gecebilmek i¢in hayvancilik alaninda gelistirdigi icatlar ve diisiinme big¢imi bu karakterin asir1
duyarlilik 6zelligini tasidigina isaret olarak ele alinmistir. Sah Mat filminde karakterin “Biitiin sartlarim yerine
getirilene kadar oynamayacagim.” diyerek istedigi kosullarin saglanmasini talep etmesi ve sartlarin saglanmamasi
durumunda “Bu, dikkat dagitan seylerle oynamayacagim.” diyerek satrang turnuvasina katilmamasi asiri
duyarliligi olduguna isaret etmektedir. Tablo 7°de 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin dil gelisimi &zelliklerine iligskin
bulgular sunulmustur.

Tablo 7
Dil Gelisimi
Boyutlar Davranisi gosterme (f)  Davranigin aksini gosterme ()  Davranisin gézlenmemesi (f)
Zengin kelime hazinesi 27 (%75) 3 (%8.33) 6 (%16.67)
Dili dogru ve akict kullanma 31 (%86.11) 3 (%8.33) 2 (%5.56)

Tablo 7°de karakterlerin dil gelisimlerine iliskin bulgulara yer verilmistir. Karakterlerin en fazla
gosterdigi 6zellik dili dogru ve akict kullanmadir. Karakterlerin %75°1 zengin kelime hazinesine sahiptir.

Temple Grandin isimli filmde karakterin dil kullanimimin tutuk olarak degerlendirilmesi ve karakterin
soyut anlamli kelimeleri ayirt edememesi nedeniyle dili akic1 ve dogru kullanma 6zelligi agisindan olumsuz yonde
bir kodlama yapilmasina sebep olmustur. Benzer sekilde Her Cocuk Ozeldir filminde karakterin i¢e kapanik olmas1
ve kisa yanitlar vermesi dilin akici kullanimi agisindan smirlilik gésterdiginin isareti olarak kabul edilmistir.
Ayrica bahsedilen iki filmde 6zel yetenege eslik eden farkli tanilar olmasi dikkat gekmektedir.

Tartisma

Bu ¢aligmada bagroliinde 6zel yetenekli birey ya da bireylerin yer aldig1 36 film incelenmis; bu bireylerin
ozellikleri demografik 6zellikler ve gelisim ozellikleri (bilissel gelisim o6zellikleri, kisilik 6zellikleri, sosyal
duygusal gelisim ozellikler ve dil gelisimi 6zellikleri) kategorilerinde degerlendirilmistir. Ozel yetenekli
karakterlerin filmlerde hangi 6zelliklerle ele alindiklari, toplumun bu bireylere dair bilgilerini ve dnyargilarini
etkileyebilecektir. Ornegin herhangi bir filmde &zel yetenekli karakterin 6zelliklerini kendi cocuklariyla
ozdeslestiren ebeveynler 6zel yetenekli ¢ocuklart olduguna dair diisiince gelistirebilir. Ayni sekilde bu filmleri
izleyen egitimcilerin fikirleri, 6nemli acilardan etki altinda olabilir. Bu noktada 6zel egitime ihtiyaci olan bir
grubun ele alindigi filmlerin bize verdigi mesajlar kiymetlidir. Aragtirmada 6n plana ¢ikan bulgular izleyen
satirlarda alanyazin baglaminda tartigilmastir.

Filmler yapim yillar1 agisindan incelendiginde ¢gogunun 2010-2019 yillar1 arasinda yayimlandigi ve dram
tiirinde oldugu goriilmektedir. Ozel yetenekliler ile ilgili filmlerin incelendigi baska bir calismada da filmlerin
genellikle otobiyografi ve dram tiiriinde oldugu sonucuna ulasilmistir (Pektas vd., 2020). Bu bulgu alanyazini
destekler niteliktedir. Ozel yeteneklileri konu edinen filmlerde konu edinilen 6zel yetenekli karakter cinsiyet
baglaminda ele alindiginda genellikle erkek olarak canlandirildigi gériilmektedir. Aljughaiman ve digerleri (2012),
yaptiklar1 ¢alismada &grencilerin zeki birey ¢izimlerinin genellikle erkek oldugu gdzlemlenmistir. Bilgic ve
digerleri (2020) 6zel yetenekli imajinin gesitli dillerdeki gorseller ile karsilastirdiklar: ¢alismalarinda 6zel
yetenekli bireylerin cinsiyet agisindan agirlikli olarak erkek oldugu sonucuna ulagilmistir. Arastirmamizda elde
edilen bulgu alanyazinda 6zel yetenekli bireylere yonelik algilart inceleyen c¢alismalar ile ortlismektedir
(Aljughaiman vd., 2012; Bilgi¢ vd., 2020).

Incelenen filmlerde yer alan 6zel yetenekli karakterler yaslari agisindan incelendiginde filmlerde
cogunlukla cocukluk ve genglik donemlerindeki 6zel yetenekli bireylerin betimlendigi goriilmektedir. Ancak bazi
filmlerde ¢ocukluk ya da genclik yillarindan yetigkinlik ya da yaslilik yillarina degin uzanan yasam oykiilerinin
islendigi goriilmektedir. Bu tarz filmler hem 6zel yetenekli karakterin yillar i¢indeki gelisimini, karsilastigi
sorunlari, hayata bakigini ele almamiz hem de ailelerin yasam boyu ¢ocuklarimin egitimine ve gelisimine yonelik
bakis a¢isin1 anlamamiz agisindan kritik bir role sahiptir.

Incelenen 36 filmde yer verilen 36 karakterden 12’sinin &zel yetenege eslik eden bir bagka
ozelliginin/tanisinin oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu filmlerde 6zel yetenege eslik eden dzellikler/tanilar incelendiginde
sekiz karakterde otizm, 6grenme giigliigli gibi tanilarin 6zel yetenege eslik ettigi, dort karakterde ise ¢oklu
potansiyele eslik ettigi goriilmektedir. Iki kere farklilik, filmlerde oldugu gibi alanyazinda da dikkat ¢eken bir
konudur. ki kere farklilik (twice exceptional) kavrami bireylerin bir veya birden fazla alanda 6zel yetenek
gosterirken bir ya da birden fazla alanda yetersizlik gdstermesi ya da bu alanlarda gii¢liik yasamasi olarak
tanimlanmaktadir (Neihart, 2008). Ozel yetenekli bireyler bir veya birkag alanda iist diizey yeteneklere sahip
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olabilirler ancak sosyal, sanat, motor beceriler gibi bazi becerilerde yasitlarina es veya yagitlarinin gerisinde
gelisim gosterebilirler (Daglioglu, 2010). Ote yandan ¢oklu potansiyel kavrami, birden fazla alanda 6zel yetenek
gosteren bireyler icin kullanilan bir kavramdir (Kerr & Sodano, 2003). Otuz alt1 filmin sekiz tanesinde iki kere
farkl1 bireylere, dort tanesinde ¢oklu potansiyel gosteren bireylere yer verilmis olmasi heniiz farkindaligi yeni
gelisen iki kere farklilik ve ¢oklu potansiyel kavramlari agisindan ilging bir bulgudur.

Ailelerin 6zel yetenekli ¢ocugunun egitimine yonelik bakis agilarina yer verilen filmlerin ¢ogunda ise
olumlu bir bakis agis1 sergilendigi goriilmektedir. Ozel yetenekli dgrencilerin yetiskin rehberligi, destekleyici bir
aile ortamu ile yeteneklerinin desteklenmesinin 6nemli oldugu bilinmektedir (Deur, 2011). Filmlerde 6zel yetenekli
karakterlerin yakinlarinda ailesinden, egitim hayatindan veya arkadas cevresinden bir ya da birden ¢ok
destekleyicisinin oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu kisi 6zel yetenekli bireyin dgretmeni (6r. Ekim Diigii), esi (0r. Akil
Oyunlart) veya terapisti (6r. Can Dostum) olabilmektedir. Bu baglamda filmlerde alanyazinda da (Ozbay &
Palanci, 2011) sik¢a vurgulanan o6zel yetenekli bireylerin cevreleri tarafindan yeteneklerinin kabul edilip
desteklenmelerinin  6nemine deginildigi goriilmektedir. Filmlerin izleyiciler iizerindeki etkisine yonelik
aragtirmalar diistiniildtigiinde filmlerde digerleri tarafindan sunulan destegin etkisine deginilmesinin bu bireylere
destek sunulmas1 konusunda yonlendirici olabilecegi diisiiniilmektedir. Ornegin, Can Dostum filminde, yetenegi
fark eden profesor ve olumlu yonlendirmeler yapan terapistin 6zel yetenekli karakterin hayatta basarili olmasinda
pay1 biyiiktir.

