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Politik soz ya da retorik Plato ve Aristoteles’ten beri var olan 2500 yillik bir calisma
alanidir. Retorik tarihi gelisim streci boyunca pek ¢ok farkli anlama sahip olmustur. Guzel
s0z sdyleme sanati, ikna amacl konusma, abartili ve yalana dayali propaganda, 6zdeslikler
yaratma, kolektif kimlikler insa etme bunlardan bazilandur.

On dokuzuncu ytizyilin sonuna kadar yapilan genel retorik calismalari, klasik retorik
geleneginin 1s131nda calismalarini surdurmustir. Ancak, yirminci ytuzyilin ikinei
yarisindan itibaren yeniden canlilik kazanan retorik calismalar1 Amerika’da ve Kita
Avrupast ulkelerinde “iletisim calismalar1” olarak tanimlanan disiplinler arasi akademik
alanda kendisine yeni bir yer edinmistir. Son yillarda Turkiye’de de iletisim fakiilteleri
catist altinda retorige iliskin arastirmalar filizlenmeye baslamistir.

Bu makalenin amaci, Tek Parti donemi icinde a¢iga citkan politik konusma ya da
retorik tizerine dusiinme bicimleri hakkinda genel bir degerlendirme yaparak Turkiye’deki
retorik arastirmalarina katk: saglamakur.

Ulusal kimligin standartlastirilmasi, rejimin kendisini mesrulastirmasi, ideolojisini
yayginlastirmasi ve toplum katmanlarinda benimsenme cabalariyla kosut bir gelisim
gosteren politik konusma ya da politik retorik tizerine diisinme bicimlerinin
degerlendirilebilmesi icin ilk olarak, donem icinde ideolojiyi yayginlastirma faaliyetleri ve
bu faaliyetler arasinda yer alan “konusma’nin énem kazanmasina iliskin tarihsel bir
cerceveye yer verilmistir. Daha sonra ise donem icindeki politik konusmanin anlama,
kullanilma gerekeeleri aciga cikaran, ozellikle 1930’larda yazilmis, konuyla ilgili metinlere
deginilmistir. Uctinct ve son olarak ise politik konusmanin tretilme ve yayilma araglar
arasinda yer alan Halk Hatipleri Teskilati, Halkevleri, Halk Kiirsuleri, radyo ve milli gun ve
bayramlarda diizenlenen kamusal torenler hakkinda bir degerlendirme sunulmustur.
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Abstract

The study of political speech or rhetoric began with Platon and Aristotle and dates back to
2500 years ago. The history of rhetoric had different meanings during its development
among which are eloquence, persuasive speech, propaganda based on exaggeration,
creating analogies and constructing shared identities.

Works on general rhetoric conducted until the nineteenth century were based on the
classical rhetoric tradition. However, from the second half of the twentieth century on,
interest in works on rhetoric experienced a revival and occupied a place in the
interdisciplinary field of "communication" in the USA and Continental Europe. The last
few years saw the emergence of works on rhetoric in Turkey in faculties of
communication.

The objective of this article is offer a general evaluation with regard to the ways of
thinking on political speech or rhetoric during the single party period and contribute to
the studies on rhetoric in Turkey.

Firstly, historical framework on activities to spread the ideology during the single
party period and increasing importance of "speech" among these activities have been
explained in order to evaluate the ways of thinking on political speech and political
rhetoric which developed in parallel with the standardization of the national identity,
legitimization of the regime as well as spread and adoption of the ideology within the
society. Then, especially the texts written during 1930s, which disclosed the meaning of
the political speech and the reasons of the use of political speech, have been touched
upon. Lastly, an evaluation on The Organization of People’s Orators, The People’s House,
People Chair, radio and ceremonies which were organized in national days and festivals,
all of which are among the tools used for the production and dissemination of political
speech, has been presented.
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