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Scope / Publishing Principles XIII

	 d) In the bibliography and abbreviations, if the author has two family names, a short 
hyphen without leaving space should be used (Dentzer-Feydy); if the article is written 
by two or more authors, after each author a space, a long hyphen and again a space 
should be left before the family name of the next author (Hagel – Tomaschitz).

3.	 The ‘Bibliography’ and  ‘Abbreviations’ should take part at the end of the article. 
The ‘Abbrevations’ used in the footnotes should be explained in the ‘Bibliography’ 
part. The bibliography used in the footnotes should take place as abbreviations and 
the following order  within the abbreviations should be kept: Name of writer, year 
of publishment, page (and if used, number of the illustration). This rule should be 
applied even if a publishment is used only once.
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PRICE 2803: REATTRIBUTION OF A MACEDONIAN REGAL 
BRONZE COIN FROM WESTERN ASIA MINOR TO TARSUS 

IN CILICIA

Dinçer Savaş LENGER *

ÖZ

PRICE 2803: Küçük Asya’nın Batısına Atfedi̇len Bi̇r Makedon Kralı Bronz 
Si̇kkeni̇n Tarsus’a (Kilikia) Reatri̇büsyonu 

Bu makalenin konusu ön yüzünde ¾ sağa Herakles bezemeli kalkan, arka yüzünde miğfer yer 
alan, sol alt köşede      monogramı ve sağ alt köşede kerykeion sembolü bulunan, B-A lejandlı 
bronz sikkelerdir. Makedon ordusundaki askerlerin gündelik ihtiyaçlarını karşılamaları için ay 
başında verilmek üzere basılmış olan bu sikkeler, temel referans kaynaklarında herhangi bir darp-
hane atribüsyonu yapılmadan Küçük Asya bazen de Küçük Asya’nın batısı başlığı altında değer-
lendirilmiştir. Fakat bunların Batı Anadolu’daki arkeolojik kazılardan ve yüzey araştırmalarından 
bilinen bir örneği bulunmamaktadır.  Buna karşın batıda sirküle olmayan bu sikkeler Kilikya 
bölgesinde karşımıza çıkmaktadır. Örnekleri Nagidos, Olba ve Tarsus Gözlükule kazılarında ele 
geçmiş ve kayıt altına alınmıştır.  Yoğun olarak Tarsus ve çevresinde görülen bu bronz darplar 
için en uygun darp yeri, doğal olarak Makedon krallığının bölgedeki en önemli darphanesi olan 
Tarsus’tur. Bu kentte basılan diğer Makedon krali bronz sikkeler üzerinde kerykeion sembolünün 
sıklıkla kullanılışı,  bazılarında ise hem kerykeion hem de monogram bulunuşu, Ankara Anadolu 
Medeniyetleri, İzmir, Sinop, Afyon, Adana müzelerinden bildiğimiz bu bronz sikkelere ait yirmi-
den fazla örneğin Tarsus’a sadece 25 km mesafedeki Mersin Arkeoloji Müzesi koleksiyonunda yer 
alıyor oluşu, buna karşın kerykeion sembollü ve monogramlı bronz sikkeler basan Salamis’te ve 
tüm Kıbrıs genelinde sirküle olmaması Tarsus’a yapılan atribüsyonu desteklemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Makedon sikkeleri, Küçük Asya, bronz sikke, Tarsus, Kilikya, 
Hellenistik dönem.

ABSTRACT

The subject of this article is the bronze issue which bears a shield ornamented with the head 
of Herakles to ¾ r. on the obverse and a helmet on the reverse side along with the initials B-A,   

monogram below left, and a kerykeion below right. These coins were issued to be given at the 

