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The Religious Symbolism of Al-Agqsa Mosque and its role in motivating
Muslims to liberate Bayt al-Maqdis from the Crusaders

ABSTRACT: Bayt al-Maqdis occupies a distinguished position amongst Muslims and
the People of the Book, as it is the abode of prophets where many have settled or
passed through. The most important position is its holiness to Muslims as it houses
al-Agsa Mosque (with its Dome of the Rock and al-Jami al-Agsa), the second
mosque on earth, and was the first Qiblah of Prophet Muhammad and the
destination of his miraculous Night Journey and the site of his Ascension to the
heavens. Al-Aqsa Mosque has deep symbolic indications of this holy city, which has
been exposed to many threats along its history, prompting Muslims to defend its
holy places especially after the Crusaders attacks who violated it sanctity and
worked to change its features, without respecting its holiness to other religions.
This paper focuses on these holy places and how Muslims dealt with the people of
different religions, preserved and respected their sacred sites. Then it compares
between Muslims and the Crusaders. Finally it concludes with the success of
Muslims in liberating led by Salah al-Din and reinstating its sanctity.

KEYWORDS: Jerusalem, Crusades, Al-Agsa Mosque, Dome of the Rock, Salah al-Din.
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