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Arap edebiyatinda cahiliye siiri, bu alanin arastirmacilari i¢in her zaman birinci
derecede ilgi odagl olma o6zelligini korumustur. Tarihsel ge¢misi bakimindan bu
dénem, islam’in birinci yiizyilini da icine almaktadir. Cagimizda Arap edebiyatina
ozellikle cahiliye siirine duyulan ilgi, bir yoniyle dini nedenlerden, diger bir yoniyle
de mill tarih bilincinden kaynaklanmis géziikmektedir. Cahiliye Donemi’nde Araplar
siire blylik 6nem vermislerdir. Oyle ki siir onlarin divani, tarihi, kiiltiirii ve diinya
gorist olmustur. Cahiliye déneminde Arap Siiri olgunlugunun zirvesine ulasmis ve
sonraki tim dénemler igin tartisiimaz bir model olusturmustur.

Arap edebiyat elestirmenleri elestiri sanatina buyuk katkilar saglamis ve ciddi
eserler ortaya koymuslardir. Ozellikle siir tenkidi calismalari edebi tenkid ilimler
arasinda hakli olarak 6zel bir konum saglamistir. Bu alanda Oryantalistler de Eski
Arap siiri Gizerine ¢ok sayida incelemeler yapmislardir. Ancak onlar bu ¢alismalarda
insaf olcllerine uymamis, Arap siirini Avrupa edebiyati ile kiyaslamak gibi metodik
hatalara dismislerdir. Bu tarafli ve objektiflikten uzak galismalara ragmen, bazi
onyargisiz yaklagimlar da bulunmaktadir. Bunlar Arap siirine 6nyargili ve Ustten
bakmamasilardir. Bu insafli galismalardan biri de Alman oryantalist Rinata Jacobi’ye
aittir. Alman oryantalist Jacobi ve Ukraynali oryantalist Susan Stetkevich bu alanda
benzer calismalar yapmislardir; iki arastirmaci da eski Arap siirinin metinlerini
bitunlik icerisinde ele almislardir. Onlar bu yontemle oryantalizmin geleneksel
yaklasimlarini asmis, Arap edebiyatini Araplarin sosyal ve cografi 6zeliklerinin ve
kalturlerinin 6tesinde teknik ve edebi agilardan incelemislerdir.

Genel olarak, Islam &ncesi siir (izerine Alman oryantalistlerin diger Avrupali
meslektaslarina goére daha insafli ve tarafsiz olduklarini sdyleyebiliriz. Jacobi,
metinlerin kendilerine eslik eden dig baglamlara bakmadan incelemesiyle farkli bir
elestirel ufuk ve metodolojik yontem gelistirmistir. Jacobi bu baglamda ‘Arap
Siirinin sekil esaslar’ adli calismasinda yeni bir ydntem ortaya koymus, islam dncesi
Arap siirinin yapisal 6zelliklerini, bélimlere ayirarak ve bu siirin dlizenli ve birbiriyle
baglantili oldugunu; sadece beyitlere bagh kopuk bir yapida olmadigini ortaya
koymustur. Bu nedenle, Jacobi'nin bu calismasi, Arap siirine olan 6nyargih bakisi
degistirmistir. Jacobi, Eski Yunan edebi zevkini 6l¢lt alan ve Arap Siirini de buna
gore degerlendiren geleneksel oryantalist bakisi degistirmis, Arap kiltlirinu kendi
0z kaynaklarina ve kilturel yapisina goére degerlendirmistir. Dolayisiyla o bu
calismasiyla Arap edebiyatina oryantalistlerden farkh bir bakis agisiyla yaklasmistir.

