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Abstract

In the multinational Ottoman Empire, different ethnic communities gave education according to
their own language, tradition and religious beliefs in the educational institutions they established.
In this context, Muslim Turks, who were the founding elements of the Ottoman Empire, also
established their own educational institutions. Traditionally, Muslim Turks were educated in
madrasahs and sibyan schools (primary schools). These educational institutions were based on rote
learning and partially dependent on Shaykh al-Islam in terms of their educational understanding and
system. In the 19%" century, innovations were made to save the disintegrating state. Innovations
were also made in the field of education, and Ottoman junior high schools were opened in 1838,
apart from traditional education institutions. The newly opened high school were tried to be kept
out of the traditional education system and understanding. For this reason, the different course
curriculum and application applied in high school is called the New Method. Dartlmuallimin
(Teacher's School) was opened in 1848 in order to train teachers equipped to implement the New
Method. However, the known inadequacy of primary schools was seen once again in the inadequacy
of students who came to secondary schools. Innovations at the Sibyan level have become
irrecusable. For this reason, usul-i cedit was tried to be spread in the ibtidai schools opened at the
primary education level. Then, Darulmuallimin-i Sibyan (The School of Primary Teachers’ Training)
was opened in 1868 to train teachers for primary schools. Primary schools and Darilmuallimin-i
Sibyans opened in Istanbul were tried to be popularized in the provinces. In this context, a secondary
school and a primary school were opened in Adana in 1880 and Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan School in
1892. While teachers were trained in a new way in Adana Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan school, existing
teachers and village imams were trained in a way that can be called in-service training. However,
Adana Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan was not very popular and did not have many students. This study is
primarily a historical one, and the establishment of Dartlmuallimin-i Sibyan in Adana and why it did
not have many students and the problems that arose were examined based on archival documents.
The establishment and development of Adana Dartlmuallimin-i Sibyan School between the years
1892-1908 has been tried to be explained in a cause-effect relationship with a historical perspective.
In the study, Ottoman archive documents, educational yearbooks and Adana province yearbooks
were used. In addition, copyrighted works were also used.

Keywords: the new method, teacher, Adana Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan (Primary Teachers’ Training
School), Adana Primary Teachers’ Training School
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Introduction

The Ottoman Empire started to realize the negative situation in which it was after
1699 due to military defeats and started to seek ways to save the state. It questioned the
defeats it received against Europe and felt the need to make innovations in the European style.
As Europe has now become superior to the Ottomans by the new information and technology
they have. For this reason, the concept of ali was used in the sense of a tool, to express the
new knowledge and technique of Europe, which they first started to receive in the military
field during the Tulip Period. In contrast, the old knowledge taught in the madrasah, the old
traditional educational institution of the Ottoman Empire, interpreted by comparison and
consensus from the Book and Sunnah, was called ilim (science), while the one who had this
knowledge was called dlim (scientist) (Berkes, 2008: 179).

During the 18th century, the first innovations in the Ottoman Empire generally started
in the military field, but they were not sufficient. Similarly, the innovations that were primarily
intended to be made in the military field during the reign of Selim the Third were met with the
concept of nizdm-1 cedit (new order). While the word nizdm, which comes from Arabic, means
"sequence, order, canon, arrangement, way, rule, the regulation set according to the
necessities of the time" (Develioglu, 2005: 842), cedit, which also comes from Arabic, is
defined as "new, unused, known or existing for a little while" (Develioglu, 129). Apart from the
Nizam-i Cedit Army, the establishment of the Irad-i Cedit Treasury (Turan, 2019: 37-46) or the
mention of the New Method in medicine in the opening reason of the medical school in later
times (Ergin 1977: 336) are examples of the renewal requests outside the military field of the
period. Thus, the nizam-1 cedit in the military field started to transform into a nizam-i cedit
understanding as a "system" (Berkes, 2008: 101). Due to this understanding, which can simply
be called the new order, innovations in the Ottoman Empire did not cease although Selim the
Third died.

In the 19th century, a general understanding of innovation in order to save the
disintegrating State continued increasingly in all areas such as policy, law, economy, culture
and civil education. Under these conditions, the renewal of the existing order became
necessary and the idea that the salvation of the state would be achieved with an educated
society emerged from the Tanzimat Era. Undoubtedly, this training would be a new training,
not an old one, in terms of content and organization. For this reason, it has been seen that the
concept of cedit was frequently used for the innovations in the field of education made after
the Tanzimat Edict. Since the innovation initiative came from the state, conceptualizations
emerged inevitably to distinguish between the new and the old. The word kadim (Akyol, 1993:
211-213) was used for the old, and the word cedit for the new. For example, while the medical
school was being opened, the expression "us(il-1 kadim" was used for the practice of medicine
in the old style, and the old-fashioned and new-fashioned medical education and medical
books (Ul Dec, 1992:29,49; Ergin, 1977: 336) were used together.

Madrasahs were insufficient because they did not renew their tradition and open their
doors to new knowledge of their era, and the Ottoman Empire began to open new civilian
schools outside of the military school to teach the sciences that were developing in Europe.
The Ottomans, who wanted to raise new generations who would save the state with new and
unknown information apart from the science given in the madrasah, named the new schools
“mektep”. In the new schools opened to achieve the development of the West in technology
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and science, usl-1 cedit, in other words new methods were tried in teaching Primary Teachers’
Training School and equipment. Although Usil-I Cedit (the New Method) gained a wider
meaning in different Islamic geographies over time, it was used to express innovations
especially at the basic education level in the Ottoman Empire (Erglin and Cifgi, 2006: 1-15).
Schools that gave education in the manner of usdl-1 cedit at the primary level were called
primary schools and Darllmuallimin-i Sibyan was opened to train teachers for these schools.
Then, the Ottoman Empire, which wanted to spread the New Method in the provincial region,
began to open Darulmuallimin-i Sibyan, especially in provincial centres, as well as primary
schools. In this context, the subject of the study is Adana Darulmuallimin-i Sibyan. So far, there
has been no study directly related to the subject in the literature about Adana Dartlmuallimin-
i Sibyan, which was opened to implement the New Method in primary schools, and the date
of its foundation has not been determined in indirect studies. Therefore, the opening of the
Adana Darulmuallimin-i Sibyan and the developments up to 1908 were considered as the main
problem. In this context, the answers to the following questions have been sought:

e When and how was Adana Darutlmuallimin-i Sibyan opened?

e Who are the teachers of Adana Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan and were they able to apply
the New Method?

e In accordance with the purpose of the state, between 1892-1908, could
Darulmuallimin-i Sibyan train enough teachers using the New Method?

e What kind of problems were experienced in Adana Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan between
1892-1908, what is the reason for the problems experienced?

e Why was the number of students in the school low?

Method

The Design of the Study

Although training teachers according to usll-i cedit, which is among the reforms made
to save the state in the Ottoman Empire, is essentially a pedagogical issue, in this study the
issue of us(l-1 cedit is not discussed in terms of pedagogy and educational science principles,
but in a historical way. The social and political reasons that resulted in the Us(l-1 Cedit were
emphasized. Then, the reason for the establishment of Darlilmuallimin-i Sibyan schools in
general and Adana Daritlmuallimin-i Sibyan school, in particular, has been mentioned. In this
study, the development of Adana Darllmuallimin-i Sibyan between 1892 and 1908 was
examined based on documents. The inadequacy of the teachers at the school, which was
emphasized to have been opened to develop the Us(l-iI Cedit, and the complaints about them
were reflected in the archive documents. In this context, it has been tried to explain, as much
as the archive documents allow, whether us@l-1 cedit was taught in Adana Dartlmuallimin-i
Sibyan school, why the number of students was low, and why there were complaints about
teachers. In order to reflect the conditions of the period exactly, the documents are used
chronologically in a cause-and-effect relationship. In this study, which examines the Adana
Darllmuallimin-i Sibyan school, which is a sub-title of Turkish education history, the
qualitative research method, which started to be used at the beginning of the current century,
was used. A qualitative research method is a research that is conducted more to understand
the measurable characteristics of events and phenomena, rather than trying to uncover them
with questions such as “how, why”. At the same time, in these studies, old information is also
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examined and an attempt is made to reach a synthesis (Kiral, 2020: 170-189; Yildirim and
Simsek, 2018: 37-41). In this study, Presidency of the Republic of Turkiye, Directorate of State
Archives, Ottoman Archive, The Ministry of Education, Sadaret, irade files have been used. In
addition, educational yearbooks and provincial yearbooks were obtained electronically from
the ISAM Library. The obtained archive documents and yearbooks were subjected to content
analysis and evaluated together with the information obtained in the literature review. The
study was conducted on archival documents, yearbooks and copyrighted works and does not
require ethics committee approval.

Data Collection Tools and Analysis of Data

In this study, which examines Adana Darilmuallimin-i Primary School, various
copyrighted works are used, but archival work was carried out first. The documents in the files
were obtained electronically. Presidency of the Republic of Turkiye, Directorate of State
Archives, Ottoman Archive, The Ministry of Education, Sadaret, irade files were obtained
electronically. Archive documents in Ottoman Turkish were classified in terms of chronology
and content after being transcribed. As a result of the classification, the cases were handled
in a cause-effect relationship and the questions of when, how and why were tried to be
answered. Again, the Ottoman education yearbooks and provincial yearbooks obtained
electronically from the ISAM Library were transcribed. As understood from the literature
research, a significant part of the archival documents about Adana Daruilmuallimin-i Sibyan
School was used for the first time in this study. The information obtained from the archive
documents related to Adana Darilmuallimin (Teacher Training School) and the yearbook
information were compared with each other. The existing information about Ottoman basic
education and teacher training obtained in the literature review was tried to be interpreted
by evaluating the archive and yearbook information together. In this context, first the process
leading to the need to train teachers in the field of basic education in the Ottoman Empire
was discussed, then the opening of the Adana Darillmuallimin-i Sibyan and the process until
1908 were examined. In addition, the Hijri and Rumi dates in the archive documents were
used by converting them to Gregorian dates according to the date translation guide of the
Turkish Historical Society (“Date Translation Guide”, 2021).

Findings

The Emergence of the Need for Renovation in Primary Schools and Opening of High Schools

The Ottoman State, whose founding element was Turkish and Muslim, allowed
different ethnic communities to provide education in the institutions they established
according to their own language, religion and culture within the nation system (Ortayli, 2002:
216-220). In this context, madrasahs and primary schools were established for the education
of the children of Turkish and Muslim people. Boys and girls were able to study together in
primary schools, which are related to the subject of this study. These schools were given
names such as primary school, dartttalim, school, darililim, teacher's house, and
neighborhood school. Classes were started by teaching the Qur'an without teaching reading
and writing in primary schools. There were no specific plans and programs in which basic
mathematics, geography, history and similar courses are given as today. Daily pocket-money,
clothes and food were given to the children. They were taken for a walk once a year, and the
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children were started at the school with a ceremony called the amen procession attended by
all the children. Although writing lessons were sometimes added in these schools, which were
usually established adjacent to mosques within the charitable foundation system by
philanthropists, they were not taught in the form of writing something new, but in the form
of calligraphy, that is, beautiful writing in an artistic sense. Here, the children were not taught
the spelling and writing of Turkish at the level that they would explain their problem (Ergin,
1977: 82-96; Celik, 2007: 125-135). Even this kind of literacy disappeared over time due to the
inability to find a teacher and economic reasons (Ergin, 192). Methods such as beating and
bastinado that are not suitable for today's understanding of education had also been used in
the education of children (Kansu, 2016:19). The concept of education, which did not have any
specific plan, program, regulation, was not pedagogical.

The introduction of Arabic and Persian courses in the charter of the school, which was
built by Abdulhamid Iin 1781, can be seen as the first innovation in primary schools. This was
the result of a need, and it was due to the need for this information by those who would
become officers of the Sublime Porte (Ergin: 87). In 1824, during the reign of Mahmut the
Second, an edict was published that drew attention to the responsibility of parents, who
caused ignorance, by taking their children from primary school and giving them to
apprenticeships to learn a profession at a young age. In the edict, it was forbidden for children
who had not reached the age of puberty to be apprenticed to a master in order to learn a
profession without going to primary school and learning their religion and piety. Parents or
guardians of children who had reached the age of puberty would be able to give their children
to a master, provided that they got permission from the Kadi. It was reported that the parents,
guardians, and shopkeepers and primary school teacher of children who were given to
apprenticeship without a permit would be held responsible and punished in this regard
(Mahmut Cevat, 2001: 3-5). The edict, which was obligatory only for Istanbul, was not
implemented even in Istanbul (Mahmut Cevat: 7; Alkan, 2011: 5; Karal, 1998: 159; Kansu: 39).
Rather than being an innovation, this was an order that remained on paper to get the support
of the ulema (Kodaman, 1991: 3).

The idea of making serious reforms in primary schools emerged only in the Tanzimat
Era. While reforms were mostly made in the military field in the previous century, in the
nineteenth century, political, military, legal, cultural etc. actions were taken to save the
Ottoman Empire, which began to disintegrate. Innovations began to be made in many areas.
The importance of a well-educated society in the salvation of the state was realized.

