Recep Tayyip Erdogan Universitesi
Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi 20 (2021), 195-225.
Doi: https://doi.org/10.32950/rteuifd.1010524

Arastirma Makalesi /Research Article
Gelis Tarihi:16/10/2021-Kabul Tarihi:18/12/2021

Al

:\..‘LSSJAUA&JEBJLG!QA:\:\AUJ sl G gl Al ya
Jiad) ale Jo faladie ) Euaal

Ahmad SNOBAR*

At1f/Cite as: Snobar, Ahmad. “Merhaletii’t-tedvini’'r-resmi: Dirase fi i’ddeti t'erihi merahili kitabeti’l-hadis

i‘timaden “ala ‘ilmi’l-ilel”. Recep Tayyip Erdogan Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi 20 (2021), 195-225.

Resmi Tedvin Dénemi ilel Ilmi Isiginda Hadis Kitabetinin
Yeniden Doénemlendirilmesi

Oz: Bu makale Miisliiman aragtirmacilarin hadis tarihinin dénemlendirilmesine
dair goriislerini yeni bir perspektifle ele almay1 hedeflemektedir. Calismada,
Miisliimanlarin 20. yy’da Oryantalist fikirler karsisinda gelistirdikleri savunma
mekanizmasinin s6z konusu dénemlendirmede etkili oldugu iddia edilmektedir.
Buna gore Miisliiman arastirmacilar Oryantalist diisiincelere karsi koymak
amactyla verdikleri miicadelede hadis tarihindeki bazi donemleri realiteyle
uyusmayan bir sekilde ©ne c¢ikarmiglardir. Nitekim bu tarz bir
donemlendirmenin oryantalist tartismalar 6ncesinde hicbir ulema tarafindan
yapilmamis olmasi dikkat gekicidir. Aragstirmada Omer b. Abdiilaziz tarafindan
gerceklestirildigi iddia edilen “resmi tedvin” doénemine odaklanilarak bu
dénemin oryantalistlerin hadislerin hicri ikinci asrin sonunda yazildig: goriistine
tepki olarak bazi muasir Miisliiman arastirmacilar tarafindan ayirt edici ve
kapsayic1 bir donem haline getirildigi One siiriilmektedir. Bahsi gegen
arastirmacilar bu donemde resmi emirle yazilan hadis kitaplarmmn sehirlerde
yayildigini belirterek hadislerin giivenilirligini resmi tedvin emrinin ispatiyla
saglama cihetine giderler. Calismada bu doénemin ilel ve hadis tenkidi
literatiiriine herhangi bir yansimasi olmamasindan hareketle mezkér dénemin
kapsayici ve ayirt edici bir doénem olmayip Omer b. Abdiilaziz'in
tamamlanamamis bir girisimi oldugu ifade edilmektedir. Nitekim ilel alimleri
bundan ¢ok daha az etkili olaylara dahi yer vermislerdir. Arastirmada ulasilan
sonuglardan biri de Mislimanlar1 bu duruma iten sebebin, Batihlarin “tarih
yazili vesikalarla sabit olur” fikrinden vazgegerek sozlii tarihe yonelmeleri
neticesinde Miisliimanlarin bahsi gecen fikirle daha ¢ok muhatap olmalaridir.
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The “Official Codification” Stage:

A Revision of the History of Recording Hadiths with Emphasis
on the Science of ‘Ilal

Abstract: This paper evaluates how specialists in hadith studies since the 20th
century have been heavily influenced by the urge to defend the field against
Orientalist arguments when writing the history of recording hadiths. This has
led them to exaggerate the importance of certain episodes, even though they
have no firm basis in history, and that previous scholars — notably those writing
before the existence of an Orientalist narrative to oppose — did not consider
these same episodes to represent a significant juncture. This paper focuses on the
“Official Codification” (al-tadwin al-rasmi) stage, carried out by “Umar bin ‘Abd
al-*Aziz, as an example of this. Contemporary scholars have described this phase
as a defining moment in the overall development of the field, the first time official
texts had been distributed throughout the cities. This illustration allowed them
to easily counter the Orientalist claim that hadiths were not recorded in writing
until the end of the 2nd century. By investigating this period closely, however,
this paper argues that the “Official Codification” stage was actually not that
remarkable, and that, in fact, the efforts undertaken by the caliph ‘Umar
remained unfinished. It is also telling that this period is not given as much weight
in works of ‘ilal and naqd (branches of the science of hadith criticism), and that
the authors of those works spend more time on many more seemingly
insignificant details. These authors also rigorously evaluate historical narrations
utilizing various methods, so if this period was of any real significance, they
would have indicated so in their studies. Finally, this paper argues that the
source of the problem presented here — scholars’ misplaced emphasis on certain
historical events in hadith studies — is the defensive stance of these scholars, vis-
a-vis Orientalists, and their resulting insistence on the idea that only written
evidence is credible in a historical inquiry. This is especially ironic given that
Western scholarship has recently reconsidered the importance of oral history.

Keywords: Dating of Hadith, Knowledge of Ilal, The Offical Tadwin,
Orientalism, al-Zuhri.
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