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Mastering Hadith Criticism: An Applied study in Light of Ibn Khaldiin's theory

on Mastery and Technique
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This paper explores Ibn Khaldiin's educational theory in which he distinguishes between
habitus (Ar: malaka) and technique (Ar: sina‘a). Habitus is the educator's total mastery of a
science while technique is the educator's learning of a skill by imitation and observation but not
completely mastering. This paper subsequently applies Ibn Khaldiin's same theory to the hadith
sciences and its association with the Arabic language as a tool of instruction with a focus on
hadith criticism. This study aims to show that depending only on the books of usil of hadith
and hadith terminology exclusively without consulting and comprehending deeply the
historical works of the predecessors while concomitantly applying the theoretical rules of
hadith criticism leads to a lack of habitus. Comprehensive hadith criticism is represented by
acquiring the skill of collecting and comparing narrations while simultaneously examining the
condition of the narration and whether the various narrations are in agreement, disagreement,
or exclusive and knowing the circumstances surrounding the hadith. Unless these skills are
acquired, there cannot be habitus in hadith criticism. This is especially true if there is a lack of
quality in educational instruction and progression and natural thinking as opposed to a

mechanical analysis.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Mastering Hadith Criticism:

An Applied study in Light of Ibn Khaldiin's theory on Mastery and Technique

This paper examines Ibn Khaldiin's educational theory which distinguishes between mastery and
technique in the teaching of the Arabic language. He argues that mastery (in instruction) is

predicated upon a true attainment of knowledge.

Technique (in instruction) is the knowing of the how-to but not the knowledge itself. The
instructor who is not a master in knowledge knows of the knowledge but has no mastery himself.
He has not practiced so he is unable to master it. This paper extract various selections from Ibn
Khaldiin's work which show examples of attaining mastery in the Arabic language. They are as

follows:

Firstly, being fully immersed in and using the Arabic knowledge and not just knowing the
grammar and mechanics. This combination leads to mastery, which according to Ibn Khaldiin, is a
result of repetition and reflecting on the speech of the Arabs, not by immersing oneself in random

rules of grammar.

Secondly, distinguishing between the functions of the science and its goal. According to Ibn
Khaldiin, knowledge is split into two categories. Knowledge intended for the sake of itself like Tafsir,
Hadith, Fikh, and other knowledge used as a tool or as a means to some other knowledge like Arabic,
mathematics, or logic. Knowledge that is a tool is not intended for itself, but for what it will result
in.

Thirdly, knowing the nature of the knowledge and its derivatives. The Arabic language is not a
purely logical language derived distinctly from logical and rational premises. It is a knowledge

derived from the vast oral language of the Arabs in a natural and instinctual way.

Fourthly, the quality of the instruction and the mastery of the instructor. Fifthly, taking the

student through successive stages based on their level.

This study then takes Ibn Khaldiin's theory on teaching and learning the Arabic language and
applies it to mastery in hadith criticism. Hadith criticism is practical application that leads to
classifying a hadith, whether it is accepted or rejected, including its isnad and matn. This differs

from the knowledge of usiil al Hadith which is knowledge of the rules of hadith and terminology.

This study takes the five ways Ibn Khaldiin mentions leading to mastery of Arabic and applies it
to the science of hadith criticism. Mastery in hadith criticism is realized through extensive practice
and taking into consideration the words of the predecessors and their works and not just limiting it

to random rules in the books of usiil al hadith.
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This is because these rules were extracted from the works of the scholars of hadith criticism and
the narrations and narrators. Further, the science of usil al hadith is a tool and not intended to be

learned for itself.

This paper brings forth many selections from the great scholars of hadith that apply the same
theory of Ibn Khaldan to the art of hadith criticism. The paper also elaborates on some ways that

mastery in the science of hadith criticism differs from mastery in the science of Arabic.

Finally this paper shows how there can be impediments to mastery even when there is much
practice in applying the rules in hadith criticism. This occurs when there is an undue focus on
tawahir al asanid and narrowly applying the rules of ustl al hadith whilst rejecting the works of the
predecessors based on these rules. This method proliferated and became apparent in the second half

of the twentieth century centering mainly around Shaykh Nasir al Din al-Albani.

This paper concludes that it is essential for institutions of higher learning to understand the real
problems encountered in the science of hadith in distinguishing between the theoretical application
according to the books of usiil al hadith and its terminology and and judging a hadith and according
it a classification. Further, the former approach limits hadith lessons to the books of ustl al hadith
and knowing their rules and principles, while immersing in theoretical divisions and terminology
without knowing the classification of the narration and the ‘ilal and the position of the predecessors

whose works are the foundation of the science of hadith.

