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Although moral rules varies according to societies and periods, it basically has function of 
maintaining order by keeping people and society in certain patterns. Islamic societies have 
also developed a series of moral norms, based on Qoran and Sunnah, have put them forward 
through various works. Besides information about morality can be given directly in works 
dealing with morality, it can be emphasized in works written under various titles, such as 
religion and sufism. So the morality in Arabic, Persian and Turkish literature is discussed in 
a wide range. Ahlak Risalesi, is the one that can be considered in this direction. The work, 
whose author and date of writing is unknown, is registered with catalog information 

part evaluated in two parts, information about general morality is given, and in the second 
part, a concise translation of the story of Sultan Sencer and dervish, included in the gratitude 
chapter of Ahlak- , is presented in connection with the subject of morality. In this 
study, a general evaluation of the work in terms of language and content is given, besides 
the introduction and translation of the work.
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Extended Abstract 

Morality has two aspects, individual and social, and it is known that it is one of the elements that are 
mediated in the provision of social order. The idea of maintaining order also brings with it some principles, norms 
and rules. These rules, which have become traditional over time, form a whole and dominate the culture and exhibit 
a structure that resists change. When we approach the subject from the perspective of Islamic morality, the Qur'an 
and the Sunnah form the basic pillars of morality and influence the cultures of Islamic societies by directing their 
lives. In this context, it is seen that this point of view is dominant in the works written on morality in Arabic, 
Persian and Turkish literatures. 

Besides information about morality can be given directly in works dealing with morality, it can be 
emphasized in works written under various titles, such as religion and sufism. So the morality in Arabic, Persian 
and Turkish literature is discussed in a wide range. Ahlak Risalesi, is the one that can be considered in this direction. 
The work, whose author and date of writing is unknown, is registered with catalog information 

about general morality is given, and in the second part, a concise translation of the story of Sultan Sencer and 
dervish, included in the gratitude chapter of Ahlak- , is presented in connection with the subject of 
morality. 

Although the date of writing of the work is not known exactly, it can be stated that it was written in the 
beginning period of Classical Ottoman Turkish, based on some grammar features. The main reason for this 
determination is that the effects of Old Anatolian Turkish continue in the language of the work, and that it also 
contains Classical Ottoman Turkish features depending on the labial harmony seen in some word bases and 
suffixes. The knowledge that Ahlak- , which is the source of the Sultan Sencer and dervish anecdote, was 
written in 1495 and the Turkish translations of Ahlak-  gained intensity in the second half of the 16th 
century and the first half of the 17th century, suggesting that the Ahlak Risalesi might have been written in this 
cultural atmosphere.  

Looking at the content, it is possible to evaluate the work in two parts. The first part is devoted to the subject 
of morality and it is stated that human morality is positioned for temperance. In the understanding of morality, the 

 

In connection with the first part, the second part includes the conversation between Sultan Sencer and a 
dervish. This anecdote, which is similar to the sultan and dervish stories that we frequently encounter in eastern 

-i 
Ahlak- . In this anecdote, it is tried to convey the message that morale is superior to materiality, 

through the advices of the dervish to the sultan about gratitude. 

When Ahlak Risalesi is approached in terms of grammar, first of all, the simplicity of the prose language 
stands out. It is possible to reach this conclusion by comparing it with the prose language used in other Turkish 
translations of the sultan and dervish anecdote. As a result of this comparison, it will be understood that foreign 
words and especially phrases are not used intensively in the Ahlak Risalesi. In terms of grammar, the work has a 
structure that includes new developments as well as maintaining the features of Old Anatolian Turkish. The 
harmony seen in some suffixes and words, especially in the subject of labial harmony, are issues that show 
parallelism with the Classical Ottoman Turkish period. 

As a result, it would be appropriate to emphasize the necessity of unearthing the works that remained in 
catalogs such as the Ahlak Risalesi and waiting to be examined, and presenting them to the benefit of 
interdisciplinary research. Approaching the works not only in terms of language but also in terms of mentality 
depending on the content will be effective in determining the keystones of our thought and cultural history. 
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