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-ABSTRACT-

The Origins and Features of the Aesthetic of the Risale-i Nur’s
Scholarly Content

Dr. Muhammed al-Ruki

The Risale-i Nur talks at length about light’s (Nur) meanings: for the Risales
are an independent school which has strong foundations, clear markers, and
educational methods that are comprehensible. These works carry an instruc-
tional, educational, and functional message which exists to convey Islamic
concepts to the mind and heart, and inform the soul and conscience of The
Quran’s purpose.

The roots of the Risale-i Nur’s aesthetic beauty spring from its rich scholarly
content, which rely on many roots and dynamics — that took their strength and
brilliance from the Quran and the noble traditions of the Prophet which the
Ustad knew on an extensive level. Thus, the Risale-i Nur is a valuable inter-
pretation of the Quran, and a bright flash that has its source in the holy text.

Each page of the Risale-i Nur is peppered with aesthetic markers. These
markers are manifested in the Risale’s expansive formation, diverse provisions,
and meaningful lessons, and are neither purely philosophical nor purely
theoretical. On the contrary, they show their effect on the nafs and are truths
that attract the nafs to themselves. These markers also refine the presentation,
depiction, management, and analysis of various subjects within the text. The
text provides its reader with information that has realistic and practical features,
and takes all of these beautiful features from the beauty of the Quran, the
exaltedness of faith (iman), and the brilliance of righteousness.
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