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IT nci Diinya Savagi oncesi Tiirk dig politikas: iizerine birgok
inceleme bulunmaktadir. Bizde bu devredeki incelememizi iki Ameri-
kan belgesi iizerine dayandiracagiz. Belgelerden birincisi 20 Subat
1937 tarihini tagimaktadir! 1937 yiinda Tirk dig politikasini incele-
yen bu belge Istanbul’daki elgilikten Amerikan Disigleri Bakanhgma
yazilmgtir. Eski Disigleri Genel Sekreteri Numan Menemencioglu’nun
konugmalarmin bir analizi niteligindedir. Ikinci belge ise 4 Agustos
1939 tarihini tagimaktadir?, Gene Istanbul’daki Amerikan Elgiligin-
den Amerika Digigleri Bakanhigina yazilmig olan rapor, devrin Bas-
bakam Ismet Inénii’niin Cumhuriyet Halk Partisinin agihg konugma-
stmn ve Dagigleri Bakani §iikrii Saragoglunun Tiirkiye Biiyiikk Millet
Meclisinin kapamginda yaptigi konugmanm incelenmesi geklindedir.

Bu iki belgeyi incelememizin bir diger nedeni Atatiirk’iin son
zamanlardaki Tirk dig politikas: ile hemen 6liimiinden sonra ileri sii-
riilen dig politika tercihlerinde siirekliligin olup olmadigim ortaya koy-
maktir.

I- Numan Menemencioglu'nun dis politika analizleri.

Inceleyecegimiz birinci belge yukarda belirttigimiz gibi Numan
Menemencioglu’nun Amerikan elgiligi Konsolosu Mr. Shaw ile yap-
t1g1 konugmalara dayanmaktadir.

Bilindigi gibi 1935’lerden sonras: Italyan tehlikesinin Akdeniz’de
agir bir bigimde hissedildigi bir devreyi kapsamaktadir. Menemen-
cioglu Ingiliz ve Italyanlar arasindaki centilmenler anlagmasinin
Dogu Akdeniz’de durumu iyilestirdigini soylemekte, ancak Bat1 Ak-

1 Doc. 767.68119 /988, February 1937, Conversation with Numan Menemencioglu,
Secretary General of the Foreign Office.
2 Doc. 767.00/87, August 4, 1939, Turkish Foreign Relations and Policies
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deniz’de Ispanya’mmn yarattifi karmaga nedeniyle durumun kétiiye
gittigini kimsenin ne olacagini kestiremedigini belirtmektedir. Tabii asil
tehlike Almanya’dan gelmekte ve Ingiltere ise yeniden silahlanana
‘kadar sessiz kalmay tercih etmektedir. Almanya’nin Fransa ile ¢atig-
mas1 Rusya ile yaptigi anlagmaya dayanmaktadir. Ancak anlag-
manin ige yaraylp yaramayacag bilinmemektedir. Numan Mene-
mencioglu Almanlar ne kadar ileri gidebilecekleri konusunda Avrupa-
hlar1 denediklerini séyleyerek, Danzig koridoruna saldirabilecekleri
kugkusunu dile getirmektedir. Diger bir ilging yorum ise; Almanlarin
“Hayat Sahas1” politikasina kargi Ingilizlerin ham maddelere ulagabil-
meleri igin eski Alman kolonilerini geri vermeye yanagmak niyetinde
olmadiklarmin belirtilmesi ve bu durumda diger iilkelerinde sémiirge-
lerini geri isteyeceklerinin agiklanmasidir. Bu durumda giiglenmig
olan Almanya, Cekoslavakya ve Ruslarla savaga girerken, Batih
giicler sirt1 iistii yatabileceklerdir.

Bogazlarla ilgili olarak Italyanlarin Montreux Sézlesmesi konu-
sundaki tutumlarina gelince; Numan bey’e gore birisi pek acik olmi-
yan, ikincisi ise tehlikeli olabilecek iki tutum gérmek miimkiin olmak-
tadir. 11k isteklerinde Italyanlar sézlesmeyi yapan Devletlerle esit
olarak sozleymeden faydalanmak istemektedirler. Tiirkiye zaten ken-
dilerine sozlesmeye katilan Devletlerin digerleriyle esit olarak ce-
sitli haklardan yararlanabileceklerinden sz etmistir. Numan bey bunu
anlamamaktadir. Ikincisinde ise Italyanlar antlaymaya Japonya’min
Milletler Cemiyetine koydugu ¢ekincelere uygun olarak katilmak iste-
mekteler. Bundan anlagilmas: gereken ise, Tiirk Dagigleri Bakami Dr.
Aras’m Italya’min Habegistan’daki durumunu hukuken tammas: igin
wsrar edilmesi. Tiirkiye bu konuyu ancak Cenevre’de coziilecegini be-
lirtmekte.