Ozel yetenek kavrami hem alanyazinda hem de kitle iletisim araclarinda daha cok ileri diizey bilissel
gelisim ile iligkilendirilmektedir (Bayar vd., 2020). Bu bireylerin biligsel gelisim 6zellikleri arasinda ise en fazla
giiclii hafizaya vurgu yapildigi goriilmektedir. Giiglii hafiza ayn1 zamanda 6zel yeteneklilerin ayirt edici
ozelliklerinden biridir (Clark, 2015). Kiiciik Adam Tate filminde 6zel yetenekli karakter olan Fred’in “Diinyaya
geldigim anmi hatirlayabiliyorum.” ifadesi ¢ok kiiclik yaslarina ait anilarini hatirlayabildigini gostermektedir.
Incelenen filmlerde biligsel gelisim 6zelliklerinden, giiclii hafizay: takip eden zellikler siras1 ile dikkat, 5grenme
hiz1 ve istegi, yaratic1 diislinme, analitik diisiinme, problem ¢6zme ve elestirel diisiinmedir. Her Seyin Teorisi
filminde Stephen Hawking’in “Mutlulugun matematiksel olasiligini ¢ozmeye ¢alistyorum.” sozleri iist diizey
diigiinme becerilerini vurgulamaktadir. Kiiciik Adam Tate filminde Fred’in bir giin annesiyle beraber yemek yerken
tabagin altindaki yaziy1 okumasi ¢ok kiiciik yasta kendi kendine okumay1 6grendigini gdstermektedir. Alanyazinda
ozel yetenekliligin tanilanmasinda 6nemli Sl¢iitler arasinda yer alan bu 6zelliklerin filmlerde de karsilik bulmasi
beklendik bir durumdur. Pfeiffer da (2009) 3 yasinda kitap okuyan, 6 yasinda iyi derecede satrang oynayan veya
11 yaginda bir iniversite orkestrasiyla keman ¢alan ¢ocuk Orneklerinin gelisimsel olarak ileri olan ¢ocuklari
yansittigini ve 6zel yetenekliligin bir gostergesi oldugunu bildirmistir.

Karakterlerin kisilik 6zelliklerinde en fazla gosterdigi 6zellik 6z disiplindir. Bunu takip eden 6zellikler
sirast ile disa doniikliik ve deneyime agik olma, duygusal tutarlihk ve uyumluluktur. Oz disiplin, bireyin
davranislarini, sorumluluklarini kontrol altina alabilecekleri anlamina gelmektedir (Bear, 2005). Biyografik bir
film olan Ekim Diigii filminin basroliinde bulunan Homer’in babasinin karsi gelmesine ragmen “Ben bir roket
yapacagim, Sputnik gibi. Evet onun uzaya falan gidecegini soylemiyorum ama roketi yapacagim, bunu mutlaka
yapacagim.” sozleri, barindirdig1 tiim zorluklara ragmen vazgegmeme, basaracagina karsi inang gosterme ve
kisinin kendi kendini motive etmesi olarak diisiiniilerek 6z disiplin 6zelliklerine 6rnek olarak verilebilir. Disa
doniikliik ve deneyime agiklik, kisiligin bes faktorii arasinda yer almaktadir (Kaufman vd., 2016); disa doniikliik,
sosyal ve girigsken olma olarak tanimlanirken (McCrae & Costa, 1987); deneyime agik olma merakli, yaratici,
hayal giicii genis olma olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Tatlilioglu, 2014). Alanyazinda da &zel yetenekli bireylerin
estetik duyarlilik, hayal giicii ve geleneksel olmayan tutumlara sahip olduklarindan s6z edilmekte (Chamorro-
Premuzic, 2007); incelenen filmlerde alanyazinla tutarli bir sekilde bu kisilik 6zelliklerine sahip 6zel yetenekli
bireyler karakterize edilmektedir (Clark, 2015). Duygusal tutarlilik ve uyumluluk i¢in ise filmlerde karakterize
edilen 6zel yetenekli bireyler ile alanyazin arasinda farkliliklar géze ¢arpmaktadir. Duygusal tutarlilik, bireyin
yasadig1 kosullara olumlu yaklagsmasi ve i¢ dengesini koruyabilmesi olarak tanimlanirken (Bozkaya, 2013);
uyumluluk ise yeni durumlara ve kisiler arasi olaylara uyum gosterme yardimsever, anlayisli, affedici tavir
gosterme olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Tatlilioglu, 2014). Bu &zellikler 6zel yeteneklilerin 6zellikleri arasinda yer
almaktadir (Clark, 2015). Filmler karakterlerin uyumluluk ve duygusal tutarlilik &zellikleri agisindan
incelendiginde ise karakterlerin yarisindan azinda bu o6zelligin 6n plana ¢ikarildigr goriilmektedir (6r. X+Y
filminde Nathan ve Kanit filmindeki Catherine). Bu bulgu 6zel yetenekli bireylerin filmlerde sosyal becerilerde
sorun yasayan ve zayif iletisim becerilerine sahip bireyler olarak betimlendiklerini ortaya koyan diger arastirma
bulgulariyla da paralellik gostermektedir (Pektas vd., 2020). Alanyazinda 6zel yeteneklilerde sosyal uyuma dair
yapilan ¢aligmalarin bulgular1 farkliliklar gostermekle birlikte son yillarda yapilan ¢alismalarda 6zel yetenekli
bireylerin akranlarindan daha yiiksek olmayan, en azindan akranlarina esit diizeyde sosyal uyum sergiledikleri
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sonucuna ulagilmistir (Ogurlu, 2010). Bu bulguyu Neihart ve digerlerinin (2021), yetenekleri kaynakli veya
toplumun 6zel yetenekli bireyleri nasil konumlandirdigiyla ilgili olarak 6zel yetenekli kisiler arasinda daha yaygin
olan sosyo-duygusal zorluklar bulunabilecegi ancak bu durumun 6zel yetenekli ¢ocuklarin diger akranlarina oranla
sosyal olarak beceriksiz olma olasiliginin daha yiiksek oldugu anlamina gelmedigini belirttigi caligma da
desteklemektedir. Ozel egitim dgretmen adaylarmin 6zel yetenekli bireylerinin dzelliklerine dair algilarinin
incelendigi bir arastirmada ise adaylarin bu bireyleri “iletisim problemi yasayan, asosyal kisiler” olarak
algiladiklar1 gorilmistir (Bayar vd., 2020). Bir baska arastirmada ise rehber &gretmen/psikolojik danigman
adaylarinin 6zel yetenekli bireylerin sosyal uyum i¢in destek ihtiyacini, en ¢ok rehberlik gereksinimlerinin oldugu
alan olarak algiladiklar1 goriilmiistiir (Giigyeter, 2018). Ozel yetenekli bireylerin akranlarma benzer sekilde
uyumlu ve duygusal tutarliliga sahip olduklar1 halde aksi yonde algilanmalarinin olasi nedenleri arasinda kitle
iletisim araglarinda ozel yetenekli bireylerin uyumsuz ve duygusal tutarliliga sahip olmayan bireyler olarak
betimlenmesinin etkili olabilecegi diistiniilmektedir.

Aragtirmada 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin sosyal-duygusal gelisim 6zellikleri arasinda en fazla gdsterdigi
ozelligin 6z farkindalik oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bunu takip eden 6zellikler sirast ile asir1 duyarlilik, empati, liderlik,
adalet ve mizah olmustur. Filmlerde de 6n plana ¢ikan asiri duyarlilik kisilik gelisimi kuramlarinda da 6zel
yetenekli bireyler igin en fazla {izerinde durulan 6zelliktir (Rinn & Bishop, 2015). Sherlock Holmes: Galge
Oyunlar filminde 6zel yetenekli Sherlock Holmes’a “Neyi goriiyorsun?” diye soruldugunda “Her seyi, bu da
benim lanetim.” diye yanit vermistir. Bu filmde karakterin asir1 duyarlilik ve 6z farkindalik 6zelligine farkli
boyutlarda sik sik vurgu yapildigi goriilmiistiir. Oz farkindalik bireylerin igsel ve digerleriyle etkilesim durumunun
bilingli olarak farkinda olma derecesi olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Hackston, 2019). Van Gogh: Sonsuzlugun
Kapisinda filminde “Neden bu kadar duygusalsin? ” sorusuna “Bazen ne yaptigimi ve ne dedigimi bilmiyorum.”
cevabini vererek asir1 duyarlilik ve duygusal tutarlilik agisindan yasadigi sorunlari dile getirmistir. Filmlerde 6zel
yetenekli karakterleri betimlemekte en ¢ok basvurulan sosyal-duygusal gelisim 6zelliklerine incelendiginde de
alanyazinda vurgu yapilan ozelliklere deginildigi goriilmektedir. Bu ozellikler arasinda yiiksek 6z farkindalik,
baskalarinin duygularina karsi sira dis1 hassasiyet, duygusal derinlik, liderlik gibi 6zellikler bulunmaktadir (Clark,
2015). Akil Oyuniar: filminde 6zel yetenekli karakter olan John Nash’in, “Ailen yok, yakin dostlarin yok, peki
neden?” sorusuna ‘“Yalmiz bir kurt oldugumu diisiinmek hosuma gidiyor ama asil nedeni insanlar benden
hogslanmiyor.” ifadelerine yer verilmistir. Can Dostum filminde 6zel yetenekli Will “Resim yapamam, diiz bir
¢izgi bile ¢izemem, piyano ¢alamam, ama béyle seyler soz konusu oldugunda yapabiliyorum iste.” demistir. Her
iki ornekte de 6zel yetenekli bireylerin kendilerine ve gevresindeki diger bireylere dair farkindaliklarinin oldugunu
gorebiliriz. Kii¢iik Adam Tate filminde 6zel yetenekli karakter olan Fred’in “Toprak ana eriyor.” yazisim gorerek
hiiziinlenmesi durumu toplumsal olaylara kars1 da empati 6zelligine vurgu yapmaktadir. Bunun nedeni olarak
annesinin yorumu su sekildedir: “Diinyayr ve beni ¢ok fazla diisiiniiyor.” Van Gogh: Sonsuzlugun Kapisinda
filminde Van Gogh “Sadece onlardan biri olmak istiyorum.” diyerek uyum gostermeyi istedigi ancak
basaramadigi goriilmektedir.

