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Abstract

Maggie Gee’s The Ice People (1998) and Phyllis Dorothy James’s The Children of Men (1992) are two
dystopian novels introducing societies afflicted with infertility because of scientific advancements that
have spun out of control. In the novels, science gives way to countless innovations that provide help
and comfort in daily life. However, it falls short of determining the exact reason and finding any
solution for the problem of infertility. The root cause for this calamity is suggested to be the
anthropogenic activities deteriorating nonhuman environments and causing reproductive health
problems. Set in Britain in 2050, Gee’s The Ice People portrays a world at the onset of a new ice age.
Picturing a world after the global warming during which fertility rates decline dramatically, the novel
presents a new type of human, techfixes, the children born through artificial conception, owing to the
developments in science and technology. P. D. James describes a world where people abruptly become
infertile in 1995, which she calls Year Omega in the novel. Mass infertility which threatens the existence
of the humankind results in violence and cruelty against the remaining aging population inflicted by
the tyrannical regime that never faces resistance from people. In line with this, the aim of this study is
to analyze The Ice People and The Children of Men as works of dystopian fiction describing the
ramifications of the misuse of science and technology, and the anthropogenic imprint on the nonhuman
environment, which comes out as reproductive inability in human beings.
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URE(YEME)ME KABUSU DISTOPYALARI: THE ICE PEOPLE VE THE CHILDREN OF MEN

Oz

Maggie Gee'nin The Ice People (1998) ve Phyllis Dorothy James'in The Children of Men (1992) adl
romanlar1 kontrolden ¢ikan bilimsel gelismeler sebebiyle kisirlik sorunuyla kars: karsiya kalan
toplumlar: anlatan distopik romanlardir. Bu eserlerde bilim, giinliik hayatta yardim ve konfor saglayan
say1siz yeniligin yolunu agar; ancak kisirlik sorununun kesin sebebini belirleyemedigi gibi ona ¢oziim
de sunamaz. Bu sorunun temelinde yatan sebep, dogal ¢evreyi kirleten ve {ireme saglig1 sorunlarina yol
acan beseri aktivitelerdir. Gee'nin 2050 Ingiltere’sini konu alan The Ice People adli eseri ise yeni bir buzul
¢agimin baslangicini tasvir eder. Kiiresel 1sinmayla birlikte dogurganlik oraninin dramatik bir bicimde
distiigli bir diinyay1 resmeden roman, bilim ve teknolojideki ilerleme sayesinde yapay dollenme
yoluyla dogan, romanda “techfix” olarak adlandirilan ¢ocuklardan bahseder. P.D. James, Omega Yil
olarak adlandirdigr 1995 yilinda insanlarin aniden iireme yeteneklerinin ortadan kalkti$1 bir diinyay1
betimler. Insan varligimi tehdit eden kitlesel kisirhik kisirlik sonucunda, geride kalan yash niifus,

kimsenin kars1 ¢tkmadigi baskici rejimin siddet ve acimasizligina maruz kalir. Bu calisma, The Ice People
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ve The Children of Men romanlarinin insanlarda tireme sorunu olarak ortaya cikan bilim ve teknolojinin
kotiiye kullanilmasi konusunu ve dogadaki insan kaynakli sonuglarmi vurgulamalar1 agisindan
incelemeyi amacglamaktadir.

Anahtar sozciikler: Maggie Gee, P. D. James, kisirlik, distopya, doga

INTRODUCTION

uman reproduction and sexuality have long been among the main focuses of

dystopian novels. To illustrate, Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World (1932) presents

a futuristic world where men and women avoid reproducing naturally, and
women do not become pregnant. Instead, genetically engineered, and mass-produced embryos are
grown to be the members of different castes destined to perform various duties, such as menial
labor. By doing so, the state intends to remove strong emotions, desires, and human relationships
from the society. Furthermore, people distance themselves from the traditional concepts of
maternity and family. Huxley’s novel has inspired several other works including George Orwell’s
1984 (1949). In 1984, London in the nation of Oceania, is under the totalitarian control of the Party,
which banishes free thought, sex, and the expression of individuality. In this society, people are
always under constant government surveillance even at home, and they are not allowed to fall in
love or have sex. These famous examples effectively display the reproductive, political and social
issues in the dystopian states.

