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-ABSTRACT-

Adjustment, Amendment, and Correction of Western Civilization in
Nursi’s Thought

Prof. Dr. Binlsa Ahmad Buyuzan

Said Nursi describes civilization from a functional perspective and concent-
rates on the ways it serves people. In this respect, it can be seen that he under-
stands the term civilization wholly. With this comprehensive understanding, he
has carefully approached all features of European Civilization, and by observing
its effects on a broader scope, has found the reasons behind its flawed parts.
According to Nursi, the foremost flaws of European Civilization are its estran-
gement from, and denial of God. Nursi’s explanation of civilization also includes
the truth and analysis of an ideal civilization. While comparing Islamic and
Western Civilizations, he puts forth the flaws in Western Civilization, and
discusses the principles of its counterpart.

Nursi thinks about the principles of Western Civilization and researches
whether they could provide the cause of true happiness in people. However, he
sees that Western Civilization is incapable of making people truly happy, as this
civilization has corrupt principles, and drives people to sin and godlessness. For
this reason, he rejects many parts of Western Civilization, and opposes all of its
flaws with fervor. On the other hand, Nursi believes this civilization has some
positive parts and does not reject them. He rejects principles, goals, and
negative values of European Civilization. By touching on the main principles of
Islamic Civilization, Nursi states that true happiness can only be obtained
through faith in God. Accordingly, Islamic Civilization enjoys and benefits
greatly from faith, for it grants eternal happiness in two worlds to those who
embrace it.
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