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Cetin KASKA

Mahrem?’'nin (6.942/1535)
Mecmaw’l-Letdyif Adli Fars¢a Eseri

Oz: Meshur kisilerin baslarindan gegen ilging olaylari anlatan kisa, etkileyici bazen giildiiriicii ve gogunlukla ders ve ibret verici
kiigiik fikralara latife denilmektedir. Osmanli déneminde litife yazan sair ve yazarlarimizdan biri de Mahremidir. Mahremi
larin naklettigi latifeleri toplayarak hazirlamigtir. Manzum ve mensur karigik 50 latifenin yer aldigt bu eserde 56 beyit ve 6 mis-
ra bulunmaktadir. Eserdeki latifeler Sa'di-i $irdzi, Sultan Yakub, Liitfullih-i Nigabtri, Fettdhi-i Nigibtri, Mirzd Baysungr,
Molla Cimi, Sultan Hiiseyin Baykard, Ali $ir Nevai, Hafiz-i $irdzi, Ubeyd-i Zakani ve daha bir¢ok kimse hakkindadir. Kendisi
hakinda az bilgi bulunan Mahremi, bu eserindeki latife sayisini, adini ve mahlasini zikretmistir. Mahremi bu eserini, Ubeyd-i
Zakantnin latifelerinin ve Caminin Babdristan’indaki eglendirici hikiyelerin okundugu bir gece meclisinde hazirlamaya karar
vermigtir. Mahremi bu eseri adinin meclislerde anilmasini saglamak ve dénemin niiktedanlarinin latifelere kolay ulagmasina
yardimet olmak i¢in yazmustir. Eser Cimi'nin Babdristdn’t rnek alinarak hazirlanmistir. Mahreminin Mecmau’l-Letdyifinin
yer aldig1 yazma mecmuada, ondan sonra ikisi Tiirkge olmak iizere 34 latifenin yer aldigt bir Mecmau’'l-Letdyif daha bulun-
maktadir. Bu eserin Mahrem{ye ait olup olmadig belli degildir. Bu makalede Siileymaniye Kiitiiphanesi Esad Efendi Kolek-
siyonu'nda bulunan Mahrem'nin Mecmau’l-Letdyif adli eseri ilk defa ele alinmistur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Mahremi, Mecmau’l-Letdyif, Latife, Farsca Latifeler, Osmanlt Sairi.

Mahrami’s (d. 942/1535) Persian Work Titled Majma al-Latayif

Abstract: Short, impressive, sometimes laughable and often lecturing and exemplary little anecdotes telling about interesting
events experienced by famous people are called latife. One of our poets and writers who wrote latife in the Ottoman period
is Mahrami. Mahrami prepared his work in Persian, which he called Majma al-Latayif, by collecting the latifes described in
the councils of the Ajam sultans and narrated by Saadi Shirazi and some Ajam humorists. There are 56 couplets and 6 lines
in this work, which includes 50 latife mixed in verse and prose. The latifes in the work are about Saadi Shirazi, Sultan Yakub,
Lutfullah Nishapuri, Fettahi Nishapuri, Mirza Baysungur, Molla Jami, Sultan Husayn Baykara, Ali Shir Navai, Hafez Shirazi,
Ubayd Zakani and many others. Mahrami, who has little information about him, remembered the number of latife, his name
and pseudonym in this work. Mahrami decided to prepare this work in a night assembly where latifes of Ubayd Zakani and
entertaining stories in Jamis Babarestan were read. Mahrami wrote this work to ensure that his name is mentioned in the
assemblies and to help the humorists of the period reach latifes easily. In the manuscript that includes Mahrami’s Majma
al-Latayif, there is another Majma al-Latayif, which includes 34 latife, two of which are in Turkish. It is not clear whether
this work belongs to Mahrami or not. In this article, Mahrami’s work named Majma al-Latayif, which is in the Esad Efendi
Collection of the Suleymaniye Library, is discussed for the first time.