Jacobi'nin islam éncesi siirin yapisini konu alan calismasinda yaptigi en énemli sey,
metnin yapisini ve bigimini arayan varsayimsal bir soruyu cevaplamaya calismasidir.
Onun arastirdigl temel soru sudur: islam dncesi siirin yapisi neydi? Jacobi bu soruyu
cevaplamak igin siirleri Gslup agisindan incelemistir. Ayrica metni analiz edip onun
yapisini, dilini, Gslubunu ve ig iliskilerini degerlendirmistir. Jacobi Arap siirinin
ayrintili yapilarini inceledikten sonra Arap siirinin tasvir temelli oldugunu, gazelden
methiyeye gecisini gdstermistir. Jacobi'nin bu iddialari daha &nceleri ibn Sellam ve
ibn Kuteybe gibi elestirmenler tarafindan dile getirilmistir. Ancak Jacobi’nin
oryantalist bakisi degistirmesi ve ciddi, objektif bir ¢alisma takdim etmesi onun
calismasinin 6nemini ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Renate Jacobi, Cahiliye Siiri, Oryantalizm,
Siirsellik, Edebi Elestiri.
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Abstract

Jahiliyya poetry in Arabic literature has always been a major focus of interest for
researchers in this field. Historically considered, this period also includes the first
century of Islam. Modern-day interest in Arabic literature, particularly in Jahiliyya
poetry, seems to have arisen from religious reasons on the one hand, and from the
consciousness of national history on the other. During the Jahiliyya Period, the
Arabs attached so much importance to poetry that it functioned as their council,
history, culture and worldview. Arabic poetry reached the peak of its maturity
during the Jahiliyya Period and formed an indisputable model for all subsequent
times.

Arab literary critics have substantially contributed to the art of criticism and have
produced seminal works. Particularly studies on poetry criticism have deservedly
earned a special position in literary appraisal. In this field, orientalists have also
carried out many studies on old Arabic poetry. However, they have failed to act
prudently in these studies and made methodological mistakes, such as comparing
Arabic poetry with European literature. Despite these biased and non-objective
studies, there are also some approaches in which there is no prejudice against and
disregard for Arabic poetry. One of these conscientious works belongs to the
German orientalist Renate Jacobi. Jacobi and Ukrainian orientalist Susan Stetkevich
carried out similar studies in this area; both researchers addressed the ancient
Arabic poetry in integrity. Using this method, they went beyond the traditional
approaches of orientalism and examined Arabic literature from technical and
literary perspectives beyond the social and geographical properties and cultures of
the Arabs.

Globally considered, we can say that German orientalists studying pre-Islamic
poetry are more prudent and impartial than their European counterparts. Jacobi
developed a unique critical horizon and a methodological path by examining texts
without looking at the external contexts accompanying them. Jacobi introduced a
new method in her work titled ‘the Formal Principles of Arabic Poetry', by
classifying the structural properties of pre-Islamic Arabic poetry into sections. She
also suggested that this poetry is regular and interconnected and that it hardly
exists in a disconnected structure depending solely on couplets. Therefore, this
work of Jacobi has changed the prejudiced view of Arabic poetry. She reformed the
traditional orientalist view, which considered the ancient Greek literary taste as a
benchmark and studied Arabic poetry accordingly, and evaluated the Arab culture
according to its own resources and cultural norms. Therefore, with this work, she
approached Arabic literature from a different perspective than other orientalists.

The most important thing Jacobi did in her work on the structure of pre-Islamic
poetry was to try to answer a conjectural question that sought to uncover the
structure and form of the text. The basic question she explored was: How was the
structure of pre-Islamic poetry? To answer this question, Jacobi examined pre-
Islamic poems in terms of their styles. She also analyzed the text and evaluated its
structure, language, style and internal relations. After examining the elaborate
structures of Arabic poetry, Jacobi showed that Arabic poetry is based on
description, and it moves from ghazal to encomium. These claims made by Jacobi
were previously voiced by such critics as Ibn Sallam and lbn Kutayba. However,
Jacobi’s changing the orientalist view, along with her serious and objective
presentation, reveals the importance of her work.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Renate Jacobi, Jahiliyya Poetry,
Orientalism, Poeticalness, Literary Criticism.
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