Ozel yeteneklilerin ele alindig1 filmlerde karakterlerin en fazla gosterdigi dil gelisim 6zelligi dili akic1 ve
dogru kullanmadir. Bu karakterler cogunlukla zengin kelime hazinesine sahiptir. Ozel yeteneklilerin ayirt edici
ozelliklerinden birinin, zengin kelime hazinesine sahip olmalar1 ve akranlarma oranla iyi diizeyde dil gelisimleri
oldugu diisiiniildiigiinde (Clark, 2015; Conklin & Frei, 2015) filmlerde de bu 6zelliklerin 6n plana ¢ikmasi
beklendik bir durumdur. Bu baglamda filmlerde 6zel yetenekli bireyler i¢in ele alinan 6zelliklerin filmlerde yaygin
olarak yer buldugu soylenebilir.

Sonug olarak, 1984-2018 yillar1 arasinda yayinlanan 6zel yetenekli bireyleri konu edinen ve Tirkge
terclimesi bulunan 36 filmin incelenmesi ile sinirli olan bu ¢aligmanin bulgulari filmlerde 6zel yetenekli bireylerin
genellikle alanyaznla tutarh bir sekilde karakterize edildigini gostermektedir. Filmlerin ve sosyal temsillerin
toplum tizerinde biraktigi etkiler dikkate alindiginda filmlerde bilimsel bilgiler 1s181nda 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin
betimlenmesinin son derece 6nemli oldugu diisiiniilmektedir. Bu arastirmada elde edilen bulgulara dayali olarak
cesitli onerilerde bulunulabilir. Filmlerdeki 6zel yetenekli bireyler yalnizca belli gelisim 6zellikleri agisindan
incelenmistir. Bu noktadan hareketle farkli 6zelliklerin (6r. ahlak gelisimi) temel alindig1 arastirmalarin yapilmasi
onerilebilir. Incelenen filmlerde 6zel yetenege eslik eden farkli tanilar1 olan bireylerin oldugu gériilmektedir.
Benzer bir ¢alisma dogrudan bu bireylerin basrol oldugu filmlere yonelik yapilabilir. Filmler taranirken bir¢ok
film veri taban1 bulunmasina ragmen yalnizca yurtdisinda ve yurti¢inde en bilindik film veri tabanlar1 olan IMDb
ve Beyazperde internet siteleri kullanilmasi arastirmanin bir sinirliligi olarak dile getirilebilir. Buna ek olarak
aragtirmada kullanilan kontrol listesi i¢in uzman goriisii alinmamis olmasi arastirmanin bir diger sinirliligini
olusturmaktadir. Bu smirliligi 6nlemek amaciyla ileri arastirmalarda uzman goriisii alinmasi Onerilmektedir.
Arastirmada incelenen filmlerin 2000 yili sonrasi, 6zellikle son on yilda g¢ekildigi ve filmlerdeki 6zel yetenekli
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karakterlerin 6zelliklerinin alanyazinla paralellik gosterdigi goriilmiistiir. Bu durum &zel yetenekliler alanmin
popiilerliginin artmasi ve alanla ilgili bilimsel yayinlara ulasimin kolaylagmasiyla agiklanabilir. Buna 6rnek olarak
Kiiciik Adam Tate filminden giiclii hafiza, erken okuma ve toplumsal olaylara kars1 empati, Her Seyin Teorisi
filminde st diizey diisinme becerileri, Ekim Diigii filminde 6z disiplin, motivasyon ve liderlik, Sherlock Holmes:
Gaélge Oyunlart filminde asirt duyarlilik ve 6z farkindalik verilebilir. Filmlerde 6zel yetenekli karakterlerin
ozelliklerinin ¢ogu literatiirle uyumlu iken birkagi (6r. uyumlu davranislar sergileme, duygusal tutarliliga sahip
olma) literatiirii desteklemeyebilmektedir. Bu noktada 6zel yetenekli bireyleri konu edinen filmlerin &zel
yetenekliler alaninda uzman kisilerin goriislerine basvurulmas: énerilebilir. Ulkemizde ise 6zel yeteneklilere
yonelik 6zel egitim programlari ve alaninda bilimsel ¢aligsmalar katlanarak artmis (Sak vd., 2015) olmasina ragmen
ozel yeteneklileri konu edinen film sayisinin sinirli oldugu dikkati cekmistir. Bu bulgudan yola ¢ikarak bagroliinii
ozel yetenekli bireylerin olusturdugu filmlerin ¢ekilmesine gereksinim oldugu, bu filmlerin toplumsal farkindalik
iizerindeki etkisi dikkate alinarak kritik 6nem tasidig1 diisiiniilmektedir.

Yazarlarin Katki Diizeyleri

Calisma konusunu belirleme, veri toplama ve verilerin analizine tiim yazarlar katki saglamigtir. Drdiincii
yazar girisi yazmistir; birinci, ikinci ve besinci yazarlar yontemin yazilmasinda birlikte gérev almislardir. Birinci
ve {iglincii yazar bulgular bolimiinii yazmislardir. Tartigma boliimiinii ise birinci, ikinci ve besinci yazar beraber
yazmistir.
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Abstract

Introduction: The mass media tools, which affect all areas of life, also influence the perceptions of gifted
individuals. The perception of the gifted individual drawn by these tools shapes the perspective on gifted
individuals and special abilities. Films, among these tools, take an important place in terms of their power to reach
socioeconomic audiences of all ages and all levels. The objective of this study is to reveal how gifted characters
are presented in films about gifted individuals.

Method: The characteristics of characters in demographic and different developmental domains (cognitive,
personality, social-emotional, and language) were evaluated by examining 36 films about gifted individuals. Films
with a gifted individual in the lead role were included in the study. The 36 films reached by meeting this criterion
constitute the research objects of the study. The data of the study, designed with the case study method, were
collected by document analysis and analyzed by the descriptive analysis method. A checklist including
demographic characteristics and cognitive, social-emotional, language, and personality development
characteristics of gifted individuals prepared by the researchers based on the literature was used to analyze the
films reached. The characteristics of gifted characters were examined by considering the checklist.

Findings: According to the research findings, gifted characters were usually depicted as males in the examined
films, and some characters had various diagnoses accompanying their special abilities. Concerning developmental
domains, the following dimensions were observed to come to the forefront: strong memory in the domain of
cognitive development, self-awareness in the domain of social-emotional development, using the language
correctly and fluently in the domain of language development, and self-discipline in the domain of personality
development.

Conclusion: 1t is observed that the characteristics of gifted characters are usually reflected in films in a way
overlapping with the literature. In this context, it can be recommended that films about gifted individuals should
be shot in Turkey by taking the opinions of experts working in the field of gifted education.

Keywords: Superior intelligence, special ability, descriptive analysis, film analysis, special education.
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Introduction

The phenomenon of social representation introduced by Moscovici (1984) expresses the common
knowledge, views, and theories that societies produce based on their experiences (Cirhinlioglu et al., 2006). Social
representations created, used, and disseminated in society determine attitudes toward a person, group, or object.
Hence, social representations are used to examine individuals' perceptions of a phenomenon. The most basic task
of social representation theory is to make the unfamiliar familiar, which is realized through anchoring and
objectifying processes (Cirhinlioglu et al., 2006). In the anchoring process, unknown or unfamiliar people, groups,
or objects are classified and named. Afterward, in the objectifying process, the concept or thought is reconstructed
as a symbol. Owing to the social representations created and changed as a result of social interactions, information
becomes popular, simplified, and understandable to the public (Moscovici, 1984). Social representation research,
one of the important research areas of social psychology, is conducted not only with individuals but also with the
science, art, literature, media, and cinema produced by individuals. Thus, information is acquired about how and
in what way social representations are transformed into social reality. In this respect, the news in the mass media,
the topics covered, and the characters presented gain importance. Especially the power and pedagogical impact of
films on individuals is significant (Giroux, 2002). Therefore, reviews on social representations of individual
differences in motion picture films contribute to the literature. The main character in the film “Life is Beautiful”
with his positive thinking, motivation, and hope, the main character in the film “The Pursuit of Happiness” with his
determination and endeavor, the main character in the film “Patch Adams” with his openness to experience, humor, and
creativity, the main character in the film “Intouchables” with his companionship and friendship, and the main character
in the film “Apollo 13 with his leadership and teamwork characteristics can be given as examples of positive influence
on the behaviors of the audience in this respect (Smithikrai, 2016).

