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Kurt etno-politik taleplerinin legal-demokratik yollardan dile getirilmesi 1990'larin hemen
basi gibi oldukca gec bir tarihe tekabitil etmektedir. Halkin Emek Partisi (HEP) ve sonrasinda
kurulan Kirt yanlsi legal partiler, siyasi cinayetler, parti kapatmalar1, demokratik yollarla
meclise giren Kiirt yanlis vekillerin meclisten atilmasi gibi resmi, gayri resmi, hukuki ve
gayri hukuki yol ve yontemlerle demokratik siyasetin disina itilmislerdir. 1990°’dan itibaren
Kurt etno-politik taleplerini demokrasi, esit yurttashk, insan haklar1 kavramlar araciligiyla
farkli topluluklarin hak talepleri ile esdeger bir duzlem i¢inde dile getirmeye calisan Kiirt
yanlis legal siyasi partiler sadece yasal ve gayr1 yasal siddete maruz kalmadilar, ayni zamanda
bu partiler 6zellikle anaakim basin tarafindan marjinallestirildi, sucla iliskilendirildi. Bu yolla
anaakim basin, Kurt yanlsi legal siyaset yapan partilerin kamuoyu nezdinde bir tur i¢
dusman, ulusal guveligi tehdit eden partiler ve boluct faaliyetler icinde olan organizasyonlar
olarak algilanmasinda aracilik rolu ustlendi. Anaakim medyanin Kiirt yanhs: legal siyasi
partilere dontk bu olumsuz tutumu, Turkiye’de Kiirt meselesinin demokratik ve bariscil yol
ve yontemlerle ¢ozillmesini de dogrudan etkiledi. Baska bir ifadeyle, Kiirt meselesinin silah
ve siddetten arindirilmis platformlarda, basta parlamento olmak tizere- tartisilmasinin zemini
daraltildi, Kiirt meselesi ve bu meselenin ¢6ztimt icin olusturulan legal demokratik siyaset
kanallar terorle esdeger kilindi.

Bu calismada, Kurt yanlsi legal bir parti olan Demokrasi Partisi'nin (DEP) milletvekili
Mehmet Sincar'in 4 Eylil 1993 tarihinde Batman’da silahli bir saldin sonucu 6ldarilmesinin
anaakim basmda nasil haberlestirildigi incelenmektir. Bu baglamda anaakim basinda
donemin en yuksek tirajli iki ulusal gazetesi olan Hiirriyet ve Sabah gazetelerinin
haberlerinde Mehmet Sincar cinayetinin nasil yer buldugu ve Mehmet Sincar cinayeti
uzerinden DEP’in legal siyasete dahil olma ¢abasinin nasil gayri mesru ilan edildigi ele
alinmustir.
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Abstract

The expression of Kurdish ethno-political demands in legal-democratic ways dates back to as
late as the beginning of 1990s. Halkin Emek Partisi [ People’s Labour Party] (HEP) and the
following pro-Kurdish legal parties were pushed out of democratic politics with legal or non-
legal means and methods such as political murders, party closure cases, expulsion of the pro-
Kurdish deputies, which entered the parliament through democratic means, from parliament.
After 1990s pro-Kurdish legal political parties, which tried to express the ethno-political
demands of Kurdish as well as the demands of other communities for rights by means of the
concepts of democracy, equal citizenship and human rights, were not only subjected to legal
or non-legal violence, they were also marginalised and portrayed as criminals especially by
the mainstream media. In this way, the mainstream press assumed the role of an
intermediator of a process that caused people to perceive these pro-Kurdish political parties
as enemies, separatist terror organizations and threats to the national security. The negative
position of mainstream press towards pro-Kurdish legal parties had a direct impact on the
settlement of Kurdish question via democratic and peaceful methods. In other words, the
negative position of mainstream press restricted the discussion of Kurdish questions without
resorting to violent methods and especially within the Parliament. Moreover, the Kurdish
Question as well as the legal and democratic political channels established for the resolution
of this question was simply associated with terror.

This study focuses on how mainstream media covered the assassination of Mehmet
Sincar, a Member of the Parliament and a member of DEP, who was killed during an armed
assault in Batman on September 4, 1993. In this respect, how two national newspapers with
mass circulation - Hirriyet and Sabah- portrayed DEP’s endeavours to take part in legal
politics will be analysed through the example of how these two newspapers covered Mehmet
Sincar’s assassination.
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