Therefore, the Ottoman Empire, which continued the reforms, gave the educational
work to the newly created “Meclis-i Umur-i Nafia” (The Council of Public Works) outside the
ulema. In the statement issued by the Board on February 5, 1839, the importance of education
for religion and the state and for salvation from poverty and ignorance was emphasized. It
was stated that there was no rule and order in the primary schools attended by young
children, that children's time was wasted with noise and that they could even learn to read
and write, and that this situation needed to be corrected. For this, it was requested that the
teachers at the school be inspected first and that those who were competent to educate
children should be employed instead of those with insufficient knowledge and ability. In this
statement, the distribution of the children in the primary school to the classes and the method
of giving lessons to the children collectively, not one by one, were in question. However, this
distribution was not like today. Small primary schools in the neighbourhood would be
allocated to syllable and Qur'an training. Children who read the Qur'an from beginning to end
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and read the catechism once or twice in the neighbourhood school would be able to move on
to higher-class schools called Selatin-i izam (Great Sultans School). Here, on the other hand,
they would read some books, dictionaries such as Turki insa, Tuhfe and Nuhbe and Siibha-i
Sibyan, Birgivi treatise and various moral books, and would be instructed some lessons such
as calligraphy and epigraphy. After the Selatin-i Izam, they would be able to go to higher
schools such as Rustiye (Ottoman secondary school) according to their merit and abilities
(Mahmut Cevat: 7-21; Koger, 1992: 41-42; Demirtas, 2007;). Although the problems in primary
schools and the desire to make innovations are seen in the correspondence between the Dar-
I Sura-yi1 Bab-1 Ali and the Meclis-i Ahkami'l-Adliye and the Meclis-i Umur-1 Nafia on the
statement of the Meclis-i Umur-i Nafia, a course curriculum other than the traditional
understanding was not revealed yet (Mahmut Cevat 7-21). At the end of the correspondence,
it was decided to open secondary schools that students would go after primary schools instead
of innovation in the lessons and education given in primary schools (“According to Archive
Documents”, 2014: 13). These correspondences and the establishment of secondary schools
were also published in Takvim-i Vekayi (Takvim-i Vekayi, 21 Zilkade 1254;). Esat Efendi, who
was appointed to the Ministry of Mekatib-i Ristiye (High School), which was also responsible
for the primary schools, published a letter that replaced the instruction. Similarly, in the letter,
the traditional understanding of how to do the education in the primary school continued, but
it was emphasized that the children should be taught writing in a way that would settle in their
minds. Expressing the teaching of writing in this way in the primary school meant that the
tradition began to change. However, the Ottoman State, which saw the need to innovate in
sibyan schools, was not yet able to put forward a modern and concrete curriculum and
method for how to do this (Mahmut Cevat: 22-23).

As a matter of fact, despite the problems mentioned in the primary school, School of
Literary Science was opened at the high school level without improving the primary schooal,
and in 1842, the students of this school were tested in the presence of the sultan. Later, the
Provisional Education Council was established in 1845 only to regulate the educational affairs.
In the bill prepared by the Provisional Education Council, it was again stated that a permanent
Education Council should be established with the reclamation of sibyan schools and riisdiye
schools according to religious procedures and the needs of the time (Mahmut Cevat: 27-29).
Being aware of the need to improve the primary schools, the Ottomans could not intervene
in these schools due to the reaction of the ulema, but tried to popularize the secondary
schools (Ergin: 443). With the establishment of the Mekatib-i Umumiye Ministry in 1847, the
main secondary school organization emerged. The schools in the capital were classified as
primary and secondary school. In the same year, the "The Instruction to Be Given to The
Teachers of the Primary School On How They Should Practice Children’s Education and
Training Discipline" was issued. Although the traditional understanding of gently beating a
guilty child or teaching the Koran continues in sibyan school, with four-year- education
according to the instruction, articles on teaching Turkish literacy quickly according to the new
procedures shown by inspectors may be considered innovations (Akytz, 1994: 1-47).

In the secondary schools, which were included in the scope of compulsory education
with the same instruction, lessons such as Birgivi epistle, Arabic grammar and syntax books,
thuluth, naskh Rik'a, Ta'lik, Divani type writings according to their wishes, four arithmetic
operations, calculation and counting would be taught (Akylz., 1994: 1-47). However, as stated
in the above-mentioned correspondence, some of these courses were intended to be taught
in primary schools. Due to the inadequacy of the children coming from the primary school, the
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lessons to be taught in the last year of the primary school were put in the first year of the
secondary school (Ergin: 444; Mahmut Cevat: 34). Even these courses had nothing to do with
the courses taught in primary education in Europe of the period (Kansu: 75). Although the
inadequacy of primary schools was emphasized in the correspondence, instead of directly
intervening in these schools, five secondary schools were opened in the capital in 1848. Here,
the New Method was applied, and at the end of six months, the exams of about twenty
children were held in the presence of the General Education Council. When they were satisfied
with the results, the children were tested again in the presence of the Sultan, and the children
and teachers were rewarded. In these newly opened secondary schools, the innovations made
in education, training, textbooks and tools with a different understanding from the madrasah
education were called us(l-i cedit (Mahmut Cevat: 34).

Opening of Dariilmuallimin

Although there are many components of education, since the most basic component
is the educator and the trainee, it was not enough to open a new school, but the need for
teachers with new knowledge and skills arose. Because the traditional educator was
insufficient to transfer the new knowledge and skills of the age to the new generations. In the
Tanzimat Era, not only the education of the child, but also the issue of the education of the
educator who would educate the children arose.

Dartlmuallimin (Male Teacher's School) was opened in Istanbul in 1848 due to the fact
that the current primary school teachers could not teach mathematics and other new courses
given in the secondary school (Unat, 1964: 31; Akyiiz, 2006: 17-58). Thus, it was tried to train
teachers, that is, teachers who could give education on the New Method. According to the
mandate dated July 25, 1847, the reason for the opening of Darllmuallimin was the
deterioration of the existing education system and madrasahs, and the inability of the current
primary school teachers to teach mathematics and other new courses in secondary schools.
This school was intended to be a place where the new sciences of the West were learned and
taught. The teachers who would be trained by learning new methods in this school would
organize the other schools (Akyliz, 2007: 1-49). The reason for the opening of Dariilmuallimin
was similarly reported in Takvim-i Vekayi. It has been mentioned the necessity of easy and fast
teaching of courses and sciences in schools. The expectation from the school to find methods
to achieve this was expressed (Ergin: 571; Akyliz, 2007: 1-49). In Dartlmuallimin, which was
opened outside the madrasah system, a different curriculum was tried to be implemented.
When the two-year Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan was established in 1868, the current
Darilmuallimin-i sibyan, which was established in 1847, was called Dartlmuallimin-i Risdi
(Unal and Birbudak, 2013:24).

The New Method and Opening of Primary Schools

The first known regulation regarding the training of teachers for primary schools in
the Ottoman Empire was made during the reign of Fatih (the Conqueror) Sultan Mehmet.
Fatih did not consider the figh courses necessary for the madrasah students to be assigned
to primary schools, and he wanted other students to teach different courses. In the
following periods, this practice disappeared (Akytz, 2012: 93). However, assignments were
made to primary schools from outside the madrasah. Those who could read and write a
little, the imam of the mosque, the muezzin, some hafiz and educated women who studied
in places where boys and girls were separated did this job (Akyliz, 1978: 41-43).
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However, since the primary school was the source of the student who came to the
secondary schools opened in the Tanzimat Era with the attempts of renewal, the complaints
about the primary schools continued. The need to appoint qualified teachers to primary
schools was reflected in the correspondence in 1858 (BOA, i. DH..203-26689). In fact, some
innovations such as teaching literacy at the primary level are present in the 1847 regulation
mentioned above. Yet, the actual implementation of the usil-i1 cedit at the primary level was
after 1860 (Akyiiz, 2012:209; Oztiirk, 1996: 8). The Ottoman Empire, which implemented a
policy of promoting literacy, attempted various quests and trials after failing in literacy classes.
Starting from 1862, primary schools, in which a new way of teaching letters were practiced,
began to be opened in Istanbul. In Istanbul, where this method was practiced, free stone
boards, stone pens and inkwells were distributed to 36 primary schools. The teachers working
here were selected through examination and paid a salary, and then sample (sample) schools
were established for the same purpose. The aforementioned sibyan schools were called
primary schools and they wanted to be expanded in the provinces (Ergin, 1977: 465; Akyliz,
2012: 209). On the other hand, textbooks in the New Method began to be written in order to
facilitate reading and writing in the mother tongue. Nuhbetti'l-Etfal, published in 1858, is the
first attempt in this direction. Later, the number of alphabet books in the new style exceeded
forty. Selim Sabit Efendi's Alphabet Booklet in 1863 and ismail Hakki Elifbasiin 1891 are among
the most important ones published in this direction (Tiirkyilmaz, 2018: 127-139; Sahbaz, 2005:
55-66).

As the number of ibtidai schools providing education according to the New Method in
Istanbul increased, legal regulation was required. in 1898, “Instructions for Dersaadet
Mekatib-i Ibtidaiyesi” was issued because these schools were separate from traditional sibyan
schools (“Dersaadet Mekatib-i Ibtidaiyesi”, 1316: 326-338). When the articles of the
instruction are examined, it is understood that the usil-1 cedit in basic education is not only
an innovation in the course contents and tools, but it also reflects the change in the view of
the child in education. Other reflections of the procedure are the prohibition of practices such
as using bastinado and saying bad words to children, monitoring the behaviour and health of
children, regulations on the behaviour of teachers and other officials and monitoring of the
state.

Opening and Dissemination of the First Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan

While the us@l-1 cedit trials were continuing at the primary level, it became necessary
to train teachers according to usdl-1 cedit skills. In the third article of the letter prepared for
the improvement of the primary schools in 1868, it was decided that the current primary
school teachers should be trained for one year in the method of procedure by the officers to
be appointed by the Ministry. It was decided that especially the elderly and those who were
insufficient in learning the New Method should be appointed as assistants (BOA, I..MVL. 584-
26278). In 1868, the inadequacy of the children coming from primary school in reading and
that they did not know even the numbers were reiterated, and it was decided to establish
Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan in the capital to teach the Qur'an, moral treatise, and four operations
and the science of geography and calculus. Even though the state started to subject existing
primary school teachers to exams from these courses, it was aware that it would be difficult
for those who were inadequate to be replaced by qualified ones (BOA, i.SD 10-484). The old
Basmahane building around Seraskerlik in Istanbul was allocated for Dartilmuallimin-i Sibyan
(BOA, A.MHM.MKT., 437-89). It was aimed to train teachers in Istanbul Darilmuallimin-i
Sibyani for Darulmuallimins, which were thought to be widespread in the provinces in the
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future, and current teachers were asked to learn new methods in a short time (Akylz, 2012:
181; Oztiirk, 1996: 9). A sample school was opened in Nuriosmaniye for the students of
Dartlmuallimin-i Sibyan to gain experience in the style of the New Method (Ergin, 1977: 468).
According to the mandate dated 7 July 1872, Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan was abolished and
reopened due to rearrangements in the staff (BOA, MF.iBT., 1-77).

As a reflection of a general understanding of innovation in the education system,
excluding madrasahs, Public Education Act was enacted in 1869. According to the regulation,
in primary schools “alphabet in the style of the New Method, the Qur'an, Tajvid, Pamphlets
on morality, Catechism, Writing Training, Scientific Calculation, Ottoman History, Geography,
Useful Information” classes would be taught. In the same regulation, it was stated that a big
Darilmuallimin would be opened in the capital, but the branches of this Dartilmuallimin were
junior high school, high school, Sultani (School of the Sultan) and there was no primary branch.
Although the reason for this is not understood, the current Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan continued
its activities. In the Dartilmuallimat (Teacher Training School for Girls), which would be opened
for girls with the same regulation, there are primary and secondary school branches. The
courses included in the curriculum for the primary branch of the Dariilmuallimat (“Maarif-i
Umumiye Nizamnamesi”, 1289: 184-219) are also the reflection of education in the curriculum
as a state policy.

In 1872, in order to train well-equipped teachers, the Ottoman Empire demanded that
an examination committee be formed as a temporary and free education commission in the
provincial centres and district governorships where there were secondary schools, and
Dariilmuallimi-i Sibyan (BOA, MF. iBT., 1-31). In order to popularize the Dariilmuallimin-i
sibyans in the countryside, a report was prepared on 18 July 1875, based on the letter sent to
the education council on the subject. In the report, it was stated that there would not be
teachers with the required qualifications to apply the necessary training and education,
procedures and rules in Dartlmuallimin-i Sibyan to be opened in the provinces, and it was
emphasized that it would be appropriate to procure and appoint students from Istanbul
Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan and Darilmuallimin-i Ristiye. In addition, it was requested to make
some arrangements for the teachers to be appointed. It was stated that teachers who would
work in provincial Dartlmuallimin-i Sibyan schools should be paid according to the importance
of the position they were in and that teachers with the desired characteristics could be found
if some privileges were given. It was recommended that Riistiye and sibyan teachers of the
redif (reserve soldier) class, that is, those who were demobilized and were in reserve, not be
detained and excluded from the training applied every year, reward those who served for
more than five years, allocate salaries to the children and spouses of those who passed away.
In addition, it was pointed out that the salaries and expenses of the teachers, civil servants
and servants of the Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan to be opened were left to the education funds,
but these funds should be established first, drawing attention to the fact that these funds
were not found everywhere. Until the funds were established, it was recommended that the
salaries of the teachers be paid by the treasury, at least for a temporary period (BOA,
MF.MKT., 30-67). The state gave importance to opening Darllmuallimin-i Sibyan in the
provincial centres where the education directorates were established (Kodaman, 1991: 152).
Darilmuallimin-i sibyans in the countryside started in Bosnia, Crete and Konya as of 1875.
After 1882, it was opened in Sivas, Bursa, Amasya, Kastamonu, Jerusalem, Trabzon, Edirne,
Thessaloniki, Kosovo, Manastir, Aydin, Aleppo, Elazig, Erzurum, Mosul, Van and Bolu (Akyz,
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2012: 250). The state, which tried to spread Darllmuallimin-i Sibyan in the countryside,
opened one of them in Adana in 1892.

Opening of Adana Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan

The Ottomans, who first opened a primary school and then opened a Darilmuallimin-
i sibyan, used the same order in Adana. According to the Adana yearbook, primary schools
were opened in order to develop education, and the current education method was improved,
and it was stated that primary schools were opened in Adana since last year because the
education and training of children was a necessity of the age. From this, it is understood that
high schools and primary schools in Adana started to be opened in the new style in 1880
(“Salname-i Adana”, 1299:6-7). Again, the Islah-1 Mekatib Society was established in Adana in
order to improve the schools and popularize the New Method (“Adana Yearbook”, 1299: 29-
30).

After the primary schools were opened, the job of training teachers for the primary
schools started twelve years later in Adana. According to the correspondence regarding the
opening of Dartlmuallimin in Adana dated October 31, 1892, the education council appointed
Halil Efendi to this school with six hundred kurus. It was ordered to send the dues, which
should be deducted from his salary, together with the date of starting work, to the relevant
authority (BOA, MF.MKT., 153-118; “Salname-i Adana”, 1312: 131). In another document
dated 24 November 1892, in an answer given from the centre to the Adana education
directorate, it was stated that nothing was allocated to the regulars of the Darilmuallimin,
and it is understood from the answer that no amount was allocated from the budget for this
school and that it was experiencing economic difficulties (BOA, MF.MKT., 155-97). The
foundation date of Adana Darllmuallimin-i Sibyan school, which could not be determined
before, was determined as 1892.

