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Oz

Maddi kulttiriin basat unsuru olan nesneler tizerinden, farklilasan kisisel anlamlari toplumsal
baglamla iliskisi icerisinde tartismaya acan bu ¢alisma, kadinlar ve cantalarini merkeze
almakta, kadimlarin gtindelik hayatlarina cantalar tizerinden bakmaktadir. Kadinlarin
kimliklerinin ve sosyal iliskilerinin olusumunda, gindelik hayatin hemen her alaninda
onlara eslik eden c¢antalarin kadinlar icin islevini ve anlamim irdelemektedir. Farkli
ilkelerden/sehirlerden, sosyoekonomik-kilturel cevrelerden ve yaslardan on dort kadinla
Subat 2015-Nisan 2016 arasinda alti farkl sehirde gerceklestirilen derinlemesine gorusmeler
analizin temelini olusturmaktadir. Bu izlekte calisma, cantalarin kadinlar icin gundelik
hayatin olanca siradanhigy icine gomulmus farkl sorumluluklarvihtiyaclan sirtlandiklar: birer
“yuk”ten, birer “siginak” ve ozgurlik alanina uzanan turla anlamlarini irdelemeye
calismaktadir.
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Burden, Confidant, Shelter:
Reading Everyday Life
Through Objects’
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Abstract

Questioning individual meanings in their relation to social context through concentrating on
objects-the main aspects of material culture, this article focuses on women and their bags,
and analyzes women’s everyday lives through their bags together with the objects carried
inside. It examines the functions and meanings of bags, which accompany women in almost
every corner of their daily lives, upon the construction of women’s identities and social
relations. The in-depth interviews knitting the analysis were conducted in six different cities
between February, 2015 and April, 2016 with fourteen women from different
countries/cities, socioeconomic-cultural backgrounds and ages. Within this framework, this
article tries to figure out the various meanings of bags ranging from being a “burden” on
women’s shoulders/lives filled with responsibilities/requirements within the ordinariness of
everyday life, to be a “shelter” and an image of “freedom”.
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