There are dystopian novels in which reproduction is more in the foreground. Either a
problem of overpopulation or a concern about an abrupt decrease in the population is present in
such novels. To illustrate, John Brunner describes an overcrowded world in the year 2010 in his
almost prophetic book entitled Stand on Zanzibar (1968). Brunner’s work foreshadows what might
happen to the surplus population and the natural environment which has been destroyed with the
aim of providing resources to maintain life once the world is overpopulated. Moreover, the
anthropogenic impact of pollution and chemical spills in Margaret Attwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale
(1985) leads to the decline of fertility rates resulting in the oppression of fertile women. Atwood’s
Oryx and Crake (2003) introduces a mad scientist who thinks that the core cause of human suffering
is overpopulation. Thus, he works to create pills that render people infertile, and he spreads a
plague through these pills killing a great proportion of the human population. Crake is one of
those “[...] brave (or psychotic) individuals [...] depicted as taking matters into their own hands
for a variety of reasons” in dystopian novels (Grech et al., 2015, p. 27). In the novels concerned
with overpopulation; totalitarian governments, individuals, or corporations attempt to reduce the
population by removing the surplus population or interfering with reproduction. Moreover, in the
novels depicting a world in which human population declines dramatically driving humanity to
near extinction, and humans try to find ways to prevent the demise of their species using techno-
science or authoritarian power and control. In a similar vein, Gee’s The Ice People and James's The
Children of Men are dystopian novels introducing societies that suffer seriously from declining
fertility rates, the reason of which are not given clearly in either novel, but are hinted to be human-

induced. The horror concerning the risk of the extinction of human species through infertility as
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well as individual, collective, and state behaviors in a time of anthropogenic chaos is the focus of

this study.

MAGGIE GEFE’S THE ICE PEOPLE AND P. D. JAMES’S THE CHILDREN OF MEN AS
NARRATIVES REFLECTING THE ANTHROPOGENIC IMPACT AND ITS CONSEQUENCE;
INFERTILITY?!

The Ice People

The new ice age takes over the world after the global warming in Maggie Gee’s The Ice People
that serves as a cautionary tale about the not-so-distant future of the world and humanity. The
global ecological crisis is coupled with another dreadful catastrophe accelerating the extinction of
homo sapiens. Fertility rates decrease so dramatically that reproduction is almost impossible
without the help of reproductive technologies. Moreover, the dramatic decrease in male fertility as
well as global ecological catastrophe alienates men and women adding up to the growing
population problem. Reckless exploitation of the ecosystems and slaughtering fellow species are
other factors that contributes to humans’ inability to make babies in the novel (2016, 99). The Ice
People highlights the impending problems humans and the nonhuman will face in near future. It
perfectly reflects the worsened conditions in the continuation of the Age of Man during which
humans act as the dominant geological force steering themselves and Earth towards their demise.

The Ice People introduces the imagined condition of the anthropocentric society in Britain and
around the new world which is transformed with the sudden climate change during a time of an
ecological crisis. It not only reflects the state of Earth or Britain as a microcosm of the planet,
before, during and after a global environmental catastrophe, but it also realistically meditates on
how social conditions would change under these circumstances. To illustrate, the issue of climate
refugees migrating from their native countries to the countries less affected by climate change in
search of a haven will grow more and more problematic as a side effect of the global warming or a
subsequent ice age, as similarly described in Gee’s work:

.. environmental degradation can generate migration flows. Global warming could, in
particular, lead to major forced displacements. This will result principally from rising sea
levels, but will only progressively manifest itself over the coming centuries, with the
exception of the flooding of certain islands. The increase in droughts and meteorological
disasters predicted by climatic models will also have impacts in terms of migrations, but
these will remain regional and short-term, and are at present difficult to estimate. (Piguet,
2008, p. 8)

Furthermore, the horrific consequences of a human-induced global ecological crisis with
regards to nonhuman animals are mirrored in the novel. Likewise, the social relations of the
individual characters reflect the situation of the wider society. It can be deduced from the novel
that science and technology, when not used for the good of the whole (for the good of the humans
as well as the nonhuman), will eventually spiral out of control and destroy everything. As Diizgiin

similarly notes, “in The Ice People and The Flood, the author claims that science and technology aim