Keywords: Mahrami, Majma al-Latayif, Latife, Persian Latifes, Ottoman Poet.
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Mahrami’s (d. 942/1535) Persian Work Titled
Majma al-Latayif

Cetin KASKA

The word “latifa” means beautiful words, jokes and humor that make people
laugh, entertain, cheer up. This word is used in literature to mean funny short
stories and words. In the past, such works were called latayifname. Latifas are
written both in verse, in prose and in verse-prose. In latifas, interesting aspects
of famous people and extraordinary people are expressed in story style. The idea
intended to be said in the latifas are expressed in an allegorical way, so that the
danger of hurting and upsetting the person being spoken to is eliminated. Latifas,
which are sometimes obscene and vulgar, often compromise the linguistic features
of the period in which they were written, moreover, latifas include idiomatic and
phraseological elements of the period in which they were written. Latayifnames,
which have the characteristics of stories in terms of narration and anecdotes in
terms of humor, portray either the life and character of either an adult, a commu-
nity or directly a person. Latifa became a literary term in Ottoman literature after
the sixteenth century. After this period, magazines in which latifas were collected
and written were called latayif or latayifname. The latifas were brought together in
a separate work as well as in works on various subjects. Short and beautiful stories
are called Latifa in Persian literature, and people such as Shah Nimatullah Wali,
Husayn Waiz Kashifi, Mirza Mahdi Sukuhi, Saadi Shirazi, Ubayd Zakani and Jami
wrote works in this field. People such as Mawlana, Idris Bitlisi, Lami Celebi, Ab-
dullah Celebi, Zati, Fahim Kadim and Mahrami wrote latifa in Turkish literature.

One of our poets and writers who wrote latifas in the Ottoman period is Mah-
rami. His real name is Ahmed and his pseudonym is Mahrami. Mahrami, who
has no information about his date of birth, was born in the village of Tatavla in
Galata and died in 942. Mahrami has six works written in verse and prose. One of

these works is Majma al-Latayif. There are 56 couplets and 6 lines in this work,
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which includes 50 latifas mixed in verse and prose. Mahrami decided to prepare this
work in a night assembly where latifas of Ubayd Zakani and entertaining stories in
Jami’s Baharestan were read. Mahrami, who has little information about him in
the sources, remembered his name, pseudonym and father’s name in the preface of
Majma al-Latayif. Mahrami wrote the Majma al-Latayif for reasons such as being
read in the assemblies, remembering him, being happy, the poets of the time and
the humorists of the period did not have difhiculty to tell latifas in the assemblies.
The latifas in the Majma al-Latayif are about Saadi Shirazi, Sultan Yakub, Lutfullah
Nishapuri, Fettahi Nishapuri, Mirza Baysungur, Molla Jami, Sultan Husayn Bayka-
ra, Ali Shir Navai, Hafez Shirazi, Homam Tabrizi, Khaqani Shirvan, Mawlana Tusi,
Isa Sawaji, Mahmud Gawan, Amir Khusrau Dehlavi, Hasan Dehlavi, Mayili, Sul-
tan Abu Ishaq, Mawlana Katibi, Suzani Samarqandi, Zahir Faryabi, Mahasti, Shah
Rukh, Shah Nimatullah Wali, Jahan Shah, Timur, Ubayd Zakani and many others.
Although Mahrami took the work of Molla Jami’s Baharestan as an example to him
while writing this work, he used many obscene words and phrases in his latifas.
Mahrami made use of verses and hadiths in his work consisting of latifas and voiced
two latifa of the Prophet to show that latifas are permissible. This work of Mahrami
consists of latifas conveyed by Saadi Shirazi and some Ajam humorists. Most of the
latifas described in this work are taken from the works of Saadi and Jami and ancient
magazines. Another purpose of Mahrami in this work is to teach through latifas
like many sufis, to understand the main meaning and purpose of latifas; otherwise
his main purpose is not to make him laugh by telling latifa. Majma al-Latayif is a
versatile and rich work. Another Majma al-Latayif was included in the magazine
where Mahrami’s work named Majma al-Latayif was found. It is not clear whether
this work belongs to Mahrami or not. This work mostly includes short latifas. The
latifas in this work are about Saadi Shirazi, Aboul Gheita, Nasrani, Bahlul Diwane,
Zarifi, Timur, Ma’mun, Jesus, Abraham and Solomon. This work included 34 latifa,
two in Turkish and the other in Persian. There are 7 couplets in this work, writ-
ten in verse and prose. The only known copy of Mahrami’s work named Majma

al-Latayif is in the Esad Efendi Collection of the Sulaymaniya Library.

Keywords: Mahrami, Majma al-Latayif, Latifa, Persian Latifas, Ottoman
Poet.
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