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-ABSTRACT-

The Cleansing of the Heart and Management of Differences According
to Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, and Their Role in the Unity of the
Ummah

Prof. Dr. 'Abd al-Karim 'Akkiwi

Unity within Islamic communities is imperative by Sharia. Ustad has both
profound ideas and important studies on the unity of the Ummabh, inspired by
the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet. Ustad has understood the reasons
for divides between Muslims, and has warned them against hostility and
conflicts. He had known the interior and exterior reasons that led to conflicts,
and he proposed scholarly, methodological, and educational principles to avoid
them. When he had been discussing the six ills that spoiled unity in the Ummah
and pushed people to hopelessness, he had specified the features of the Ummah
he had envisioned. Nursi pointed that the unity of Muslims was a religious
obligation as well as a realistic necessity to prevent the hostility within mankind.
This unity depends on virtues such as love, charity, brotherhood, and
selflessness, which are rulings of the Sharia and qualify as prayers. They are also
an integral part of creation and happiness that require loving love and being
against hostility. We see that Nursi connects the unity of Ummah with the
cleansing of the heart and disciplining of the soul. According to him, managing
differences and destroying political and idealogical pressures are both
compulsory to create unity within the Ummah.
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