Since the primary school teachers and imams in the province and its surroundings, who
were obliged to attend the Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan in order to learn the Usdl-1 cedide, were
poor people, it was written to the Ministry by the Adana Governorship to give them a monthly
salary of thirty kurus from the avariz income (the extraordinary tax in Ottoman Empire), and
the Ministry decided to pay 15 kurus (BOA, MF.MKT., 222-28). The Ottomans, who wanted to
spread the new method, did not accept the payment of the amount required by the province
due to general economic problems and determined a lower amount.

Teachers and Students at Adana Darmuallimin-i Sibyan

According to the Adana yearbook of 1894, the teacher of the Dartilmuallimin-i iptidaiye
branch was Halil Efendi, and he had 5 students and 1 janitor (“Salname-i Adana”, 1312: 131).
In 1898, teacher Hasan Saib Efendi was in charge, and the number of students is unknown
(“Salname-i Maarif”, 1317: 929). Hasan Saib Efendi continued to teach between 1899 and
1903. It had 3 students in 1899, 2 students in 1900, and 10 students in 1903. The number of
students for 1901 is not given in the yearbooks (“Salname-i Maarif”, 1318: 939; 1319: 355;
1321: 324; “Salname-i Adana”, 1318: 104). Since the yearbooks were not issued regularly, the
number of students outside of these years could not be determined, and it was understood
that there were very few students among those determined. In the general orders of the
ministry, information about when the school was founded, how many students it had, how
many students it graduated, how many people it gave certificates and diplomas were
requested (BOA, MF.MKT., 267-1). (BOA, MF.MKT., 267-1). However, for now, no information
has been found in the correspondence regarding this.
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The state opened Darilmuallimin on the one hand in order to popularize the
procedure, and on the other hand, the existing primary school teachers were given
compulsory education in Darllmuallimin, which can be called a kind of in-service training, and
gave documents such as credentials and licenses to the existing teachers who were trained. It
is useful to mention the regulations made in this regard. For this, the first legal regulation was
included in the ninth article of the "Instruction On The Formation And Duties Of The Council
Of Education And Its Branches To Be Formed From Members To Be Elected From Among The
People For The Administration Of The Primary Schools In Istanbul And Three Cities” which was
issued in 1875 (Ozalp, 1982: 673). The second regulation was made with the "Law on the
Mebadi-i Tedris of the Rumeli-i Sarki Province" dated 1881. The next regulation was made in
the fifth article of the " Instruction Regarding Darlilmuallimin-i Sibyan Branches Opened by
Special Order in Some Provinces " which was included in the Yearbook of Education dated
1898. In addition, in order to close the teacher shortage, the graduates of different schools
who wanted to become teachers were given a license or credentials by only taking exams for
the courses they did not take. As it is understood from these instructions and various
correspondences (BOA, MF.MKT., 556-29; 665-45), the concept of trust and license was not
very different at the beginning. However, there is a difference between the credentials or
certificates it gave to teachers who were on duty and to graduates of other schools, and the
certificates it gave to those who attended Darlilmuallimin for two years and passed the exams.
The main aim was to graduate from Darlilmuallimin, but since there were not enough
teachers, it was tried to teach the current teachers and other school graduates (Yanardag,
2020: 510-531). This practice was also realized in Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan.

ibrahim Efendi, a student of Adana Dariilmuallimin, who wanted to get a certificate of
credential, applied with a petition on 23 November 1894. ibrahim Efendi, who had been
attending Darllmuallimin for three or four months, had previously studied at the high school
for four years, and because he had passed the courses specified in his diploma and was
successful at the high school, he was tested like his peers and asked to be given a credentials.
The student's petition was answered, and it was requested that the exam be done by the
appointed committee, that is, an examination commission, and that the credentials be given
(BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42). Similarly, it was requested that the members of the examination
commission be selected for the examination of Veli bin Hasan Efendi, of the Karakdy school in
Karsindi district. It was demanded that Veli bin Hasan Efendi, who was registered in
Darilmuallimin with the signature of the deputy director of Karsindi, Salih Efendi, be tested in
accordance with the fifth article of the instruction. It was reminded that such village teachers
were not required to attend two years of education, and if it was determined that they were
sufficient to be a teacher, it was a requirement of the fifth article of the instruction to give
them a certificate of credentials. Halil Efendi, the teacher of the Dariilmuallimin, stated that
the examination was carried out according to the procedure. However, the primary and
secondary school teachers who were members of the commission informed the relevant
authorities that the situation was the opposite. During the exam, Halil Efendi took the
documents from the commission members, put them in his drawer, and left the exam,
declaring that he would not be able to take the exam. He processed the document as if it was
done even though there was no examination (BOA, MF. MKT, 256-42).

The issue was discussed in the Adana Education Council and he was questioned by the
inspectors. It was claimed that Halil Efendi did not want the number of students in the school
to be more than five. Because Halil Efendi did not register the incoming students in the registry
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book as he was not skilled enough to give the current program and especially the history,
geography and calculus courses and told them to leave the school. Despite all the efforts for
a year, those who came to the school earlier left the school under various pretexts because
they saw Halil Efendi's condition. Now that there was no demand for the school, the number
of students did not exceed five or even decreased to two. Halil Efendi did not open the school
8-10 days a month, and he was not busy with the lessons even when he opened it and closed
the school two hours later. Halil Efendi was content with accepting one or two of the imams
and teachers who came only to receive the credentials, causing the student's noise and
inappropriate behaviour in the classroom all day. Although he was warned about this issue,
no result could be obtained. It was understood from the inspector's reports that the
complaints were true and he was dismissed by the education council of the Adana Directorate
of Education and Ahmet Efendi, the teacher of high school education, was appointed instead
of him (January 24, 1895). This decision of the Adana education council was reported to the
Ministry in more detail by the education director. Complaints about Halil Efendi's
incompetence, inability, and absenteeism and that he did not comply with the instructions
and even insulted the examination board were written in detail (BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42).

Complaints about Halil Efendi were not limited to these. He had made cuts in the wages
of students who attend school and were paid fees that could be called a kind of scholarship.
In every complaint about Halil Efendi, his inadequacy and not being useful was mentioned.
Instead of a single accusation, multiple charges took place. All of his inadequacies and
irregularities prevented students from coming to the school. Halil Efendi, on the other hand,
argued that all of these were slander, and he claimed that he cut the student's wages because
they did not come to school (BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42).

Halil Efendi, who was dismissed, filed a complaint with the Ministry of Education with
a petition stating that he could not get along and was not given his money unjustly. While the
matter was being investigated by the Ministry, there was no reason to hasten the dismissal of
Halil Efendi, who went to Istanbul, and it was ordered to Adana province to give him back to
duty, to pay unpaid salaries, to inform the Ministry about the investigation to be made. A few
months after Halil Efendi returned to duty, the the education director of Adanastated in his
report that he sent to the Ministry that the number of teachers who would give lessons on the
method of procedure was insufficient compared to the population in the region and that
Darilmuallimin had been open in the province for this purpose for three years. Then again,
complaints were repeated that Halil Efendi never had proficiency in history, geography,
calculus, and Persian lessons and that the number of students in the school did not exceed
fifteen because he closed the school. No new students came to the school, only the existing
primary school teachers who had to attend were given a certificate or a credential. It was
demanded by the director of education in Adana that Halil Efendi exchange positions by
mutual consent with one of the teachers in cities such as Konya and Ankara (23 June 1895).
The reply on the subject was delayed by the Ministry. Since there was one month left for the
new academic year, the director of education wrote to the Ministry again. The principal, who
tried to expand new primary schools in and around Adana, tried to avoid causing delays in
training the necessary scholars while trying to improve the quality of the school due to Halil
Efendi's situation. For this reason, the Arabic lessons given by Halil Efendi were given to Akaid
teacher Riza Efendi, and the confirmation of this situation was delayed (10 August 1895). The
said request for settlement was approved by the Ministry (BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42).
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His exchange of posts with Ankara Teachers' School teacher Resat Efendi was accepted,
but because of his financial problems, Resat Efendi was delayed in going to his place of duty
because he wanted his travel expenses to be paid while he was in Ankara, before going to
Adana. On September 26, 1895, Resat Efendi's request was accepted and it was ordered that
Halil Efendi's travelling expenses be paid from Ankara, in return for Resat Efendi's expenses to
be given from Ankara. However, Rasit Efendi still did not start his duty on 7 November 1895
(BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42). Some of Rasit Efendi's salaries in Ankara were not paid and Rasit Bey,
who was suffering from economic difficulties, could not come to Adana. The unpaid salaries
of Resat Efendi, who reported the situation to the Ministry and came to Adana, were paid
upon the order of the Ministry (BOA, MF.MKT.,310-59). Complaints about Halil Efendi, who
started to work in Ankara, were not finished, and it was requested that he be appointed to
Adana or another place and Resat Efendi be brought back (BOA, MF.MKT., 336-37).

Hasan Saib Efendi was appointed at the end of 1896, after Rasit Efendi, who was
understood to have taught at Adana Dariilmuallimin for a short time. There were complaints
that Hasan Saib Efendi was the first teacher of the Bodrum middle school before, that he was
not able to teach and that he said bad words to the students. He was asked to be assigned to
a tertiary to complete his retirement period school as he was old, and not eligible to be
suspended (BOA, MF.MKT., 338-4). In an article dated December 21, 1896, it was understood
that Hasan Saib Efendi, another troubled teacher, was appointed to the Darilmuallimin of
Adana, which was vacant at that time, to complete the retirement period (BOA, MF.MKT., 345-
43). Meanwhile, Abdulhakim Efendi, one of the teachers at Adana High School, made a request
to be appointed as the teacher of Adana Darlilmuallimin, which was vacant at that time and
had a higher salary since he could not live on. However, it was reported to him that Hasan Saib
Efendi was appointed (BOA, MF. MKT., 349-23)

Although Hasan Saib Efendi was first appointed to Gediz high school (BOA, MF. iBT., 55-6), he
was later appointed to Adana Dariilmuallimin on January 18, 1897 (BOA, MF.IBT., 58-6). In
1898, the education director of Adana made an interesting offer to the Ministry. Because of
the fact that Tabib Kanber Efendi was very talented in education, it was requested that he be
brought to Adana with his travel expenses for a month in order to teach literacy methods to
primary teachers and required students. The Ministry, on the other hand, refused, stating that
this work should be done with teachers at high school and Dariilmuallimin (BOA, MF.MKT.,
406-27). During this period, Danyal Efendi, one of the teachers of Dartilmuallimin, worked as
an honorary teacher and inspector in Adana primary school and was rewarded (BOA,
MF.MKT., 401-46). Hasan Saib Efendi, who was old, requested a change of air for two months
with a doctor's report stating his illness in the summer of 1900 and this permission was given
to him (BOA, MF.MKT., 401-14). In the correspondence made the following year, the
education director of Adana asked for Hasan Saib Efendi to retire or be appointed to another
place because he did not have the power to teach due to his old age and causing the current
student to disperse, and it was reported to the Ministry of Education. Hasan Saib Efendi made
counter-claims by stating that the allegations were baseless and that his October salary was
cut on the pretext of his absenteeism. The Ministry of Finance wanted the dismissal of a civil
servant to be based on legal reasons, to act prudently, to confirm by the province with which
article and what kind of evidence the dispute between him and the director was justified and
did not find his unauthorized dismissal and salary deduction correct because the main
authority of the matter was not finalized by the Ministry. The Ministry of Finance requested
that the dismissal of a civil servant should be based on legal reasons, that they act prudently,
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and the province confirm the articles and the kind of evidence whereby the dispute between
him and the director was justified. The ministry didn't find his dismissal without permission
and salary cut right because they were not finalized by the ministry, the main authority in the
matter. The governor of Adana, on the other hand, decided that the matter was personal and
informed the Ministry that necessary warnings were made to both sides. Hasan Saib Efendi,
who was ill during these correspondences, took permission again with his doctor's report
because the weather in Adana was not good for his health. Since he did not treat the student
well due to his illness, caused the students to escape, and was on leave for a long time, the
education in Adana was damaged and there was no teacher to send to primary schools. Thus,
the education director of Adana wrote to the Ministry again. He wanted Veli Efendi, one of
the graduates of Fatih Dersiam, who understood the need of the time and was very competent
in the New Method to be appointed to replace Hasan Saib Efendi (BAO, MF.MKT., 551-19).
Hasan Saib Efendi requested a six-month leave in 1904 with a doctor's report due to his illness
and old age. The Education Council gave permission on the condition that education was not
disrupted, a deputy was appointed and Hasan Saib Efendi received half his salary (BAO,
MF.MKT., 793-42). Hasan Saib Efendi, who was ill during these correspondences, died, and
Veli Efendi, who was a lecturer of Fatih, was deputized in his place. It was requested that
someone else be appointed personally (BAO, MF. MKT., 551-19).

Bahaeddin Efendi, who was appointed as the teacher of Adana Darilmuallimin in April
1905, wrote a petition to the Ministry for his travelling expenses to be given, and the Ministry
replied that his travelling expenses would be given in the place he went (BAO, MF. MKT. 851-
63). However, sometime after he arrived at his post, Bahaeddin Efendi took a month and a
half off to go to Samsun due to his father's iliness and death in 1906 (BAO, MF. MKT. 930-68).
When the leave period expired, it was extended on the grounds that the work was not
finished, it was a holiday period and there were no students at the school (BAO. MF.MKT.,
947-9). Then, after a short while, Bahaeddin Efendi requested an exchange of posts with one
of the Samsun high school teachers, Abdullah izzet Efendi, and it was accepted by the Ministry
(BAO, MF.MKT., 954-45). However, after a short time, this time due to health reasons, the
teacher Abdullah izzet Efendi resigned from Adana Teacher School and asked for another
suitable task. Hacibektas High School teacher Feyzullah Efendi was appointed instead (BAO,
MF. MKT., 898-1;924-72). Feyzullah Efendi died on March 10, 1909, and Hiiseyin Efendi was
appointed as a proxy with a salary of two-thirds. According to the new regulation, it was stated
that college graduates would be appointed to the directorate of Darilmuallimin, and for this
reason, Hiseyin Efendi was appointed by proxy until the end of the year (BOA, MF.MKT., 1129-
59). On October 11, 1909, Hiseyin Hisni Efendi was appointed as the principal and Mustafa
Asim Efendi as the first teacher (BOA, MF.MKT., 246-54). However, Mustafa Asim Efendi
resigned in September 1909 before he took office (BAO, MF.MKT., 255-9). Sevket Efendi was
appointed in November 1909 (BAO, MF. iBT.275-30).

