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The Factors that Led to the Taliban’s Return to Power and the
Future of Afghanistan

“)Lalgd Ol das

03NS

Sl dhse b e 890 S B pas 033948 BN 1y 95 @Yoy 9 Bl 1y IS Wb Sua Yl oY 3 ass
£33 3lud Suz Ulyz 33 Kupal lalhs 5 QWb b @bia 03,50 @ (Six galadl Bilas 5 o Slals
QWb agd Sl 33 1B 5 (i SIS (Hel 13 gl CagSo 658 IS Qudlidl CngSo 30 (S
Ol 3y 53 Syl "Slilas Canliw” st e ls b ddlane Olgis B 09,5 () 3 dilaia laygdS oles
el 9 QU CugSe MU G Cusg i S b ablie 0955 () Samme Susesy Dy &y Gl slanygSe
ol 5333 35 5555 ) 55 (e o 5 el (300 BB &) Sl dsale sl SS

U g sl asls QU (sl oS el 1 gudS g o3lg

Abstract

After 20 years of war, the Taliban announced that they were the winners by capturing Kabul.
There are significant factors that helped the Taliban to be a hegemon in Afghanistan, such as
lack of an influential Afghan army, the economic cost of the war, continuing financial support
to the Taliban, the mistakes made by the USA during the war, corruption, and ethnic diversity
of Afghanistan government, change in the war and ethnic politics of Taliban, establish illegal
governments by cheating in the elections, support of global and regional states to Taliban
against ISIS, appeasement policy of the USA towards Taliban and Taliban's commitment to
distancing with al-Qaeda. If international society recognizes the Taliban and continues to
give foreign aid to Afghanistan, there would be relative peace and stability in the country.

Keywords: USA, Afghanistan, Taliban, ISIS, International Society.
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STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

In 1992, Mujahideen came to power in Afghanistan. However, instead
of keeping the order in the country, Mujahideen could not share the
power among themselves and dragged Afghanistan into civil war. The
Afghan people who were tired of war and instability were searching for
“a savior” at that time. Just at this time, the Taliban emerged with the
claim of ending the civil war by collecting weapons and restoring order
in Afghanistan, and in a short time captured Kabul and established the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (1994-1996).

The Taliban has not been recognized by the international community,
as it suspends the political, social and economic rights of the people by
narrowly interpreting religion along with hosting radical groups. After
the attack happened in Sept. 11, the Taliban protected its ally, Al-Qaeda,
and did not hand over the leader of al-Qaeda, Osama Bin Laden, to the
United States. The USA launched the “Operation Enduring Freedom”
against Al-Qaeda and against the Taliban as part of “self-defense”, and
as a result of the operation, the Taliban regime was overthrown and a
new government supported by the USA and the international community
was established in its place. Even though the Taliban regime had fallen
down, they continued the war with different methods and at this point,
it defeated the Afghan government and dominated Afghanistan again,
despite the fact that the US troops were not in Kabul. There are many
reasons why Taliban has been the dominative power again.To give some
example; The USA’s failure to allow the establishment of a strong and
morale Afghan army, the economic cost and human loss of the war,
the USA's failure to the fight against the Taliban's financial resources
adequately and the mistakes it made during the war, the corruption and
ethnic discrimination of the Afghan government, Afghanistan’s political
failure to establish a governmental system according to their social and
social structures, the establishment of illegal governments by fraudulent

December + 2021 + 5 (2) + 433-455 m

rcoeql corml |



rcoea cormif |

Jliwileal @aiti g gl aaan gauw) ajad ar 5la)giala

elections, the Taliban's war tactics, the support provided by global
and regional powers to the Taliban in the war against DAESH, and the
appeasement policy pursued against the Taliban with the change of the
other one in the US foreign policy are the important factors that cause
the Taliban to dominate again.

The most important one of these factors is the “appeasement
policy” of the USA. When the USA realized that it would be incapable of
destroying the Taliban, it developed a policy of appeasement and tried
to make concessions to the Taliban within the framework of this policy.
The reason why the USA made concessions to the Taliban is in order
to make peace between them and Afghan government and to withdraw
from Afghanistan in an honorable manner. Donald Trump, who was
elected as the President of the USA in 2016, wanted to meet with the
Taliban directly, saying that “the USA should withdraw its troops from
Afghanistan or it will fall into the position of the USSR". After nearly 2
years of talks, the USA signed the “Doha Agreement” with the Taliban
on February 29, 2020. In the agreement, the United States promised
to withdraw from Afghanistan within 14 months when the specified
conditions were fulfilled, and the Taliban, on the other hand, promised
that it would not allow the territory of Afghanistan to be used against
the United States and its allies by cutting its ties with other terrorist

organizations, especially with its ally, Al-Qaeda.

The Doha Agreement provided the Taliban with international
legitimacy, and the US ceased air operations with the release of 5000
Taliban fighters within the framework of the treaty, which strengthened
the Taliban in the field. Joe Biden, who was elected President of the
USA in 2021, announced that the USA will withdraw all its soldiers until
September 11, 2021, before peace is established between the Afghan
government and the Taliban. The Taliban took this decision of the USA
as an opportunity presented with a golden platter and accelerated
their attacks. As a result of the attacks, it started to take control of the
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Districts and then the Provinces. The USA did not interfere with the rapid
advance of the Taliban and when the former Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani escaped, the Taliban captured Kabul (August 15) and dominated
Afghanistan again. The today’s Taliban are in a much stronger position
than the Taliban in the 1990s, as they again dominate Afghanistan, by
defeating the United States, NATO, and the government they support.
This is because currently, there has been no force found in Afghanistan
to balance the Taliban. Therefore, in the next period, both domestic and
foreign policies of Afghanistan will be shaped in line with the directives
and targets of the Taliban. The Taliban have seized power by force, so
there are some problems in the way of maintaining their power. In this
context, the fact that the Taliban government is not recognized by any
state and the international community, the people of Afghanistan are
faced with a humanitarian crisis due to the cessation of foreign aid to
Afghanistan, and the increase in the activities of the DAESH-Khorasan
branch in Afghanistan are important problems.

The international community and global and regional states impose
certain conditions in return for the Taliban government’'s recognition.
Along with this context, they want the Taliban to distance itself from
terrorist organizations by allowing the establishment of a pluralistic
government that respects human/women’s rights. The Taliban practically
constitute the government of Afghanistan and are responsible for the
situation and developments in Afghanistan. Relative peace and security
can be achieved in Afghanistan if the Taliban government provides the
support of the international community to Afghanistan by taking serious
steps with the Afghan people in line with the wishes of the international
community. Otherwise, there is a high probability that the people of
Afghanistan will face a humanitarian crisis and that Afghanistan will
return to the home of terrorism, and will be exposed to civil war and
new occupations. The direction in which Afghanistan will move depends
entirely on the Taliban in terms of internal actors.
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