! References to The Ice People will be given with chapter numbers and references to The Children of Men will be given with
page numbers.
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to provide health, comfort and wealth; but uncontrolled use of scientific and technological tools
has destructive effects both on nature and people of all milieux” (2018, p. 61). The exploitation of
the material world through science and technology results in deadly viruses, drought, global
warming, a subsequent ice age, the rise of sea levels, biodiversity loss and pollution, all of which
are reflective of “the magnitude of the effects that humans have had on the planet” (Kuznetski and
Alaimo, 2015, p. 138). Similarly, as Victoria Bilge Yilmaz and Raushan Kamalova note, “nature” is
“grounded in the total integration of nature and human beings” (2019, p. 218). Accordingly,
human agency is not separate from nature and humans are not supreme beings that act upon the
nonhuman. The nonhuman is indeed not “the inert, external matter of the world” as it was
formerly thought to be (2015, p. 138). When the transcorporeal human body becomes infertile, as
the two novels central to this study picture, the ultimate interconnection of the human body with
the nonhuman is manifest. In other words, the negative anthropogenic changes on Earth find their
reflection in the human body.

The initial effect of the anthropogenic impact on Earth in the novel is global warming. The
early childhood and adolescence of the protagonist, Saul, who was born in 2005 during the period
known as “the Tropical Time” coincides with the beginning of the global warming. Saul, his
family, and their country experience the climate crisis in many ways. To illustrate, even “[...]
watering [their] garden from the tap was a crime” because of the water shortage (Chapter 2).
Moreover, with rising sea levels due to the heat and thawing of the glaciers, some parts of the
white Dover cliffs collapse into the sea. Climate refugees migrate from the countries that suffer
from the global warming to take refuge in Britain. Likewise, as another side effect of the global
warming, a number of unknown diseases emerge. In Saul’s early twenties, a plague, a kind of new
Ebola causing “haemorrhagic sleeping sickness,” kills people in their cars by causing excessive
bleeding (Chapter 2). The civil order collapses, the streets are no longer safe, and the police force
has been weakened and ineffective, according to Samuel, Saul’s father. However, teenagers do not
concern themselves with what is going on in their country: “We ate in the sun; we danced in the
sun. [...] When the evening came, we mobbed the streets” (Chapter 2). In his youth, Saul is also
nonchalant about the global warming, the viruses that run wild, and the deteriorating situation of
the government and the collapse of the civil order: “When civil order broke down, over the next
few years, I stayed optimistic. Who needed governments? If you were young, you were self-reliant.
The plagues passed me by, though I lost several friends. [...] I didn’t let the newscasts upset me”
(Chapter 2). Saul carries on with his account by describing the changing fashions and social
relationships of the time alongside the climate change. Androgyny is fashionable among both men
and women. Therefore, they shave their heads and bodies because “[...] hair was suspect, for it
signaled gender” (Chapter 2). Although men and women all look similar, they avoid each other:
“Almost everything we did was segged. Girls with girls, boys with boys, great droves of animals
bypassing each other, eyes darting across, wild in neon, jostling, signaling, twisting through the
night, two big streams that couldn’t make a river” (Chapter 2). They name this phenomenon

“segging” deriving from the word “segregation.” The members of each sex prefer to be with the
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members of the same sex, and homosexuality becomes prevalent. However, “segging” is not the
only reason behind the declining population.

