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The purpose of the study is a comparative analysis of the first utopian dreams in Turkish and 
Russian literature. The subjects of the research are the stories Dream of a Happy Society by 
Alexander Petrovich Sumarokov and The Dream
topic choice is due, firstly, to the fact that the comparative analysis of the Turkish and 
Russian utopias is insufficiently studied. Secondly, the topic shows that dreams in the genre 
of utopia are effective in different eras and cultures. The article briefly describes the 
emergence of the utopia in Turkish and Russian literature. In the analysis section social and 
cultural differences are examined through utopian dreams of the two authors. The features 
that Russian and Turkish writers who are looking for in an ideal society are trying to convey 
with quotations from the works of A. Sumarokov and N. Kemal. As a result, it is proved that 
the theme of the search for the ideal form of the state and the genre of utopia are used in the 
literature of different societies and periods, and utopian dreams are the ideal way for this 
genre.
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Anahtar kelimeler:  

Extended Abstract 

This article briefly describes the emergence of the genre of utopia in Russian and Turkish literature. The 
comparative analysis is carried out based on the works  by Alexander Sumarokov 
and   
attempts to convey the features that Russian and Turkish writers are looking for in an ideal society, based on 
quotations from works. 

As in world literature, there are examples of utopia in Turkish and Russian literature. The genre of utopia 
in Russian literature begins to actively develop since the 18th century, but the primary sources of the genre were 
ancient Russian folk tales, legends. The first utopian works in Turkish literature appeared in the 19th century. It is 
worth noting that the genre of utopia appears late in Turkish literature and differs from functioning in other 
cultures. In Russian literature, under the influence of a religious text and teaching, the genre of utopia appears and 
continues to develop, while for Turkish literature this is happening in the opposite direction. In particular, the fact 
that the Ottoman state was one of the leading powers of the era made writers and society an impression that they 
lived in an ideal state. This situation changed with the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, and the first utopian works 
in Turkish literature appear as dreams with socio-political content.  

Being the first authors to use the dream motif in their utopian works, A. Sumarokov (1717-1777) and N. 
Kemal (1840-1888) are important writers for their national literature. Both authors see problems in social order 
and try to find solutions to these problems with their own methods, that is, through their works. Sumarokov's story 

 
  during his exile in Famagusta in 1872.  

In this article, which compared two different utopias from world literature, we came to the following 
conclusions. N. Kemal primarily criticizes the society of his era. He not only dreams but also explains what is 
needed to realize dreams. He believes that his idealized country can exist with freedom, will of the people, 
government, responsible work for everyone, and equality. He does not describe the ideal country in detail, but he 
especially emphasizes technological advances, the importance of education, and increased welfare. A. Sumarokov 
begins to talk about an ideal society without criticizing or touching on the problems of his era. He also does not 
indicate what needs to be done for the emergence of an ideal society. He provides a recipe for a happy society, 
describing the general characteristics of the ideal statesman, the system of government and justice, the army, and 
society. 

As a result, any literary work of the same genre is unique, because the periods and situations in which it 
was written are different.  and , which are examples of the genre of 
utopia, have many differences, although they were written in the same genre. This situation is a concrete example 
of the relationship of literature to tradition and society. Factors such as the ideology and personal life of the author, 
the social and political conditions of the era, affect the works. In addition, this article once again demonstrates the 
importance of the search for the ideal society by authors in different societies and periods and the eternity of the 
genre of utopia. Prospects for further research can be designated as identifying differences and similarities between 
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Russian and Turkish literature through comparative research, as well as a more detailed study of the development 
of the genre of utopia in both literatures. 
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