Numan bey, Almanlarinda Montreux konusunda kendilerini
ziyaret ettigini belirterek; Bogazlarda Alman cikarlarimn taninma-
digim ileri siiren Alman Elgisine, Montreux’niin Lausanne ile ilgili
oldugunu ve Lausanne’in silinmesi imkansiz bir barig antlagmasi ol-
dugunu agikladigim soylemektedir. Numan bey Almanya’nin bogaz-
lardaki tarihi gikarlarindan bahseden Alman elgisinin yasal haklardan
bahsetmedigini, siyasi bir takim istekler ileri siirdiifiinii ve bu siyasi
isteklerin ise Rusya’yr zorlamaya yonelik oldugunu belirterek bu ko-
nuda Tiirkiye’nin egemenliginin diigiiniilmedigini ileri siirmektedir.
Tiirkiye, savas gemilerine bazi haklar tammgdir. Ancak taninan
haklar Sézlesmenin gésterdigi simrlar icindedir. Eger Almanya bir
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gekince koyarak Sozlesmeye saldiracak olursa Tiirkiye Almanya'ya
kargi bogazlar kapamak zorunda kalacaktir. Barig durumunda her-
hangi bir sorun yoktur, ancak bir savag durumunda eger bu savag Al-
manya ve Rusya arasinda ise Tiirkiye tarafsiz kalacaktir. Bu durumda
her iki tarafin filosu bogazlardan gecemiyecektir. Eger, Tiirkiye
Rusya’dan taraf ise Rus donanmasi, Almanya’dan yana taraf ise Al-
man donanmasi bogazlardan gececektir. Goeben ve Breslau’nun I nci
Diinya Savasindaki durumlari ileri siiriildiigiinde ise, Menemencioglu
olaylarin ve durumun degisik oldugunu ileri siirerek, Tiirkiye’nin o
zamanla herhangi bir uluslararasi baglantisi bulunmadigim belirte-
cektir.

Almanya’min Tirk pazarim ele gegirmesi konusunda ise Mene-
mencioglu Shaw’a, Tiirkiye'nin herhangi bir iilke ile tamamen veya
kismen ekonomik ve siyasal baglar i¢ine girmesini tasvip etmedigini
belirtmektedir. Mr. Schacht’a Tirkiye’'nin digsatimlariu denetime
alacak onlemlere bagvuracagim acikladigim séylemektedir. Digsatim-
larin gesitlendirilmesi hususunda Ingiltere ve Hollanda’ya dogru bir
¢aba sarfedildigini belirterek konuyu Celal Bayar’a ve Faik Kurtoglu-
na aksettirdigini agiklamaktadir. -Menemencioglu Almanlar’in yiik-
sek fiyatla mal almalar1 karsisinda diger iilkelerden yapilan ithalat
icin bir ikramiye sistemi olmaktadir, digalimlar igin de aym ikramiye
sistemi Menemencioglu tarafindan diigiiniilmektedir. .

Yugoslav-Bulgar Antlagmasiyla ilgili olarak Numan Menemen-
cioglu konunun Yugoslavlar tarafindan kendilerine getirildigini be-
lirterek. verilen cevabin béyle bir antlagmanin Bulgaristam yalmzlik-
tan kurtaracag ve Balkanlar diginda bagka bir giigle isbirligi yapmasini
onleyecegi seklinde oldugunu belirtmektedir. Tiirkiye’nin Bulgaris-
tan’la bir anlagmasi zaten bulunmaktadir. Ancak o devirde Bulgaris-
tan’n Yunanistan’la ve Romanya ile sorunlari vardir. Yugoslav ve
Bulgar birlesmesi ise Bulgaristan’daki hanedan yiiziinden miimkiin
goziikmemekiedir. Yugoslavya, Berlin’in etkisine karsi koyabilmek
icin arkada saglam bir Tiirk, Bulgar ve Yunan birlesmesine gerek-
sinme duymaktadir.

II- Savas Baslangicinda Tiirkiye’'nin Tutumu

Amerikalilarin Inénii ve Siikrii Saragoglu’nun konugmalarindan
gikardigr yorumlar daha savagin baglangicinda Tiirkiye’nin, tarafsiz,
saldiriy1 reddeden, insancil politikanin savagin sonuna kadar devam
edecegini gostermektedir.
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Inénii’niin uluslararasi ortam hakkindaki goriigleri goyle ozet-
lenmigtir. Bir¢ok iilke aniden ¢ikacak firtinadan etkileneceklerdir.
Varolan giivensizlik ortami sonsuza dek siirmeyecektir. Tiirkiye, ulus-
lararas: giivenligi yeniden saglayacak herhangi bir ¢éziime olumlu yak-
lagacaktir. Ancak, bu ¢6ziimiin baghca hedefi daha kiigiik iilkelerin
bagimsizlik ve hiir olarak varolma haklarimin garantiye alinmas: ol-
malidir. ‘Asla kabul edilmeyecek husus kiigiik insan gruplarimin daha
biiyiikleri tarafindan yutulmalaridir. Bu insanlarin ve kiigiik iilkelerin
varhg biitiin insanligin kabul edecegi bir kurala baglanmaldir. Tiir-
kiye’nin barig arayigi onu kendisi gibi ayni ilke ve idealleri tagiyan iil-
kelerle ortak bir cephe kurmaya yoneltmistir. Bu durum Tiirkiye’nin
Balkan Paktina ve Sadabat Paktina girigini agiklamaktadir. Tiirkiye
Ingiltere ile ittifak yapmugtir. Kendi giivenligini ilgilendiren her alan-
da yeni baglar kurmaktan ¢ekinmiyecektir. Tiirkiye, komsularinin gii-
venligiyle yakindan ilgilidir. Onlar: tehdid eden ortamin ilerde ken-
dine yansiyacagi kamsindadir. Inénii, Sovyetler Birligi ve Tiirkiye
arasindaki iligkilere dikkati g¢ekerek her iki iilkenin birbirlerinin gii-
venligi ve refahinda ortak gikarlari oldugunu ayrica belirtmektedir.
Fransa ile ilgkilerde olumlu yondedir. Tiirkiye istekleri diginda yeni
bir miicadele bagladiginda, biitiin tehlikelere ragmen, ortak idealleri
olan ve hayati gikarlar1 paylagtig1 iilkelerle birlikte miicadeleye gire-
cektir.