As the story unfolds, it is gathered that after the global warming reaches its pinnacle, it is
followed by a new ice age. Saul and other fellow humans are confronting what Slavoj Zizek calls
the “apocalyptic zero-point” of the global capitalist system (2010, p. x). Quite a few of the ““four
riders of the apocalypse,” dubbed as “the ecological crises, the consequences of biogenetic
revolution, imbalances within the system itself (problems with intellectual property; forthcoming
struggles over raw materials, food, and water), and the explosive growth of social divisions and
exclusions” are manifest in the novel (Zizek, 2010, p. x). Human-induced climate change that is the
distinguishing characteristic of the Anthropocene has profound effects on every aspect of human
life in the novel (Crutzen, 2002, p. 23). The Anthropocene is the unofficial name of the current
geological epoch first proposed by Paul Crutzen in 2001 and popularized by Eugene F. Stoermer
(Forke and Wizemann, 2012, p. 70). This epoch is suggested to have started during the time when
James Watt’s designed the steam engine which later resulted in increasing fossil fuel combustion
and pollution (Crutzen, 2006, p. 13). According to the Antropocene theory, humans became the
“new telluric force which in power and universality may be compared to the greater forces of
earth,” that has profound impact on the surface of Earth (as cited in Crutzen, 2002). As there is an
intra-action between human and nonhuman bodies and human body is “transcorporeal”, humans
are equally affected by the change they caused in their surroundings (Alaimo, 2010, p. 22). In the
novel, humans experience the effect of this impact as climate change. In addition to causing an
irreconcilable gap between men and women, the ecological crisis is suggested to be the main
reason for the dramatic decline in fertility rates. Regarding the relation between climate change
and fertility, according to the new research carried out in 2018, it is concluded that “[h]eatwaves
reduce male fertility and sperm competitiveness [in bees], and successive heatwaves almost
sterilize males” (Sales et al., 2018, p. 1). The results of the experiment on bees prove that the global
warming plays a significant role in biodiversity loss that would influence the lives of the humans
in the same way as the nonhuman since “insects play a crucial role in pollinating our crops and
stabilizing many of the food webs and ecosystems that we rely on” (Ferreira, 2018, para. 1). In
similar fashion, based on the research executed by UCLA Institute of the Environment and
Sustainability, it is found out that high temperature affects human reproduction adversely
reducing the possibility of conception and the situation is expected to worsen in parallel to the
severe global warming (Barreca et al., 2018, p. 1269). In line with these studies, it can be gathered
from the novel that the anthropogenic global warming is one of the multiple impetuses behind the
reproductive problem humanity faces. In other words;

Although the novel does not draw a specific connection between global warming and
infertility, it is implicitly suggested that the collapse of the planetary ecosystems, the
depletion of natural food resources and water shortages have inevitably led to decrease
in the fertility levels. As the ecological balance deteriorates, reproductive health
deteriorates, too [...].” (Sepetoglu, 2014, p. 36)

In the novel it can be observed that human body is intermeshed with the more-than-human

world, and it is changed by global warming as well as the ensuing drought and famine which
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render it sterile. Therefore, the novel presents a picture of countless men who cannot have children
no matter how much they want to because their sperm is semi-fertile and women do not want to
conceive children by them: “Yet none of these men could reproduce, because they had no women
to carry their babies. And probably [their] sperm was useless” (Chapter 11). Those with fertile
sperms can have children if they persuade a woman to engage in sexual intercourse. Saul is one of
those men. He meets Sarah, who, like Saul, has traditional ideas about getting married and settling
down as opposed to a great proportion of the society that incline towards open relationships. The
couple even tries to have children. However, Sarah cannot conceive a child because Saul’s sperm is
semi-fertile as he learns after getting tested. Therefore, they must resort to reproductive
technologies to have a “techfix” baby that is conceived through medical intervention on sperm and
ova in a laboratory environment. It can be discussed that Gee’s projection about the human
reproduction in the Anthropocene is factual since the scientists express how the Anthropocene has
a profound impact on human health, and humans are becoming more dependent on the assisted
reproductive technologies to have children and to continue their lineage (Gluckman, 2020, pp. 304-
310).

Saul and his techfix son, Luke, embark on an odyssey to Africa. Luke becomes “a sign of
hope” for both humanity, and for Saul in terms of “genetic survivalism” since “Saul seeks to save
Luke in order to preserve his lineage” (Johns-Putra, 2018, p. 93). To save Luke from the
cannibalistic people, Saul leaves Briony, a member of the Wicca, a women’s commune, and Sarah’s
friend behind. At this point, he realizes that he is not different from or superior to the nonhuman,
but he is a living being struggling to preserve his genetic traits and pass them onto future
generations: “But now, when I am so much older and colder, I see I wasn’t a hero, or a villain, or
any of the things they say in stories — but merely one tiny unit of biology, stopping at nothing to
save his genes” (Chapter 18). Luke is not just a vessel that carries the genetic traits of Saul; he is
also “the figure of the child” who is “a particularly emotive shorthand conceal[ing] a collective
angst about bio spheric destruction,” and “this anxiety is exacerbated by the ethical dilemmas that
underlie our obligations not just to future humans but to nonhuman species” (Johns-Putra, 2017,
p.1). Ironically, while the nonhumans that are a part of nature are on the brink of extinction
because of the human-induced destruction of the biosphere, with the exception of some animals
such as cats and wolves, the Doves, as part of technology can replicate and evolve doing what
humans currently cannot. Even more surprisingly, they are capable of reproduction without
external intervention.