Although it is widely accepted that gifted individuals differ from the general public with their high
intellectual abilities, special abilities, superior (academic) achievement, or performance (Sternberg & Davidson,
2005; Ziegler & Raul, 2000), there is no generally accepted definition of giftedness (Dai, 2009). While scientists
attempt to identify measurable characteristics of giftedness and fit them into theoretical frameworks (Cattell, 1963;
Gardner, 1983; Renzulli, 1978; Sternberg, 1984), the remaining part of society tends to rely on subjective
depictions, usually based on personal and media experiences with gifted individuals (Callahan, 2009; Hertberg-
Davis, 2009; Peterson, 2009; Reis & Renzulli, 2009). These descriptions are based on two conflicting views in the
current literature on gifted individuals: harmony theory and disharmony theory (Neihart, 1999). Harmony theory
argues that gifted individuals are individuals who adapt well to life and achieve success. This theory is based on
Terman's (1926) claim that gifted students generally do not experience any social difficulties or problems at school
and do not differ from their typically developing peers in terms of personality traits. On the other hand, disharmony
theory claims that giftedness brings about some costs. It is claimed that these costs consist of many characteristics
involving risk factors for gifted individuals, such as sensitivity, intensity, and overstimulation (Peterson, 2009). It
is argued that this situation may cause effects such as trauma, anxiety, depression, suicidal ideation, bullying,
failure, career development problems, perfectionism, excessive and destructive self-criticism, and illegal substance
use in gifted individuals (Gaesser, 2018; Mallatt-Grow, 2020; Tolan, 1994; Winsor & Mueller, 2020).

In the literature review, it is seen that studies tending to support the harmony hypothesis come to the fore
(Ackerman & Heggestad, 1997; Reis & Renzulli, 2004; Zeidner & Shani-Zinovich, 2011). Despite the research
findings, stereotypes such as "gifted students do not experience emotional problems, teachers can easily understand
which children are gifted, parents understand their gifted children" continue to prevail in society and even among
parents and teachers (Baudson, 2016; Preckel et al., 2015). Particularly widespread mass media, such as television,
cinema, newspapers, and books, tend to depict gifted individuals as individuals with advanced intellectual abilities
but with significant problems in social-emotional skills and behavior patterns based on disharmony theory
(Abelman, 1992; Cox, 2000; Vialle, 2007) and describe them in a way supporting the "disharmony hypothesis."
This leads to the shaping of the self-perception of gifted individuals. Due to these descriptions, gifted individuals
either hide their potential to avoid being labeled or over-identify with the label by adopting stereotypical
characteristics (Behrend, 2012; Coleman & Cross, 1988). The way characters are depicted in news, films, or TV
series affects not only gifted individuals but also the perspectives, expectations, and actions of other people
interacting with these individuals (Ball-Rokeach & DeFleur, 1976).

In the literature, there are few studies on how gifted individuals are depicted in various mass media
(Bergold et al., 2020; Kingore, 2001). In one of these studies, Cox (2000) offered a perspective on coping with
some unnatural roles and myths for gifted children in motion picture films. In their study, Topal and Tortop (2015,
2016) examined the picture motion films “Vitus” and “The Little Man Tate” to better understand the concept of
giftedness and gifted education. The mentioned studies addressed and discussed the events in the films in light of
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scientific findings in the literature. Another study examining the characteristics of the gifted characters in the films
“The Little Man Tate” and “Vitus” critically addressed the portraits of the “gifted individuals” in the picture
motion films (Sentiirk, 2018). Another study examining the film “Vitus” is the study by imamoglu and Tortop
(2017). This study evaluated the abilities, experiences, and social relations of a girl named Mary in terms of gifted
education. Another study examining the film “Virus” (Afat et al., 2020) assessed the usability of this film as an
educational material in the development of educators who would work with gifted individuals and stated that this
film could be used to increase the social awareness of gifted individuals. The study by Karacan-Ozdemir (2018)
examined the film “October Sky” in terms of career development characteristics and difficulties faced by gifted
individuals based on social cognitive career theory. A study aiming to reveal the various experiences of gifted
children from a child development perspective examined 12 films and emphasized that recognizing a gifted
individual in the early period would be beneficial for both the individual and the society (Pektas et al., 2020).
Finally, in their study on how twice-exceptional individuals were depicted in picture motion films, Atmaca et al.
(2022) reported that these individuals were described more positively in cognitive domains, while they were
described more negatively in socio-emotional and behavioral domains.

In the films included in the research in the literature, it was observed that one or a few characteristics of
gifted individuals were analyzed without following a specific methodology. It was revealed that there was a need
for studies holistically analyzing the characteristics of gifted individuals in different developmental domains in
motion picture films. The present study addressed the cognitive, social-emotional, and language development
characteristics of gifted individuals in light of evidence-based studies in the literature, and a conceptual framework
was created. Likewise, personality development was explained within the framework of the five factor personality
(Big Five) theory. The five factor personality theory was selected because it is a theory supported by studies carried
out in different countries and languages (Tatlilioglu, 2014). Based on the mentioned points, the objective of this
study is to examine the social representations for gifted individuals through picture motion films. In the films
examined, answers were sought to the questions of how gifted characters were depicted and which developmental
characteristics came to the fore. Attitudes toward special abilities can be revealed through the examination of social
representations for gifted individuals. The existing attitudes provide the basis for diagnostic approaches, curricula,
and policies. In the processes of discovering and nominating gifted individuals, especially in early childhood, their
characteristics and developmental features are used (Diimenci et al., 2016). It is expected that the findings to be
acquired will help to become aware of possible false beliefs and prejudices. Thus, it is hoped that it will contribute
to developing interventions and programs that will meet the special needs of gifted individuals. Additionally, film
therapy arising from bibliotherapy, which means therapy with books/written material, is an important part of the
“self-help” process (Hébert & Hammond, 2006; Hébert & Neumeister, 2001). It is expected that the findings of
the current study will be a source for individual or group counseling interventions to ensure that gifted individuals
feel they are not alone and realize that there are other people with similar characteristics.

Method
Research Design

The present research was designed as a case study, one of the qualitative research approaches. The case
study aims to examine one or more current situations and the factors related to the situation from a holistic
perspective (Merriam & Grenier, 2019; Yin, 2017). This study aimed to examine films about gifted individuals in
depth from a holistic perspective.

Study Group

The criterion sampling method is employed when the observation units are required to have particular
characteristics (Biiytikoztiirk et al., 2014). Thus, units meeting the specified criteria are included in the study group.
Since this study aimed to reach all the films about gifted individuals, without any language and date restrictions,
searches were done for the films with gifted individuals as the main characters until April 2020. The descriptions
of the films were examined in this search process. As a result of the examination, the films with gifted individuals
in the lead roles were included in the study group. To this end, six researchers, four of whom received postgraduate
education in the field of gifted education, one was a Turkish linguist, and one was an associate professor in the
field of special education, searched the Internet Movie Database [IMDb] and Beyazperde websites without
specifying any language and date restrictions and reached films about gifted individuals. Additionally, a list of 200
films prepared by Girgin (2017), from which a film can be selected according to its content and which includes
information indicating the pedagogical value of each film (e.g., special education, guidance, critical pedagogy,
etc.) was used to facilitate the process of selecting films with appropriate contents by educators. The researchers
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read the descriptions of the films they reached and listed the films they determined to include gifted characters.
Then the lists were combined, and the repetitive films were deleted since names were added to the list by more
than one researcher. The criterion for inclusion in the study was determined as the presence of a gifted
individual/individuals in the lead role of the film. Films without this characteristic were excluded from the study
group. Forty-one motion picture films were determined as a result of the search. After watching the determined 41
films, four of these films were excluded from the scope of the study because they did not address a gifted character,
and one film was excluded because it could not be reached. The remaining 36 films released between 1984 and
2018 were examined. Table 1 contains the films included in the study group and the features of these films,
considering the order of watching the films. As seen in Table 1, nine of the 36 films (25%) were released before
2000, 11 (30.6%) were released between 2000, and 16 (44.4%) were released after 2010.