Inénii, London Daily Telegraph ve Morning Post gazetelerine
verdigi demeclerde, Tiirkiye-Ingiltere arasindaki kargihikh yardim
antlagmasma deyinerck; Tiirkiye ve Ingiltere’nin giiglerinin bir bir-
lerine gerektigini, Ingiltere’nin durumunun Akdeniz’de zayiflamast
durumunda Tirkiye’nin zorlanacagimi soylemektedir. Balkanlarda
barigin siirekliligi agissindan Bulgaristan’in Balkan Paktina katilmas:
Tiirkiye’nin tercihleri arasindadir.

Dasigleri Bakami Siikrii Saragoglu, Tiirkiye Biyiik Millet Meclisin-
de yaptigi konugmasinda barigin insanhga getirecegi faydalardan soz
etmektedir. Ancak Tiirkiye herhangi bir savaga ve getirecegi zafere
hazirdir. Tiirkiye uzun seneler barig1 tarafsiziik politikas: giiderek siir-
diirmeye ¢aliymigtir. Daha énceki bu durum yakin geligmelerle degis-
migtir. Baz iilkelerin olup bittilerle varliklarinin ortadan kalkmasina
Tiirkiye tarafsiz bir gozle bakamiyacaktir. Merkezi Avrupa’daki gelig-
~meler Ttirkiye’yi milli giivenligi konusunda yeni énlemler almiya itmis-
tir. Tiirkiye’nin barig cephesinde yer almasinda ne ham maddesi nede
ige yarar bir minerali olan Arnavutlugun iggali 6nemli bir rol oynamis-
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tir. Bunun sonucu Tiirk-Ingiliz kargihikli Yardim antlaymasi dogmus-
tur. Alman basiminin bu antlagmay: elestirmesi kargisinda Saragoglu,
Hitlerin, “Kavgam” adli kitabinda Alman halkina Ingiltere ile birles-
meyi O6nerdigini belirterek, Alman halkina iyi olarak tavsiye edilen
bir geyin Tiirk halkina kétii olmasimi hi¢ bir mantik kabul etmez de-
mektedir. Tiirkiye’nin “barig cephesine” katilmas: sadece Arnavut-
lugun iggali nedeniyle degildir. Tiirkiye, Fransa ve Ingiltere, Abisina
Savaginda, Montreux Konferansinda ve Nyon Konferansinda igbir-
ligi yapmuglardir. Saragoglu’da Inénii gibi Sovyetler Birligiyle Tiirki-
yenin yakin iligkilerine dikkati ¢ekerek, “her uluslararasi olay bu iki
giicii aym sirada bulmustur”, demektedir. Potemkin’in ziyareti sira-
sinda her iki iilkenin aym olaylara aym reaksiyonlar gosterdigi vur-
gulanmigtir. Balkan Pakti bu boélgede barigin koruyucusu olmaktadir.
Ancak Tiirkiye biitiin giiglerle dostga geginmek niyetindedir, [talya
ve Almanya dahil.

Tiirkiye’nin bu devrede Ingiltere ve Fransa ile imzalayacag kargi-
Iikli yardim antlagmasinda bazi duraksamalar oldugu dikkati gek-
mektedir. Rapordan anlagildigi kadanyla Tiirkiye, Ingiltere ve Fran-
sa’min Sovyetler Biligi ile anlagmasini beklemektedir. Askeri damgma
konusunda ise Ingiliz heyetine gekingen davranilirken, Fevzi Cak-
mak’in Fransiz Dogu giigleri komutanm1 General Huntziger’i ¢ok olum-
lu kargiladigina dikkati gekmektedir. Kara ordular arasindaki igbirligi
Fransa tarafindan, hava ve deniz kuvvetlerinin esgiidiimiiniin ise In-
giiiz—Tiirk goriigmeleriyle saglanacagi raporda belirtilmistir. Ingiliz
ve Fransiz askeri makamlarinin Tiirkiye’ye askeri yardimlarda te-
reddiit ettikleri nokta, Tiirk ordusunun biiyiik modern teghizat ag-
gidir. Tirk Yiiksek Komutasinin fiziksel ve entellektiiel agidan yeni-
lenmesi ise iilkenin Genel Kurmay Bagkanimin durumu nedeniyle,
rapora gore, bir bagka zorluk yaratmaktadir. Raporda alt kisma
diigiilen bir nota Ingiltere’nin Tiirkiye’'ye Amerika’dan gerekli silah-
lar1 almas: igin yeterli miktarda fon vereceginin duyuldugu bildiril-
mektedir.