*	 Doç. Dr. Dinçer Savaş Lenger, Akdeniz Üniversitesi, Edebiyat Fakültesi, Tarih Bölümü, Antalya-TR. 
E-posta: dslenger@akdeniz.edu.tr. Orcid No: 0000-0002-7186-2287
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beginning of the month to meet the daily needs of soldiers in the Macedonian army. This issue 
has been classified under the title of Asia Minor and sometimes Western Asia Minor without 
any mint attribution in the main reference sources. However, there is no recorded example of 
these from archaeological excavations and surveys carried out in Western Anatolia. But these 
coins, which do not circulate in the west, appear in the Cilician region. Samples were found and 
recorded in the excavations of Nagidos, Olba and Tarsus Gözlükule. The most suitable minting 
place for these bronze coins, which are found intensely in and around Tarsus, is naturally Tarsus, 
the most important mint in the region of the Macedonian kingdom. On other Macedonian regal 
bronze coins minted in this city, the kerykeion symbol is often used and on some examples, 
both kerykeion and monogram are used. More than twenty of these bronze coins known to be 
included in museums of Ankara Anatolian Civilizations, Izmir, Sinop, Afyon and Adana are 
included in the Mersin Archeology Museum collection, which is located only 25 km from Tarsus; 
on the other side it does not circulate in Salamis and throughout Cyprus which issued bronze 
coins with a kerykeion symbol and monogram. These facts support the attribution to Tarsus.

Keywords: Macedonian coins, Asia Minor, bronze coins, Tarsus, Cilicia, Hellenistic Period. 

The Macedonian regal bronze coins which bear the Macedonian shield with 
Herakles head to ¾ r. on the obverse and B-A legend and helmet on the reverse with    

left below and kerykeion right below (fig. 1) were catalogued either as anonym 
or without a specific mint before K. Liampi’s “Zur Chronologie der sogenannten 
“anonymen” makedonischenMünzen des späten 4. Jhs.v.Chr” that was published in 
1986 and remains a primary source1. It has been Liampi, who compiled 18 examples 
of these coins known at that time and correctly suggested for the first time that they 
are of Asian origin and dated them to after 323 BC2. After Liampi, M. J. Price, who 
prepared the publication of the coins of Alexander III and Philip III in the British 
Museum collection3, agreed with Liampi on this attribution. Because these coins do 
not circulate on mainland Greece and the known examples of these coins come onto 
the international market via Turkey4. Price went one step further and published 4 
examples in the museum collection under the title of "Uncertain Bronze mainly from 
Western Asia Minor", differently from Liampi5. It is understood from successive 
publications that this attribution to "Asia Minor / Western Asia Minor", which was 
made without the suggestion of a specific mint, has been generally accepted in the 
numismatic community6. R. H. J. Ashton, who studied the Macedonian regal coins 
in the collections of Afyon and Fethiye archaeological museums, especially in the 
1990’s, not only crosschecked the coins that were attributed to Asia Minor by Liampi 
and Price, but also introduced new issues to the scientific world and made new 

1	 Coins with uncertain mints: McClean Coll. n. 3620; SNG Evelpidis n. 1468; Mathisen 1979, 4, n. V; 
Classified as anonym: Hunterian Coll., 353, n. 5; Gaebler 1935, 174, n. 14; SNG Sweden n. 1114; SNG 
Cop. n. 1134-1135, Lindgren Coll. n. 1296

2	 Liampi 1986, 59 (3.Gruppe, Kleinasien, nach 323 v. Chr.), 61, n. 139-156. Liampi 1998, 102, n. M9.
3	 Price 1991.
4	 This method has been used for a very long time. See. Robert 1951, 95.
5	 Price 1991, 343-344, n. 2803.
6	 Uncertain Western Asia Minor: Ashton 1998, 40, n. 123; Tatar 2016, 105, n. 194. Western Asia Minor: 

Draganov 2000, 194, n. 491; SNG München n. 920-1; 2016.
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suggestions about the minting place of some coins7. The first known example of the 
coins that form the subject of this article was first identified in the Afyon Archaeology 
Museum’s collection. Then, it was published by Ashton under the title of “Uncertain 
Western Asia Minor”8.

