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-ABSTRACT-
The Concept of Rhetoric According to Bediuzzaman Said Nursi

— Exploring the Term and Its Qura'nic Dimensions —

Prof. Dr. Aziz Muhammad Adman

This scientific paper aims at exploring the concept of rhetoric according to
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi - May God bless his soul - throughout the Risale-i Nur
which includes a number of concepts and rhetorical and critical views

A profound and reflective reading of the Risale-i Nur will reveal the essence
of Qur'anic rhetoric compared to human rhetoric and clarify the fundamental
differences between them.

On exploring the views of Bediuzzaman, we find that he tackles some
problems related to rhetorical heritage. Thus, it is important to examine applied
terminology, which is a corner-stone in the field of rhetoric. While we recognize
the difficulty of tracking rhetorical terminology employed by Nursi in the
interpretation of the Qur'an, we are aware that forbearing and prudent reading
of his Risale will pave the way for achieving the objective of this study.

There is no doubt that in the comprehensive Risale-i Nur there is a wellspring
of bright ideas in the field of Qur'anic rhetoric which are detected and examined
by Nursi. Bediuzzaman has acknowledged the difficulty of this work for political,
psychological, spiritual, educational and cognitive considerations; that is why his
views appear scattered in the Risale. It takes patience and accuracy in order to
collect them, and understand their meanings.

Did Nursi establish a novel theory in Arabic rhetoric? Or was it an extension
of the old rhetorical heritage? What were his references that formed his
rhetorical consciousness and artistic views? Did the Political and psychological
conditions that embraced this timeless achievement prevent him from achieving
the desired systematic discipline, and proper arrangement? Do these concepts
form seeds for a theory in Qur'anic rhetoric? What are the elements and the
basics of Qur'anic rhetoric?
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The attempt to answer these questions has stimulated the desire to clarify the
term rhetoric in the writings of Nursi as he viewed it from Qur'anic perspective in
order to prove and install facts of faith. In order to detect the root of rhetorical
terms, Nursi depended on the Quran and guided his search with verses of
realistic and rhetorical examples. In addition, Nursi guided his work with rational
judgment.

A fair and honest researcher cannot ignore the spiritual energy, and the
amazing ability to call evidence in addition to Divine support which were Nursi's
best tools in writing his Risale-i Nur. It is an enormous energy that resembles
passionate love experienced by Sufis. For this reason, the researcher in Risale-i
Nur needs to live a spiritual experience in order to combat any difficulties and
explore subtle meanings, because in some places Nursi's ideas look subtle, and
ambiguous. Thus, there is a lot of hidden references and wisdoms between the
lines that need a clever and attentive mind to point them out and understand
them.

This analytical study tries to delve into the depth of some of the views, and
concepts; with the assistance of the texts of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi without
exaggeration in the description, or overloading it with evidence and examples.
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