Tiirkiye’nin Almanya ve Italya ile iligkileri konusunda ise, Tiirki-
ye'nin Italya ile iligkilerinin eskisi gibi devam ettigi belirtilirken Tiirk-
Alman iligkilerinin Almanya’nmin 6ngérdiigii bigimde belirsiz oldugu
vurgulanmaktadir. Alman askeri yardimlari konusunda bazi anlag-
mazhklar oldugu belirtilirken, altmig uzun menzilli skoda topundan
sadece ikisinin ve altmig Messerschmidt ugagindan ise higbirinin teslim
edilmedigi ileri siiriilmektedir. Ticaret konusunda ise Almanya tara-
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findan taahhiit edilen yiiz milyon Markhk kredinin Tiirkiye’ye teslim
edilmedigi, Almanya’nin Tiirkiye ticaretini eline gegirmek igin her-
tiirlii cabay1 gosterdigi, Tiirkiye’nin ise yeni yollar aramakta oldugu
raporda belirtilmekte.

Ingiliz-Tiirk kargihkli yardim antlagmasimin imzalanmasindan
sonra, Tiirk Hiikiimetinin aldig1 6nlemler arasinda Alman asilh kimse-
lerin Tiirkiye’de galigmalari azaltma yoluna gidildigi belirtilmekte-
dir. Alinan ikinci énlem ise Alman ve Italyanlarin ézellikle Tiirkiye’-
nin baz1 boélgelerinde dolagmalarinin 6nlenmesidir. Rapordan 6gre-
nildigine gére buna en ¢ok Alman arkeologlar iiziilmiislerdir.

SONUG

Amerikan elgiligi mensubu J.V.A. MacMURRAY tarafindan
hazirlanan biri Devlet kurucusu Atatiirk devrinde, ikincisi onun 1938’-
de vefatindan soura yerine gecen Milli Kurtulug Savag1 arkadag: Is-
met Inéni’niin Cumhurbagkanhg déneminde yeralan iki ayri rapo-
run icerigini vermeye caligtik. Ortaya ¢ikan resim Tiirkiye'nin “barig
cephesi” dedigi Ingiltere ve Fransa’nin yaninda olmaya 1937’lerde ka-

“rar vermi§ oldugu ve bu kararin daha sonraki devrede degismedigi
seklindedir. Almanya ve Italya’ya kargi denge siyaseti giiderken kendini
Balkan Pakti ve Sadabat Pakti ile giivenceye almigtir. Bogazlar ko-
nusunda ise Tiirkiye'nin tavizsiz oldugunu goériiyoruz. Bogazlar poli-
tikasindaki- bu tutumu giiniimiize kadar siire gelmistir. Tiirkiye’nin
ve biitiin Bati Diinyasinin yamildig: tek nokta Sovyetlerin-Almanya
ile Ittifaka girmesi olacaktir. Bu geliyme 1941’lere kadar Tiirkiye'ye
korkulu anlar yasatacaktir. Olay milli ¢ikarlarin ideolojilerin istiinde
yeralmasindan bagka birgey degildir. Ikinci Diinya Savagina giden
yolda demagoglarin giiriiltiisii bu gergegi kisa siirede olsa insanlara
unutturmug olabilir. Cevresinde olup bitenden haberdar olan Tiirki-
ye, barigct politikasini siirdiirmii, uluslararas: politikanin ve yapilan
garanti antlagmalar1 geregi savaga girme blofiinii zaman zaman ileri
siirmiistiir. Oysa, izledigi denge politikasini 1945’lerde kadar siirdii-
recektir. Ozetle, Tiirkiye’nin baz1 yazarlar ileri siirdiikleri gibi kagaga
giiresen bir tarafsiz olmadigini® aksine milli ¢ikarlarina uygun akilel
bir politika siirdiirdiigiinii kabul etmek gerekir.

3 Frank G. Weber, The Evasive Neutral, University of Missouri Press, Columbia, 1979.
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~o . "Numan Bey first of all apalysed the Kuropean
eituation, He said that as a result of the British-
r intlum'p agreement and the Turkdsh-Italian
conversations which followed logically from that
agreement, the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean
bhad g-n.tiy improved. In the Western Mediterranean,
o‘lgouru, with the Spanish méss, thﬁn seemed to
807 _wors¥® Wll-the time and nobody co say what
would or would not happen. Naturally, the great
problem in Burope is Germany and everything that
the other edumiries do.seems calculated to ad o
the German game, England -clearly will avold
any real stand on until she has re- 5
armed. .In France German contention that the
progene- Efiropean crisis is due to the Franco-Soviet
treaty 1s, strange as it may seem, beginning to find
supporters. At any rate, the Fremch have not con-
cluded the military sgreements called for under
their treaty with the Soviets and the latter are ™ .
therefore in a state of compléte uncertainty as to
whether the treaty is worth anything at all. The
Italians are sometimes with the Germans and some-
times with the English. Europe, in short, is in a
state of complete 'incorrection' with the Germans
constantly trying to see just how far they can go
and desiring to go just ds far as possible before
England 1s in a position to take a definite stand.
Numan Bey expressed anxiety lest some sort of German
attack on the 'Corridor' be launched in the more
immediate future. As to giving Germany back her
colonies, he sald he thought the knglish weren't so
enthusiastic over these territories as to be un- @
will to part with them, but if she did so, some
very ticklish problems would arise, Other countries
wo! put in a claim for colonies and 'insist on
'access to raw materials' and where would the mrocess
stop? And if th® colonies were returned to Germany,
it would certainly be impossible for the Western
Powers to sit back while a strenghened Germany went
to war with the Soviets and Czechoslovakia.

