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Erkek ctizdan: para, kredi karti, kartvizit ve ehliyet belgesi benzeri esyalar iceren tasiyici bir
kapur. Cuizdan, bu islevselligi nedeniyle, yoklugu hayal edildiginde kisiye “ciplaklik algis1”
yasatan kimlik belgesinin de muhafizidir. Cizdanin muhafaza islevi kisisel esyalarimiza
sagladigr “guvenlikli alan” ile iliskilidir, bu tir bir alan; devlet aygitinin kodlayarak
belgelestirdigi kimligi hemen hepimizin gundelik yasaminda deneyimlemesi muhtemel
olumsuzluklara kars: korur (bu calismada gorulecegi gibi calinma, asinma, camasir
makinesinde yitkanma vb. olumsuzluklar). Bu baglamda, insan yapimi esyanin “dogasi
geregi” kullanicisina hizmet etmeye yazgih oldugu dogrudur. Fakat bu, esyanin sembolik
gonderimlerle yukla kultiirel bir yiizey” ya da ‘tasiyic1” oldugu gercegini ortadan kaldirmaz.
Ornegin, ciizdan, erkekligi kuran, onu anlamlandiran ve yeniden ureten semboller setinin
(seyleri pratik etme bicimleri, postiir, bedeni hal benzeri seyler ve bunlara yuklu anlamlar) su
ya da bu sekilde ifade edildigi halleri yansitan “eslikci” bir yuzey olarak gortlebilir. I¢erdigi
esyalar ve tzerine kazili markali logosu, erkek 6znenin kendisine toplumsal statii simgesi
kazandirmada sergiledigi “gosterisci” davramslarina yoldas olur. Yaydigi toplumsal mesajlar
uzlasimsal olarak acimlanirken, kullanicisinin “kisilik envanteri” ve eyleyicisi oldugu
toplumsal gruba (kendi icinde degiskenlik gosterebilen haller, tavirlar, duruslar, yapip etme
bicimleri benzeri 6zelliklere sahip erkekler) dair semptomlar sunar. Ote yandan, ciizdan
icerisinde tasidigi mahrem esyalarla sadece “gosterisci” davramslarin eslikcisi olmadigim
haykirir. Otekinden (6tekinin gozii ve sozit) olabildigince sakinilan bu esyalar, erkeklik
hallerinin siklikla diyalojiye kapattig; dissallastirmaktan kacindigi mahrem
deneyimlerin/hikayelerin nesnesidir.
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Things Identity Kit Carries:
Men’s Wallet As A Functional/Symbolic

Object”
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Abstract

Functionally, man’s wallet is a carrier, an enveloping container. It mainly carries cash, credit
cards, driving licence and such. As a protective agent it offers a “gated area” for its users.
Bearing on the same property, wallet safeguards our identity cards in the absence of which
we become exposed to a ‘sense of nudity”. In this context, it holds true that everyday objects
are intrinsically built to serve its users. This, however, does not stop them being inscribed
with cultural meanings. For example, man’s wallet can be described as a “cultural facet”
laden with symbolic references. These cultural signifiers make it an extension of man’s
subjectivity. To put it differently, man’s wallet is a reflective container of symbols and
cultural meanings, which communicates a set of symbols concerning masculunities. It
therefore gives us a bunch of clues regarding the material position of a man, or a wide array
of images embodying his masculunity. Furthermore, often turned into an apparatus of self-
image and self-presentation, luxurious man’s wallets may become instrumental in expressing
and conveying gimmickry. Some of them carry designer logos which diffuse meanings as to
the social status of its owner. Per contra, particular objects found in wallet may refer to man’s
private experiences/stories, which in general are disclosed to the third person (from the gaze
and word of the others).
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