Adana Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan School, which was one of the schools opened in order
to popularize the new method in the Ottoman provinces, did not have a stable period due to
the lack of trained teachers. The old age and inadequacy of the teachers and the scarcity of
students were reflected in the documents. Another issue that affects education at Adana
Darilmuallimin is the climate. Due to the hot weather from the beginning of May to the
middle of September, the education director informed the centre on April 18, 1906 that these
months should be taken into account in order not to interrupt the education of the students
going to the plateau and the farms during these times. Another issue was that the students of
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Dartlmuallimin were usually madrasah students. The fact that the students did not attend
school for three months due to their madrasah habits created a problem in Adana. Since the
Directorate of Education was aware of this fact, it wanted exams to be held in Darilmuallimin
before the month of Ramadan (BOA, MF.MKT., 931-57). Although the state tried to develop
an education system other than the madrasah understanding, the madrasah understanding
or habit did not disappear easily.

Conclusion

While the Ottoman Empire opened primary schools in the provinces to spread the New
Method, it tried to open at least one Dartilmuallimin in the provincial centres to train teachers
for these schools. One of these is Adana Darlilmuallimin-i sibyan, whose opening date as a
year was not determined before. Since the yearbooks were not published very regularly, the
date of establishment of Adana Darlilmuallimin was not included in the yearbooks. However,
in the research conducted in the archive documents, it was determined that the school was
opened in 1892. Since the day it was opened, Adana Darilmuallimin had had very few
students, as determined from the yearbooks. In some years, no number of students was given.
It is not fully understood whether this was given because of a misprint or because there were
no students. However, the probability of the lack of students was high. Such a conclusion
arises from complaints about Darilmuallimin (Teacher’s School) teachers in the
correspondence in the archival documents described in detail above. In addition, it has not
yet been determined how many students Adana Darllmuallimin graduated until 1908.
Although the state requests such information in general orders, information about this has
not been found in archival documents.

Although the local education administration dismissed the teachers about whom there
were complaints, the Supervisory Board did not take such dismissals warmly. Aware of the
difficulty of finding teachers suitable for the new method from the very beginning, the
Ottoman Empire was therefore content with changing the positions of the existing teachers
because there were not enough teachers to be appointed to replace those who were
dismissed. This inadequacy was put into writing in the general correspondence made for
Darilmuallimins to be opened in the provinces. Even incompetent ones were asked to be
appointed as assistant teachers.

From all the information and documents, it can be seen that the Ottoman State had
difficulty in finding and training teachers with usdl-1 cedit skills. The repeated complaints about
the teachers of Adana Darlilmuallimin explain why the number of students attending the
school was very low in the yearbooks. As it is also understood from the correspondence, there
was a demand for the school, but the students were running away due to the attitudes of
these teachers. Undoubtedly, it would be an incomplete evaluation to explain the fact that
the school had very few students only with the behaviour of these two teachers. Madrasah
habits due to the fact that some of the incoming students came from madrasahs, the problems
brought by the hot climate of Adana, the fact that very few teachers they had were very old,
that they experienced difficulties in this climate, the travelling expenses of the appointed
teachers were given after they went to their duty stations, economic problems, the fact that
the period when the school was opened was the harvest season, were determined as other
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reasons that prevented students from attending school. In this context, it can be said that
training teachers in the style of usll-i cedit in Adana was not very successful until 1908.
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Oz

Cok uluslu Osmanli Devleti'nde farkli etnik topluluklar kurduklari egitim kurumlarinda kendi dil,
gelenek ve dinsel inanislarina gore egitim vermislerdir. Bu baglamda Osmanli Devleti’'nin kurucu
unsuru olan Misliiman Turkler de kendine 6zgi egitim kurumlari kurmuslardir. Msliman Tirkler
geleneksel olarak medrese ve sibyan mekteplerinde egitim gérmuslerdir. Bu egitim kurumlari egitim
anlayisi ve sistemi bakimindan ezbere dayali ve kismen Seyhilislamliga bagl olmuslardir. 19.yyda
dagilan devleti kurtarmak icin yenilikler yapilmistir. Egitim alaninda da yenilikler yapilmis olup
1838’de geleneksel egitim kurumlari disinda rustiyeler acilmistir. Yeni acilan ristiyeler geleneksel
egitim sistemi ve anlayisi disinda tutulmaya calismistir. Bu nedenle ristiyelerde uygulanan farkl ders
miifredati ve uygulamasina us(l-1 cedit denilmistir. Us(l-1 cediti uygulayacak donanimda 6gretmen
yani muallim yetistirmek icin 1848’de Dariilmuallimin (Ogretmen Okulu) aciimistir. Ancak &teden beri
sitbyan mekteplerinin bilinen yetersizligi ristiyelere gelen 6grencilerin yetersizliginde bir kez daha
gorilmastiir. Sibyan dizeyinde vyenilikler ertelenemez hale gelmistir. Bu nedenle ilkdgretim
seviyesinde agilan ibtidai mekteplerde usll-1 cedit yayginlastiriimaya ¢ahsilmistir. Ardindan ibtidai
mekteplere muallim yetistirmek icin 1868’de Dariilmuallimin-i sibyan (ilk Ogretmen Okulu) agiimistir.
istanbul’da acilan ibtidai mektepler ve Dariilmuallimin-i sibyanlar tasrada yayginlastirilmaya
¢ahsiimistir. Bu baglamda Adana’da 1880’de riistiye ve ibtidai mektebi, 1892’de Darilmuallimin-i
sitbyan mektebi agilmistir. Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan mektebinde yeni anlayista 6gretmen
yetistirilirken diger yandan mevcut 6gretmenler ve kéy imamlari hizmet ici egitim denebilecek sekilde
egitimden gecirilmistir. Ancak Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan mektebi pek ragbet gérmemis, fazla
ogrencisi olmamistir. Bu ¢alisma 6ncelikle bir tarih calismasi olup Adana’da Darilmuallimin-i sibyan’in
kurulusu ve neden fazla 6grencisi olmadigl, ortaya cikan sorunlar arsiv belgelerine dayali olarak
incelenmistir. 1892-1908 yillari arasinda Adana Darlilmuallimin-i sibyan mektebinin kurulusu ve
gelismesi tarihsel bir bakisla sebep-sonug iliskisi icinde agiklanmaya calisiimistir. Calismada Osmanl
arsiv belgeleri, maarif salnameleri ve Adana vilayet salnamelerinden yararlanilmistir. Ayrica telif
eserler kullaniimistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: usil-i cedit, muallim, Adana dartlmuallimin-i sibyan, Adana ilk 6gretmen okulu.
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Giris

Osmanli Devleti askeri yenilgiler sebebiyle 1699’dan sonra i¢cinde bulundugu olumsuz
durumu goérmeye baslamis ve devleti kurtarmak igin arayisa girmistir. Avrupa karsisinda
aldigi yenilgileri sorgulamis, Avrupa tarzinda yenilikler yapmak ihtiyaci duymustur. Zira
Avrupa artik yeni bilgi ve teknolojiye sahip olarak Osmanli’ya karsi Gstiin duruma gelmistir.
Bu nedenle Lale devrinde dncelikle askeri alanda almaya basladigi Avrupa’nin yeni bilgi ve
teknigini ifade etmek Uzere aletle ilgili anlaminda ali kavrami kullanilmigtir. Buna karsilik
Osmanli’nin eski geleneksel egitim kurumu olan medresede 6gretilen, kitap ve slinnetten
gelen kiyas ve icma ile yorumlanan eski bilgiye ise ilim denilirken bu bilgiye sahip olana alim
denilmistir (Berkes, 2008: 179).

18. yy boyunca Osmanli’da ilk yenilikler genellikle askeri alanda baslamis fakat yeterli
olmamistir. Benzer sekilde Ill. Selim déneminde oncelikle askeri alanda yapilmak istenen
yenilikler nizam-1 cedit kavrami ile karsilanmistir. Arapca’dan gelen nizam kelimesi “dizi, sira,
diizen, usul, tertip, yol, kaide, zamanin icaplarina gére konulan kaide” anlamina gelirken
(Develioglu, 2005: 842) yine Arapga’dan gelen cedit “yeni, kullanilmamis, pek az zamandan
beri bilinen veya mevcut olan” (Develioglu, 129) anlaminda tanimlanmistir. Nizam-1 cedit
ordusunun disinda irad-1 cedit hazinesinin (Turan, 2019:37-46) kurulmasini ya da sonraki
zamanlarda tip mektebinin acilis gerekcesinde tipta us(l-1 ceditten bahsedilmesini (Ergin
1977: 336) donemin askeri alan disinda da yenilesme isteklerinin 6rnekleri olarak gérmek
gerekir. Boylece askeri alandaki nizam-i cedit, “sistem” olarak bir nizam-i1 cedit anlayisina
donmeye baslamistir (Berkes, 2008: 101). Basitce yeni diizen denilebilecek bu anlayis
sebebiyle lll. Selim hayatini kaybetmisse de Osmanli’da yenilikler kesilmemistir.

Dagilmaya baslayan Devleti kurtarmak icin genel bir yenilesme anlayisi 19.ylizyilda
siyasi, hukuki, ekonomik, kultirel, sivil egitim vs. her alanda artarak devam etmistir. Bu
sartlarda mevcut diizenin yenilenmesi zorunlu hale gelmis ve Tanzimat doneminden itibaren
devletin kurtulusunun egitimli bir toplum ile saglanacagi distincesi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Siphesiz
bu egitim icerik ve teskilatlanma bakimindan eski degil yeni bir egitim olacaktir. Bu nedenle
Tanzimat Fermani’ndan sonra yapilan egitim alanindaki yenilikler i¢in de cedit kavraminin
siklikla kullanildigi géralmastir. Yenilik tesebbiisi devletten geldigi icin ister istemez yeni ve
eskiyi birbirinden ayirt edecek kavramsallastirmalar ortaya cikmistir. Eski icin kadim (Akyol,
1993: 211-213), yeni icin cedit kelimesi kullaniimistir. Mesela tip mektebi acilirken eski
usulde tip uygulamasi icin us(l-1 kadim ifadesi kullanildigi gibi eski usul ve yeni usul tip egitimi
ve tip kitaplari (Ulken, 1992:29,49; Ergin, 1977: 336) bir arada kullanilmistir.

Medreseler gelenegini yenileyip caginin yeni bilgilerine kapisini agmadigi icin yetersiz
kalmis ve Osmanl Avrupa’da gelisen fenleri 6gretmek lizere askeri okul disinda yeni sivil
okullar agmaya baslamistir. Medresede verilen ilmin disinda yeni ve bilinmeyen bilgilerle
devleti kurtaracak yeni nesiller yetistirmek isteyen Osmanli yeni okullara mektep adini
vermistir. Batinin bilim, teknoloji, fen alanindaki gelismisligini elde etmek icin acilan yeni
mekteplerde ders yontemleri ve arag gereclerinde usil-1 cedit yani yeni usuller denenmistir.
UsGl-1 cedit zamanla farkli islam cografyalarinda daha genis anlam kazanmissa da Osmanli’da
ozellikle temel egitim seviyesindeki yenilikleri ifade etmek igin kullaniimistir (Erglin ve Cifgi,
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2006: 1-15). ilkdgretim diizeyinde usil-1 cedit lizere egitim veren mekteplere ibtidai mektep
denilmis ve bu mekteplere 6gretmen yetistirmek icin Darllmuallimin-i sibyan agiimistir.
Ardindan tasrada da usdl-1 cediti yayginlastirmak isteyen Osmanli ibtidai mekteplerin yani
sira Ozellikle vilayet merkezlerinde Darllmuallimin-i sibyan agmaya baslamistir. Bu baglamda
calismanin konusunu Adana Dariilmuallimin-i sibyan olusturmustur. ibtidai mekteplerde
usQl-1 cediti uygulamak Uzere acilan Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan hakkinda literatiirde
konuyla dogrudan iligkili ¢calismaya su ana kadar rastlaniimadigi gibi dolayl galismalarda
kurulus tarihi tespit edilmemistir. Bu nedenle 6ncelikle Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyanin
actlisi ve 1908 yilina kadar olan gelismeler temel sorun olarak ele alinmistir. Bu baglamda su
sorulara cevap aranmistir:

e Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan ne zaman ve nasil agiimistir?

e Adana Darillmuallimin-i sibyanin muallimleri kimlerdir ve usil-1 cediti uygulayabildiler
mi?

e Devletin amacina uygun olarak 1892-1908 tarihleri arasinda Adana’da
Dartlmuallimin-i sibyan usdl-i1 cedit Gzere yeteri kadar 6gretmen yetistirebildi mi?

e 1892-1908 arasinda Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyaninda ne tlr sorunlar yasanmistir,
yasanan sorunlarin sebebi nedir?

e Okulun 6grenci sayisi neden az olmustur?