Table 1
List of Films About Gifted Individuals

The original name of the film Name in Turkish Year Country Genre of the film
1 The Theory of Everything Her Seyin Teorisi 2017 UK Biography, drama, romantic
2 Mr. Turner Mr. Turner 2014 UK, France, Biography, drama, historical
Germany
3 Rain Man Yagmur Adam 1988 us Drama, comedy
4 Wunderkinder Harika Cocuk 2011 Germany Drama
5 21 21 2008 us Drama, thriller
6 The Man Who Knew Infinity ~ Sonsuzluk Teorisi 2015 UK Biography, drama
7 Vitus Kiigiik Dahi 2006 Switzerland Drama, musical
8 August Rush Kalbini Dinle 2007 us Drama, music
9 Amadeus Amadeus 1984 us Biography, drama, musical
10 Proof Kanit 2005 us Drama
11 Akeelah and the Bee Sozciiklerin Giicii 2006 us Family film, drama
12 Temple Grandin Temple Grandin 2010 us Biography, drama
13 Au Bout Des Doigts Au Bout Des Doigts 2018 France Drama, romantic
14 X+Y X+Y 2014 UK Drama, romantic
15 The Social Network Sosyal Ag 2010 us Biography, drama
16 A Beautiful Mind Akil Oyunlari 2001 us Biography, drama
17 The Little Man Tate Kiigiik Adam Tate 1991 uUs Drama
18 Good Will Hunting Can Dostum 1998 us Drama, romantic
19 Taare Zaamen Par Her Cocuk Ozeldir 2007 India Drama, family film
20 October Sky Ekim Disii 1999 uSs B;i?%raphy, drama, family
21 Searching for Bobby Fischer =~ Masum Hamleler 1993 us Biography, drama
22 Pawn Sacrifice Sah Mat 2014 us Biography, drama,
23 1Q Ask ve Zeka 1994 us Comedy, romantic
24 Something the Lord Made Tanriy1 Oynayanlar 2004 us Biography, drama
25 Sgﬁrlock Holmes: A Game of  Sherlock Holmes: Golge 2011 US Action, adventure, mystery
adows Oyunlari
26 Steve Jobs Steve Jobs 2015 us Biography, drama
27 Gifted Deha 2017 us Drama
28 The Imitation Game: Enigma  Yapay Oyun 2014 UK, US Biography, drama, thriller
29 3ldiots 3 Aptal 2009 India Comedy, drama
30 Finding Forrester Forrester’1 Bulmak 2001 uUs Drama
31 Matilda Matilda 1996 us Comedy, family film
32 Pi Pi 1998 us Drama, horror, mystery
33 Sherlock Holmes Sherlock Holmes 2009 us Action, adventure, mystery
34 Whiplash Whiplash 2014 us Drama, music
35 Van Gogh: At Eternity’s Gate Vgp(l}s?ﬁga Sonsuzlugun 2018 us Biography, drama
36 Hadi Be Oglum Hadi Be Oglum 2018 Turkey Drama

Note: UK = United Kingdom; US = United States.
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Data Collection

Data in the study were collected by document analysis. The scope of document analysis consists of the
analysis of written, visual, or audio materials that provide information about the phenomenon or events aimed to
be researched (Yildirim & Simsek, 2018). The scope of document analysis in this study consists of visual
documents, in other words, films about gifted individuals.

Data Collection Tools

A checklist (Appendix) was prepared by the researchers by considering the literature to analyze the films
included in the study group. The checklist included two general categories to examine the demographic and
developmental characteristics (cognitive development characteristics, personality development characteristics,
social-emotional development characteristics, and language development characteristics) of the gifted characters
in the films. The demographic characteristics category included evaluations of gifted individuals, the environment
where the film took place, and other individuals in the film under the headings of (a) gender, (b) age, (c) area of
the ability, (d) area where the individual uses his/her ability, (€) comorbidity, (f) parent, (g) family environment,
and (h) supporting person. Likewise, evaluations for the four sub-categories determined in the category of
developmental characteristics were made using the dimensions of (1) cognitive development characteristics, (a)
creative thinking, (b) critical thinking, (c) analytical thinking, (d) attention, (e) learning speed and willingness to
learn, (f) strong memory; (2) personality development characteristics, (a) extroversion, (b) compatibility, (c) self-
discipline, (d) openness to experience, (e) emotional consistency; (3) social-emotional development
characteristics, (a) leadership, (b) justice, (¢) humor, (d) empathy, (e) self-awareness, and (f) hypersensitivity; and
(4) language development characteristics (a) rich vocabulary and (b) using the language correctly and fluently. In
this study, before proceeding to coding, all researchers watched two randomly selected films (The Theory of
Everything and Mr. Turner) and evaluated them by considering the form prepared for descriptive analysis.
Afterward, the researchers compared their codings and determined the items in which they had coding difficulties.
The researchers discussed the points at which disagreement in coding was thought to be experienced and continued
discussing until a consensus was reached. The researchers reached a consensus on what to pay attention to in each
item and how to code them. The checklist was finalized at the end of this process. Thus, it was ensured that the
researchers developed a common perspective in the evaluation process. Afterward, the researchers were divided
into three study subgroups, with two people in each subgroup. In this way, each film was evaluated by more than
one researcher, and the data were checked mutually. The distribution of films to be watched by each subgroup was
determined by random assignment.

Data Analysis

This study, aiming to reveal how the demographic and developmental characteristics of gifted characters
were depicted in motion picture films, analyzed the films, which constituted the research object of the study, by
the descriptive analysis technique. Descriptive analysis involves coding the data obtained through observations,
interviews, or document reviews according to a framework or headings, summarizing and interpreting them by
converting them into numerical data (Yildirim & Simsek, 2018). The researchers watched the films between April
16 and June 15, 2020, considering the checklist. Each researcher in the subgroups watched the films in the same
order but independently and coded the checklist. After the researchers watched all the films, they compared the
checklists and discussed the findings based on their notes regarding the films until a 100% consensus was reached.
When necessary, some scenes were watched and evaluated again. Accordingly, the data acquired as a result of
coding based on the characteristics determined by the researchers were analyzed.

Credibility

Credibility is the suitability of the research data and the analysis process for the research purpose
(Graneheim & Lundman, 2004) and the researcher's attempts to give confidence in the correct interpretation of the
data (Whittemore et al., 2001). Using the checklist, checking the data by more than one researcher, and including
quotations (Y1ldirim, 2010) are among the factors increasing the research credibility. After the evaluation process,
the inter-rater reliability coefficient was calculated using the formula “Agreement / (agreement + disagreement) x
100” on the basis of the subgroups (Miles & Huberman, 1994). The mean reliability was found to be 96% (range:
80-100). Additionally, direct quotations from the films were included in the reporting of the findings to ensure
credibility.
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This section includes general information about the characters in the 36 films examined and the research
findings regarding their developmental domains. Table 2 presents the findings regarding the general characteristics of
gifted characters

Table 2
General Characteristics of Gifted Characters (Individual)

Comorbidity/ability in a

Films Gender Age Area of the ability di
ifferent area
1  The Theory of Everything M Young man Physics Yes (Motor neurone disease)
2 Mr. Turner M Middle-aged Painting No
3 A Beautiful Mind M Young-elderly  Spatial intelligence Yes (Schizophrenia)
4 The Little Man Tate M Child Science and mathematics Yes (Painting, music)
5  The Social Network M Young man Software No
6  Pawn Sacrifice M The entire life Chess No
7  Something the Lord Made M Young man Medicine No
8  Good Will Hunting M Young man Mathematics Yes (Photographic memory)
9  Taare Zaamen Par M Child Painting Yes (Learning difficulty)
10 Searching for Bobby Fischer M Child Chess No
11 October Sky M Child Science Yes (Mathematics)
12 1Q M Middle-aged Creativity No
13 Sherlock Holmes: A Game of M Middle-aged Science No
Shadows
14 Rain Man M Elderly Savant_(VlsuaI memory, Yes (Autism)
counting)
15 Wounderkinder M Child Music No
16 21 M Young man Mathematics No
17 The Man Who Knew Infinity M Young man Mathematics No
18 Vitus M Child Music No
19 August Rush M Child Music No
20 Amadeus M Young man Music No
21 Proof F Young woman  Mathematics Yes (Psychological problems)
22 Akeelah and the Bee F Child Memory No
23 Temple Grandin F Young woman  Visual-spatial intelligence Yes (Autism)
24 Au Bout Des Doigts M Young man Music No
25 X+Y M Child Mathematics Yes (Autism)
26 Steve Jobs M Middle-aged Computer science No
27 Gifted F Child Mathematics No
28 The Imitation Game: Enigma M Middle-aged Computer science No
29 3 ldiots M ‘Young man Engineering No
30 Finding Forrester M ‘Young man General intellectual ability  Yes (Basketball and literature)
31 Matilda F Child General intellectual ability No
32 Pi M Middle-aged Mathematics No
33 Sherlock Holmes M Middle-aged Detective work No
34 Whiplash M Young man Music No
35 Van Gogh: At Eternity’s Gate M Middle-aged Painting No
36 Hadi Be Oglum M Child Music Yes (Autism and epilepsy)

Note: F = female; M = male.