The main reason behind infertility and the subsequent decrease in human population is not
openly indicated in The Ice People. However, one can assume that it is not nuclear/bioterrorism or
“an accidental and involuntary iatrogenic event” (Grech et al., 2012, p. 26), but rather the
anthropogenic climate change itself. In this respect, the novel draws a correlation between the
global catastrophe and infertility. It is made apparent that human body and the nonhuman are
entangled. Therefore, infertility seems to be the ultimate penance to atone for destroying the
ecological balance. Anthropocentrism and androcentric attitudes coupled with the utilization of

science and technology with disregard to ethical responsibility have the potential to destroy
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humanity along with the nonhuman. The author renders human exceptionalism as a
misconception through the main character, Saul, who represents the whole humanity. The novel
bears the warning that the anthropocentric mind-set and the disregard for the nonhuman will

ultimately drive the humankind to the brink of extinction.

The Children of Men

Depicting another post-apocalyptic world, P. D. James’s The Children of Men starts as a
journal narrated through the protagonist’s perspective. The owner of the journal is Theodore, or
Theo, an Oxford don and the cousin of Xan Lyppiatt, the dictator and the “the Warden of
England.” Since 1995, the year that comes to be known as the Year Omega, people start living a
horrible nightmare. They experience mass infertility arising from an unknown reason. Theo
describes the effects of this adversity on the human body in his journal. The first-person narration
and the parts of the book written in the form of a journal make the events more associable and the
characters more relatable.

Humans face an abrupt onset of mass infertility. They feel angry and humiliated because
they cannot find the reason. As the story unfolds, it is hinted that the cause of this almost Biblical
catastrophe is the dramatic increase in human population and human-induced activity leading to
pollution. While the population ages and declines rapidly, it generates various other problems.
Xan Lyppiatt, the self-appointed Warden of England, and his council take drastic measures to keep
the remaining population under control. Their actions are met with complacency because of lack of
hope for future generations. On the other hand, Theo, the cousin to the Warden, helps a group of
dissidents with the intention of revolting against Xan’s dictatorship to save the only baby to be
born in decades. The baby is the humanity’s last hope to survive. James introduces a world where
over-population together with science and technology which are used solely for humans’ comfort
drive the species to the brink of extinction. The novel implicitly gives the message that it will not
be only the more-than-human world suffering from the consequences of humans’ lethargy, but the
humankind will the one to be harmed the most.

The totalitarian control of Xan that takes root in the afflicted societies abuses the remaining
population, putting the poor and able-bodied to the service of the rich and the privileged. In other
words;

The Children of Men clearly represents some of the dominant anxieties of the early 1990s: the
burden of an increasingly ageing population (a ritual known as the “quietus” forces the old and
infirm to commit suicide in group drownings); a concern that the use of modern chemicals in
everyday life might be causing fertility problems; anxiety about the treatment of immigrants; the
evolution, on the one hand, of a Thatcherite wealthy and powerful elite and, on the other, of a
disenfranchised population easily manipulated by that elite. (Horner, 2014, p. 40)

As the population ages and the number of able-bodied individuals decreases, the State uses
Sojourners, the Omegas imported to Britain from poor countries, to serve the members of the
government or other privileged people. They are used for menial labor “to do [their] dirty work,

clean the sewers, clear away the rubbish, look after the incontinent, the aged” (James, 1994, p. 84).
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They constitute the most exploited part of the population as they receive no protection from the
government and have no rights. They are pressed into service until they reach the age of sixty,
when they are deported.

Xan is the person who benefits from people’s fatalistic and broken state of mind. Getting the
support of the council, he creates the illusion of democracy while, in fact, he is a tyrant with
draconian ideas about keeping his power until the very end. Xan and the Council are powerful
because there is no one to resist them as people are broken by the idea of having no progeny, no
future generations to which they can leave their legacy, and they do not have the will to resist the
dictatorship. It does not matter for them how or by whom they are governed if they live their
remaining days free from fear, want, or boredom (p. 129). They no longer want to have sex or fall
in love because there is no possibility of having an offspring. To put in another way, they have a
“hollow-sexual life” (Kaur, 2016, p. 197). By the order of the Warden, state-funded pornography
shops are opened to stimulate people and encourage them to have sexual intercourse in order not
to miss any chance for the conception of children. Suicide rates increase in 2008 when the Omegas
are tested to find fertile sperm because people completely lose hope for having any future
generations. Xan and the Council take drastic measures to keep their established system working
through the control of the remaining population.

