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Midyat is the district of Mardin that contains more than one culture and language. It is 
a culture and civilization basin with its historical texture, geographical location, ethnic 
differences. The district, which has hosted different civilizations, has become a 
multicultural and multilingual attraction center due to this dynamism. In this research, 
the multiculturalism and multilingualism of Midyat has been handled in a 
sociolinguistic aspect. General information was given about the history of Midyat, its 
socioeconomic structures and the situation of Turkish, Mahalmi (Arabic), Becirman, 
Kurdish, Syriac, Yazidi, Syrian immigrants in Midyat. 10 people living in Midyat, 
speaking at least 3 languages and different ethnicities, were interviewed. In the study, 
phenomenological design, one of the qualitative research designs, was used and the 
semi-structured interview technique was used for sampling determined by criterion 
sampling method. In the research, it is aimed to analyze Midyat from individuals who 
have experienced the phenomenon.
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Extended Abstract 

Midyat, east of Mardin, is the most important and largest city of Tur Abidin. The name of the settlement, 
whose history dates back to the Assyrians BC, is recorded as Matiate in the Assyrian tablets, meaning 'my 
homeland'. The situation of different ethnic and religious groups in Midyat also had attracted researchers; Many 
studies have been conducted on the subject in different disciplines. Current studies about Midyat is engineering 
(construction, geology), architecture, sociology, geography, art history, folklore, educational sciences, 
agriculture, religion, oriental languages, economy, biology, sports disciplines. Sociolinguistic studies examining 
Midyat in terms of culture and language are not yet at the desired level. This is important in terms of revealing the 
originality of the research. The aim of this study is to define the Midyat specialty through the general situation of 
multiculturalism and multilingualism, and to examine the multicultural and multilingual structure of Midyat 
through individuals. 

In the study, general information about the history, socioeconomic structure of Midyat and the situation of 
Turkish, Mahalmi (Native Arabs), Becirman, Kurdish, Syriac, Yezidi and Syrian immigrants in Midyat are given. 
The situation in question in Midyat was determined through multicultural and multilingual individuals living in 
Midyat. For the research, 10 people living in Midyat, belonging to 4 different ethnic groups and speaking at least 
3 languages, were interviewed. In the study, phenomenological design, which is one of the qualitative research 
designs, was included and sampling determined by criterion sampling method, semi-structured interview technique 
was applied. In the research, it is aimed to determine the situation and analyze the multiculturalism and 
multilingualism of Midyat with the views taken from the individuals who have experienced the phenomenon it 
focuses on and who can express or reflect this phenomenon. 

All of the participants prefer Turkish, Arabic and Kurdish as spoken languages. Three of the participants 
also prefer Syriac among the languages spoken. The areas where languages are used are mostly in the form of 
home, shopping, sometimes job and vacation. Multilingual participants are very good in speaking and listening 
skills, and generally (pre)intermediate in reading and writing skills. All of the participants stated that being 
multilingual and multicultural is an advantageous situation. 

Multiculturalism and multilingualism are not an option in Midyat, as it is a geography where different 
ethnic structures, religions, languages, cultures, civilizations, traditions and sects are intertwined and destiny. 
Multilingualism in Midyat acts as a bridge connecting cultures. Different cultures use both their own languages 
and the languages of other cultures; communication has continues uninterrupted in the region. Multicultural and 
multilingual individuals in Midyat have been living together in harmony and tolerance for centuries. Having a 
different language and culture is a wealth and advantage in the region. Some groups have adopted the languages 
of other groups. Individuals, regardless of ethnic groups and beliefs, have acquired the languages of other cultures 
in the natural process and environment. 

As a result in the study, multiculturalism and multilingualism were determined through the criterion sample 
in Midyat. In Midyat, where differences can be seen in neighborhoods, bazaars, shopping areas and even in many 
houses, multiculturalism and multilingualism manifest themselves concretely in clothes, meals, architecture, 
prayers, holidays, weddings and neighborhoods. According to the results of the research, the reasons for 
multilingualism and multiculturalism in Midyat are the different languages spoken by the parents from different 
ethnic backgrounds, marriage, economy, profession, neighborhood, education, vacation, interest, and religion. 
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45 https://mardin.ktb.gov.tr/TR-56489/midyat-tarihcesi.html. [20.02.2020]. 
46 https://tez.yok.gov.tr/UlusalTezMerkezi/tezSorguSonucYeni.jsp. [15.01.2021]. 
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