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DILEK YARIMADASI MiLLI PARKI
(SAMSUNDAGI, KUSADASI)

Prof. Dr. Faik YALTIRIK2*

Kisa Ozet

Dilek Yarimadasi Milli Parki, Ege bélgemizde Aydin ili'nin Kusadasi ve
Soke ilce sinirlari icinde bulunan 10.895 hektarlik bir saha, 1966 yilinda Milli
Park olarak ayrilmistir. Akdeniz bitki toplulugunun Lauretum ve Castanetum
zonlarinda yetisen bitkilerin hemen butin tdrlerini ihtiva eder. Kizilgam,
Anadolu karagami, Fenike ardi¢ci, Kermes ve Pirnal meseleri, Palamut mesesi
ile Macar mesesi, Anadolu kestanesi, Dalli servi, Girit akcaagaci, Gum{si thla-
mur, Karaagag, Akdiken, Harnup ve Erguvan agaglari ve dogal olarak Maki
elemanlari yasamlarini sirdirmektedirler.

1. COGRAFi KONUMU, TOPOGRAFIK VE JEOLOJIK YAPISI

Kusadasi'na yakin bir mesafede bulunan Dilek Yarimadasi (veya Samandagi) Milli Parki,
Ulkemizin énemli milli parklarindan birisidir. 19 Mayis 1966'da tesis edilen bu parkin yizdlgimu
toplam 10.985 hektar kadardir; Aydin il sinirlar icerisinde, diinyaca taninmig turistik bir yerlesim
yerine, Kusadasi'na 28 km mesafededir. Bu parka iki ayri yéreden, S6ke veya Kusadasi'ndan iki
dnemli yol ile ulasilabilir (Harita 1).

Gliney Ege denizine Samsun daginin bir uzantisi olan Dilek Yarimadasi, yaklasik 20 km.
boyunda ve 6 km. genigliginde (eninde) olup ¢epecevre 40 km.’lik bir sahil seridine sahiptir. Bu
yanmada, Ege denizinden veya Samos adasindan, deniz seviyesinden ortalama yiiksekligi 600-630
m. olan dalgal tepelik bir arazi gériinimindedir; en yiuksek noktasi, Dilek tepe deniz seviyesinden
1237 m. yuksekliktedir.

Dilek Yarimadasi, sayisiz kiclk koylari, sahil boyunca uzayip giden plajlari, ¢ok ilging
arazi sekilleri, tepe ve daglari ile nefes kesen giizellikler, manzaralar sergiler. Bu daglik ve tepelik
arazi parcast, derin vadi ve kanyonlari ile yer yer bolunmustur (Harita 2).

1) Bu makalenin ingilizcesi, 3-8 Eyliil 1990 tarihleri arasinda diizenlenen "Giiney-Bati Asyanin Bitki Hayati-lll" adli Uluslararasi Simpozyu-
ma tebli§ olarak sunulmustur.
2) i.U Orman Fakiltesi, Orman Botanigi Anabilim Dall

Yayin Komisyonuna Sunuldugu Tarih: 13.09.1994.
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A Airports
*1* Shelter ports

Harita 1 : Dilek Yarimadasinin cografi yeri
Map 1 : Geographical location of the Dilek Peninsula
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Yarimadanin jeolojik yapisi, diger bir ifade ile ana kayasi, mesozoik kalker, palezoik sistik
kayaclardan ibarettir. Bunlardan baska yer yer neojen sediment'lerine, Guney Yamaglarinda da ge-
nis bantlar halinde mikaca zengin granitlere rastlanir (ALTAN 1971).

Akdeniz bélgesinde yer almis olmasina ragmen, burada yaz ortasinda bile su tasiyan, suyu
kurumayan dereler ve kaynaklar bulunur.

2. IKLIM OZELLIKLERI

Yarimadanin iginde bulundugu bolge, yazlari sicak ve kurak, kislari mutedil ve yagish ge-
¢en tipik bir Akdeniz iklimine sahiptir. Yillik sicaklik ortalamasi 16.6 °C'dir; en ylksek sicaklk
ortalamasi temmuz ayi icinde, 30.3 °C; en dustk sicaklik ortalamasi da ocak ayindadir ve 4.8
°Cdir.