Yontem

Arastirmanin Deseni

Osmanl Devleti'nde devleti kurtarmak icin yapilan islahatlar arasinda bulunan usdl-i
cedit lizere 6gretmen yetistirmek esasen pedagojik bir mesele olmakla birlikte bu ¢alismada
usl-1 cedit meselesi pedagoji ve egitim bilimi ilkeleri agisindan degil, tarihsel bir sekilde ele
alinmistir. UsGl-1 cediti ortaya cikaran sosyal ve siyasal sebepler Uzerinde durulmustur.
Ardindan genelde Dariilmuallimin-i sibyan mekteplerinin 6zelde Adana Darilmuallimin-i
sibyan mektebinin  kurulus sebebi baglaminda deginilmistir. Calismada Adana
Dardlmuallimin-i sibyan mektebinin 1892-1908 tarihleri arasindaki gelisimi belgelere dayal
olarak incelenmistir. Us(l-1 cediti gelistirmek (izere acildigi vurgulanan okulun
ogretmenlerinin yetersizligi ve hakkindaki sikayetler arsiv belgelerine yansimistir. Bu
baglamda Adana Darilmaullimin-i sibyan mektebinde usil-1 ceditin 6gretilip 6gretilmedigi,
o0grenci sayisinin neden az oldugu, 6gretmenleri hakkinda neden sikayetler oldugu arsiv
belgelerinin izin verdigi kadar aciklanmaya calisilmistir. Donemin kosullarini aynen yansitmasi
amaciyla belgeler kronolojik olarak sebep sonug iliskisi icinde kullanilmistir. Turk egitim
tarihinin bir alt bashgl olan Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan mektebinin incelendigi bu
calismada icinde bulunulan ylzyilin basinda kullanilmaya baslayan nitel arastirma yontemi
kullaniimistir. Nitel arastirma yontemi olay ve olgularin dlcllebilen 6zellikleri yerine, daha ¢ok
anlamaya donuk olarak yapilan, “nasil, nigin” gibi sorularla ortaya cikarilmaya g¢alisilan
arastirmalardir. Ayni zamanda bu ¢alismalarda eski bilgiler de incelenip bir senteze varilmaya
calisihr (Kiral, 2020: 170-189; Yildirnm ve Simsek, 2018: 37-41). Calismada Cumhurbaskanhgi
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Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligi’nin Osmanl Arsivi (BOA) Maarif Nezareti, Sadaret, irade dosyalar
kullanilmistir. Ayrica maarif salnameleri ve vilayet salnameleri iSAM Kitiiphanesinden
elektronik ortamda elde edilmistir. Elde edilen arsiv belgeleri, salnameler igerik analizine
tutulmus, literatiir taramasinda elde edilen bilgilerle birlikte degerlendirilmistir. Calisma arsiv
belgeleri, salnameler ve telif eserler Uzerinden yulritilmis olup etik kurul onayi
gerektirmemektedir.

Veri Toplama Araglari ve Verilerin Analizi

Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan mektebinin incelendigi bu ¢alismada ¢esitli telif eserler
kullanilmakla birlikte dncelikle arsiv ¢alismasi yapiimistir. Cumhurbaskanligi Devlet Arsivleri
Baskanhginin Osmanli Arsiv (BOA) Maarif Nezareti, Sadaret, irade dosyalarindaki belgeler
elektronik ortamda elde edilmistir. Osmanlica olan arsiv belgeleri transkript edildikten sonra
kronoloji ve igerik bakimindan tasnif edilmistir. Tasnif neticesinde olgular sebep-sonug iliskisi
icerisinde ele alinmis ve ne zaman, nasil, neden sorulari cevaplanmaya calisilmistir. Yine
elektronik olarak iISAM Kiitiiphanesinden elde edilen Osmanlica maarif salnameleri ve vilayet
salnameleri transkript edilmistir. Literatlr arastirmalarindan anlasildigi kadariyla Adana
Dartlmuallimin-i sibyan mektebi hakkindaki arsiv belgelerinin énemli kismi ilk kez bu
¢alismada kullanilmistir. Adana Darilmuallimin’i ile ilgili arsiv belgelerinden elde edilen
bilgiler ile salname bilgileri birbirleriyle karsilastirilmistir. Literatlir taramasinda elde edilen
Osmanli temel egitimi ve 6gretmen yetistiriimesi ile ilgili mevcut bilgiler, arsiv ve salname
bilgileri birlikte degerlendirilerek yorumlanmaya calisiimistir. Bu baglamda 6nce Osmanli’da
temel egitim alaninda 6gretmen yetistirme ihtiyacina giden siire¢ ele alinmis, daha sonra
Adana Darulmuallimin-i sibyanin ac¢ilmasi ve 1908’e kadar olan siire¢ incelenmistir. Ayrica
arsiv belgelerindeki hicri ve rumf tarihler Tlrk Tarih Kurumu’nun tarih ¢evirme kilavuzuna
gore miladi tarihe gevrilerek kullanilmistir (“Tarih Cevirme Kilavuzu”, 2021).

Bulgular
Sibyan Mekteplerinde Yenilesme ihtiyacinin Ortaya Cikmasi ve Riistiyelerin Agilmasi

Kurucu unsuru Tirk ve Misliman olan Osmanli Devleti yonettigi farkh etnik
toplumlarin millet sistemi icerisinde (Ortayl, 2002: 216-220) kendi dil, din ve kiltliriine gore
kurduklari kurumlarda egitim vermesine misaade etmistir. Bu baglamda Tirk ve Misliiman
halkin c¢ocuklarinin egitimi icin medrese ve sibyan mektepleri kurulmustur. Calismanin
konusunu ilgilendiren sibyan mekteplerinde kiz ve erkek cocuklar beraber okuyabilmislerdir.
Bu mekteplere siibyan, dartttalim, mektep, darililim, muallimhane, mektephane, mahalle
mektebi gibi isimler verilmistir. Sibyan mekteplerinde okuma yazma 6gretilmeden Kur’an
okutmakla derse baslatilmistir. Bugiinki gibi temel matematik, cografya, tarih vs. derslerin
verildigi belli bir plan ve programlari s6z konusu degildir. Cocuklara giindelik harclik, elbise ve
yemek verilmis, senede bir kere gezintiye gotiirilmis ve cocuklar tim c¢ocuklarin katildig
amin alayr adi verilen bir térenle mektebe baslatilmistir. Hayirseverler tarafindan vakif
sistemi iginde genellikle camilere bitisik kurulan bu mekteplerde bazen yazma dersi ilave
edilmisse de yeni bir seyi yazma seklinde degil, kaligrafi yani sanatsal anlamda gizel yazi
seklinde Ogretilmistir. Burada ¢ocuga derdini anlatacak seviyede bir yazi ve Tiirk¢enin imlasi
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ogretilmemistir (Ergin, 1977: 82-96; Celik, 2007: 125-135). Bu tir bir yazi 6gretimi dahi
muallim bulamamaktan ve ekonomik sebeplerle zamanla kalkmistir (Ergin, 192). Cocuklarin
egitiminde dayak, falaka gibi glinimiiz egitim anlayisina uygun olmayan ydntemler de
kullanilmistir (Kansu, 2016:19). Belli bir plani, programi, yonetmeligi s6z konusu olmadigi
egitim 6gretim anlayisi pedagojik degildir.

1781’de I. Abdilhamit’in yaptirdigi mektebin vakfiyesinde Arapga ve Farsga derslerin
konulmasi sibyan mekteplerinde ilk yenilik gibi gorilebilir. Bu bir ihtiyacin sonucu olup
Babialiye memur olacaklarin bu bilgiye ihtiyaci olmasindan kaynaklanmistir (Ergin: 87).
1824’de gelindiginde Il. Mahmut doneminde kiigik gocuklarin sibyan mektebinden alinip
kiicik yasta meslek 6grenmek Ulizere cirakliga verilmesi nedeniyle cehalete sebep olan
ebeveynlerin sorumluluguna dikkat ¢eken bir ferman yayinlanmistir. Fermanda ergenlik
¢agina gelmemis cocuklarin sibyan mektebine gitmeden din ve diyanetlerini 6grenmeden
meslek 68renmek lizere usta yanina girakliga verilmeleri yasaklanmistir. Ergenlik ¢agina gelen
¢ocuklarin ebeveyn veya velileri kadidan izin belgesi almak sartiyla gocuklarini bir usta yanina
verebileceklerdir. izin belgesi olmadan cirakliga verilen cocuklarin ebeveynleri, velileri ve
izinsiz calistiran esnaf ile sibyan mektebi hocasi bu konuda sorumlu tutularak
cezalandirilacaklari bildirilmistir (Mahmut Cevat, 2001: 3-5). Sadece istanbul igin zorunlu olan
ferman istanbul’da dahi pek uygulanamamistir (Mahmut Cevat: 7; Alkan, 2011: 5; Karal,
1998: 159; Kansu: 39). Bu bir yenilik olmaktan ziyade ulemanin destegini almak amach kagit
Ustlinde kalan bir emir olmustur (Kodaman, 1991: 3).

Sibyan mekteplerinde ciddi bir islahat yapma distincesi ancak Tanzimat déneminde
ortaya cikmistir. Onceki yiizyilda cogunlukla askeri alanda islahatlar yapilirken 19. yiizyilda
dagilmaya baslayan Osmanli Devleti’ni kurtarmak icin siyasi, askeri, hukuki, kiltiirel vs. bircok
alanda yenilikler yapilmaya baslamistir. Devletin kurtarilmasinda iyi egitilmis bir toplumun
oneminin farkina varilmistir.

Bu nedenle islahatlara devam eden Osmanli egitim isini ulemanin disinda yeni
olusturulan “Meclis-i Umur-1 Nafia” ya vermistir. Kurulun 5 Subat 1839’da cikarttig
layihasinda yoksulluk ve cahillikten kurtulus ile din ve devlet igin egitimin dnemine vurgu
yapilmistir. Kliciik cocuklarin gittigi sibyan mekteplerinde kural ve diizen bulunmadgi,
cocuklarin vaktinin giriltiyle gectigi, okuma yazmayi dahi 6grenemedikleri bu durumun
dizeltilmesi gerektigi belirtilmistir. Bunun icin 6énce mektep muallimlerinin teftis edilmesi,
bilgisi yetersiz ve kabiliyetsiz olanlarin yerine cocuklari terbiye etmeye yeterli olanlarin
istihdam edilmesi istenmistir. Bu layihada sibyan mektebindeki cocuklarin siniflara taksimi ve
cocuklara tek tek degil toplu ders verme usulii s6z konusu olmustur. Ancak bu taksim bu
glinkl gibi degildir. Mahalle arasindaki kigilik sibyan mektepleri hece ve Kur’an talimine
tahsis olunacaktir. Mahalle mektebinde bir iki defa Kur’ani hatim etmis ve ilmihal okumus
cocuklar selatin-i izam adi verilen daha Ust sinif sayilan mekteplere gecebilecekler. Burada ise
Turki insa, Tuhfe ve Nuhbe ve Sibha-i Sibyan gibi ligat, Birgivi risalesi ile cesitli ahlak
kitaplari, hat ve kitabet dersleri goreceklerdir. Selatin-i izam’dan sonra ise liyakat ve
yeteneklerine gore ristiye gibi list mekteplere gidebileceklerdir (Mahmut Cevat: 7-21; Koger,
1992: 41-42; Demirtas, 2007;). Meclis-i Umur-1 Nafia’nin layihasi Gzerine Dar-i Sura-yi Bab-i
Ali ve Meclis-i Ahkami’l-Adliye ve Meclis-i Umur-1 Nafia arasindaki yazismalarda sibyan
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mekteplerindeki sorunlar ve yenilik yapma istegi gorilmekle beraber heniiz geleneksel
anlayisin disinda bir ders mifredati ortaya konulamamistir (Mahmut Cevat 7-21). Yapilan
yazismalar sonunda sibyan mekteplerinde verilen ders ve egitimde yenilik yerine sibyan
mektebinden sonra gidilecek ristiye mekteplerin agilmasina karar verilmistir (“Arsiv
Belgelerine Gore”, 2014: 13). Bu yazismalar ve ristiye mekteplerinin kurulusu Takvim-i
Vekayi’de de yayinlanmistir (Takvim-i Vekayi, 21 Zilkade 1254; ). Sibyan mekteplerinden de
sorumlu Mekatib-i Rlstiye Nazirligi'na getirilen Esat Efendi talimatname yerine gecen bir
layiha yayinlamistir. Layihada benzer sekilde sibyanlardaki egitimin nasil yapilacagina dair
geleneksel anlayis devam etmekle birlikte ¢ocuklara zihinlerine yerlesecek sekilde yazi
ogretilmesinin lzerinde durulmustur. Sibyan mektebinde bu sekilde bir yazi 6gretilmesinin
dile getiriimesi gelenegin degismeye baslamasi demektir. Bununla birlikte sibyan
mekteplerinde yenilik yapma zorunlulugunu géren Osmanli Devleti bunun nasil yapilacagina
dair heniz cagdas ve somut bir ders programi ve yontemi ortaya koyamamistir (Mahmut
Cevat: 22-23).

Nitekim sibyandaki belirtilen sikintilara ragmen sibyan iyilestirilmeden Ust diizeyde
ristiye seviyesinde Mekteb-i Maarif-i Adli agilmig, 1842’de bu mektep Ogrencilerinin
padisahin huzurunda imtihanlari yapilmistir. Daha sonra sadece egitim islerini dizene
koymak UGzere 1845’te Gegici Maarif Meclisi kurulmustur. Gegici Maarif Meclisi’nin hazirladigi
layihada yine sibyan mektepleri ve rlisdiye mekteblerinin dini usullere ve zamanin ihtiyacina
gore 1slahi ile daimi bir Maarif Meclisi kurulmasi geregi ifade edilmistir (Mahmut Cevat: 27-
29). Sibyan mekteplerinin islah edilmesi gerektiginin farkinda olan Osmanh aslinda ulemanin
tepkisinden dolayr buralara midahale edememistir fakat ristiyeleri yayginlastirmaya
¢ahismistir (Ergin: 443). 1847 yilinda Mekatib-i Umumiye Nazirligi’'nin kurulmasiyla asil riistiye
teskilati bundan sonra ortaya cikmistir. Baskentteki mektepler sibyan ve riistiye olarak tasnif
edilmistir. Ayni yil sibyan mekteplerine dair “Etfalin Talim ve Tedris ve Terbiyelerini Ne
Vechile icra Eylemeleri Lazim Gelecegine Dair Sibyan Mekatib-i Haceleri Efendilerine ita
Olunacak Talimat” c¢ikartilmistir. Talimatnameye gore dort yillik olan sibyan mektebinde
suglu cocuga hafifce dayak atilmasi veya Kur’an 6gretilmesi gibi geleneksel anlayis devam
etmekle beraber Tiirkce okuma yazmanin miufettisler tarafindan gosterilen yeni usullere gore
¢abucak 6gretilmesine dair maddeler yenilik sayilabilir (Akytiz, 1994: 1-47).

