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Oz

Bu calismada Papa XVI. Benedict'in 2006 yilindaki Turkiye ziyaretinin donemin en cok
satan u¢ ulusal gazetesinde (Zaman, Hiirriyet, Posta) ele alinma bicimi incelenmistir.
Papa'nin Musliimanlik ve Turkiye'nin AB tuyeligi hakkinda ziyaret 6ncesinde yaptigi
olumsuz aciklamalar, bu ziyareti biz-onlar karsithginin merkezde durdugu bir mucadeleye
donustarmustir. Ulusal basin-milliyetcilik iliskisini ele alan literatiirden hareket eden bu
calisma, basinin bu miicadele icerisinde biz ve oteki imgesini hangi soylemsel stratejilerle
nasil insa ettigine odaklanmistir. Calismada, farkli yaymncilik anlayislarina ragmen bu ¢
gazetenin, Papa ziyaretini Muisluman-Turkler olarak “biz imgesi”ni yeniden insa ederek
pekistirme aracina donusturdugi saptanmistir. Basin bu imgeyi kurarken kendi
olumsuzluklarini yumusatarak inkar etme ve otekini degersizlestirme temel stratejilerini
kullanmustir. Ornegin haberlerde Turk siyasetci ve bitrokratlarinin Papa’ya siyasi ve dini
unvanlarini yok sayarak sadece “Sayin Papa” olarak hitap etmesi olumlanirken, Turkiye’de
dini azinliklara yonelen siddet eylemlerinin “munferitligi” ve bu eylemlerin onlar1
gerceklestirenlerin kisisel eylemleri oldugu vurgulanmistir. Ziyarete iliskin haberlerde
Islam’in “baris ve akil dini” ve Miisliimanlarin da hosgorulit oldugu siklikla tekrarlanirken,
Hiristiyanlik Katoliklik, Protestanlik ve Ortodoksluk arasindaki i¢ cekismeler icinde
gosterilmistir. Haberlerde ayrica Papanin ziyaret sonucunda “degisen gorusleri”
araciligiyla hayran olunasi ve sevilesi bir Tirkluk imgesi de insa edilmistir. Calismanin
carpicl bulgularindan biri de basinin Papa'ya iliskin haber dilindeki dramatik degisimdir.
Ozellikle ziyaret éncesindeki haberlerde, Tiirklik ve Miislimanliga iliskin olumsuz
gorusleri nedeniyle degersizlestirilen Papa, ziyaret siirecinde “biz imgesi”ni yiicelten ifade
ve davranislarina baglh olarak ilimli ve pozitif bir soylem i¢ine yerlestirilmistir.
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Reflecting upon Ourselves through
National Press Within the Framework of
the visit of Pope Benedict XVI: Tolerant
and Civilised Muslims, Admirable Turks
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Abstract

This study focuses on the handling of the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to Turkey in 2006 in
the three best-selling newspapers of the period (Zaman, Hiirriyet, Posta). Negative remarks
of the Pope with regard to Islam and Turkey’s membership to EU prior to his visit turned
this visit into a struggle with a particular emphasis on the atrocity between us and them.
Based upon the literature on the relationship between national press and nationalism, this
study focuses on how the press constructs the image of us and them through certain
discursive strategies. One of the findings of the study is that despite their different
understandings with regard to publishing, the three newspapers handled Pope’s visit as a
tool of consolidation by reconstructing the "image of us" as Muslim Turks. The press
emloyed the main strategies of denying one’s own negative aspects and defamation of the
other. For instance, the fact that Turkish politicians and bureaucrats addressed the Pope as
"Mr. Pope" by ignoring his political and religious titles was regarded positively, whereas a
particular emphasis was put on the "individuality" of the violence against religious
minorities in Turkey stating that such acts were personal actions of the perpetrators. That
Islam is a religion of "peace and reason" and that Muslims are tolerant people were
frequently repeated in the news stories dealing with the visit, while Christianity was
portrayed within the framework of the conflicts between Catholicism, Protestantism and
Orthodoxy. In addition to that, an admirable and lovable image of Turks was constructed in
the news stories through the "changing views" of the Pope. One of the striking findings of
the study is the dramatic change in the language used in the news stories about the Pope.
While the Pope was defamed in the news stories prior to his visit because of his negative
remarks about Turkishness and Islam, he was portrayed moderately and positively due to
his statements and behaviours praising the "image of us" during his visit.
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