Yillik yagis ortalamasi 688.5 mm'dir; yagisin mevsimlere dagilimi ve yizdeleri asagidaki
gibidir; kis 380.2 mm (% 56.9); sonbahar 145.4 mm (% 21.7); ilkbahar 135.2 mm (% 20.2) ve yaz
7.7 mm (% 1.2).

Bagil nem ortalamasi sonbaharda % 69.4; yaz aylarinda % 66.0; kis boyunca da %
72.0'dir.

3. VEJETASYONU

1965 yilinda, Prof. Dr. Hayrettin Kayacik hocam ile birlikte Dilek Yarimadasi'na yapmis
oldugumuz gezide, yére vejetasyonunun floristik zenginligi ilgimizi cekmisti. istanbul'a déndigu-
mizde Orman Genel Mudirligi'ne gonderilmek tizere bir rapor hazirlayarak buranin bir "Milli
Park" olarak korunmasini ve degerlendirilmesini énerdik.

Dilek Yarimadasi tipik bir Mediterran florasina sahiptir; igne yaprakl ormanlar ile maki
vejetasyonunu burada birlikte gorebilirsiniz. Milli Park alaninin % 32.5 kadari ¢cam ormanlari ile
kaphdir. Dusuk ytkseltilerde Kizilgam (Pinus brutia), 700 m'nin zerinde ise oldukca kurak ve
tash yamaclarda Karagam (Pinus nigra subsp. pallasiana) ormanlar olusturur. 1945 yilindan 1966
yilina kadar, bu ormanlardan her yil dizenli olarak kerestelik odun istihsali yapiimistir. Bu kesim-
ler orman teskilatimizin amenajman planlarina gére yapildigi icin, ormana herhangi bir olumsuz
etki yapmamistir; 1966 yilindan sonra, herhangi bir kesim yaptimamistir. Milli Parkin ormanlk
alani 3574 hektardir; bunun 2635 hektari oldukca iyi kalitede ve normal kapaliliktadir; geri kalan
¢am ormanlari ¢ok bozuk durumdadir (Pinus brutia). Bozuk kizilgam alanlarinin yangin veya in-
san etkisiyle agildigr kisimlar, "Maki"lige donusmustir. Milli Parkin oldukga biyiik bir alani
(6624 hektar, total alanin % 60.3 kadari), Arbutis andracline, Querciis coccifera, Pistacia tere-
binthits, Olea eulopea var. sylvesteris, Spartitim jimceum gibi tiirlerin baskin oldugu bir tipik ma-
ki vejetasyonu ile kaplidir.

Acer sempervirens, Ouercus ilex, Juniiperus phoenicedts Vibunium tinus gibi Glkemizde
oldukea sinirli yayilisa sahip olan bu tirler. Milli Park sinirlari igerisinde dogal olarak yetismekte-
dir.Diger taraftan Balkan ve Karadeniz (Euxine) ydresinin tipik bitkilerinden Macar Mesesi'fg»-
ercisfrainetto), Guimausi Ihlamur (Tilia argentea) ve Anadolu Kestanesi (Castanea sativa) Dilek
Yarimadasi'nda dogal olarak yetismektedir ve ziyaretgilerin ilgisini gekmektedir.

Bunlara ilave olarak, herdem yesil aja¢ ve calilardan Dalli Servi (Cupressus sempervirens
var. horizontalis), Akdeniz Defnesi (Laurus nobilis), Keciboynuzu veya Harnup (Ceratonia sili-
cpia), Zakkum (Nerium olecinder) vadi i¢lerinde ve dere boylarinda gorulurler.

(' (Tarafimizdan Turkiye'de Fenike Ardici'nin ilk olarak saptandigi yerdir (1965).
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4. PARKIN YONETIMIi VE OZGUN OZELLIKLERI

Dilek Yarimadasi Milli Parki, Aydin Orman isletme Midirligi'ne bagli. Kusadasi Orman
Bolge Sefligi tarafindan idare edilmektedir. Sefin emrinde 6 adet bakim memuru calismaktadir;
bunlar surekli olarak Milli Park'ta dolasarak gézetim ve kontrollarini sirdiirmektedirler. Bunlardan
ayri olarak, ilkbahardan baslamak izere sonbahara kadar orman alanlarim yangindan korumak
icin, yeterli sayida gegici is¢i tutulmaktadir.