However, contrary to these expectations, not a single example of the coin in ques-
tion has been found in archaeological excavations in the west of Asia Minor. The fact 
that bronze coins, including the regal issues, circulate in and around the region where 
they were minted, and rarely circulate beyond it9 made this attribution of these coins to 
the west of Asia Minor questionable10. Indeed, examples of these coins appear within 
Cilicia, on the southeastern shore of Southern Asia Minor. 7 examples of these coins 
are known from archaeological excavations in this region: 3 from Tarsus Gözlükule 
Mound11, 2 from Nagidos12, and 1 from Olba13.

Moreover, the geography from which these coins were purchased, which we know 
from some private collections, also indicates the Cilician region. For example, there 
is one example in a collection of 815 coins which are of Tarsus and Mersin origin 
which was bought in 1935 by H. Goldman, the head of the Tarsus Gözlükule exca-
vations, and then acquired by Adana Museum14. Another example is in a collection 

7	 Ashton 1998. For the coins attributed to Kaunos, see. Ashton 2004, contra Lenger 2013a.
8	 Ashton 1998, 40, n. 123.
9	 On the circulation of bronze coins, see. Robert 1951, 77-78, fn. 8; Robert 1966, 113-114; Psoma – 

Karadima – Terzopoulou 2008, 243, fn.1; Callatay 2016, 259-260.
10	 For example, a similar situation applies to PRICE 419a. The issue attributed to Macedonia does not 

circulate in Macedonia and its surroundings. However, it is found in Asia Minor excavations and its 
examples are found in museum collections. These three aspects confirm its Asian origin. On the circula-
tion of Macedonian regal coins in Macedonia, see. Gatzolis 2010. For PRICE 419A’s circulation in Asia 
Minor and the new attribution, see. Lenger 2019. For the Macedonian coins with new mint attributions, 
see. Price P2: From Macedonia to Sardes (Lenger 2016); PRICE 3158: From Salamis to Sardes (Lenger 
2013b; Lenger – Tatar 2019).

11	 Cox 1950, 65, n. 35-37.  Gözlükule Mound is located in the center of the Tarsus district of Mersin. 
It is located in the south of Gülek Strait, which provides passage from the Çukurova to the Taurus 
Mountains. Gözlükule was excavated by an American team under the direction of H. Goldman in the 
1930s and 1940’s. For the excavation results, see. Goldman 1950-1963. A new period of archaeological 
excavations has been carried out since 2007 by a team under the direction of Prof. Dr. A. Özyar. For 
the results, see. Özyar et alii 2009; 2010; 2011; 2012; 2014; 2016; 2018; 2019. In recent excavations 
under the chairmanship of Özyar, as there is no layer dating from the Classical and Hellenistic periods 
in the studied areas, no new example of this issue was found. I would like to thank the head of the 
excavation who shared this information. For other excavations at Tarsus and their results, see. Baydur 
– Seçkin 2001 (Temple of Tarsus Donuktaş); Zoroğlu 1995; 1996; Zoroğlu – Adıbelli – Doğan 1998; 
1999 (Cumhuriyet Area); Yurtseven 2006 (Köylü Garage); Adak-Adıbelli 2007a; 2007b; 2012 (Roman 
Bath); Alper 2020 (Vuslat Urban Square). For a detailed compilation of excavations at Tarsus, also see. 
Tulumcu-Canlı 2016, 45-46. For the results of the surveys conducted in Tarsus and its surroundings 
since 2016, see. Kaplan 2016; 2020. About the city, see.  Alkaç-Kaplan 2017.

12	 Tekin 2007, 375, n. 42-43; Tekin 2009, 62. The ancient city of Nagidos is located within the borders of 
Bozyazı District of Mersin. Archaeological excavations at 	 Nagidos was conducted by a team 
under the direction of Prof. Dr. S. Durugönül between 1998 and 2002. For the excavation results, see. 
Durugönül 2007.

13	 Akçay 2017a: 81-82, n. 2; Akçay 2017b, 217; 225, fig. 3 = Aksoy 2019, 51, n. 3. Olba ancient city is 
4 km away from the Uzuncaburç settlement of Silifke District of Mersin. Archaeological excavations 
of the city have been carried out by a team under the direction of Prof. Dr.Emel Erten since 2010. For 
the results of the excavations, see. Erten – Özyıldırım – Akçay 2012; Erten 2012; Erten – Özyıldırım – 
Akçay 2017; 2018.