In accordance with the rules, family members of a young person who commits suicide are
forced to pay fines. Moreover, the closest relatives of the incapacitated and dependent old citizens
are paid a large pension in order to encourage the old population that are regarded a burden for
the remaining able-bodied members of society to commit suicide. The Council and the Warden
continue to misuse their power and influence with the Quietus which is a kind of mass suicide
ritual for the old whose family members get a handsome pension from the State after their elderly
commits suicide. To his horror, Theo learns that not all the people attending the Quietus are
present voluntarily contrary to popular opinion. Additionally, there is another rule that forbids the
Omegas from emigrating because they are the potential workforce for the elite. The penal colony
on the Isle of Man, “to which all those convicted of crimes of violence, burglary or repeated theft
are now banished,” is another dreadful idea of the Council (14). Xan assures citizens that they are
going to live the rest of their life crime-free while setting up the penal colony. However, it does not
turn out to be so favorable for the inmates on the Isle. They are severely punished for the crimes
they are accused for, and execution is the only punishment when inmates try to escape.

The magnitude of the disaster described in the novel is so great that even the sperm stored
for the future use in artificial insemination loses the ability to fertilize ova. James does not give an
explicit explanation concerning the reason for the universal infertility. However, it can be gathered
from Theo’s remarks that high human population polluted the planet accelerating the
Anthropocene, which in turn changed human corporeality causing the mass infertility. The
writer’s association of human population with pollution, therefore with the acceleration of the
Anthropocene, is quite accurate. As Paul ]. Crutzen expresses, there is a strong link between
population growth and the exhaustion of Earth’s resources. In his words, “[d]uring the past three

centuries, the human population has increased ten-fold, to more than six billion, and is expected to
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reach 10 billion in this century. As a result, 30-50% of the planet’s land surface is now exploited by
humans” (2009, para. 1). Humans, as the new telluric force causing massive changes on Earth’s
surface such as soil erosion, acid precipitation and global warming, pollute the planet heavily with
plastics and toxic matter. The use of plastics increased especially after the Industrial Revolution
since plastics are heavily utilized in manufacturing. When humans are done with the objects made
of plastic, they dump their plastic waste including “pharmaceuticals, personal care products, food
additives, natural and synthetic hormone, and plastic debris in micro and nano range, among the
others [...]to the environment,” and the plastics that accumulate in food and water enter human
bodies through consumption and decrease sperm quality (D’Angelo and Meccariello, 2021, p. 1).
Furthermore, they lead to the feminization of male fetuses (Liboiron, 2013, p. 141). Humans have
been ignoring the fact that human body is permeable, and it is in continuous intra-action with
other matter. However, the intra-action between human body and the nonhuman such as plastics
and technological devices proves the fact that agency does not solely belong to humans and,
therefore, it requires “the repositioning of the human among the nonhuman actants” (Sanzo, 2018)
and the need for seeking a new, flat ontology equalizing all matter. Moreover, it establishes
evidence for the fact that human body is transcorporeal, and humans are “always intermeshed
with the more-than-human world” that makes the matter of human body entangled with the

nonhuman environments (Alaimo, 2008, p. 238).

CONCLUSION

It is suggested in both novels that infertility is sperm-based for the most part. It shows
parallelism with the condition in today’s world. The number of sperms declined fifty percent in
the past fifty years, and it is expected that, by 2045, half of the male population will have no fertile
sperm (Lujan et al., 2019, p.1). According to another study published in 2010, “an estimated 48.5
million couples are experiencing infertility worldwide, and data from 2015 suggests that at least 30
million people who produce sperm experience infertility” (Malinda, 2021, para. 2). The posthuman
condition, being immersed in and intertwined with technology in day-to-day life, is one of the
many reasons that cause sperm infertility. For instance, according to a study shared the Virtual
SLEEP 2020 meeting, digital devices such as mobile phones and laptops used at night affect sperm
quality (“Late-night use of gadgets,” para. 2). The novels emphasize “the embeddedness of the
human being in not just its biological but also its technological world” serving the purpose of
posthumanism in “decentering of the human by its imbrication in technical, medical, informatics,
and economic networks is increasingly impossible to ignore,” as Cary Wolfe states (2010, p. xv).
The concept of human as a rational supreme being is refuted and the necessity to understand the
power of matter over human corporeality and interdependence between humans and the
nonhuman are underlined in this perspective. Therefore, in contrast to the Renaissance concept of
humanism, it could be argued that “humans have always been posthuman,” interacting and intra-
acting with their environment (Ferrando, 2016, pp. 243-256).