In conclusion, it is highly recommended that institutions of higher learning and colleges of
Islamic sciences include a more comprehensive approach to the science of hadith that includes
judging the narrator and narration and the science of ‘ilal. This should be taught parallel to usil al
hadith and not separate from it. It should include mastery in hadith criticism while taking into
consideration the works of the predecessors and understanding the distinction between the works

of criticism of the predecessors and the established rules in the books of usil al hadith.

Keywords: Hadith Criticism, Mastery, Technique, Ibn Khaldin, ‘ilal al-hadith.
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GENISLETILMi$ OZET
Hadis Tenkidi Melekesi:

fbn Haldun’un Sanat ve Meleke Nazariyesi Baglaminda Bir Arastirma

Bu ¢alisma; Tbn Haldun'un Arap dili ilimlerinde “meleke” ve “sanat” ayrimini gozettigi
6grenim teorisini konu edinir. Tbn Haldun’a gére “meleke” kéklesmis bir sifat olup ayni fiilin art
arda tekrar edilmesi yoluyla elde edilir. “Sanat” ise keyfiyet ile ilgili bir durum olmakla beraber
keyfiyetin kendisi de degildir. Sanat sahibi kisi ilim hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmasina karsilik hakiki bir
meleke kesbetmis degildir. Arastirmada ibn Haldun’un melekenin nasil kazanilabilecegi konusunda
daginik bir sekilde dile getirdigi goriisleri toplanarak melekenin su yollarla elde edilebilecegi
goriilmistiir:

Birinci yol; ilmin bizatihi kendisi ile kaynasmak, pratigi arttirmak sadece kural ve kaidelerle
yetinmemektir. S6z gelimi ibn Haldun’a gére Arapgaya vakif olunmak istenildiginde kaynasma ve
pratigin saglanmasi adina ilk olarak Araplarin séz ve kelamlarina odaklanmali, gramerle
yetinilmemelidir. Ardindan bu dildeki s6z ve ifade kaliplar: ezberlenmelidir. Bunlara ek olarak onun
miitekaddim ulemanin kitaplarin 6zel bir 6nem atfedip miiteahhir ulema tarafindan telif eden

muhtasar kitaplar1 tavsiye etmedigi dikkat ceker. Ciinkii ibn Haldun’a gére muhtasar kitaplar
belagati ihmal ederek 6grenciyi anlasilmasi zor karisik lafizlar: takip etmeye mecbur birakir.

ikinci yol; ilimlerin vazifeleri ve maksatlari konusunda ayrim yapmaktir. Bu agidan fbn
Haldun ilimleri “bizatihi kendisi talep” edilen ve “alet ilimleri” olmak iizere ikiye ayirir. Bizatihi
kendisi istenen ilimler Tefsir, Hadis, Fikih vb. dini ilimlerden olusurken, Arapga, mantik, hesap vb.
ilimler alet ilimleri kismina dahildir. Arapca da alet ilimlerinden biri olduguna gére amaci disinda
tahsil edilmemesi gerekir. Aksi takdirde meleke kesbedilmesi 6nlenmis olur.

Uglincii yol; ilimlerin tabiat ve tiirevlerinin anlasilmasidir. Arapca ilmi sirf akll bir ilim
olmayip sadece akli ve mantiki taksimlerden de tesekkiil etmemistir. Aksine o engin Arapcadan

tiireyen tabif ve fitrf bir ilimdir.

Dordiinct yol; egitim kalitesi ve 6greticinin yetenegi ile ilgiliyken besinci yol; 6grencinin
seviyesine uygun asamali egitimin saglanmasidir.

Arastirmada yukarida bahsi gecen Arapga ilminin 6grenilmesine dair olan yontem ve teoriler
iktibas edilerek hadis tenkit ilmine uygulanmistir. Hadis tenkit ilmiyle kastedilen rivayete kabul
yahut ret hitkmii vermek igin icra edilen ilmi bir uygulama olup isnad ve metnin her ikisini de
kapsar. Bu noktada hadis usuliiyle farklilastig1 nokta; hadis usuliiniin kaide ve terimlerden olusurken
hadis tenkidi ilminin ise rivayete hiikiim verilmesi esnasinda s6z konusu kaidelerin uygulanmasini,

gecerliliklerini, bazi karinelerin kurallara 6ncelenmesini konu edinmesidir.