Ayni talimatnameyle zorunlu egitim kapsamina alinan ristiyelerde Birgivi risalesi,
Arapca Sarf ve Nahiv kitaplari, Siilis ve Nesih yazi tiirleri isteklerine gore Rik'a, Ta'lik, Divani
tur yazilar, yetecek kadar dort aritmetik islemi, hesap ve sayi sayma gibi dersler okutulacaktir
(Akylz, 1994: 1-47). Halbuki yukarida anlatilan yazismalarda ifade edildigi (izere bu derslerin
bir kismi sibyan mekteplerinde okutulmasi distnilen derslerdi. Sibyan mektebinden gelen
cocuklarin yetersizligi sebebiyle sibyanin son senesinde okutulacak dersler ristiyenin ilk
senesine konulmustur (Ergin: 444; Mahmut Cevat: 34). Bu derslerin dahi dénemin
Avrupa’sinda ilkogretimde okutulan derslerle bir ilgisi yoktu (Kansu: 75). Yazismalarda sibyan
mekteplerinin yetersizligi vurgulanmasina ragmen buralara dogrudan midahale etmek
yerine 1848 vyilinda baskentte bes tane ristiye mektebi acilmistir. Burada usdl-1 cedit
uygulanmis, alti ay sonunda yirmi kadar cocugun imtihanlari Umumi Maarif Meclisi
huzurunda yapilmistir. Sonugtan memnun kalininca padisahin huzurunda cocuklar tekrar
imtihan edilmis, cocuklar ve muallimler édillendirilmistir. iste bu yeni acilan riistiyelerde
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medrese egitiminden farkli bir anlayisla egitim, 6gretim, ders kitap ve arag gereclerinde
yapilan yeniliklere us(l-i cedit denilmistir (Mahmut Cevat: 34).

Dariilmuallimin’in Agilmasi

Egitimin bircok bileseni olmakla birlikte en temel bileseni egiten ve egitilen oldugu
icin sadece yeni mektep agmak yeterli olmamis, yeni bilgi ve becerilere sahip 6gretmen
ihtiyaci ortaya ¢ikmistir. Zira geleneksel egitimci ¢cagin yeni bilgi ve becerilerini yeni kusaklara
aktarmakta yetersiz kalmistir. Tanzimat doneminde sadece ¢ocugun egitimi degil cocuklari
egitecek egitimcinin egitimi meselesi de ortaya ¢ikmistir.

Mevcut sibyan mektebi hocalarinin ristiyede verilen matematik ve diger yeni dersleri
okutamamasi sebebiyle 1848’de istanbul’da Darilmuallimin (Erkek Ogretmen Okulu)
actimistir (Unat, 1964: 31; Akyliz, 2006: 17-58). Boylece us(l-I cedit lzere egitim verebilecek
muallim yani 6gretmen yetistiriimeye c¢alisiimistir. 25 Temmuz 1847 tarihli mazbataya gore
Dartlmuallimin’in agilma sebebi mevcut egitim sisteminin ve medreselerin bozulmasi,
mevcut sibyan mektebi hocalarinin ristiye mekteplerinin matematik ve diger yeni derslerini
okutamamasidir. Bu okulun Batinin yeni bilimlerinin 6grenilip 6gretildigi bir yer olmasi
amaclanmistir. Buradan yeni yontemleri 6grenerek yetisecek 6gretmenler mektepleri diizene
sokacaklardir (Akytiz, 2007: 1-49). Takvim-i Vekayi’de Dariilmuallimin’in agilma sebebi benzer
sekilde haber yapilmistir. Mekteplerde derslerin ve bilimlerin kolay ve hizli 6gretilmesi
zorunluluguna deginilmistir. Mektepten bunu saglayacak yontemleri bulmasi beklentisi dile
getirilmigtir  (Ergin: 571; Akylz, 2007: 1-49). Medrese sistemi diginda acilan
Darllmuallimin’de farkli bir ders programi uygulamaya calisilmistir. 1868’de iki yillik
Daridlmuallimin-i  sibyan kuruldugunda 1847'de kurulan mevcut Darilmuallimin’e
Dariilmuallimin-i Risdi denilmistir (Unal ve Birbudak, 2013:24).

Usdil-1 Cedit ve ibtidai Mekteplerin Agilmasi

Osmanli Devleti’'nde sibyan mektepleri igin 6gretmen yetistirme ile ilgili bilinen ilk
dizenleme Fatih Sultan Mehmet doéneminde yapilmistir. Fatih, sibyan mekteplerinde
gorevlendirilecek olan medrese 6grencilerine fikih derslerini gerekli gérmemis, diger
ogrencilerden farkl dersler okutulmasini istemistir. Sonraki dénemlerde bu uygulama
ortadan kalkmistir (Akytiz, 2012: 93). Bununla birlikte sibyan mekteplerine medrese disindan
gorevlendirmeler yapilmistir. Biraz okuma yazma bilenler, caminin imami, miezzini, kiz ve
erkek cocuklarin ayri oldugu yerlerde bazi hafiz ve okumus kadinlar bu isi yapmislardir
(Akylz, 1978: 41-43).

Ancak yenilesmeyle birlikte Tanzimat doneminde acilan ristiyelere gelen 6grencinin
kaynagi sibyan mektebi oldugundan sibyan mektepleri hakkindaki sikayetler devam etmistir.
Sibyan mekteplerine ehliyetli muallimler tayin edilmesi geregi 1858’deki yazismalara
yansimistir (BOA, i. DH..203-26689). Aslinda sibyan diizeyinde okuma yazmanin égretilmesi
gibi bazi yenilikler yukarida gecen 1847 talimatnamesinde vardir. Ancak us(l-1 ceditin sibyan
diizeyinde asil uygulanmasi 1860’tan sonradir (Akyiiz, 2012:209; Oztiirk, 1996: 8). Okuma
yazmayi yayginlastirma siyaseti uygulayan Osmanli’da okuma yazma derslerinde basarisiz
olunmasi (izerine cesitli arayis ve denemelere girismislerdir. 1862’den itibaren istanbul’da
yeni bir harf 6gretme bigiminin uygulandigi sibyan mektepleri agilmaya baslamistir. Bu

Turkish History Education Journal, May 2022, 11(1), 56-73




Osmanli’da tasra dariilmuallimin-i sibyanlarin kurulusu: Adana dariilmuallimin-i sibyan

usuliin uygulandig istanbul’da 36 sibyan mektebine parasiz tas tahtalar, tas kalemler ve
divitler dagitilmistir. Burada gorev yapan muallimler sinav yoluyla segilmis ve bunlara maas
baglanmis, ardindan ayni amagla numune (6rnek) mektepler kurulmustur. S6z konusu sibyan
mekteplerine ibtidai mektep denilmis ve tasrada da yayginlastiriimak istenilmistir (Ergin,
1977: 465; Akylz, 2012: 209). Diger yandan yeni usulde ana dilde okuma yazmanin
kolaylastirilmasi amaciyla ders kitaplari yazilmaya baslamistir. 1858’de basilan Nuhbett{’l-
Etfal bu yonde ilk girisimdir. Daha sonra yeni usulde elifba kitaplarinin sayisi kirki ge¢mistir.
1863’te Selim Sabit Efendi’nin Elifba Risalesi, 1891’de ismail Hakki Elifbasi bu yénde basilmis
en onemlileri arasindadir (Tlrkyilmaz, 2018: 127-139; Sahbaz, 2005: 55-66).

istanbul’da us(l-1 cedide iizere egitim veren ibtidai mekteplerin sayisinin artmasi
Uzerine hukuki dizenleme yapilmasi gerekmistir. 1898’de bu okullar geleneksel sibyan
mekteplerinden ayri olduklari icin “Dersaadet Mekatib-i ibtidaiyesi icin Talimat-1 Mahsusa”
cikarilmistir  (“Dersaadet Mekatib-i ibtidaiyesi”, 1316: 326-338). Talimatin maddeleri
incelendiginde temel egitimde usil-1 cedit sadece ders igerikleri ve ara¢ gereglerinde bir
yenilik olmayip egitimde ¢ocuga bakisin degismesini de yansitmaktadir. Falakanin, ¢cocuklara
kotlu sozler séylenmesinin yasaklanmasi, cocuklarin hal ve hareketlerinin ve saglklarinin
takip edilmesi, muallim ve diger gorevlilerin hal ve hareketleri hakkinda diizenlemeler ve
devletin takibi gibi uygulamalar us@l-i ceditin diger yansimalaridir.

ilk Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan’in Ag¢ilmasi ve Yayginlastiriimasi

Sibyan diizeyinde us(l-1 cedit denemeleri devam ederken us(l-1 cedit becerisine sahip
muallim yetistirmek zorunlulugu ortaya cikmistir 1868’de sibyan mekteplerini islah igin
hazirlanan layihanin Uglincii maddesinde mevcut sibyan hocalarinin Nezaret tarafindan
gorevlendirilecek memurlar vasitasiyla bir sene usil-1 cedit Gizere egitilmesi kararlastiriimistir.
Bunlardan ozellikle yash ve usQl-1 cediti 68renmekte yetersiz kalanlarin muavin olarak
gorevlendirilmesi kararlastirilmistir (BOA, i..MVL. 584-26278). 1868’de sibyan mektebinden
¢ikan cocuklarin okumadaki yetersizlikleri, rakamlari dahi tanimadiklari tekrar dile getirilmis,
sibyan mekteplerinde Kur’an talimiyle birlikte ahlak risalesi ve cografya ve hesap ilminden
dort islem 6gretilmek Uzere baskentte Dartlmuallimin-i sibyan kurulmasi kararlastiriimistir.
Devlet mevcut sibyan hocalarini bu derslerden sinava tabi tutmaya baslamissa da bunlardan
yetersiz olanlarin yerlerine yeterlilerinin bulunmasinin miskil olacaginin farkindadir (BOA,
I..SD 10-484). istanbul’da Seraskerlik civarinda eski Basmahane binasi Dariilmuallimin-i
sibyan icin tahsis edilmistir (BOA, A.MHM.MKT., 437-89). istanbul Dariilmuallimin-i
sibyani’'ndan ilerde tasrada vyayginlastiriimasi disinilen Darldlmualliminlere muallim
yetistirmesi amaclanmis ve mevcut muallimlerin kisa zamanda yeni yontemleri 6grenmesi
istenmistir (Akyiiz, 2012: 181; Oztiirk, 1996: 9). Dariilmuallimin-i sibyan 6grencilerinin usdl-i
cedide lizere deneyim kazanmasi icin Nuriosmaniye’de numune mektebi acilarak bir tiir staj
gormeleri saglanmistir (Ergin, 1977: 468). 7 Temmuz 1872 tarihli mazbataya gore kadrolarda
yeniden diizenlemeler sebebiyle Darilmuallimin-i sibyan lagv edilmis ve tekrar aciimistir
(BOA, MF. iBT., 1-77).

Medreseler hari¢ egitim sisteminde genel bir yenilesme anlayisinin yansimasi olarak
1869'da Maarif-i Umumiye Nizamnamesi ¢ikarilmistir. Nizamnameye gore sibyan
mekteplerinde “us(l-i cedide tarziyla elifba, Kur’an-1 Kerim, Tecvid, Ahlaka iliskin resail, iim-i

Turkish History Education Journal, May 2022, 11(1), 56-73




YANARDAG

hal, Yazi talimi, Fenn-i hesap, Tarih-i Osmani, Cografya, Mallmat-1 Nafia” dersleri
okutulacaktir. Ayni nizamnamede baskentte blyik bir DarGlmuallimin agilacagi belirtilmis
ancak bu Darllmuallimin’in subeleri riisdiye, idadi, sultani olup sibyan subesi yoktur. Bunun
sebebi anlasiimamakla birlikte mevcut Dariilmuallimin-i sibyan ise faaliyetlerine devam
etmistir. Ayni nizamnamede kizlar igin agilacak Darilmuallimat’ta ise sibyan ve risdiye
subeleri vardir. Dartlmuallimat’in sibyan subesi icin programa konulan dersler de (“Maarif-i
Umumiye Nizamnamesi”, 1289: 184-219) us(l-1 cedit lzere egitimin bir devlet politikasi
olarak mifredata yansimasidir.

Osmanli Devleti 1872 yilinda donanimh muallimler yetistirmek igin vilayet merkezleri
ile ristiye mekteplerinin bulundugu mutasarriflik ve kaymakamliklarda gecici ve Ucretsiz
olarak maarif komisyonu adiyla imtihan heyeti olusturulup Darilmuallimi-i sibyan teskil
edilmesini istemistir (BOA, MF.iBT., 1-31). Tasrada Darilmuallimin-i sibyanlari
yayginlastirmak icin maarif meclisine konu ile gonderilen yazi lizerine 18 Temmuz 1875
tarihinde rapor hazirlanmistir. Raporda tasrada agilacak Darilmuallimin-i sibyanlarda gerekli
talim ve tedrisi, usul ve kurallari uygulamak (zere istenilen 6zelliklere sahip muallimler
bulunamayacagi belirtilerek istanbul Dariilmuallimin-i sibyan ve Darilmuallimin-i riistiye
talebesinden tedarik ve tayin edilmesinin uygun olacagl vurgulanmistir. Ayrica
gorevlendirilecek muallimler igin bir takim diizenlemelerin yapilmasi istenmistir. Tasra
Darllmuallimin-i sibyan mekteplerinde goérev alacak muallimlerin bulunduklari mevkiin
onemine gore Ucretlendirilmesi gerektigi, bazi imtiyazlar verildigi takdirde istenilen 6zellikte
muallimler bulunabilecegi belirtilmistir. Ristiye ve sibyan hocalarinin redif sinifi yani terhis
olup ihtiyatta bulunanlarinin silahaltina alinmamasi ve her sene uygulanan talimden istisna
edilmeleri, bes seneden fazla hiisnli hizmette bulunanlarin édillendirilmesi, vefat edenlerin
cocuk ve eslerine maaslar tahsis edilmesi gibi uygulamalar tavsiye edilmistir. Ayrica acilacak
Dartlmuallimin-i sibyanlarin 6gretmen, memur ve hizmetlilerinin maas ve masraflarinin
maarif sandiklarina birakildigi ancak her yerde bu sandiklarin bulunmadigina dikkat ¢ekilerek
once bu sandiklarin teskil edilmesi gerektigi belirtilmistir. Sandiklar teskil edilene kadar gecici
bir sire icin hi¢ olmaz ise muallim-i evvellerinin maaslarinin hazine-i celileden verilmesi
tavsiye edilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 30-67). Devlet oncelikle maarif madurliklerinin kuruldugu
yerlerde vilayet merkezlerinde Darilmuallimin-i sibyan agmaya dnem vermistir (Kodaman,
1991:152). Tasrada Dartilmuallimin-i sibyanlar 1875’ten itibaren 6nce Bosna, Girit, Konya’da
baslamistir. 1882°den sonra Sivas, Bursa, Amasya, Kastamonu, Kudis, Trabzon, Edirne’de,
Selanik, Kosova, Manastir, Aydin, Halep, Elazig, Erzurum, Musul, Van ve Bolu’da acilmistir
(Akytz, 2012: 250). Tasrada Darilmuallimin-i sibyani yayginlastirmaya calisan devlet
bunlardan birisini de 1892’de Adana’da agcmustir.