"As to the attitude of Italy towards the Montreux

Convention, Numan Bey said the Italians had ralsed
two questions one of which was not clear to him and
the other of which presented serious difficulties.
The Italians hed first of all insisted that they ms t
be treated on a footing of complete equality with the
8 tories of the Convention. To this the Turks had
s: ted out that, if the Itallians adhered to the

ention, they would naturally be on a footing of
equality with signatories. Numan Bey evidently sus-
peots re is more than meets the eye in this Italian
demand. The second point 1s that, if the Italians do
adhere to the Convention, they will do so with reserva-
tions as to the r8le of the League of Nations sub-
stantially similar to the Japanese reservations.

Since
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. ¥he Italians were still members of the
(3 Numan Bey thought this was a rather singular
0 raise. Of course, if thos got out, then
Shings would be quite different. Count Ciano, 1t
dosms, did press Dr. Aras for de jure recognition
Ei:?m‘ﬁ; e Fa" P g
A ! r Legation a 1s given
% acto recognition, but that any de jure rlol:gg-
[tion must come from Geneva. He undertook, however,
to Help on the cause at ova.
v g --—-vu' (0

"Numan Bey said it was quite true the Germans
‘had raised the question of the Montreux Convention.
hnd_%;npto to which a reply would be made
; Cerman Ambassador recgntly come
to see him, The conversation, I gathered, was
digtinotly spirited on Numan Bey's side.
Asbassador hid started of f by saying that Germany's
historical interest in the Straits had not been
recognized at Montreux. To this, Numen Bey had re-
1ied that Montreux was linked with Lausanne ard
usanne had been Lausanne because Turkey and Germany
had been defeated in the Great War. It would be
very nice if Lausanne and Versailles could be entirely
wiped out, but how could it be done? Did the Ambassa-
dor wish to claim for Germany the pre-war régime when
the 8traits were completely closed? It seems the'
Ambassador did not, but that his Government had in
mind putting on record a gemeral reservation to the
Montreux Convention and in cogpnection therewith had
desired the Ambassador to have an exploratory con- .
versation. Numan Bey pointed out that in t of
Germany's historical interest it was clear that the
Ambassador was, not in the fleld of legal rights,
but in that of politics pure and simple. It was
obviously an attempt to hit at the Russlans, but in
trying to hit the Russians, the Germans were bringing
up the question of Turkish sovereignty. The Turks
bad agreed to give certaln rights to war vessels of
all countries, whether signatory to the Convention or
not, but of course on the tacit assumption that these
countries recognized Turkish sovereignty and the con-
ditions laild down in the Convention. If Gérmany for
purely political reasons attacked the Convention by
putting on record a general reservation, then clearly
Turkey was within her rights in closing the Straits
to any German vessel. Numan Bey then went on to dis-
cuss the practical aspects of the German position. If
there were peace then no question arose at all. If
there were war between Germany and Russia, Turkey
being neutral, then the fleet of neither could pass
through the Straits. If Turkey were-allled with Russia,
then of course they would do everything possible to
sink the German fleet and if allied with Germany, they
would do the sams to the Russian fleet. The famous °
case of the GOEBEN and BRESLAU was apparently brought
up and Numan Bey pointed out that at that time \

Turkey
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‘Purkey was not tied by my internstional engage-
m The situation was quite different now. The
sador referred to the possibility of the
Russien Black Sea fleet sailing out end attacking

~Germany in the Baltic., Numan Bey asked the
Anbassadop whe ther he thought it 1ikely that the
Reseian Sea fleet ch according to him con-

and efficient Germaen fleet and leave the
huhn BlacE Sea coast campletely without defense.

"On Germany's domination of the Turkish market,
. D—— ] ,5aid that he did not favor any exclusive
v gy oy OB ~8xclusive political or economic tie-up
aY s between Tur and any country. He said he had warned
So4sct ot Mr. Sohacht that Turkey would be compelled to take
,.l A measures to control her exports. Some progress imp=
>‘7 1 the direction of a sounder diversification had been
”’" X made with land and Holland, although trade with
France amounted to nothing. e said be had sub-

Ry ‘ mitted the problem of what to do about Turkey's exports
to Germany to Celal Bey amd Faik Kurtoglu. He ;
suggested thmt some system of bounties on imports
from countries other than Germany might be used. I

. sald I didn't think this would be of much help to
those who couldn't buy in the Turkish marRet because
of the high prices given by the Germans. He said
there might also have to be some sort of bountiles
far exports as well,

"Concerning the Bulgarian-Yugoslav Treaty,
Numen Bey told me that n Stoyadinoviteh had cone
sulted them about it, the Turks had taken the position
T'J that it would be a good move as tending to bring the
9% ! alldt?ri out of the ir isolation and make it more
ioult r them to tie up with some non-Balkan
2 Power, Yugbslavia was the only Balkan country in
A " . a position to do the trick. Turkey already had a
& 1 treaty with Bulgaria; there were still some questions
; ' - outstanding between Rumania and Bulgaria and clearly
g the Greeks weren't likely to make a treaty with Bul-
: ia. As to any Bulgarim-!ugmhv union, Numsn Bey
dn't think that the oi‘bnng enters into the Ye
sphere of mradtical internatio: politics because
such & union would involve doing away with the Bul-
garian dynssty. He did not deny the possibility of
German influence at Belgrade, but felt that it could
.not gét very far, as the Yugoslavs kmew that if they
sho' rullg turn Berlin-wards they would have a
80114 Turkish, Bulgarien and Greek combination against
then in their rear.” . )

¢-u‘ e 8! Respe stfully yours, :
e/ Y e N
i m. - : : J-‘ Ve A, “ml'.’-

smej
Gopiss to London,

is, \Bornn. Ro-o, van.‘
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Assémbly on July 8, 1939, While these statements do
not d1sdI¥%e any-faats or considerations which have not

already been brought to the Department's attentiom, they

are of interest for WMe light which they throw on the

viewpoints and intentions of the present rulers of Turkey
— T

in respect to the existing international situation.