The posthuman condition is manifest in both novels as humans become more dependent on

the technology that leads to their extinction. In The Ice People, humans need reproductive
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technologies to have techfix babies in order to reproduce. In The Children of Men, they try to find
fertile sperms or ova through semen testing, and gynecological examinations which they enforce
on bodily perfect Omegas. A similar situation is observable in today’s world. The Covid-19
pandemic, which stems from the human-induced ecological imbalance and has the potential to
threaten the existence of humanity, has increased the dependence on technology. Adults rely on
digital technology to work and children to access education from their homes. In addition, the
pandemic forces humanity to find a solution to end it through science. Utilization of robot
technology and Al plays an important role by minimizing human interaction and the possibility of
getting infected in enclosed environments. Supporting this, Rosi Braidotti presents her idea about
the Covid-19 pandemic and how it reinforced the posthuman condition:

The COVID-19 pandemic is a man-made disaster, caused by undue interference in the

ecological balance and the lives of multiple species. Paradoxically, the contagion has

resulted in increased use of technology and digital mediation, as well as enhanced hopes

for vaccines and biomedical solutions. It has thereby intensified humans’ reliance on the

very high-tech economy of cognitive capitalism that caused the problems in the first

place. This combination of ambivalent elements in relation to the Fourth Industrial

revolution and the Sixth Extinction is the trademark of the posthuman condition. (2020, p.

465)

In the novels, science and technology fail the humanity because they cannot find out the
cause of the mass infertility and “[they] did not detect Julian’s or the priest’s fertility mainly
because it was the role of the technology to rule out the possibility of ‘imperfect’ bodies be used as
fertile vessels” (Marques, 2013, p. 46). In P.D. James” words:

Western science has been our god. [...] We have had twenty-five years and we no longer
even expect to succeed. Like a lecherous stud suddenly stricken with impotence, we are
humiliated at the very heart of our faith in ourselves. For all our knowledge, our
intelligence, our power, we can no longer do what the animals do without thought. No

wonder we both worship and resent them. (p. 7)

Cherishing science and technology and celebrating the domination of nature is a recent
mindset. It is argued that “the most popular and enduring [trend] is firmly within the Western
liberal current: the historically very recent idea that the increase of human power over the rest of
nature through the growth of knowledge and industry is possible and desirable [...]” (MacLeod,
2013, p. 230). Works of science fiction such as The Children of Men and The Ice People serve as a
warning, and they reveal the consequences of the Western liberal current concerning the fact that
anthropocentric attempts to dominate nature and to excel in science and technology without
heeding the tell-tale signs of the ecological collapse stemming from the climate change are doomed
and the humankind will face an existential risk. Bearing in mind that the exploitation of the
nonhuman world prompts an ecological crisis that will have disastrous consequences concerning
human societies as much as the nonhuman, humans should have “a strong understanding of
ethical responsibility to our fragile planet, [and] environmental literature confronts these
challenges and promises to raise a local and global awareness” (Kaya, 2021, p. 31). In this sense, the

novels “serve as modern parables that warn against excessive hubristic overreach in our chase for
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posthuman changes that may seem to be improvements but actually hamper or hinder humanity,
in this case, through infertility” (Grech et al., 2015, p. 48).

In short, The Ice People and The Children of Men, as two works of science fiction, question the
present condition of Earth and humanity. They criticize the indifferent attitudes maintained by
humans in terms of the adversities they may face in the future. They are cautionary parables about
the impending end of humanity together with the environment and nonhumans when science and
technology solely serve the comfort and the pleasure of the human species instead of providing
ways to live in symbiosis with the nonhuman. The present problems confronted by human
societies and their fellow beings are projected into the future in an exaggerated way to exhibit the
great dangers ahead stemming from human decisions, indifference, and self-indulgence. The
ultimate outcome of this indifference and self-interest is infertility which will drive human species
to the brink of extinction. Therefore, these novels call forth a rethinking of human and nonhuman

relationships in an ethical way while utilizing science and technology.
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