14	 Cox 1941, 33. The coin in question appears as Adana 33 in Price 2803’s reference section.
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of 224 pieces belonging to a soldier in the Turkish army -who collected most of the 
coins while on service at Çanakkale (Troas Region)- that was purchased in 1970 by 
the archaeological museum of the city of Sinop on the Black Sea Coast and its record 
contains the information that it was purchased in Adana in Cilicia15. The fact that 1 of 
the 4 coins in the British Museum collection was purchased from the city of Aleppo, 
Syria that is, adjacent to Cilicia also indicates the same geography16. 

In addition to Sinop, examples of these coin are found in some other museum 
collections in Anatolia. The Museum of Anatolian Civilizations -together with the 
Istanbul Archeology Museum- is one of the largest and most important museums of 
Turkey. 12 of the 220 Macedonian regal coins in the collection of the Museum of 
Anatolian Civilizations are the issues that are the subject of this article17 (fig. 1).In 
addition, as mentioned above, one example each of these coins is in the collections of 
the Afyon18 and Izmir Archaeology Museum19. However, since it is not known most 
of the time where the coins in question were found, it becomes impossible to obtain 
supporting information from the museum records regarding the attribution which we 
plan to make for this emission20.

Consequently, data from the excavations at Mersin clearly shows that the bronze 
issue which bears a shield ornamented with the head of Herakles to ¾ r. on the ob-
verse and a helmet on the reverse side along with initials B-A,    monogram below 
left, and a kerykeion below right are of Cilician origin. In this context, Tarsus, the 
most significant city of the region, is the most suitable candidate for the mint of 
the coins in question21. As is known, the city's mint, which was quite productive 
under the Persian administration, turned into one of the most important in the entire 

15	 Tek – Arslan 1996, 19, n. 5.
16	 Price 1991, 2803c = Provenance Chacati (1914). Notes: From Aleppo. For the bronze coins with the 

Cilician origin of Macedonian Kingdom circulating in Syria, see. Duyrat 2013, 166-167.
17	 The catalogue titled Coins of the Macedonian Kingdom in the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations Col-

lection by D. S. Lenger and Ö. Tatar is in the course of publication.
18	 Ashton 1998, 40, n. 123.
19	 Tatar 2016, 105, n. 194.
20	 It should be noted that a coin could be transported to cities and touristic beach resorts for different 

reasons. For example, a person who returns to the city from the summer residence, who finishes his 
military service, who goes to his hometown for family visit during religious holidays, who works as a 
seasonal worker in the tourism or agriculture sector, who lives in the district and frequently goes to the 
city for work, carries the coins he/she finds, supplies or collects with a hope to sell them to an artisan, 
suppliers that feed the collectors or to a tourist. When coins are given to the museum, most of the time, 
proper information about where and how they were found is not presented or misleading information 
is given for fear of getting into trouble. The obligation to accept the coins brought to the museums and 
the payment can sometimes turn this into a livelihood. In this context, if a bronze coin’s mint place is 
to be traced or if the coin circulation in a region is to be examined, the first significant thing is the data 
obtained from archaeological excavations, rescue excavations by museums and surveys. This situation 
is provided by reliable coins, that is, those whose find spot is certain. Bronze coins in the hands of a 
seller or collector do not provide healthy information for scientific research, just like the others in the 
museum where the origin is unknown. In this context, it does not provide certain, or very useful infor-
mation in matters of defining mint attribution and circulation. See. Robert 1948, 439; Robert – Robert 
1954, 148; Robert 1962, 18-24; Robert 1967, 83-84.