It 1s the view of President Indmi that the dominant
oharacteristioc of the present international situation 1is
the fear of many nations that they may be "overwhelmed
by a sudden storm". The prevailing imeou.rity cannot

contimue {ndefinitely. It must end either in nations

flyirx:g at eaoch o'«_‘.hor'- thrzats or in their finding the
road to peaceful collaboration. Turkey will welcome any
solution calculated to restore international security,
but the right of smaller countries to independence and
free national existence must be fully recognized. "We-do
not accept, we shall never accept, the theory according

'to which the smaller groups of humanity are destined to

be absorbed by the larger ones. The right of each nation
consclous of its individual existence to form an independent
State, assured of the safeguard of its integrity, must be
oconsqorated as an inviolable law common to all humanity",
Turkey's search for security has led her to form a common
front with nations which share its principles and ideas.
This explains Turkey's joining the Bulkan Entente and the
SaadaBad Pact. The present security crisls has led Turkey
to enter into an alliance with Great Britain, Turkey will
l'lot avold other engagements which may be of assistance in the
insurance of her security. Turkey is deeply concerned

over
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over the security of her neighbors and she will take all
“!D‘ in her power to check the dangers which may threaten
them "besauss we Zr¥ ocenvinced that a little later these
lm'dn;‘n would threaten ourselves®.- The President
called '-uonuon to Turkey's cordial relations with the
M.L%’hah of these two countries has the most
complete and the most u.root interest in the security and
'_on'm of the oth_or'. He referred to the community of
utoro.ctl between Turkey and France. In concluding, he
doohrod that 1r, ]n spite of Turkey's vinhu, a new
ltrmlo should bruk out, the Turkish nation would take
part i.n/cho ltmgh without huitntion and scornful of
all dangers, If need should *arise Turkey would take its
'phoo side by side with the nations which have the same
ideals and the same vital interests., It is Turkey's most
fervent wish, however, to see a peace established "which
allows everyone to share in the riches 6f our globe",

In connection '1‘th the President's speech, there ia
onololod; as of interest to the Departmsnt, a copy of an
excerpt from an article in the LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH AND
MORNING POST of July 10, 1939, relative to an interview
which he 9;0 recently to a correspondent of that newspaper.
In diseussing the Anglo-Turkish Declaration of Mutual
Assistance, the i’rnidont sald that he felt that Turkey's

strength was as important to Great Britain as Great Britain's

strength was to Turkey. If Great Brifain's position in the

Mzto;unun 'eakgn-d, Turkey would suffer. Since the aims

or' the two countries were identical, 1& was essential to
thelr
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their mutual intereste that they stand together.. The
President had great hopes that the new relationship
botv‘in‘&rnt'ﬁnm and this country would assist
Moy to transform her present precarious trading system
into fres exohangs’ of goods.. With reference to the
lit\ug in the Balkans,.the President stated tlut
mkoy vould nh to see Bulgaria join the Balkan Entente.
ﬁu'hor had always worked to this end, and had not yet lost
hopo of Bulgaria's ndhoranoo.

The llin.i.n’t’o‘r for Foroign Affairs, in his statement
'to the Grnn& Np'f.ionnl Auonbly, poi;ttod out that Tyrkey was
an n.dvonto of peace because of the "innumerable bonoritl 3
'hioh 1t bringl to Turkey and: to hzmnity as a vholo
‘He reviewed the progress acoomplished by Turkey during the
years that she has lived in peace. ;'No viotory could give
us what a lorio; of years o;,peuoo has boat_’.owod upon us'.
If, however, there should bo. an attempt to make Turkey pay
more dearly for this peace than what war would cost, "one
would see that we are ready also to show how £it we are 2
for war and desirous or the victory which it promises”.
Mr, Saracoglu declared that for many yoar‘; Turkey had
puraued iu search for peace through a policy of neutrality.
The. situation which existed previously, however, ‘had be;n
o@lotoly olungod by recent developments. "The distance
between the aouml of 'ox-ds and the ¢lick of arms, between
th thunder of controvouy and that of cannon has become
J,ola and less; the independence of certain countries has
been entirely or partially suppressed by faits accomplis
:u'out.od through violence”. The new developments in the
field of international politics caused Turkey to reflect
and to consider whether pesce would be ensured by her