Park dahilinde ¢ikmasi muhtemel orman yanginlarini énlemek igin de yangin gézetleme
kuleleri insa edilmistir. Buralara telefon hatlari ¢ekilmis, yollari yapilmistir.

Dilek Yarimadasi Milli Parki, Bati Anadolu'daki en iyi taninan rekreasyon alanlarindan bi-
risidir; kolayca ulasilabilen bir yerdedir, yeterli yol mevcuttur.

Park sefliginden alinan informasyoiia gore, yillara bagli ziyaretci sayisi sdyledir; 1987'de
260.000, 1989'da 400.000'dir. 1989'da ziyaretcilerin mevsimlere gére dagilimi da asagidaki gibi-
dir; ilkbaharda 40.000, yaz aylarinda 320.000, sonbaharda 32.000 ve kisin da 8000 kadardir.



THE NATIONAL PARK OF THE DIiLEK PENINSULA
(SAMSUNDAGI, KUSADASI)

Prof. Dr. Faik YALTIRIK

Abstract

Dilek Peninsula National Park is situated on the Aegean region in the pro-
vince boundries of Aydin, townships of Kusadasi and Soke. This area of
10.895 hectares has been set aside as a national park in 1966.

National park contains almost ali of Mediterrenian regions species vvhich
grovvs in Castanetum and Lauretum zones. The most suitable grovving conditi-
ons for Calabrian and black pines, phoenician juniper, Holin oak, Kermes
oak, Yalonian oak and Hungarian oak; Italian cypress, Svveet bay, Cretan
maple, Silver unden, EIm, Common havvtharn, Carob and Judas trees and
Mediterranean maquis are the prevalent flére of the peninsula.

1. GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION, MORPHOLOGY AND GEOLOGY

One of the National Parks in Turkey, is the Dilek Peninsula (or Samsundagi) National
Park near Kusadasli. It was founded in 19.5.1966, with its total area of 10.985 ha. It is 28 km far
from Kusadasi vvhich is weil-know touristic town, vvithin the provincial boundaries of Aydin. One
can reach the area from Kusadasi or Soke by two main roads (Map 1).

Dilek Peninsula, being the tip of Samsun Mountain jetting into the South Aegean Sea, has
about 20 km. maximum lenghl, 6 km. of average wvidth and 40 km. lenght of coaslline.

This peninsula appears, seen from Aegean Sea, i.e. from the Samos Islands, as a mountai-
neous (hilly) area with an average hight above sea level of 600-630 m.

The highest peak from sea level reaches upto 1237 m. on Dilek Tepe (Map 2). !
The Peninsula shows an interesting geomorphological structure and breathtaking beauty enriched
by rough topographical forms of land, numerous small bays, extensive beaches and interesting
rock formations along the coast. A predominantly raised landform, this mountaneous area is divi-
ded or cut by some canyons and valleys. Geologically the Dilek Peninsula is composed of mesozo-
ic calcareous rocks, paleozaic schistic rocks and its part of a neogenic sedimentary mass. At the
Southern slope (from SW to NE) a wide band of micaceous slater appears.
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The area is rich of water springs and some streams carry water also in summer, in spite of
Mediterranean climate.

2. CLIMATE

The area has typical Mediterranean climate wvith hot and dry summers, moderate and rainy
vvinters. Annual temperalure avarage is 16.6 C; Average of highest temperalure is in July as 30.3
C; and the lovvest is 4.8 C in January.

Annual rainfall avarege is 688.5 mm. Seasonal amounts and percentages of the rainfall are
as follovvs: In winter, 380.2 mm. (%56.9); in Autumn, 145.4 mm (%21.7); in Spring, 135.2 mm
(%20.2); and in summer, 7.7 mm (% 1.2).

Average of the relative humidity is % 69.4, in vvhich falls to % 66.0 in summer, rises to
72.0 in vvinter.

3. VEGETATION

Prof. Dr. H. Kayacik and | have suprisingly found the floristic richness of its vegetation,
and informed the General Directorate of Forestry by giving a report in 1965, and a proposal has
been made by us to convert into a National Park.

