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Baz1 yonlerden felsefe, dinin bizatihi kendisinden dogmustur. Ciinkii din, felsefeye farkli mitolojik
diistincelerin ¢catismasi tarafindan meydana getirilen fikri tartismanin kapisim agmistir. Antik Yu-
nan'da rahiplerden olusup din hizmeti veren bir kurum yoktu. Dini mitolojiler ve kutsal inanclar ta-
cirler ve go¢menlerin inanglari ile karsilastiginda antik Yunan hayal giiclinii harekete geciyordu.
Homeros ve Hesiodos'ta goriildiigii lizere tarih kitaplarinda Antik Yunan aklinin dinle yakin bir ilis-
ki icinde oldugu agikea belirtilmektedir. Daha sonralar1 Antik Yunan diisiincesi mitolojik dinin tasal-
lutundan kurtulmus ve aklin arastirma yapabilecegi bir konuma ulasmistir. Modern ve ¢agdas felse-
fe tarihinde din ile felsefe birbirine karsit iki yap1 olarak ele alinir. Tam da burada dinin felsefe ile
iligkisi, ilk filozoflarin dine bakisini dinin ve felsefenin tezleri ile ilgili sorununu tarihsel agidan ele
alan arastirmamizin 6nemi ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Aragtirmamizda felsefe, dine karsit bir zeminde mi
duruyor? ilk felsefeciler dinleri yok etmek ilkesinden mi hareket ettiler, yoksa kendi dinlerini sa-
vunmak i¢cin mi ¢cabalamislar? gibi sorulara cevap aranacaktir.

Tarih ve insan fitrati insanoglunun psikolojik, i¢cglidiisel ihtiyaclar1 nedeniyle, yasadigl her asirda
tanr1 inancinin onda cesitli sekillerde var oldugunu, olacagini gostermektedir. insanoglu kendisine
tapmak, nefsini tanr1 edinmek de dahil bu ihtiyacini farkli yollardan gidermistir.

Biitiin medeni kiiltiirlerin baslangicinda toplumun géziinden egyalarin 6ziinii gizleyen kuvvetli bir
dini inan¢ bulunmaktadir. Daha sonra insanlar tanrilar1 konusunda siipheye diiser ve bir cesit bilgi
trajedisi yasarlar. Kotii gidisattan korunmak icin gegcici biitiin zevklere basvururlar. Nitekim top-
lumlar stoaci olarak dogar ve epikiircii olarak éliirler. Besikte din, kabir yolculugunda felsefe onlara
eslik eder. Tiim bunlar putperest, tahrife ugramis ve ilahi gercekligini kaybedip dinin mensuplarini
dine hizmet etmek i¢in kullanan dinler i¢in gegerlidir. Halbuki din, inan¢h bir insanin hizmetgisidir.
Onun iyiligini ve her iki dilnyadaki mutlulugunu ister.

Antik Yunan tarihinde Antik Yunan aklinin mitolojik ve putperest ilk diisiincelerinin din ile biiyiik
bir iliski icerisinde oldugu gériilmektedir. Oyle ki mitolojik din sosyal, psikolojik ve siyasi biitiin
yonleriyle Antik dénemde yasayan Yunanlarin hayatlarina hakimdi.

Felsefe bazi yonleri itibariyla dinin kendisinden ortaya ¢ikmistir. Antik Yunan’da din hizmeti, 6rgiit-
li bir din adamlar1 toplulugu tarafindan yiiriitiilmiiyordu. Bu da dinin, sabit ve kesin inanglar kisve-
si altinda ortaya ¢ikmadigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ayrica din, hayal giiciinii harekete gegiren, zihni
gelistiren ve tefekkiire davet eden mitler ve efsanelerle doluydu. Bazi aragtirmacilar felsefenin unu-
tulmaya yiiz tutmus bir vahiy olduguna inanirlar. Bununla birlikte felsefe karisik, degisken, farkli ve
cogu zaman celiskili, cocukea, kinanabilir ve mantiksizdir.
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Bazi eski ilahi vahiylerin izleri, yerli halk ve gogmenlerden olusan Yunan ulusu da dahil olmak tizere
birgok ulusun kiiltiirleri arasinda dagilmisti, ancak bunlar efsane ve hayali yorumlarla boyanmis ve
batil kutsallagtirma karakterinin egemenligindeydi, iclerinde pek ¢ok celigki ve tuhaflik bir araya
geldi. Antik Yunan diger uluslara agilinca, dinlerle karsilasma emareleri ortaya ¢ikinca, benzerlikler
ve farkhiliklara dikkat edildiginde bocalamaya basladi. Béylece toplumlarin inanglarini incelemek ve
onlar1 anlamaya veya elestirmeye ¢alismak i¢in zihinsel bir entelektiiel hareket baslatildi.

Ornegin filozof Ksenophanes, Yunan sehirlerini dolasiyor, dini-felsefi bir reform tarzinda siirler
soyleyerek, Yunanlilarin putperestligini elestiriyor, Homer ve Hesiodos'un siirlerinde formiile edi-
len, davraniglarinda ve yasamlarinda insanlara benzetilen tanrilariyla alay ediyordu. Felsefe, genel
davranis kurallar1 6nerdigi veya diinya hakkinda teoriler sundugu siirece, dini bir bakis agisina sa-
hip olmalidir. Din, felsefenin rasyonalitesine ihtiya¢ duyar, felsefe de dinin sorunlarini géz ardi
edemez.