Adana Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan’in Agilmasi

ilk dnce ibtidai mektep acip sonra Dariilmuallimin-i sibyan acan Osmanli ayni
siralamayi Adana’da uygulamistir. Adana salnamesine goére maarifi gelistirmek icin sibyan
mektepleri acilarak mevcut egitim usulii 1slah edilmis, cocuklarin talim ve terbiyesinin ¢cagin
geregi oldugu bu nedenle gecen seneden beri Adana’da ibtidai mektepler acildig
belirtilmistir. Buradan Adana’da yeni usulde risdiye ve ibtidai mekteplerin 1880’den itibaren
acllmaya baslandigi anlasilmistir (“Salname-i Adana”, 1299:6-7). Yine mektepleri islah etmek
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ve yeni usull yayginlastirmak icin Adana’da Islah-1 Mekatib Cemiyeti kurulmustur (“Adana
Salnamesi”, 1299: 29-30).

ibtidai mektepler acildiktan sonra Adana’da ibtidailer icin 6gretmen yetistirme isine
on iki yil sonra baslanmistir. 31 Ekim 1892 tarihli Adana’da Darilmuallimin agilmasina dair
yazismalara gére maarif meclisi alti ylz kurusla Halil Efendi’'nin bu okula tayinini yapmistir.
ise baslama tarihiyle birlikte maasindan kesilmesi gereken aidatin ilgili makama génderilmesi
emredilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 153-118; “Salname-i Adana”, 1312: 131). 24 Kasim 1892 tarihli
bir diger belgede merkezden Adana maarif midirlGgune verilen bir cevapta Dartlmuallimin
mudavimlerine bir sey tahsis edilmedigi bildirilmis olup cevaptan bu okul igin bitceden bir
miktar ayrilmadigi, ekonomik sikintilar yasadigi ¢ikarimi yapilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 155-97).
Bu yazismalardan daha once tespit edilememis olan Adana Darilmuallimin-i sibyan
mektebinin kurulus tarihi 1892 olarak tespit edilmistir.

Usal-1 cedide 6grenmek lizere Darilmuallimin-i sibyana devama zorunlu olan vilayet
ve cevresindeki sibyan mektebi hocalari ve imamlar fakir kimseler olduklari i¢in bunlara
avariz varidatindan ayda otuz kurus maas verilmesi icin Adana valiligi tarafindan Nezarete
yazilmis, Nezaret ise 15 kurus verilmesini kararlastirmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 222-28). Usl-I
cedideyi yayginlastirmak isteyen Osmanli genel ekonomik sikintilar sebebiyle vilayetin
istedigi miktarda Gcret 6denmesini kabul etmemis, daha disiik bir rakam belirlemistir.

Adana Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan’da Muallimler ve Ogrenciler

1894 yilina ait Adana salnamesine gore Darlilmuallimin-i iptidaiye subesi muallimi
Halil Efendi olup 5 talebesi 1 hademesi vardir (“Salname-i Adana”, 1312: 131). 1898’de
muallim Hasan Saib Efendi gorevlidir, 6grenci sayisi belli degildir (“Salname-i Maarif”, 1317:
929). 1899-1903 yillari arasinda Hasan Saib Efendi muallimlige devam etmistir. 1899’da 3,
1900’da 2, 1903’te 10 6grencisi vardir. 1901 yili 6grenci sayisi salnamelerde verilmemistir
(“Salname-i Maarif”, 1318: 939; 1319: 355; 1321: 324; “Salname-i Adana”, 1318: 104).
Salnameler dizenli ¢gikmadigi icin bu yillar disindaki 6grenci sayisi tespit edilememis, tespit
edilenlerden ¢ok az 6grencisi oldugu anlasilmistir. Nezaretin genel emirlerinde okulun ne
zaman kuruldugu kag talebesi bulundugu, kac¢ talebe mezun ettigi, kag kisiye sehadetname
ve ehliyetname verdigine dair bilgiler istenilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 267-1). Ancak simdilik
buna dair yazismalarda herhangi bir bilgiye rastlanilmamistir.

Devlet usdl-1 cediti yayginlastirmak icin bir yandan Darllmuallimin agcmis, diger
yandan mevcut sibyan mektebi hocalarini bir tir hizmet ici egitim denilebilecek sekilde
Darilmualliminlerde mecburi egitimden gecirmis, egitimden gecirilen mevcut hocalara
itimatname, ehliyethame gibi belgeler vermistir. Bu konuda vyapilan dizenlemelere
deginmekte fayda vardir. Bunun icin ilk yasal dizenleme 1875’te “Dersaadet ve Bilad-I
Selasede Bulunan Mekatibi Sibyaniyenin idaresi icin Ahalice intihdb Olunacak A’zadan
Miirekkeb Olmak Uzere Teskil Olunacak Mecélis-i Tedrisiye ve Su’belerinin Suret-i Teskili ile
Vazifeleri Hakkinda Talimat”in dokuzuncu maddesinde yer almistir (Ozalp, 1982: 673). ikinci
dizenlemeyi 1881 tarihli “Rumeli-i Sarki Vilayeti’'nin Mebadi-i Tedris Hakkinda Kanun” ile
yapmistir. Daha sonraki dizenleme ise 1898 tarihli Maarif Salnamesinde yer alan “Bazi
Vilayatda Ba-irdde-i Seniyye Kiisad Olunmus Olan Darilmuallimin-i Sibyan Su’belerine Dair
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Talimat”in besinci maddesinde yapmistir. Ayrica muallim agigini kapatmak i¢cin muallim
olmak isteyen farkli okul mezunu olanlari Dariilmualliminlerde sadece almadigi derslerden
sinav yaparak ehliyethame veya itimatname vermistir. Bu talimatnamelerden ve cesitli
yazismalardan (BOA, MF.MKT., 556-29; 665-45) anlasildigi (izere baslangigta itimatname ve
ehliyetname kavrami ¢ok farkl degildir. Ancak gorevde bulunan muallimlere ve baska okul
mezunlarina verdigi itimatname veya ehliyetnamelerle iki yil DarGImuallimin’e devam eden
ve sinavlarda basarili olanlara verdigi sahadetname arasinda fark vardir. Asil amag
Dartlmuallimin mezunu olmaktir ancak yeterli 6gretmen olmadigi icin mevcut muallimlere
ve baska okul mezunlarina us(l-i cedit 6gretilmeye ¢alisilmistir (Yanardag, 2020: 510-531). Bu
uygulama Adana Dariilmuallimin-i sibyanda da gerceklesmistir.

itimatname almak isteyen Adana Dariilmuallimin dgrencisi ibrahim Efendi 23 Kasim
1894’te dilekge ile miiracaatta bulunmustur. U¢ dért aydir Dariilmuallimin’e devam eden
ibrahim Efendi daha 6nce riistiyede dort sene okumus Dariilmuallimin programinda bulunan
ve diplomasinda belirtilen dersleri ristiyede alip basarili oldugu icin benzerleri gibi imtihan
edilerek itimatname verilmesini istemistir. Ogrencinin dilekgesine cevap verilmis, tayin edilen
miimeyyiz heyeti yani bir sinav komisyonu tarafindan sinavinin yapilmasi ve itimatnamesinin
verilmesi istenmigtir (BOA, MF.MKT.,256-42). Yine benzer sekilde Karsindi nahiyesi Karakoy
mektebi Veli bin Hasan Efendi’'nin imtihaninin yapilmasi igin sinav komisyon Uyelerinin
secilmesi istenmistir. Karsindi midur vekili Salih Efendi’nin imzasiyla Darilmuallimin’e kayd
olunan Veli bin Hasan Efendi’nin talimatnamenin besinci maddesine gore imtihaninin
yapilmasi bildirilmistir. Bu gibi kdy hocalarinin iki sene tahsile zorunlu olmadiklari muallimlige
yeterli olduklarina kanaat edinildigi takdirde kendilerine birer itimatname verilmesi talimatin
besinci maddesinin geregi oldugu hatirlatiimistir. Darllmuallimin muallimi Halil Efendi
imtihanin usuliine gore yapildigini bildirmistir. Fakat komisyon Uyesi ibtidai mektebi ve idadi
mektebi muallimleri durumun aksi yonde oldugunu ilgili makamlara bildirmislerdir. Halil
Efendi imtihan sirasinda evraki komisyon Uyelerinden almis, cekmecesine koyarak imtihanda
bulunamayacagini bildirerek imtihani birakip gitmistir. imtihan yapilmadigi halde yapilmis
gibi evraki isleme koymustur (BOA, MF. MKT, 256-42).

Mesele Adana maarif meclisinde ele alinmis ve mifettisler tarafindan sorgulanmistir.
Halil Efendi’nin okul mevcudunun besten fazla olmasini istemedigi iddia edilmistir. Clnku
Halil Efendi mevcut programi ve 6zellikle tarih, cografya, hesap derslerini vermeye yeterli
olmadigi icin gelen talebeleri sicil defterine kaydetmemis ve bunlara gitmelerini soylemistir.
Bir senedir butlin cabalara ragmen daha once mektebe gelenler Halil Efendi’'nin bu
durumunu gordiiklerinden cesitli bahanelerle okulu terk etmislerdir. Artik okula talebe
gelmedigi icin talebe sayisi besi gecmemis, hatta ikiye diismustiir. Halil Efendi ayda 8-10 giin
mektebi agcmamis, actigl zaman dahi ders ile mesgul olmamis, iki saat sonra okulu
kapatmistir. Sadece itimatname almak icin gelen bazi imam ve muallimlerden biri ikisini
kabul etmekle yetinmis, tim giin dershanede talebenin giriltlsi ve uygunsuz davranislarina
meydan vermistir. Bu konuda kendisine uyarida bulunuldugu halde bir sonu¢ alinamamistir.
Mifettis raporlarindan sikayetlerin dogru oldugu anlasilmis ve Adana Maarif Muduriyeti
maarif meclisi tarafindan gérevden el cektirilip yerine idadi akaid-i diniye muallimi Ahmet
Efendi atanmistir (24 Ocak 1895). Adana maarif meclisinin bu karari maarif muddri
tarafindan daha ayrintih sekilde Nezarete bildirilmistir. Halil Efendi’'nin, yetersizligi,
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iktidarsizhgi, devamsizligi hakkindaki sikayetler, talimatnameye uymadigi hatta imtihan
heyetine hakaret ettigi ayrintilariyla yazilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42).

Halil Efendi hakkindaki sikayetler bunlarla sinirh degildir. Mektebe devam eden ve
kendilerine bir tlr burs denilebilecek Ucretler 6denen 6grencilerin Ucretlerinde kesintiler
yapmistir. Halil Efendi hakkindaki her sikayetin icinde mutlaka onun yetersizligine faydali
olmadigina deginilmistir. Tek bir suglama yerine birden ¢ok suglamalar yer almistir. Onun
bitlin bu yetersizlik ve usulsiizlikleri okula 6grenci gelmesine engel olmustur. Halil Efendi ise
tim bunlarin iftira oldugunu savundugu gibi lcret kesintisi konusunda 6grencinin okula
gelmedigi icin Ucretini kestigini iddia etmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42).

Gorevden alinan Halil Efendi geginemedigini haksiz yere parasinin verilmedigini ifade
eden bir dilekce ile Maarif Nezareti’'ne sikayette bulunmustur. Mesele Nezaret tarafindan
sorusturulurken istanbul’a giden Halil Efendi’nin isten el ¢ektirilmesinde acele edilmesinde
bir sebep goriilmemis, gorevine iade edilmesi, 6denmemis maaslarinin 6denmesi, yapilacak
tahkikatin Nezarete bildirilmesi Adana vilayetine emredilmistir. Halil Efendi goreve
dondikten birka¢ ay sonra Adana maarif midirid Nezarete gonderdigi raporunda bolgedeki
nifusa nisbetle ushl-1 cedit lzere ders verecek muallim sayisinin yetersiz oldugunu, tg yildir
bunun igin vilayette DarlGlmuallimin agildigini belirtmistir. Ardindan yine Halil Efendi’nin
tarih, cografya, hesab, Farsca derslerine asla yeterliligi olmadigi gibi okulu kapatmasi
sebebiyle okul mevcudunun on besi gegcmedigi azaldigi seklindeki sikayetler tekrar edilmistir.
Mektebe yeni 6grenci gelmemis, sadece devam etmesi mecburi olan mevcut ibtidai
muallimlerine sahadetname veya itimatname verilmistir. Halil Efendi’nin Konya ve Ankara
gibi sehirlerdeki muallimlerden biriyle becayis edilmesi Adana maarif mudiri tarafindan
istenilmistir (23 Haziran 1895). Konu ile ilgili cevap Nezaretten gecikmis, yeni ders dénemine
bir ay kaldigi icin maarif miduirl tekrar Nezarete yazmistir. Adana ve g¢evresinde yeni ibtidai
mektepleri yayginlastirmaya calisan mudir, Halil Efendi’nin bu durumu sebebiyle okulun
kalitesini arttirmak isterken ihtiyac duyulan muallimleri yetistirmede gecikmeye sebep
olmaktan kaginmaya calismistir. Bu nedenle Halil Efendi’nin verdigi Arapga dersleri Akaid
muallimi Riza Efendi’ye verilmis, bu durumun onaylanmasi gecikmistir (10 Agustos 1895). S6z
konusu becayis istegi Nezaret tarafindan uygun gorialmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42).