The Dilek (Samsundagi) Peninsula lies vvithin Mediterranean-Aegean vegetation zone and
contains ali typical plants of this zone. 32.5% of the National Park area is covered by pine forests.
Pine forests are prevelant in the lovver altitutes, Pinus brutia, above 700 m in dry areas also Pinus
ligra is present. From 1945 to 1966, the timber was harvested from the forest of the park regu-
larly. This was done according to the management plan of the Forestry Service so that no damage
to the forest accurred. Since 1966 no more timber is being harvested. The forest of the park covers
3574 ha (32.5 & of the total area), of this 2635 ha. is of good quality, the rest degraded pine forest
(Pinns brutia).

In the areas destroyed by fire or by human interferance, Macchia (Maquis) covers their
places. The largest part of the park (6624 ha: 60.3%) is dominated by this type of vegetation in
vvhich Arbutus andrachne, Qucrcus coccifera, Pistacia terebinthus, Olea europea var. sylvestris,
Spartiuni jitticeum are predominant species.

Acer sempervirens, Quercus ilex, Juniperus phonicea, Vibunium tinus naturally grovvn
vvithin the park area, remarkable rare species in Anatolia. It should be mentioned that some Balka-
nian Euxine elements, such as Quercus frainetto, Tilia argentea, Castanea sativa suprisingly
grovv also naturally here.

In addition there are also otlier evergreen trees and shrubs such as Cupressus sempervi-
rens var. linrizontalis, Laiirus itobilis, Ceratonia siliqua, Nerium oleoiider, are found along stre-
ams and vvithin the valleys.

4. iTSadministration and particular characteristics

The Dilek National Park is administrated by the park directorate vvhich is based at the
tovvn of Kusadas! vvithin the province of Aydin. The park chief has six permanent forest guards for
regularly patrolling the park area. In addition, enough number of seasonal staff are employed for
the fire protegtion from the beginning of spring through the end of autumn.

In order to prevent an unfortunate possibility of forest fire in the park, necessary measures,
as fire observation tovvers wvith telephone, roads and trails, have been adequately developed.
(1) The National Park is well knovvn as a recreation area in the Western Anatolia. The park is very
wvell positioned for tourism its accessibility from the main connective roads.
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According to the information obtained from the administration of the park, it receives
260.000 visitors/year in 1987, 400.000 visitors/year 1989. Number of seasonal visiturs in 1989 is
as fallows:

40.000 in spring, 320.000 in summer, 32.000 in autumn, and 8.000 in winter respectively

origins of the visitors are Soke (25 km.), Kusadas! (28 km.), Aydin (70 km.), Nazilli (100 km.).

5. WOODY SPECIES (TREES and SHRUBS) on The DILEK PENINSULA

(SAMSUN DAGI)
PINACEAE
CUPRESSACEAE

SALICACEAE
FAGACEAE

ULMACEAE
LAURACEAE
PLATANACEAE
CISTACESE
ANACARDIACEAE
VITACEAE
ROSACEAE

LEGUMINOSAE

ACERCEAE
MYRTACEAE
ARALIACEAE
ERICACEAE

APOCYNACEAE
RHAMNACEAE
TILIACEAE
MALVACEAE
LABIATAE

: Pinus brutia, P. nigra subsp.pallasiana.

Cupressus sempervirens var. liorizontalis, Juriiperus pho-
enicea, Jutliperus oxycedrus

: Populus alba, Populus tremula

: Castallea sativa, Qiiercus coccifera, Quercus ilex, Quer-

cus infectoria, Quercus ithaburerisis subsp. maerolepis,
Cuercusfrainetto

: Ulmus mindr subsp. canescens.

: Laurus nobilis.

. Platanus orientalis

: Cistus salviifolius, Cistns villosus (C. creticus)

: Pistacia lentiscus, Pistacia terebintlius, Rhus coriaria
: Vitis silvestris

. Amygdalus webbi (priene'de), Cerasus prostrata, Cratae-

gus mailogyna, Prunus cocomilla var. cocomilla, Pyrus
amygdaliformis, Pyrus conimunis, Rosa phoeliicia, Rubns
idmifolius, Rubns canescens var. glabratus, Sorbus tormi-
nalis.