Table 2 contains general information about the 36 gifted characters in the 36 films addressing gifted individuals.
Of the 36 characters in the films, 31 are male, and 5 are female. Accordingly, it is seen that male characters took part in
the majority of the films. Considering the characters’ age distribution, it was seen that 12 characters were in the child
group (e.g., The Little Man Tate), 13 characters were in the young age group (e.g., The Social Network), 8 characters
were in the middle-aged group (e.g., Mr.Turner), and 1 character was in the elderly group (e.g., Rain Man). It was
revealed that more than one part of the life of 2 characters was included throughout the film (e.g., Pawn Sacrifice). Of
the 36 characters featured in 36 films, 12 were observed to have another special need accompanying their special ability.
Upon examining the accompanying special needs of these 12 characters, 8 (e.g., Hadi Be Oglum) were observed to have
special needs such as autism, and 4 (e.g., Finding Forrester) had multiple potential. Of the 36 films watched, 14 (e.g.,
The Theory of Everything) are biographical and based on the real-life story of a gifted individual. Table 3 contains the
general characteristics of the families of gifted characters.
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General Characteristics of Gifted Characters (Family)

Parent’s perspective

Films Parent Family environment on education Supporting person
1 The Theo_ry of Yes Positive Positive Yes (His teacher and wife)
Everything
2 Mr. Turner Yes Negative Positive Yes (His father)
3 A Beautiful Mind N.Ot |ncIL_1ded Positive N(.)t included in the Yes (Spouse)
in the film film
4 The Little Man Tate  Yes Positive Positive Yes (Mother)
5 The Social Network N_ot |ncll_Jded N(_)t included in the N(_)t included in the Yes (Friend)
in the film film film
6 Pawn Sacrifice Yes Neutral Positive Yes (Clergyman)
7 S'c\)/lrggzhlng the Lord Yes Positive Negative Yes (His wife)
Good Will Hunting No Negative Not included in the Yes (Therapist and mathematics
film teacher)
9 Taare Zaamen Par Yes Positive-negative Positive Yes (Painting teacher)
10 SE?SrgEér:g for Bobby Yes Positive Positive Yes (Mother, teacher)
Negative (in the
11 October Sky Yes beginning), positive ~ Negative Yes (Teacher)
(afterward)
Not included  Not included in the Not included in the I
12 1Q in the film film film Yes (Albert Einstein)
13 Sherlock Holmes: A Notincluded  Not included in the Not included in the Yes (Dr. Watson)
Game of Shadows in the film film film '
14 Rain Man No N(_Jt included in the N(_Jt included in the Ye;s (_Nursmg home employees,
film film sibling)
15 Wunderkinder Yes Positive Positive es (.MUS'C teacher, friends and
family, brewery worker)
16 21 Yes Positive Positive Yes (Friends)
The Man Who Knew - - Yes (His teacher and the teacher’s
17 e Yes Positive Positive .
Infinity friend)
18 Vitus Yes Positive Positive Yes (Grandfather)
. R Yes (Social worker at the
19 August Rush No (Included Positive Got nvolved in his orphanage, boy he met on the
later) life later.
street, teachers)
20 Amadeus Yes Positive Positive Yes (His father and wife)
21 Proof Yes Positive Positive Yes (Father’s assistant)
Negative (in the
22 Akeelah and the Bee  Yes Negative beginning), positive  Yes (Teacher)
(afterward)
23 Temple Grandin Yes Positive Positive Yes (Her mother, aunt, science
teacher, roommate)
Negative (in the
24 Au Bout Des Doigts  Yes Negative beginning), positive  Yes (Teachers, chief, girlfriend)
(afterward)
25 X+Y Yes Positive Positive Yes (Mother, teacher and friend)
Not included . Not included in the
26 Steve Jobs in the film Negative film Yes (Colleague)
27 Gifted No Positive Positive Yes (Uncle and neighbor)
The Imitation Game: Not included in the Not included in the
28 . No - - No
Enigma film film
29 3 Idiots N_ot |ncll_Jded th included in the th included in the No
in the film film film
30 Finding Forrester Yes Neutral Positive Yes (Friend)
31 Matilda Yes Negative Negative Yes (Teacher)
. Not included  Not included in the Not included in the
32 Pi . - - - No
in the film film film
Not included  Not included in the Not included in the .
33 Sherlock Holmes in the film film film Yes (Friend)
34 Whiplash Yes Neutral Negative No (There is a teacher forcing him)
35 Van Gogh: At Not included  Not included in the Not included in the No
Eternity’s Gate in the film film film
36 Hadi Be Oglum Yes Positive Positive Yes (His father and piano teacher)
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Table 3 contains information on the home/family environments of the 36 gifted characters determined in
the films about gifted individuals. It was observed that 23 of the 36 gifted characters had at least one parent by
their side (e.g., Whiplash), and the parents of 13 characters were not included in the film (e.g., Van Gogh: At
Eternity’s Gate). The families of gifted individuals were usually featured in the films. While characters in 16 films
had a positive family environment (e.g., The Theory of Everything), 7 had a negative environment (e.g., Good Will
Hunting). Whereas the family attitudes changed over time in 2 films (e.g., October Sky), the family displayed a
neutral attitude in 3 films (e.g., Pawn Sacrifice). There was no finding regarding the family environment in 9 films
(e.g., Pi). Upon examining the perspective of the parents of the characters in the films on education, it was seen
that 17 families had a positive perspective on education (e.g., Wunderkinder), 4 families had a negative perspective
(e.g., Matilda), and the perspective of 2 families on education was negative first and then turned to positive (e.g.,
Au Bout Des Doigts). Since the family was later included in the film in one film, the parent’s perspective was not
addressed within the scope of this category (e.g., August Rush). As a result, it is seen that the parents of gifted
individuals usually had positive perspectives on education in the films including the parents’ perspective on
education. Furthermore, it was observed that there was no indication of the perspective on education of the parents
of 12 characters (e.g., A Beautiful Mind). It is seen that 31 of the 36 characters in the films had one or more
supporters from their family (e.g., Vitus), their educational life (e.g., Taare Zaamen Par), or the circle of friends
(e.g., 21). It was found that 5 characters did not have a supporting person in their environment (e.g., Van Gogh: At
Eternity’s Gate). It is seen that there was usually an individual or individuals supporting gifted persons in the films.
Table 4 presents the findings regarding the cognitive development characteristics of gifted characters.

Table 4
Cognitive Development

Displaying the opposite of the

Dimensions Behavior display (f) behavior () Not observing the behavior (f)
Creative thinking 34 (94.4%) 1(2.78%) 1(2.78%)
Critical thinking 28 (77.78%) 4 (11.11%) 4 (11.11%)
Analytical thinking 33 (91.67%) 2 (5.56%) 1(2.78%)
Problem-solving 32 (88.89%) 1(2.78%) 3 (8.33%)
Attention 35 (97.22%) - 1(2.78%)
Learning speed and 35 (97.22%) i 1(2.78%)

willingness to learn
Strong memory 36 (100%) - -

Table 4 includes the findings regarding the characters’ cognitive development. Strong memory was the
characteristic most displayed by the characters. Attention, learning speed and willingness to learn, creative
thinking, analytical thinking, problem-solving, and critical thinking followed this characteristic.

Strong memory emerges as a characteristic that can be observed in all gifted characters in all of the
examined films. For example, the fact that the character remembered his memories from a very young age in the
film The Little Man Tate is an indication that the character in this film had a strong memory. Creative thinking
skills were observed in 34 (94.4%) of the films examined. The fact that the character in the film Something the
Lord Made created a new product with the materials he found and gave the following response, “lI made it by
combining some things | found around. It's just like when you come home late at night and know the place of
everything in the dark...” was addressed as a sign that he displayed creative thinking.

The fact that John Nash in the film A Beautiful Mind said, “I need to study common dynamics and find
something different, then I can become someone important.” was considered an indication that he had higher-order
thinking skills such as problem-solving, creative thinking, critical thinking, and analytical thinking.

While evaluating the learning speed and willingness to learn, the learning conditions of the characters
were examined in the presence and absence of a supporting person. For example, the fact that the gifted character
in the film 21 was discovered by his teacher and included in the working group and learned his job quickly enabled
the researcher to code this characteristic as available. The fact that the character in the film August Rush tried to
play the guitar after listening to his peer, a street singer, and started to play the guitar enabled the researchers to
perform coding for the presence of learning speed and willingness to learn in this film. Table 5 shows the findings
regarding the personality development characteristics of gifted characters.
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Table 5
Personality Development

Displaying the opposite of the

Dimensions Behavior display (f) behavior () Not observing the behavior (f)
Extroversion 23 (63.89%) 13 (36.11%) -
Compatibility 17 (47.22%) 16 (44.44%) 3 (8.33%)
Self-discipline 30 (83.33%) 5 (13.89%) 1(2.78%)
Openness to experience 23 (63.89%) 9 (25%) 4 (11.11%)
Emotional consistency 18 (50%) 13 (36.11%) 5 (13.89%)

Table 5 contains the findings regarding the characters’ personality development. Self-discipline is the
characteristic displayed by the characters the most. Extroversion and openness to experience, emotional
consistency and compatibility follow this characteristic.

