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Essential Human Rights in Islamic Law:
An Analytical Reading in the Madinan Covenant and the Farewell Sermon

Islam has put a great importance to human rights because Islam came down on the
human, and came for the human. This was clearly reflected in the practice of the
Prophet including come covenants. The most prominent of these covenants is the "city
contitution" of Madina which was the first internal agreement underlying the state of
Islam in the city. Whereas the last of these covenants is the famous "farewell sermon".
Both of these two historical events and documents have proven the necessary care for
human rights in Islam.

I have chosen in this article that we read both of the documents in a way that links
the first one with the last one. | introduced both documents, evaluated their contents
and analyzed the concept of human rights in Islamic thought and Western thought and
highlighted the guarantees provided by these two documents.

Then | have chosen the human rights issues mentioned in these two documents and
supported them by additional evidences provided by the texts of the Qur'an and Sunnah.
| rather focused on the very basic and urgent human rights as other secondary rights can
be found everywhere in the Koran and the Sunnah.
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