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Bu calismada medya ve mesajin/icerigin iletisim calismalarinin 6nemli bir boyutu oldugu
yadsinmamakla birlikte, iletisimi sadece bu boyutlariyla ele alan bir kavramsallastirmanin
tarihsel bir surecin sonucu olarak ortaya ciktig1 ve giic iliskileri cercevesinde hakim
konuma geldigi one suralmektedir. S6z konusu indirgemeci yaklasim toplumsal planda
gerceklesen iletisimin pek cok boyutunu dislar ve butunliklii bir ¢coziimleme noktasinda
sorunludur. Bu dogrultuda bicimlenen Turkiye’deki iletisim calismalar: da cesitli
yanliliklardan muzdariptir. Bu makale, belirtilen sorunlardan hareketle daha kapsaml bir
iletisim kavramsallastirmasina ulasma cabalarina katki sunmay1 amaclamaktadir.
Calismada oncelikle hakim kavramsallastirmanin 1940’larda ABD’deki kosullar
dogrultusunda belirdigi ve Soguk Savas’taki kiiresel rekabet kapsaminda Turkiye’ye giris
yaptg gosterilmektedir. Daha sonra da s6z konusu kavramsallastirmanin iilkedeki iletisim
calismalar tizerindeki sinirlandirici etkisi 1960’lardan guntimiize kadar uzanan bir
sorgulamayla iki eksende ele alinmaktadur. 11k olarak, iletisim calismalarinin yuratialdagu
akademik kurumlarin hakim kavramsallastirma dogrultusunda sekillendigi ve bunun
cesitli duizeylerde catisma ve kargasaya yol actigi konusu degerlendirilmektedir. Ikinci
olarak ise hakim kavramsallastirmanin iletisim calismalarinin niteligi tizerindeki
sinirlandirici etkisini gorebilmek amaciyla akademik uretim sorgulanmakta ve iletisim
arastirmacilarinin eserleri incelenmektedir.
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Abstract

Without denying the fact that media and messages are an integral dimension of
communication studies, this study argues that the conceptualization of communication
which takes into account solely media and messages is an historical outcome and has
become dominant due to power relations. This simplistic conceptualization ignores
various dimensions of communication taking place in society and its scope is
problematical for a comprehensive analysis. This is why Turkish communication studies
shaped through this conceptualization have various biases. By emphasizing these
problems, the study aims to contribute to efforts for a better understanding of
communication. The study firstly displays the emergence of the dominant
conceptualization of communication in the 1940s in the USA and its diffusion in Turkey
due to the global competition during the Cold War. Subsequently it reveals the restricting
effects of this conceptualization on Turkish communication studies with an historical
investigation from the 1960s onwards, by stressing two specific axes. On the one hand, it
demonstrates that the academic institutions, working in the field of communication, have
been shaped through the dominant conceptualization, creating conflict and confusion on
several levels. On the other hand, it explores academic production of Turkish
communication scholars in order to define the restricting effect of the same
conceptualization.
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