“continuing
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oontinuing to remain neutral. 7The events in Central
Europe persuaded Turkey that there was "not much more
time left~Cor us to take the measures which were in-
dispensable for national u‘u'u'tty and to find another way
upnbli of servinig vhe cause of p&u'. Finally, the
invasion oi_’ AD ania, "a country -pwoduoing neither food-
stuffs ;:or'x-n' materials, hnin& no mineral wealth and
no fertile land”, led Turkey to abandon her policy of
neufrality nnd join the "peace front". The result was
the Turiish-British Declaration of Mutual Assistance.
Beferring to criticism in the German press of Turkey's
aoﬂan. Mr. Sargcoglu stated that these nw;p-per- ‘-00-
to nfve forgotten that Hitler, in MEIN KAMPF, had’
recoumended to the German people an alliance with England,
"One might justly doubt the logic whieh considers bad for
the Turkish people a friendship which it recommends to the
German people”. A Declaration of Mutual Assistence similar
to thn'ﬁ between Grul; Britain and Turkey was entered 1nt?
with France as soon as all differences between France and
'ru.rhy had been removed by the settlement of the Hatay
problem, Mr. Saracoglu pointed out that while the invasion
of Albania was the principal factor which brought about
,'hu-k‘oy'l adherence to the "peace front", her action in this
regard was the natural result of the political developments
in x;ooent youi. He mentioned the various occasions upon
which Turkey, England, and ang hgad cooperated in the
past~ the Abyssinian War, the Montreux Conference, and the
Iy\on Conference. T;ad.y "we are busy working out the detajls
Yot the definitive leng term arrangements which will insure
tlounl.t'y of the three Powers",
It is the opinion of the Turkish Foreign Minister
54t a1l oivilizations are the frult of long periods of

Reace
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Poase and that war oan nmever oresti s oivilisation. In
‘f-h pnont Burdpean clvilisatfi; s small independent

mhn phw a rm'gu.s-- imporpjint ad < perhaps more
W ‘th-n = the larger Statésy-:"To suppress them

"nun be to hinder the marcE™er oivilizatiof and of progress.,

Thalkds not ponl.bh, and those who think that it 1s
Possible are prepering for a bitter future”. Mr. Saracoglu
stressed tho oordial friendship existing between Turkey

tnﬂ the Soviot\ Union. "xvory uumuonu event has
tlnﬂ found the two Powers side by side in ﬂn same ranks”,

i '.mo vh:.b of Mr, "Potemicin to Ankara denoutntod once

more mt "!.thont undorlnnding, vithout provioun con=
vox-nt,iom. ﬂu t'o countriu in the presence of the

" séme évents have tl;_o same reactions and the same thoughts”.

The Balkan Pact wou:ld oonfimu to serve p;aoo in the

Buhnl with tho same efficacity and the same authority

as heretofore. "Our recent contacts and exchanges of

views have clearly m-ovq‘ld that to us®, Turkey desired to
maintain normel relations with all powers, including

W and Italy. The Foreign Minister pointed out,

however, that the desire for normal and rriondly relations
‘mast be mitual. Relations with Italy contimed as in the
past, and while, in the case of Germany, . certain hesitation

,was noted for a time, this had now disappeared except in
_respect to one matter which it was hoped would be favorably
- settled 'in she near future.

nm ru’xrono'o' to the Poroign' Minister's statement
nm tho negotiations in progress relative to the
4 ) long-term arrangements whioch will assure the
p:gym,;whrm. Oreat Britain, and France, it may be
mﬂt theds negotistions are being carried on 1n a

T
o) -

. pathey
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' ﬁir desultory fashion, It would appear that formulae
qo"‘botu exchanged with France and Great Britain with
n“rd to tho clauses of the definitive treaties of

-Itull uliltnoo. It may well be that the procrastination
of the Turkish Govermment in this matter is, as 1s freely
mdm; mebizated by Purkey's reluctance to undertake

more concrete engagements except in the light of such
agreemont as may eventually be reached in the pending
motht!.om of tho.Briuah and French Govermments with
the aomt Govermment. The French Ambassador .informed a
member or w staff yesterday that after a lomg period of
inaction he had just received a memorandum from the
Turkish Government which he hed forvarded to Paris.

It 1s the opinion of the Embassy that a considerable time
will elapse bofox;o the definitive treaties are ready

Cor signature. ;

With respect to military consultations between the
countries in question, preliminary contacts have already
been established through the visits of French and British
Iiutan Missions to Turkey. As has bo‘en reported to the
Department, the British Military Mission were disappointed
with the treatment which they received in Turkey. It
would appear that the French Military Mission has had
‘greater success, The latter, which was presided over by
General H‘\mtugor. former Commander of the French troops
in the Levant, an officer with whom the Turks were already
u@nﬂntod. was received cordially by the Chief of the
m erl Starf, Fevil Galmak, who had avolded meeting
Qb Mﬂ.lh Military Mission. The French Ambassador and
6 M nnhry Attacné have expressed themselv es as