Calismada ortaya ¢ikan sonuglardan biri ibn Haldun'un Arap dilinde meleke kesbedilmesine

yonelik zikrettigi bes yontemin hadis tenkit ilmiyle mutabik oldugudur. Nitekim hadis tenkitinde
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meleke kazanmak da miitekaddim ulemanin goriislerinin miizakere ve pratiginin yapilmasi,
kitaplarinin miitalaa edilerek anlasilmasi ile miimkiindiir. Hadis usult kitaplarinda yaygin sekilde
bulunan kaidelerle yetinilmesi hadis tenkit melekesinin kazanmlmasi noktasinda yeterli degildir.
Ciinkii bu kural ve kaideler miitekaddim alimlerin raviler ve rivayetler hakkindaki ifadelerinden
¢ikarimla olusturulmustur. Bununla birlikte hadis usulii alet ilimlerinden olup bizatihi talep edilen
bir ilim de degildir. Ayni sekilde egitim kalitesi, 6greticinin yetenegi, talebenin seviyesine uygun
asamali egitim de hadis tenkit ilminde meleke kazanmak icin gerekli olan hususlardandir. Ayrica
calismada yer verilen 6nde gelen hadis alimlerine ait birgok kavil ibn Haldun'un teorisi ile hadis

tenkit ilmi arasindaki uygunlugu gézler éniine sermektedir.

Her ne kadar bu iki ilimde -Arap dil ilimleri ve hadis tenkiti- meleke kesbetmek bircok
noktada benzerlik gésterse de tarihi agidan farklilagsmaktadir. Ciinkii raviler ve rivayetler hakkinda
beyan edilen bazi tenkit ifadeleri miinekkitin rivayet doneminde yasamasi sebebiyle (ravileri
tanimasi, rivayet tariklerine vukufiyeti vs.) elde edilmistir ve daha sonraki nesillerin bu tarz
bilgilere ulagsmasi miimkiin degildir. Bu sebeple tenkit kapisi herkes icin her durumda agik olmayip,

bazen alimlere ait ifadelerin anlasilmasi ile sinirh kalir.

Arastirmanin son kisminda uygulama ve tenkitin ¢cokluguna ragmen hadis tenkit melekesini
engelledigi diisiiniilen bir durum ele alinmaktadir. Ozellikle yirminci yiizyihn ikinci yarisinda agik
bir sekilde goriilen bu durum isnadlarin zahirine itimat edilerek, hadis usulti kaidelerini siki bir
sekilde uygulanmasi ve yine s6z konusu kaidelere dayanilarak miitekaddim ulemanin goriislerinin

reddedilmesidir. Bu anlayisin ortaya ¢ikmasinda ve yayilmasinda Seyh Nasirtiddin el-Albani’nin
onemli bir merkez oldugu belirtilmelidir.

Calismanin sonug boliimiinde giiniimiizde hadis ilmi egitimi veren bazi merkezlerde vuku
bulunan bir probleme isaret edilmektedir. Ana hatlariyla ifade edilecek olursa bu problem hadis
usulti kitaplariyla temsil edilen teorik boyut ile ravi ve merviye hiikkiim vermede kullanilan
uygulama boyutunun birbirinden tefrik edilmesidir. ilgili miiesseselerinin egitim miifredatlarina
bakildiginda hadis derslerine dair genel isleyisin bilyiik oranda usul kitaplari ile sinirli ve igerigin bu
ilimle ilgili kural ve kaidelerin 6gretilmesinden ibaret oldugu goriiliir. Teorik tartismalar, terimlerin
kokenlerine dair bilgiler agirliktadir. Buna karsilik hadise hiikiim verme noktasindaki uygulama,
hitkmiin icrasi esnasinda rivayet ve ravilerle baglantili olan illetler neredeyse yok gibidir. Hadis
usulii ilminin kurucu metinleri olmasina ragmen miitekaddim ulemaya ait tenkit ifadeleri dikkate
alinmaz ve ders iceriklerine dahil edilmez. Bu sebeple arastirmada uygulamali hadis tenkiti ve
ozellikle ileli’l hadis ilminin egitim programlarinin miifredatlarina dahil edilmesi 6nerilerek bu
vesileyle hadis tenkidine dair melekenin daha kolay elde edilecegi, miitekaddim ulemaya ait tenkit
ifadeleri ile hadis usulii kaideleri arasindaki farkin anlasilacag diistiniilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hadis Tenkidi, Meleke, Sanat, ibn Haldun, ilelii’l hadis.
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