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Oz

Gazete okur yorumlarinda Suriyeli multecilere yonelik egilimleri ortaya ¢ikarmay1 hedefleyen
bu calismada, Hiirriyet Gazetesinin web baskisinda yer alan “Suriyeli Cocuga Esnaftan
Dayak” (21.07.2015) baslikli haber icin yapilan okur yorumlar incelenmistir. Elestirel
soylem analizi yontemiyle yapilan ¢ozimleme sonucunda, okuyucularin Suriyeli multecileri
ekonomik diizen, toplumsal sistem ve ulusal guvenlik icin tehdit ve sorun olarak gorme
egiliminde oldugu saptanmistir. Yorumlarda one ¢ikan diger egilimler ise, multecilerin
kurban, Tiirk vatandaslarin magdur ve multecilerin fail/suclu olarak gorulmesi seklindedir.
Ek olarak, miiltecilerin konumlandirilmas: acisindan okurlarin catismal konumlarina ya da
toplumdaki kafa karisikligina isaret eden ifadeler saptanmistir: Bir yandan Muisliiman
olduklarindan dolay1 Suriyeli miiltecilere kardes ya da misafir olarak yaklasilmaktadir. Diger
yandan ise multeciler Cumhuriyet'in kurulusuyla birlikte temelleri atilan Turkiyenin
laik/modern/ilerici yapisina tehdit olusturacak bir tehlike ya da diisman olarak
gortulmektedir.

Anahtar Sozcikler: Suriyeli milteciler, cevrimici okuyucu yorumlari, internet gazeteciligi

*  Gelis Tarihi: 26/05/2016 e Kabul Tarihi: 24/09/2016
" Uskidar Universitesi lletisim Fakiltesi, Yeni Medya ve Gazetecilik Bolumii.
nkavakli@yahoo.com

kiltirveiletisimeculture & communication©2017eYil:20¢Say1:39e90-115



Tendencies towards Syrian Refugees in the
Readers’ Comments: The Example of
Huirriyet Newspaper®

Nurhan Kavakhi**

Abstract

In this study that aims to reveal tendencies towards Syrian refugees in the readers’ comments,
the readers’ comments to the news entitled “Syrian refugee boy beaten by a shopkeeper”
posted on the Hiirriyet Newspaper’s website, (21th June, 2015) is examined. Critical
discourse analysis method is used to examine the readers’ comments. The findings indicate
that the considerable amount of the readers view Syrian refugees as a thread to the social-
cultural structure of Turkey and a thread to the economy and security of Turkey. The
findings also indicate that the tendencies of the readers include: Seeing the refugees as
victims of the situation; keeping the refugees responsible for the situation and their actions;
seeing Turkish citizens as the ones who are aggrieved at the outcome of the situation. In
addition, a duality in the comments is found that indicates a confusion among the readers in
general: On one end Syrian refugees are seen as “guest” or “brother” since they are Muslim
on the other end they are viewed as an enemy who poses a threat to the
secular/modern/progressive structure of Turkey.
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