21	 For the importance of the city of Tarsus in both the Persian and Alexander periods, see. Le Rider 2003, 
186-187. For the ancient sources, travelers and the epigraphic and archaeological researches in the city, 
see. Tulumcu – Canlı 2016.
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Mediterranean basin during the period of Alexander III22. Moreover, it is possible to 
establish an iconographic connection between the Macedonian regal bronze coins 
struck in Tarsus and the example that is the subject of the article, on the basis of the 
kerykeion symbol. As it is known, the Macedonian regal bronze coin struck in Tarsus 
began in 333 B.C.23.The coins struck by this mint include Herakles/club quiver and 
bow24; Herakles/bow in bow-case25 and, Herakles/club, quiver and bow26 series. The 
last of these series bears the kerykeion both on the obverse and on the reverse. Along 
with the kerykeion, some emissions also have I letter, star, a monogram and a monog-
ram with Θ27. The fact that the kerykeion is used on some emissions with a monogram 
on both the obverse and the reverse side also supports the attribution to this city of this 
issue on an iconographic basis28. Moreover, the fact that more than 20 examples of 
this issue are in the Mersin Archaeology Museum collection, that is only 25 km from 
Tarsus, confirms this inference29. 

Catalogue
	
References:
Dichalkon
1899 Hunterian Coll. 353, n. 5		  (Uncertain of Macedonia /185-168 B.C.)
1926 McClean Coll. n. 3620		  (Unspecified / Antigonos Gonatas (277-239 B.C. / Antigonos 	
				   Doson (229-220 B.C.)
1935 Gaebler 1935, 174, n. 14 		  (Anonym /After Alexander IV)
1975 SNG Evelpidis, XL, n. 1468 		  (Unspecified /After 311 B.C.) 
1979 Mathisen 1979, 4, n. V		  (Unspecified /288-277 B.C.)
1980 SNG Sweden 1980, 1114		  (Anonym / After 311 B.C.)
1982 SNG Cop., lev. 29, n. 1134-1135 		  (Anonym /After 311 B.C.)

22	 For the Tarsus coins struck during the Persian administration, see. Casabonne 2000, 40-45, 66-85; For 
the Satrapal issues, see. Mildenberg 2000, 10-11; For Alexander and successors’ coins, see. Newell 
1918; Price 1991, 369-371; Le Rider 2003, 154-155, 164-165, 187-188, 206-209.

23	 Le Rider 2003, 210.
24	 Price 3002 = Newell 11 (Rev. no symbol), Price 3003 (Rev. A).
25	 Price 3028-3030 (On the reverse: Bunch of grapes, A, Θ and N)
26	 Price 3058-3063.  
27	 Price 3058 = Newell 44, Price 3059 (Obv. kerykeion, Rev. kerykeion); Price 3060 = Newell 45 (Obv. 

kerykeion, Rev. kerykeion and I); Price 3061 = Newell 46 (Obv. kerykeion, Rev. kerykeion and 
star), Price 3062 = Newell 60 (Obv. kerykeion, Rev. kerykeion and a monogram), Price 3063 (Obv. 
kerykeion, Rev. kerykeion, Θ, monogram)

28	 For the regal bronze coins of Tarsus, see. Newell 1918, 11, 44-46, 60-61; Price 3002-3003, 3028-3030, 
3056-3063. It is known that Salamis on Cyprus struck shield/helmet coins which bear the kerykeion and 
a monogram on the reverse side, see. Newell 1927, 18-19; Price 3159-3162; Liampi 1986, 231-270. For 
the circulation of the coins with ΣΙ and NK monograms on the island, see. Tziambazis 2001/2, 41, n. 
22; Zapiti – Michaelidou 2008, 116-117, n. 5-8.  Another data confirming that the coins, which are the 
subject of the article, are Tarsus issues, is that they do not circulate across the island of Cyprus. I would 
like to thank Anne Destrooper, who shared this information with me, and Prof Dr Z. Çizmeli Öğün, who 
informed me that they were not found during the recent Turkish excavations in Salamis.