Buradaki felsefi tezler, medeni agilimla etkilesime giren dini diisiincenin gelisimine ve Antik Yu-
nan’da hizlanan kiiltiirel etkilesime ayak uydurdu. Buna da ekonomik aktivitenin artmasi ve go¢-
menlerin Yunan sehirlerine gelmesi ve Yunanllarin komsu medeniyetlerin sehirlerinde dolagmalar1
sebep oldu. Ayn1 zamanda biiyiik dini ¢esitliligi kesfettiler ve inanglarinda, ritiiellerinde ve kutsal-
liklarinda kendileri gibi olmayanlarla tanistilar. Bu nedenle din kavramlarini kesfetmek icin elesti-
rel bir dinler okumasi olusmaya basladi.

Dinin felsefi bir yaklasimla elestirisinin bu asamasi, modern ve ¢agdas felsefelerde dinin felsefe ile
catigsmasini tasvir eden ortak bir 6nermeyi ortaya koymus oldu. Arastirmamiz dinin felsefenin orta-
ya cikisiyla iligkisini ve ilk din filozoflarimin goriislerini inceleyerek, tarihsel olarak dini ve felsefi
soylem arasinda var olan sorunsalin derinliklerini kesfetmedeki 6nemini ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Felsefe, Din, Antik Yunan, Efsane

Abstract:

In some wayss, philosophy arose from religion itself: because it opened for philosophy the door to

intellectual conflict created by the clash of various mythological religious theoriess, and religious

service in Greece was not based on an "organized body" of priests. The mythology of religious nar-
ratives and sacred beliefs provoked the Greek imagination and alerted its imaginative mind aginst
the beliefs of merchants and immigrants. It is clear from the history books that ancient Greek
mind/intellect, as seen in Homer and Hesiod, was closely connected with religion. Later on, one co-
uld say that, Greek thought liberated itself from the bondage of religious myths/mythical religion,
and a set of beliefs emerged in which mind/intellect had a space for investigation. In the history of
modern and contemporary philosophies, religion and philosophy are considered and presented as
two opposite and conflicting structures. The importance of our research lies in the fact that it explo-
res, from a historical perspective, the role religion played in the emergence of philosophy, elabora-
tes on the approaches taken by early philosophers towards religion, and investigates the bone of
contention between religious and philosophical theses. Our reasearch will try to provide answers
for the following questions: Did philosophy emerge in opposition to religions? Did early philosop-
hers set out from an epistemological model to undermine religions? Or to defend their own religi-

ons?

History and human nature show that, due to the psychological and instinctive needs of mankind,
belief in God existed, in every and each stage of human history, in a variety of forms. Human being
has met this need in different ways, including worshiping his own whim and exalting it as a deity.

At the beginning of all civilized cultures, a strong religious belief existed that blured the reality and
hid the essence of things from society. Later, people started to doubt their gods and experience a
kind of information tragedy. In order to avoid the misfortune of the fate, they resorted to seek refu-
ge in temporary pleasures. As a matter of fact, societies born as Stoics and die as Epicureans. Reli-
gion accompny them in Cradle and philosopy in grave. These are the characteristics of pagan religi-
ons and of those distorted ones that lost their divine credibility, and those that expliot their adhe-
rents by forcing them to serve the religion. Whereas, in fact, religion serves its adherents, strives for
their well-being and happiness in both this world and the world to come.
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History proves that initial mythological and pagan thoughts of ancient Greek mind/intellect were
closely woven with religion to the extent that religious myths completely dominated all aspects of
life, be they social, psychological or political.

Philosphy seems to have emerged, in some aspects, from the religion itself. No organize clergy was
assaigned the task of conducting religious services. This demonstrates that religion did not emerge
under the guise of fixed and obligatory beliefs. Furthermore, religion was full of myths and legends
that stimulated the imagination, developed the mind/intellect, and invited contemplation. Some re-
searchers even believe that philosophy is a divine revelation sunk into oblivion. Meanwhile, philo-
sophy is complex, volatile, diverse and often contradictory, infantile, reprehensible, and illogical.

Traces of some certain ancient divine revelations were scattered among the cultures of many nati-
onsy; including the native Greeks and incoming immigrant. They were tainted, nevertheless, with

myths and fanciful interpretations, dominated by superstitious sanctification and shaped by many
contradictions and whims. They began to falter when Greece opened up to other nations, signs of
comparing religions began to appear and attention was paid to similarities and differences. As the
end, a mental intellectual movement came to being to look at popular beliefs with the intention of

either explaining or refutin.

The philosopher Xenophanes, for example, wandered through the Greek cities, sang religious and
phiolosophical poems in a religio-philosophical reform style, criticizing the paganism of the Greeks,
mocking their religious myths formulated in the poetry of Homer and Hesiod, pertaining gods port-
raid to be similar to humans behavioral codes and way of life. "In so far as philosophy proposes ge-
neral codes of conduct or offers theories about the world, it must have a religious perspective. Reli-
gion needs the rationality of philosophy while philosophy cannot ignore the problems of religion.”

The philosophical thories, here, kept pace with the development of the religious convictions affec-
ted from the process of civilizational openness, accelerated cultural interactions taking place at that
time due to increasing economic activities, the turnout of immigrants to the Greek cities and the ro-
aming of the Greeks themselves in the cities of neighboring civilizations. They discovered a great
religious diversity and confranted people of different beliefs, rituals, and sanctities. Therefore, a cri-
tical reading of religions came to existence leading to thorough investigations of religous convicti-
ons.

Keywords: Philosophy, Religion, Greece, Intellectual conflict, Legend
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