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Review of Stepped Spillway Designs in the Literature 

Abstract 

Water is an excellent source of energy that we can use over again, thanks to dams. Excess water 
accumulated in the dam reservoir is transferred from upstream to downstream via spillways. 
The potential energy of flow at the upstream of the dam transforms into kinetic energy on the 
chute channel, causing cavitation and destruction. For this reason, stepped spillways are 
structural elements used to prevent damage and reduce the size of the downstream pool. For 
this reason, researchers have created different designs for the development of stepped spillways. 
In this study, it is aimed to review some studies about stepped spillways for the researchers who 
will work on this subject. 
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