: Anagyris foetida, Ceratonia siliqua, Cercis siliquastrum,

Cytisus smyrneaus, Spartium junceum, Otionis natrix.

: Acer sempervirens (A. orieltale)
: Myrtis communis
: Hedela helix

: Arhutus andraehne, Arbiitus unedo, Erica arhorea, Erica

manupuliflora (E. verticillata)

: Nerium oleander

: Rhamnuspichleri (800 m.)

. Tilia argentea, Tilia rubra

: Malope anatolica, Lavatera punetata, Alcea disseeta

: Phtomis grandiflora, Thymbra spicata, Phloniis lydia, Sa-

tureja thynibra
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THYMELAEACEAE
SANTALACEAE
LILIACEAE

. Smilax excelsa, S.

: Daplvie gnidioides

. Osyris cilba

aspera, Riiscus aclileatus var. atigusti-
folins

6. SOME HERBACEOUS PLANTS on the DILEK PENINSULA (SAMSUN DAGI)

CISTACEAE
RANUNCULACEAE
CRUCIFERAE
PAPAVERACEAE
GUTTIFERAE
LINACEAE
GERANIACEAE

CARYOPHYLLACEAE

POLYGONACEAE
MALVACEAE
CHENOPOBIACEAE
LEGUMINOSAE

ROSACEAE

CRASSULACEAE
UMBELLIFERAE

DIPSACACEAE
COMPOSITAE

: Hypericum perfoliatum, H.

. Tuberaria girnatav a t. plantaginea
. Ranuticulus muricatus
. Ibelis carica, Alvssum sibiricum

. Fitmaria petteri subsp. thuretii

empetrifolium, H. montbrettii

: Linum tmoleum

: Erodium malacoides, Geranium molle subsp. brutium,

Genntium hiicidum, G. macrostylum, G. columbinum

. Holosteum umbellatum var. tenerrimum, Cerastium illyri-

cuni subsp. comatum, Velezia quadridentata, V. psendori-
gida, Silene dichotoma subsp. dichotonia, S. sedoides, S.
fabaria, S. italica, S. splendens, S. suhconica, Dialithis
elegalis, D. actinopelalus

: Polygoiunn maritimuni
: Malva cretica
: Salsola ruthenica

. Teline monspessutana, Vicia grandiflora var. grandiflora,

V. cuspidata, V. nieyeri, Lathyrus laxiflorus subsp. laxiflo-
rus, L. cicera, L. anitmis, L. setifolius, L. aphaca var. pse-
udoaphaca

: Potentilla recta, Agrimoriia eupatoria, Sarcopoterium spi-

nosuni, Salguisorba mindr subsp. muricatum

: Umbilicus chloranthus

: Anthrisciis iemorosa, Smyntium rotindifolium, Pimpiiella

pelegrina, Oenanthe pinipinelloides, Lecocia cretica, Hep-
taptera anatolica, Bupleuriim gracile, B. trichopodum,
Apinim graveolens, Cnidium silaifolinm, Ferula tingitana,
Ferulaga lumilis, Laser trilobum, Thapsia garganica, Tn-
rilis arvensis subsp. purpurea, Pseudorlaya pumila, Arte-

dia squamata |

. Pterocephaliis pliimosus

. Asteriscus aquaticus, Pellenis spiliosa, litula heterolepis I.

crithmoides, Pulicaria dysentcrica, Helichrysum stoechas,
H. heywaodianum, Filago viilgaris, F. pyramidata, Bellis
pere/mis, B. sylvestris, Doronicum orialitale, Senecio cas-
tagneanus, S. viilgaris, Calendiila arvensis, Althemis diia,
A. camla, A. pseudocatiila, Adiillea grandifolia, Chrysant-
lielunnt cnronariinn, Onapordun illyricini, Cirsium creti-



CAMPANULACEAE

PRIMULACEAE

GENTIANACEAE

CONVOLVULACEAE
BORAGINACEAE

SOLANACEAE
SCROPHULARIACEAE

OROBANCHACEAE
LABIATAE

LILIACEAE

AMARYLIDACEAE
IRIDACEAE
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cutir var. creticum, PtHostemon chamaepeuce, Tyrimnus
hucographus, Jurinea mailin, ./. consaguinea, Ceritaurea
solstitialis, C. acicularis var. urvillei., C. cyanus, Cniclis
benedictus var. benedictus, Carthamus lanatus, C. denta-
tus, Echinnps viscosus, Cichorium intyhus, Scorzonela
elata, Hypochoel is achyrophorus, Picris altissima, Hel-
minthatheca echiaides, Urospremiim picroides, Sonchus
asper, Reichardia picroides, Lactuca seiriola.