29	 Coins of Macedonian Kingdom in the museum collection are being prepared for publication with Yaşar 
Ünlü.
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1986 Liampi 1986, 61, n. 139-156 		  (Western Asia Minor /After 323 B.C.) 
1989 Lindgren Coll., 61, n. 1296		  (Anonym / After 311 B.C.)
1991 Price 1991, 344, n. 2803 		  (Uncertain Western Asia Minor / After 323-310 B.C.) 
1998 Ashton 1998, 40, n. 123 		  (Uncertain Western Asia Minor / 323-310 B.C.)
1998 Liampi 1998, 102, n. M9		  (Asia Minor / After 323 B.C.)
2000 Draganov 2000, 194, n. 491 		  (Western Asia Minor / 323-310 B.C.)
2001 SNG München n. 920-1 		  (Western Asia Minor / 323-310 B.C.)
2016 Tatar 2016, 105, n. 194		  (Uncertain Western Asia Minor / 323-310 B.C.)

Chalkous
http://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb418385436. (Uncertain / 323-310 B.C.)

Excavated Finds
Tarsus Gözlükule
Cox 1950, 65, n. 35-37(Antigonus I. One-Eye, 316-301 B.C.)
1-3. AE Dichalkon	 15-17 mm 	  --	 --	 Inv. No. 35.565; 36.77; 37.114
Nagidos
Tekin 2007,375, n. 42-43 (Western Asia Minor, 323-310 B.C.)
1. AE Dichalkon	 15 mm	 3.5 gr	 6h	 E. Inv. No. 1999/Na 99.68
2. AE Dichalkon	 16 mm	 3.9 gr	 5h	 E. Inv. No. 2000/121 
Olba				  
Akçay 2017a, 81-82, n.2; Akçay 2017b, 217; 225, fig. 3; Cfr. Aksoy 2019, 51, n. 3 (Recorded as 14 mm 
and 3.26 gr)
1. AE Dichalkon	 16 mm	 4.87 gr	 --	 2012_Akr_Gün_Yam_3_110
In Museum Collections
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations
122. AE Dichalkon	 17 mm	 3.64 gr	 1	 1012-85/3     
123. AE Dichalkon	 17 mm	 3.72 gr	 11	 1012-85/5*
124. AE Dichalkon	 17 mm	 3.96 gr	 2	 1012-85/7     
125. AE Dichalkon	 17 mm	 3.74 gr	 2	 98-93/17-86  
126. AE Dichalkon	 17 mm	 3.59 gr	 2	 53-32/26-06  
127. AE Dichalkon	 17 mm	 4.05 gr	 11	 54-149/575   
128. AE Dichalkon	 16 mm	 4.42 gr	 12	 625-1
129. AE Dichalkon	 16 mm	 3.23 gr	 2	 47-185/33-88  
130. AE Dichalkon	 16 mm	 3.63 gr	 1	 185-10/2-88 
131. AE Dichalkon	 16 mm	 3.86 gr	 2	 1012-85/1 
132. AE Dichalkon	 15 mm	 4.24 gr	 7	 1012-85/2  
133. AE Dichalkon	 14 mm	 4.62 gr	 2	 29-21/4-00 
İzmir Archaeology Museum
1. AE Dichalkon	 16.5 mm	 3.73 gr	 12	 22112
Ref.: Tatar 2016, 105, n. 194 (Uncertain Western Asia Minor, 323-310 B.C.)
Afyon Archaeology Museum
1. AE Dichalkon	 --	 4.28 gr	 1	 4823
Ref.: Ashton 1998,40, n.123(Uncertain mints of Asia Minor, 323-310 B.C.)
SinopMuseum
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1. AE Dichalkon	 --	 4.09 gr	 12	 3.167.70 
Ref.: Tek– Arslan 1996, 19, n.5 (Uncertain mints of Asia Minor, 323-310 B.C.)
Adana Museum
1.AE Dichalkon	 16 mm	 --	 --	 --	
Ref.: Cox 1941, n.33 (Anonymous, 316-306 B.C.)
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Fig. 1	 Tarsus
	 B.C. 323-310
	 Ob. Shield, ornamented with the head of Herakles to ¾ r.
	 Rev. B-A. Macedonian helmet,      left below, kerykeion right below
	 AE Dichalkon	 14-17 mm.	 3.3-4.2 gr.
	 AE Chalkous	 10-13 mm.	 1.2-2.2 gr.