B ¥ 4
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vory much pleased with the results of the discussions
bgiween their Military Mission and the Turkish military
suthorities. It i¥F probable that collaboration between
the Mirkish Army and the British and French Armies will
be 'orko.d out prineipally through d{scussions between the
w Turid sh .nilif.u'y uuthoritiu', and that naval
and lir cooperation will be arranged through British-Turkish
eonnrutiom. It would appear that the principal prob=-
10- eonfronting the British and French nd.litnry authorities
ih respect to uliﬁry cooperation with T\n-key are (1) the
'l‘urk.‘.lh Army's grolt lack of modern equipment and the
dirﬁoulsy 1; repairing this deficienoy immediately in
view of the rearmsment programs in the course of execution
in Great Britain and Franco;‘ and (2) the necessity of
rejuvenating,intellectually as well as physically, the
Turkish High Command, and the difficulty in effecting
this change in view of the outstanding position 'ocoupiod
in the country by the Chief of the Turkish General Staff.
The Minister for Foreign Affairs stated in his speech
that Turkey desired to maintain normal relations with
éomny and Italy, ‘lnd that, while relations with Italy
continued as in the past, a certain hesitation had been
noted for nvh}le in the case of Germany, but that this had
now disappeared except in reapecf to one matter, which it
was hoped would be favorably settled in the near future.
It

The ‘Bmbassy understands that an arrangement is now under
disoussion whereby GreatBritain would make available to

Turfey funds for the purchase of military equipment in
the United States.
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'R wonld sppear thlt llr.‘!.r-eog:ln was unduly optinilm.

h thie n..ot. 5 vnoormmq st11l prevails in the field

cf mm rohuon-. and it would seem to be the
of . Germary to %’hﬂ'kq in a state of uncertainty

3
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u’ oc' e policy Germaiy intends ‘to pursus. The un-
TotrTem Mm-u to by the Minister 1s believed
to' \be the quuu.on of the delivery of ul;nry supplies
ordered hy Turkey in Ownny. In so far as the mbﬁly
s cnx'o, Gorl-ny has not taken any definitive action in
thh -ttu-./ in rupoot to certain supplies, the German
ponoy nm to be to r,trun from making deliveries,

ﬂ.ﬁwnl dortnatoly nr\mins to do so. Of the 24 long-range’

cannon _ox-dufod :ron Skoda, only two- have been delivered,
and of the 'ordovr for 60 Messerschmidt p;nnu placed by
Torkey in Germany about aiﬁt months ago, none has ‘so far
been doiimod. It 1s the belief of the nnb.uy that
neither of these two items will be rurniahed to Turkey by
Germany. On the other hxxl, it is understood that oertdn
oﬂur unhry mpplhu have been douvond since the con=
glpa!aa! of the Anglo-Turkish Mutual Assistance Puot. In
th;.l v:_a.I:oouon, there is enclosed, as indicating tho
Jm attitude in the unttor of the dolivory of military
mli.. to Turkey, a iiemorandum of a Conversation had by
Oouu.'l. Latimer x-oneu; to this matter.

As regards ;omn.l "commercial reh tions, 1t may be
lhtod.ﬂut 'h.th the Turkish-German Agreement with
m. to the oxtou!.on to Turkey by Germany of a '
uo._ooo.ooo Mark oredit has not yet been put into effect,
lomqonuu are oontimng to make large-scale pure
M in !‘uhy. It is understood that the Turkish
m!uu afe making plans to meet the alternajive

sourses
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courses of action which they consider Germany may pursue
with regard to trade with Turkey. On one hand, Germany

may enffemvor te.sxpend her trade with Twrkey to the utmost
@h a view to dhj.nilhing"l"mkoy'c trade with other
omtrtu and thus Peducing Turkey to greater dependence

on Germany. In this conpeotion, it may be stated that
Turkey's trade with free exchange countries is now

greatly hampered by the high prices of Turidsh commodities
brought about largely ‘through the operation of clearing
agrésments, especially that with Germany. On the other
w,‘r%iqm'-iy greatly reduce her purchases in Turkey
'!;ti s view fo disorganising Turkey's econamy in consegquence
of blor inability to find garkets .for the products previously
purchased bj’ Germany.

Since the conclusion of the Anglo=Turkish Mutual
Auilu;noo Paoct, the 'hn'khh Govermment has adopted two
measures whioch have been directed against Italian and.
German mtionn}-. With a view to reducing the large number
of Gom Mti;);;ll employed in Turkey, the Govermment
decided early in June i:ot to Tenew the employment contracts
of Gonnni;n_tiomll. This decision has been applied not
only to 0.1;.-11 citizens employed in military factories and
other establishments of importance to national doi’ouo,

tmt also to those engaged as teachers, dooctors, et cetera.

It would appear that in carrying out this deoision the
Tukish suthorities have made no distinction between
Aryails and non-Aryans, and that German Jews receive the
88me tmt-_mt as non~Jews., There is, however, some

reason
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‘Teason to believe that the Turkish CGovermment 1s now
nw oengl\ldo new contracts, at the beginning

of the next academic ;-u», with at any rate certain of

th. I.Iial uﬂ oWotouon whose um“l are
pm:.ouhrly donix'od. Tho second uuuro - one which
BT vwen EWepplicable to all foreigners, but which is
directed tglizpt Italians and Germans, - is the establish-
ngt of "temporary" restriotions on travel to certain
‘ux;ou in Turkey, particularly the western and southern
coast regions.. These areas are now actessible to forelgners
only by special permission. The Embassy has heard that
ﬁu M-tn.nt German Military Attaché, a Secretary of .the
. Italian Exbassy, and a Gom; archaeologist are among

those who have complained against restrictions placed

upon their movements.

Respectfully yours,

Je Ve, N_lom.
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President Ismet Indni at the oponing
session of the Fifth Congress of the
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Affairs;

'8/ » Copy of excerpt from THE DAILY"
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o 18, 1939,
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