Ankara Daridlmuallimin muallimi Resat Efendi ile becayisi kabul edilmis fakat Resat
Efendi maddi sikintilari sebebiyle harcirahinin Adana’ya gitmeden Ankara’da iken verilmesini
istedigi icin gorev yerine gitmesi gecikmistir. 26 Eylil 1895’te Resat Efendi’nin istegi kabul
edilmis Resat Efendi’'nin harcirahinin Ankara’dan verilmesine karsilik Halil Efendi’nin
harcirahinin Ankara’dan verilmesi emredilmistir. Ancak Rasit Efendi 7 Kasim 1895’te hala
gorevine baslamamistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 256-42). Rasit Efendi’nin Ankara’daki maaslarinin bir
kismi 6denmemis ve ekonomik sikinti ceken Rasit Bey Adana’ya gelememistir. Durumu
Nezarete bildiren ve Adana’ya gelen Resat Efendi’nin 6denmemis maaslari Nezaretin emri
Uzerine odenmistir (BOA, MF.MKT.,310-59). Ankara’da goreve baslayan Halil Efendi
hakkindaki sikayetler ise bitmemis, Adana’ya ya da baska bir yere tayin edilmesi ve Resat
Efendi’nin geri getirilmesi istenmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 336-37).

Kisa bir siire Adana Dartlmuallimin’de muallimlik yaptig anlasilan Rasit Efendi’den
sonra 1896 yili sonlarinda Hasan Saib Efendi tayin edilmistir. Hasan Saib Efendi’nin daha 6nce
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Bodrum riisdiyesi muallim-i evveli oldugu, derse muktedir olmadigi ve 6grencilere kotu
sozler soyledigine dair sikayetler olmustur. Yash oldugu, agiga alinmasi uygun olmadigl ve
emeklilik stiresini doldurmasi igin Uglinci derecede bir mektebe tayin edilmesi istenmistir
(BOA, MF.MKT., 338-4). 21 Aralik 1896 tarihli bir yazida emeklilik stiresini doldurmak {izere o
sirada bogs bulunan Adana Darilmuallimin’ine yine sorunlu bir muallim Hasan Saib Efendi’nin
tayin edildigi anlasiimistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 345-43). Bu sirada Adana idadi mektebi
muallimlerinden Abdilhekim Efendi aldigi lcretin az oldugu, gecinemedigi icin maasi daha
yuksek olan ve o sirada bos olan Adana Darilmuallimin muallimligine tayin edilmek igin
talepte bulunmustur. Fakat kendisine Hasan Saib Efendi’nin atandigi bildirilmistir (BOA, MF.
MKT., 349-23)

Hasan Saib Efendi 6nce Gediz riisdiye mektebine tayin edilmisse de (BOA, MF. iBT.,
55-6) sonra 18 Ocak 1897’de Adana Dariilmualliminine tayin edilmistir (BOA, MF.IiBT., 58-6).
1898 yilinda Adana maarif miidiirii Nezarete ilging bir teklifte bulunmustur. Tabib Kanber
Efendi’nin egitimde cok yetenekli oldugu bu sebeple ibtidai muallimleriyle gereken talebeye
okuma yazma usullerini 6gretmek Uzere bir ayligina harcirahinin verilerek Adana’ya
getirilmesi istenmistir. Nezaret ise bu isin idadi ve Dartlmuallim muallimleriyle yapilmasi
gerektigini bildirerek reddetmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 406-27). Bu dénemde Darilmuallimin
muallimlerinden Danyal Efendi Adana ibtidai mektebinde fahri olarak muallimlik ve
mifettislik yapmakta olup odullendirilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 401-46). Yash olan Hasan Saib
Efendi 1900 yili yaz déneminde hastaligini belirten doktor raporuyla iki ay hava degisimi
istemis ve bu izin kendisine verilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 401-14). Ertesi yil yapilan
yazismalarda Hasan Saib Efendi hakkinda yashligindan dolayi ders vermeye iktidari olmadigi
ve mevcut 6grencinin dagilmasina sebep oldugu icin emekli edilmesi ya da baska bir yere
tayin edilmesi Adana maarif mudiri tarafindan istenmis ve Maarif Nezaretine bildirilmistir.
Hasan Saib Efendi iddialarin asilsiz oldugunu, devamsizligi bahanesiyle tesrinievvel maasinin
kesildigini ifade ederek karsi iddialarda bulunmustur. Maliye Nezareti bir memurun azlinde
kanuni sebeplere dayanmasi, ihtiyatli hareket edilmesi, midur ile arasindaki ihtilafin hangi
madde ve nasil delillerle hakli oldugunun vilayet tarafindan kesinlestiriimesi istenmis ve
izinsiz azlini, maas kesintisini meselenin asil mercii nezaret tarafindan kesinlestirilmedigi icin
dogru bulmamistir. Adana valisi ise meselenin sahsi olduguna karar vermis, iki tarafa gerekli
uyarilar yapildigini Nezarete bildirmistir. Bu yazismalar sirasinda hasta olan Hasan Saib Efendi
doktor raporuyla Adana’nin havasi iyi gelmedigi icin tekrar izin almistir. Hastaligi sebebiyle
talebeye iyi davranmadigl, talebeyi kacirdigi, uzun siire izinli oldugu icin Adana’da egitimin
zarar gordugl, ibtidai mekteplere gonderecek muallim bulunamadigl icin Adana maarif
mudurd tekrar Nezarete yazmistir. Yerine us(l-1 cedideye vakif ve zamanin ihtiyacini anlayan
Fatih Dersiam mezunlarindan Veli Efendi’nin Hasan Saib Efendi’nin yerine tayin edilmesini
istemistir (BAO, MF.MKT., 551-19). Hasan Saib Efendi hastalgl ve yaslhg sebebiyle 1904
yilinda doktor raporuyla alti ay izin istemis, maarif meclisi egitimin aksamamasi, vekil
atanmasi ve Hasan Saib Efendi’'nin yari maas almasi sartiyla izin vermistir (BAO, MF.MKT.,
793-42). Bu yazismalar sirasinda hasta olan Hasan Saib Efendi 6lmus, yerine Fatih dersiami
Veli Efendi vekalet etmistir. Bagka birinin asaleten tayin edilmesi istenmistir (BAO, MF. MKT.,
551-19).
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1905 Nisan ayinda Adana Darilmuallimin muallimligine atanan Bahaeddin Efendi
harcirahinin verilmesi icin Nezarete dilek¢e yazmis, Nezaret harcirahinin gittigi yerde
verilecegi cevabini yazmistir (BAO, MF. MKT. 851-63). Ancak Bahaeddin Efendi gorev yerine
geldikten bir slire sonra 1906 yilinda babasinin hastaligi ve 6limiu dolayisiyla Samsun’a
gitmek Uzere bir buguk ay izin almistir (BAO, MF. MKT. 930-68). izni sona erdiginde ise isleri
bitmedigi ve artik tatil donemi oldugu ve okulda 6grenci olmadigi gerekgesiyle izin slresi
uzatilmistir (BAO. MF.MKT., 947-9). Ardindan kisa bir siire sonra Bahaeddin Efendi Samsun
idadisi muallimlerinden Abdullah izzet Efendi ile becayis istemis, Nezaret kabul etmistir
(BAO, MF.MKT., 954-45). Ancak kisa bir siire sonra bu kez saglik sebepleriyle muallim
Abdullah izzet Efendi Adana Dariilmuallimliginden istifa etmis ve baska uygun bir gorev
verilmesini istemistir. Yerine Hacibektas Rustiyesi muallimi Feyzullah Efendi atanmistir (BAO,
MF. MKT., 898-1;924-72). Feyzullah Efendi 10 Mart 1909’da 6Imis yerine Hiseyin Efendi
Ucte iki maasla vekaleten tayin edilmistir. Yeni dlzenlemeye goére Darilmuallimin
mudurlGgiine ylksekokul mezunlarinin tayin edilecegi ifade edilmis ve bu nedenle sene
sonuna kadar Huseyin Efendi vekaleten tayin edilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 1129-59). 11 Ekim
1909’da Huseyin Husnu Efendi midir, muallim-i evvelligine Mustafa Asim Efendi tayin
edilmistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 246-54). Ancak Mustafa Asim Efendi géreve baslamadan Eylil
1909’da istifa etmistir (BAO, MF.MKT., 255-9). Kasim 1909’da Sevket Efendi tayin edilmistir
(BAO, MF. iBT.275-30)

Osmanl tasrada usul-1 cediti yayginlastirmak lzere agtigl okullardan biri olan Adana
Darilmuallimin-i sibyan mektebi yetismis muallim yetersizlig§inden dolayi istikrarli bir donem
gecirmemistir. Muallimlerin yashhgi ve yetersizligi ve talebenin azlig1 belgelere yansimistir.
Adana Darllmuallimin’de egitimi etkileyen bir baska mesele iklimdir. Mayis basindan Eylll
ortasina kadar havanin sicak olmasi sebebiyle talebenin yaylaya, ciftliklere gittigi egitimin
aksamamasi igin bu aylarin bolgenin 6zelliginin dikkate alinarak tatil edilmesi maarif miduri
tarafindan 18 Nisan 1906’da merkeze bildirilmis ve uygun gérilmdistir. Bir baska mesele ise
Darilmuallimin 6grencilerinin genellikle medrese talebesinden gelmis olmalaridir. Medrese
aliskanliklari sebebiyle talebelerin (¢ aylarda mektebe devam etmemeleri Adana’da sikinti
olusturmustur. Maarif muduarligt bu gercegin farkinda oldugu icin ramazan ayi gelmeden
Darilmuallimin’de imtihanlarin yapilmasini istemistir (BOA, MF.MKT., 931-57). Devlet usl-i
cedit Uzere medrese anlayisi disinda bir egitim sistemi gelistirmeye calismakla birlikte
medrese anlayisi yada aliskanhgi kolaylikla ortadan kalkmamustir.

Sonug

Osmanl Devleti usul-i cediti yayginlastirmak (izere tasrada ibtidai mektepler acarken
bu mektepler icin muallim yetistirmek (zere vilayet merkezlerinde hi¢c degilse bir tane
Darilmuallimin agmaya calismistir. Bunlardan biri de daha 6nce agilma tarihi yil olarak tespit
edilmemis olan Adana Dariilmuallimin-i sibyanidir. Salnameler ¢ok diizenli ¢ikmadigi igin
Adana Darilmuallimini’nin  kurulus tarihi salnamelerde yer almamistir. Ancak arsiv
belgelerinde yapilan arastirmada okulun 1892’de acildigi tespit edilmistir. Acildigi glinden
itibaren Adana Darlilmuallimini salnamelerden tespit edildigi lizere ¢ok az sayida 6grenciye
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sahip olmustur. Bazi yillarda hi¢ 6grenci sayisi verilmemistir. Bunun baski hatasindan mi
yoksa 6grenci olmadigl icin mi verilmedigi tam olarak anlasilamamistir. Bununla birlikte
o0grencinin olmama ihtimali yliksek gorilmustir. Clinkl yukarida ayrintilariyla agiklanan arsiv
belgelerindeki yazismalardan Dariilmuallimin muallimleri hakkindaki sikayetlerden bdyle bir
sonu¢ ortaya c¢ikmaktadir. Ayrica Adana Darlilmuallimin’in 1908 yilina kadar kac¢ 6grenci
mezun ettigi de simdilik tespit edilememistir. Genel emirlerde devlet bu tiir bilgileri
istemekle birlikte buna dair bilgilere arsiv belgelerinde rastlaniimamistir.

Hakkinda sikayet olan muallimleri yerel maarif idaresi goérevden alsa da Nezaret bu
tlr gérevden almalara sicak bakmamistir. Bastan beri us@l-1 cedide Gzere muallim bulmanin
zorlugunun farkinda olan Osmanh bu nedenle mevcut muallimlerin goérev yerlerini
degistirmekle yetinmistir. Zira gérevden aldiklarinin yerine atanacak yeterli sayida muallim
yoktur. Tasrada acilacak Dartlmualliminler igin yapilan genel yazismalarda bu yetersizlik
yaziya dokiilmustlir. Hatta yetersiz olanlarin muavin olarak gorevlendirilmesi istenmistir.

Tim bu bilgi ve belgelerden anlasilan sudur; Osmanh Devleti us(l-1 cedit becerisine
sahip muallim bulmakta ve yetistirmekte zorluk ¢ekmistir. Adana Darilmuallimin muallimleri
hakkindaki defalarca yapilan sikayetler salnamelerde ¢ok az olan okul mevcudunun neden az
oldugunu agiklamaktadir. Yine yazismalardan anlasildigina gore okula talep olmakta ancak bu
muallimlerin tutumu sebebiyle talebe kagmaktadir. Stiphesiz okulun gok az 6grencisi olmasini
sadece bu iki muallimin davranisiyla aciklamak eksik bir degerlendirme olacaktir. Gelen
ogrencilerin bir kisminin medreselerden gelmesi nedeniyle medrese aliskanliklari, Adana’nin
sicak ikliminin getirdigi sikintilar, ¢cok az sayida olan muallimlerin ¢ok yash olmasi bu iklimde
sikinti yasamalari, atanan o6gretmenlerin harcirahinin gorev yerlerine gittikten sonra
verilmesi, ekonomik sikintilar, okulun acildigi dénemin hasat mevsimi olmasi 6grencilerin
okula devam etmesini engelleyen diger sebepler olarak tespit edilmistir. Bu baglamda
Adana’da 1908 yilina kadar usdl-1 cedit tGzere muallim yetistirmenin fazla basarilh olmadigi
soylenebilir.

Cikar Catismasi Beyani: Yazar c¢ikar ¢atismasi olmadigini beyan eder.
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