: Campanula tomentosa, C. lyrata subsp. lyrata, C. ravely,

C. delicatula, Legousia pentagonia.

Cyclamen hederifolinm, C. persicuiii, Anagallis arvensis
var. arvellisis, A. arvensis var. caerulea, Samulus valeran-
di..

: Blackstoriia perfoliata, Centaurium pulchellim, C. temiif-

lorum.

: Convolvulns oleifolinis, Calystegia sepiitm.

: Paracaryum am beri, Echiuni angustifolium, Ceririthe 1a-

jor, Symphytuni anatolicum, Andinsa undulata subsp.
liyhrida, Nonea obtusifolia, Alkanna t'inctoria subsp. tinc-
toria, A. tilctoria subsp. anatolica.

: Solanimi alatum, Datura stranionium.

: Verbascum maeandri (Samsun Dagi), V. sintiatum var. si-

nuatum, V. glomeratum, V. stines, V. inykales, Scrophida-
ria peregrina, S. floribunda, Digitalis ferruginea subsp.
ferruginea.

: Orobanche nana, O. alba, O. pubescens, O. mindr

: Teucrium lamiifolium, Prasium majus, Phlomis saniia, ha-

minin cariense, Mentha longifolia, M. rotindifolia, Micro-
rneria myrtifolia, Micromeria juliana, Origanum heracleo-
ticuin, Origanum sipyleum, Sideritis sipylea, Teuerium
scordioides, Sideritis cuirvidens, Stachys tinolea subsp.
sniyrnaea, Nepeta cadmea, Purunella vulgaris, Calamint-
ha nepeta

: Aspliodeliis aestiviis, Allium suhhirsutum, A. neopolita-

1um, A. roseuin, A. sphaerocephalon subsp. sphaerocep-
halon, Scilla autimirialis, O. armeniacum, Muscari weissii,
M. neglectum, Bellevalia trifoliata, Fritillaria carica
subsp. carica, (5 km W. of Davutlar), Gagea graeca,
Colchicimi boissieri, C. stevenii, C. variegatuni, Merende-
ra attica

: Galanthus gracilis

—

iris suaveolens, Gynandriris sisyrinchium, Crocus otivieri
subsp. halansae, C. pallasii subsp pallasii, Gladiolus ill-
yricus, G. anatoliclis
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ORCHIDACEAE Cephalanthera rubra, C. damasonium, Epipactis hellebo-
rine, Ophrys vernixia, O.fusca, O. iricolor, 0.ferrumequi-
num, O. holoserica subsp. holoserica, O. tenthrediriifera,
O. apifera, Aceras anthropophorum, Comperia coniperia-
lict; Orchis italica, O. morio subsp. niorio, O. papiliola-
cea, O. collina, O. anatolica, O. provincialis

DIOSCOREACEAE Tanitis communis subsp. cretica
TYPHACEAE Typha domingensis
KAYNAKLAR

ALTAN, T., 1971: Untersuchungen zitr derzeitigen Situation und Entwicklimg Turkischer Natio-
nalparke - P1SS., Hannnver.

DAVIS, P.H. 1953: Notes on the summerflora ofthe Aegean.-Notes Roy. Bot. Gard. Edinburgli.
21 (3): 101-142. Notes on the flora of Samsun Dagi; Rhm.: Descr. Rhamnus oleoides ssp. taitri-
cola, Cmp. Deser. Helichrysimt heywoodianum.

KAYACIK, H., F. YALT1R1K., 1965: Dilek Yarimadasi (Samsundagi) Zengin Akdeniz Florasinin
Korunmasi Agisindan Milli Park olmalidir (Rapor).



