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Semantic Difference
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Bu ¢alisma, zaruri ihtiyag statiisiinde olup hayati kolaylastiran ve
fayda veren esyalar Ozelinde bir anlam alanina ait kelimeleri
incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Calismada, Kur’an-1 Kerim’de
kullanilan kelimeler incelenmistir ve bu baglamda dort kelime
secilmistir: esas, rahl, metd‘, ma‘in. Ayrica semantik hedefli bir
calisma olup genel bir anlam Uzerinde ortisen bu kelimeler
arasindaki delalet farkliliklarimi gostermektir. Bu farkliliklar iki
semantik yaklagimla incelenmistir: semantik alan teorisi ve
etimolojik yaklagim. Bu da Arapga sozliiklerin kaydettigi kadim ve
hissi manalari takip etme yoluyla, kelimelerin anlamsal koklerinin
delaletini agiklama metodudur. Anlamsal farklarin agiklanmasi,
belirlenmesi ve temellendirilmesi a¢isindan takip edilen kistaslarda
bunlarn bityiik bir rolii vardir. Bu aragtirmanin temel amaci, anlam
bilimsel bir inceleme olup su sorulara cevap sunmaktadir: Bu dort
kelimenin, onlar1 kapsayan anlam bilimsel s6z iginde, delaletleri
ayni diizlemde midir, yani bu kelimeler tam anlamiyla es anlamli
midir? Yoksa bu kelimeleri birbirinden ayiran 6zel delaletleri var
mudir, onlarm anlam agilarindan bir y6niiyle digerlerinden miistakil
olarak ayrildig1 bir niians1 var midir? Bu 6zel delaletler Kur’ani
ifadede anlam, kasit ve mana olarak ifade edilmis midir? Bu lafizlar
arasindaki anlamsal farklari
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gormezden gelip, birinin yerine digerini kullanmak miimkiin miidiir?
Anahtar Kelimeler: Delalet, anlam farkliliklari, es anlamlilik, kelime dagarcigi, mobilya ve yolcu esyalari.

Abstract

This paper studies the words belonging to a particular semantic field that is characterized by the semantic expression
“Tools and Furniture” that are useful, necessary and that make life better and easier. Research is limited to four
words used in the Qur’an «osel :and .2, ¢ lia, s, The aim of this research is to study of semantic differences
between the words that correspond to one general semantic statement. We examined this subject through two
semantic approaches: semantic field theory and etymology. The semantic approach is clarifying the meaning of the
words by tracing the ancient, physical/“sensory” meanings that were recorded in Arabic dictionaries. This approach
has a major role in making the criteria used to show semantic differences that are original and disciplined. The aim
of this semantic study is to answer the following questions: Are these four words on one level of meaning within the
semantic category that encompasses them, i.e., are they synonymous? Or do these terms have special connotations
that distinguish them from each other so that they are independent with regard to meaning? Were these connotations
intended in the Qur’anic expression? Is it possible to overlook these differences so that the words may be used
interchangeably?

Keywords: semantics, linguistic differences, synonymy, semantic fields, vocabulary of “Tools” And “Furniture”.

Extended Abstract

There is still controversy among linguists about the presence or absence of synonymy,
but they agree that there are special features that characterize each word. The modern
linguistics criterion is to test synonymy to the extent of the ability of a word to replace another
word in all contexts. If this occurs, then it is a complete synonym. This is an accurate and
definite criterion, which ensures that there are potential differences between words,
especially in legislative language, as in law and contracts, and the language of sacred texts.
The investigation into semantic differences is important; therefore synonymy must be
handled carefully.

The research relates to a small semantic field, in which words denote useful and necessary
things that facilitate and improve life, such as tools and furniture, with our limitation to the
words contained in the language of the Holy Qur'an. There are four words that correspond
with this given meaning (&4, glis, da, 0 s=l). Are these words used in the Qur’an in the
same sense? Is there a unique meaning that separated one word from another that is obvious
and/or required? Two approaches were combined and followed:

«  Semantic field theory, An investigation of a small semantic field and the words it
contains. Synonymy is one of the relationships between words in a semantic field.

. Etymological approach, After editing the lexicon of the semantic field, words were
traced for their significance, origin, and development.

Each word’s significance, root, and derivation were investigated. Their sensory
denotations were traced and collected. Two specific dictionaries were consulted— magayis
allugha, by Ibn Faris and al-Mu’gam al-Ishtikaki, by Muhammad Hassan Jabal. The
semantics of the words were analyzed, clarifying the general meaning and specific meaning
of the words in the semantic field.

Research concluded with the specific meaning of the word indicated in the field and its
difference from synonymous words. This specification is the other side of the pivotal
significance that is found in all words taken from the linguistic root. The Arabic dictionaries
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were again consulted to clarify this specification by relying on these issues:
physical/"sensory" meaning, connotation, and semantic analysis.

Moreover, this research defined the significance of the word in Qur’anic usage, tracing
the word to the verses in which it is mentioned, and the meaning in the books of interpretation,
to test the specific, established meaning. This poses the question of whether this meaning
was considered in the language of the Qur’an.

To explain difference and make semantic comparisons, all the words in the study were
grouped together. The words’ usage and original meaning were specified, clarifying the
differences between them. It is clear that the assignment of significance was the basic,
introductory step that explained the differences. If the word’s specification appears, the
differences between it and others have been determined. Because we have several words,
clarifying the differences between them requires placing those differences against each other
in one context until they become clear through comparison.

Among the most prominent results of the search,

¢l which provides absolute benefit, but if it is characterized by density and abundance,
then it is furniture (&Uf), Densely clustered, and related to appearances, which are home
furnishings. And if it is described as luggage for the trip, then it is (JaJ), It is carry-on
baggage. And if it is characterized as one of the useful tools in household chores, then it is
(vs=\), and also it is about things that people borrow. And if it is about the things that
provides benefit in general, then it is (&U).

It turns out that these words are not of the same degree and are not in complete agreement
in their significance to the meaning, as there are semantic differences. They are not
synonymous with each other, and each word has its own privacy.

As for the answer to the second question related to using these terms interchangeably, it
turns out that it is not possible to do so. Because although it is compatible with others within
the framework of the general connotation, it cannot be used in place of the other word while
the contextual meaning remains the same.

Among the recommendations of the research: the language of the legal and sacred texts
should be dealt with great caution and accuracy, and among the features of this is the interest
in the issue of semantic differences. In such texts, it is not possible to allow to replace one
word with another for the sake of the exact meaning of the texts.
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