The study revealed that the majority of the characters in the films examined had self-discipline. For
example, the fact that the character in the film The Theory of Everything tried to complete his work even during
his illness was considered a sign that he had this characteristic. Moreover, the character’s reservations about
traveling to overseas countries due to his religious beliefs in the film The Theory of Everything necessitated coding
the characteristic of openness to experience in the opposite direction. The fact that the child character in the film
August Rush made a series of decisions to catch the opportunity to enter Julliard was addressed as a sign that the
character was open to experience. The fact that the character in the film October Sky asked for support by sharing
his thoughts with Quentin, who was excluded by the school, to realize his ideas and asked Bykovsky for help with
welding production, despite his father’s objections, shows his characteristic of extroversion. The fact that the gifted
individual named Homer Hickam in the film October Sky bought various items from a stationery store and tried to
make rockets from them shows his openness to experience.

The inconsistency between the character's behavior toward his mother and friend in the film X+Y,
regarding the least observed emotional consistency and compatibility characteristics, is considered a sign that this
character did not have emotional consistency. Furthermore, the character’s unbalanced attitude in the relationship
with her father’s student in the film Proof caused the researchers to make a coding that she did not display
emotional consistency. Table 6 presents the findings regarding the social-emotional development characteristics
of gifted characters.

Table 6
Social-Emotional Development

Displaying the opposite

Dimensions Sub-dimensions Behavior display (f) Not observing the behavior (f)

of the behavior (f)
Social Leade_rship 19 (52.78%) 5 (13.89%) 12 (33.33%)
characteristics Justice 19 (52.78%) 6 (16.67%) 11 (30.56%)
Humor 19 (52.78%) 1(2.78%) 16 (44.44%)
Emotional Empathy 20 (55.56%) 9 (25%) 7 (19.44%)
characteristics  S¢H-awareness 30 (83.33%) 4 (11.11%) 2 (5.56%)
Hypersensitivity 28 (77.78%) 1 (2.78%) 7 (19.44%)

Table 6 contains the findings regarding the characters' social-emotional development. Self-awareness was
the characteristic most displayed by the characters. Hypersensitivity, empathy, leadership, justice, and humor
followed this characteristic. The gifted character Josh in the biographic film Searching for Bobby Fischer showed
that he had empathy by saying for his friend playing chess in the park, “Is Vinnie sleeping on the street? He can
sleep in my bed until I grow up.” 1t is seen that the leading character named, Homer Hickam, became the leader
for his friends in amateur rocket production in the film October Sky. Although it is a negative behavior that the
character Mary in the film Gifted damaged the student who caused her classmate's project to be destroyed by
hitting him with a book, it can be given as an example of seeking justice. Furthermore, all of the films included
lines with humorous elements.

Sherlock Holmes, who answered the question, “What do you see?” directed to him as, “Everything, that’s
my curse.” shows that he is aware of the characteristics he possesses. The character’s unawareness of where she
was academically in the film Proof and her being unsure whether her invention was her father’s or her own idea
were interpreted as indicators that the character did not display self-awareness. Additionally, it was revealed that
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the characters had a diagnosis accompanying their special abilities in the films where gifted characters did not
display self-awareness (e.g., Proof, X+Y).

In the film Temple Grandin, the character’s way of thinking and inventions in the field of animal
husbandry to prevent the tortures she observed in the animal care and washing were addressed as a sign that this
character displayed hypersensitivity. The fact that the character in the film Pawn Sacrifice demands that his
conditions are met by saying, “I won 't play until all my conditions are met.” and does not participate in the chess
tournament if his conditions are not met by saying, “I won 't play with these distracting things.” indicates that he
has hypersensitivity. Table 7 contains the findings regarding the language development characteristics of gifted
characters.

Table 7
Language Development

Displaying the opposite of the

Dimensions Behavior display (f) behavior (f) Not observing the behavior (f)
Rich vocabulary 27 (75%) 3 (8.33%) 6 (16.67%)
Using the language 31 (86.11%) 3 (8.33%) 2 (5.56%)

correctly and fluently

Table 7 presents the findings regarding the characters’ language development. Using the language
correctly and fluently was the characteristic displayed by the characters the most. Of the characters, 75% had a
rich vocabulary.

The fact that the character in the film Temple Grandin was considered tongue-tied in terms of language
use and she could not distinguish abstract meaningful words caused a negative coding in terms of the characteristic
of using the language correctly and fluently. Likewise, the character’s introversion and short answers in the film
Taare Zaamen Par were accepted as a sign that he exhibited limitations in terms of fluent language use.
Additionally, it is remarkable that the characters in the two films mentioned had different diagnoses accompanying
their special abilities.

Discussion

The present study examined 36 films with a gifted individual or individuals in the lead role and evaluated
the characteristics of these individuals in the categories of demographic and developmental characteristics
(cognitive development characteristics, personality characteristics, social-emotional development characteristics,
and language development characteristics). The characteristics of gifted characters addressed in films may affect
society's knowledge and prejudices about these individuals. For example, parents who identify the characteristics
of a gifted character in any film with their children may develop the idea that they have a gifted child. Likewise,
the opinions of educators who watch these films can be affected in important ways. At this point, the messages
that films about a group in need of special education give to us are valuable. The prominent findings of the research
are discussed in the following lines in the context of the literature.

Considering the films in terms of the years of their production, most were released between 2010 and
2019 and are in the drama genre. Another study examining films about gifted individuals concluded that the films
were usually in the autobiography and drama genre (Pektas et al., 2020). This finding supports the literature. When
the gifted character in the films about gifted individuals is considered in the context of gender, it is seen that the
character is usually portrayed as a male. In their study, Aljughaiman et al. (2012) observed that students’ drawings
of intelligent individuals usually depicted males. In their study in which Bilgic et al. (2020) compared the image
of gifted individuals with visuals in different languages, they concluded that gifted individuals were predominantly
males in terms of gender. The finding acquired in our research overlaps with the studies examining the perceptions
of gifted individuals in the literature (Aljughaiman et al., 2012; Bilgig et al., 2020).

Concerning the ages of the gifted characters in the films examined, it is seen that gifted individuals were
mostly depicted during their childhood and youth in the films. However, some films addressed life stories ranging
from childhood or youth to adulthood or old age. Such films play a critical role in our addressing the development
of the gifted character over the years, the problems he/she encounters, his/her perspective on life and our
understanding of the family's perspective on the education and development of their children throughout their life.

Twelve of the 36 characters featured in the 36 films examined had another characteristic/diagnosis
accompanying their special ability. Upon examining the characteristics/diagnoses accompanying special abilities
in these films, it is seen that diagnoses such as autism and learning disability accompanied special abilities in eight
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characters and multiple potential in four characters. Being twice-exceptional is a subject that draws attention in
the literature, as in films. The concept of twice-exceptional is defined as individuals showing special abilities in
one or more domains while showing disability in one or more domains or experiencing difficulties in these domains
(Neihart, 2008). Gifted individuals may have high-level abilities in one or more domains, but they may develop
behind their peers in some skills, such as social, art, and motor skills (Daglioglu, 2010). On the other hand, the
concept of multiple potential is a concept used for individuals who display special abilities in more than one
domain (Kerr & Sodano, 2003). The fact that eight of the 36 films featured twice-exceptional individuals and four
featured individuals with multiple potential is an interesting finding in terms of the concepts of twice-exceptional
and multiple potential, awareness of which has yet to be developed.

It is observed that a positive perspective is displayed in most of the films including families’ perspectives
on the education of their gifted children. It is known to be important to support the abilities of gifted students with
adult guidance and a supportive family environment (Deur, 2011). In the films, there are one or more supporters
from the family, educational life, or circle of friends around the gifted characters. This person can be a teacher of
a gifted individual (e.g., October Sky), spouse (e.g., A Beautiful Mind), or therapist (e.g., Good Will Hunting). In
this respect, it is seen that the importance of accepting and supporting the abilities of gifted individuals by their
environment, which is frequently emphasized both in films and the literature (Ozbay & Palanc1, 2011), is stressed.
Considering the research on the impact of films on the audience, it is thought that mentioning the effect of the
support provided by others in films may be a guide in providing support to these individuals. For example, in the
film Good Will Hunting, the professor who notices the ability and the therapist who gives positive directions play
a great role in the success of the gifted character in life.

The concept of special ability is mostly associated with advanced cognitive development both in the
literature and in mass media (Bayar et al., 2020). It is observed that mostly strong memory is emphasized among
the cognitive development characteristics of these individuals. Strong memory is also one of the distinguishing
characteristics of gifted individuals (Clark, 2015). The statement, “I can remember the moment I was born.” of
Fred, a gifted character in the film The Little Man Tate, shows that he can remember memories of his very young
age. Attention, learning speed and willingness to learn, creative thinking, analytical thinking, problem-solving,
and critical thinking, respectively, are the characteristics that follow strong memory among the cognitive
development characteristics in the films examined. The words of Stephen Hawking in the film The Theory of
Everything, “I'm trying to solve the mathematical probability of happiness.” emphasize his higher-order thinking
skills. The fact that Fred in the film The Little Man Tate read the writing on the bottom of the plate one day while
eating with his mother shows that he learned to read by himself at a very young age. It is an expected situation that
these characteristics, which are among the important criteria for diagnosing giftedness in the literature, will also
find a response in films. Pfeiffer also (2009) reported that the examples of children who read books at the age of
3, play chess at a good level at the age of 6, or play the violin with a university orchestra at the age of 11 reflect
developmentally advanced children and are an indicator of giftedness.

Self-discipline is the characteristic mostly displayed by the characters in their personality characteristics,
followed by extroversion and openness to experience, emotional consistency and compatibility, respectively. Self-
discipline means that individuals can control their behaviors and responsibilities (Bear, 2005). Despite the
opposition of the father of Homer, who was in the lead role in the biographic film October Sky, his words, “I'm
going to build a rocket, like Sputnik. Yeah, I'm not saying it will go to space or anything, but I'm going to do the
rocket, I'll definitely do that.” can be given as examples of self-discipline by considering them as not giving up
despite all the difficulties, showing faith in success, and the person’s self-motivation. Extroversion and openness
to experience are among the five factors of personality (Kaufman et al., 2016). While extroversion is defined as
being social and enterprising (McCrae & Costa, 1987), being open to experience is defined as being curious,
creative, and having a vast imagination (Tatlilioglu, 2014). In the literature, it is mentioned that gifted individuals
have aesthetic sensitivity, imagination, and non-traditional attitudes (Chamorro-Premuzic, 2007). In the films
examined, gifted individuals with these personality traits are characterized in line with the literature (Clark, 2015).
Concerning emotional consistency and compatibility, there are differences between the gifted individuals
characterized in the films and the literature. Whereas emotional consistency is defined as an individual's positive
approach to the conditions in which he/she lives and his/her ability to maintain his/her inner balance (Bozkaya,
2013), compatibility is defined as adapting to new situations and interpersonal events and displaying a helpful,
understanding, and forgiving attitude (Tatlilioglu, 2014). These characteristics are among the characteristics of
gifted individuals (Clark, 2015). Upon examining the films in terms of the characters’ compatibility and emotional
consistency, it is seen that this characteristic is highlighted in less than half of the characters (e.g., Nathan in the
film X+Y and Catherine in the film Proof). This finding is parallel to other research findings demonstrating that
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gifted individuals are depicted as individuals who have problems with social skills and poor communication skills
in films (Pektas et al., 2020). Although the findings of studies on social adaptation in gifted individuals differ in
the literature, recent studies have concluded that gifted individuals exhibit social adaptation not higher than their
peers but at least equal to their peers (Ogurlu, 2010). This finding was also supported by the study by Neihart et
al. (2021), stating that there might be more common socio-emotional difficulties among gifted individuals due to
their abilities or how society positioned gifted individuals, but this did not mean that gifted children were more
likely to be socially unskilful than other peers. A study examining the perceptions of special education preservice
teachers of the characteristics of gifted individuals showed that preservice teachers perceived these individuals as
“asocial people who experience communication problems” (Bayar et al., 2020). Another study demonstrated that
school counselor/psychological counselor candidates perceived the support need of gifted individuals for social
adaptation as the area with the highest guidance needs (Giligyeter, 2018). It is thought that portraying gifted
individuals as incompatible and lacking emotional consistency in mass media may be among the possible reasons
why gifted individuals are perceived in such a way, although they are compatible and have emotional consistency
similar to their peers.

Self-awareness was the characteristic most displayed by the gifted characters in the study among the
social-emotional development characteristics. This characteristic was followed by hypersensitivity, empathy,
leadership, justice, and humor, respectively. Hypersensitivity, which came to the forefront in the films, is also the
most emphasized characteristic for gifted individuals in personality development theories (Rinn & Bishop, 2015).
When the gifted Sherlock Holmes in the film Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows was asked, “What do you
see?” he replied, “Everything, that's my curse.” In this film, it was observed that the character's hypersensitivity
and self-awareness were frequently emphasized in different dimensions. Self-awareness is defined as the degree
to which individuals are consciously aware of their internal and interaction with others (Hackston, 2019). The
character in the film Van Gogh: At Eternity’s Gate expressed his problems in terms of hypersensitivity and
emotional consistency by responding to the question, “Why are you so emotional?” as “Sometimes I don't know
what I'm doing or what I'm saying.” Upon examining the social-emotional development characteristics that are
most frequently used to portray gifted characters in films, it is seen that the characteristics emphasized in the
literature are mentioned. These characteristics include high self-awareness, extraordinary sensitivity to the feelings
of others, emotional depth, and leadership (Clark, 2015). The statement of the gifted character John Nash, "I like
to think I'm a lone wolf, but the main reason is that people don't like me." he gave to the question, “You don't have
family, you don't have close friends, but why?” is included in the film A Beautiful Mind. The gifted character Will
in the film Good Will Hunting said, “I can't paint, I can't even draw a straight line, I can't play the piano, but
when it comes to things like that, I can do them.” In both examples, we can see that gifted individuals have
awareness of themselves and other individuals around them. The fact that the gifted character Fred in the film The
Little Man Tate became sad when he saw the writing, “Mother Earth is melting.” emphasizes his characteristic of
empathy for social events. His mother’s comment, “He thinks too much about the world and me.” is indicated as
the reason for this. In the film Van Gogh: At Eternity's Gate, Van Gogh says, “I just want to be one of them.”,
which indicates that he wanted to adapt but could not succeed in this.

Using the language correctly and fluently is the language development characteristic most displayed by
the characters in the films about gifted individuals. Most of these characters have a rich vocabulary. Considering
that a rich vocabulary and a good level of language development compared to their peers are among the
distinguishing characteristics of gifted individuals (Clark, 2015; Conklin & Frei, 2015), it is expected that these
characteristics will come to the forefront in films. In this respect, it can be said that the characteristics addressed
in films about gifted individuals are commonly present in films.

As a result, the findings of this study, which is limited to the examination of 36 films about gifted
individuals released between 1984 and 2018 and translated into Turkish, demonstrate that gifted individuals are
generally characterized in films in a way consistent with the literature. Considering the effects of films and social
representations on society, it is thought that it is extremely important to depict gifted characters in films in light of
scientific knowledge. Various recommendations can be made based on the findings of the present study. The gifted
individuals in the films were examined only in terms of certain developmental characteristics. Therefore, it can be
recommended to conduct research based on different characteristics (e.g., moral development). In the films
examined, it is seen that there are individuals with different diagnoses accompanying special abilities. A similar
study can be carried out directly for films in which these individuals are in the lead role. The use of only IMDb
and Beyazperde websites, which are the most well-known film databases in Turkey and abroad, when searching
for films, despite the presence of numerous film databases, can be expressed as the study’s limitation. Furthermore,
the fact that expert opinion was not obtained for the checklist used in the study constitutes another limitation of
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the study. To prevent this limitation, it is recommended to obtain expert opinion in further research. It was observed
that the films examined in the study were shot after 2000, especially in the last ten years, and the characteristics of
the gifted characters in the films were parallel to the literature. This can be explained by the increased popularity
of the field of gifted individuals and the ease of access to scientific publications related to the field. Strong memory,
early reading, and empathy for social events in the film The Little Man Tate, higher-order thinking skills in the
film The Theory of Everything, self-discipline, motivation, and leadership in the film October Sky, and
hypersensitivity and self-awareness in the film Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows can be given as examples
of this. While most characteristics of gifted characters in films are compatible with the literature, a few (e.g.,
displaying compatible behaviors and having emotional consistency) may not support the literature. At this point,
it can be suggested to consult the opinions of experts in the field of giftedness for films about gifted individuals.
Although special education programs for gifted individuals and scientific studies in the field have increased
exponentially in Turkey (Sak et al., 2015), the limited number of films about gifted individuals draws attention.
Based on this finding, it is thought that there is a need to shoot films with gifted individuals in the lead role and
that these films are of critical importance, considering their impact on social awareness.
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Appendix
Checklist
Name of the Film
Demographic Characteristics
Individual Family
Gender: Parent:
Age: Family environment:
Area of the real ability: Parent’s educational status/perspective on education:
Area where the individual uses his/her ability: Family’s socioeconomic level:
Comorbidity/ability in different areas: Supporting person (if any):
Physical characteristics:
Other: Other:
Developmental Domains and Characteristics
Cognitive Creative Critical Thinking | Analytical | Problem- Attention Learning Strong Other
Development | Thinking Thinking Solving Speed and Memory
Willingnes
s to Learn
Personality Extroversion Compatibility Self-Discipline Openness to Emotional Other
Development Experience Consistency
Social- Social Characteristics Emotional Characteristics Other
Emotional
Development | Leadership | Justice Humor Empathy Self- Hypersensi
Awareness tivity
Language Rich Vocabulary Using the Language Correctly and Fluently | Other
Development
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