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Thasian and Rhodian Stamped Amphorae
from Edirne Archaeology and Ethnography Museum

Erkan ALKAC" - Fahrettin CEYLAN™"

There are many amphorae belonging to different periods and production centers in Edirne Ar-
chaeology and Ethnography Museum'. It was determined that only five of these amphorae were
stamped. Almost all the stamped amphorae have been preserved intact. There are a total of sev-
en stamps in the amphorae with preserved double handles investigated in this study. The single
handle of three amphorae (fig. 1-3) and the double handle of two amphorae (fig. 4-5) are
stamped. This article aims to classify the stamped amphorae according to their production cen-
tres, to give a date to the stamped amphorae and to analyze the inscriptions on the stamps. As a
result of the classification made on the stamps studied in this study, it was determined that three
of these stamps were of Thasian origin and four of them were of Rhodes origin.

It is known that the central authority applies different control processes in the trade date to get a
share from the sale of the commercial product. This situation has been a factor in the formation
of control mechanisms. Various systems were applied to the amphorae, which are among the
most important pieces of evidence of the commercial relations of the Ancient Period. These
were abbreviations written before glazed firing in the kiln, symbols, tituli picti, lead stamps and
stamped plasters used to cover the mouth of the amphora to prevent the liquid from spilling out.
The best way to trace them is by stamping the seals on wet clay”.

Stamps are important to understand which production center the amphorae were produced in.
Determining where an amphora was produced gives an understanding of the commercial rela-
tions between the production center and the consumption center. Amphora stamps are im-
portant archaeological data in designating commercial relations between cities, determining the
commercial route, and understanding the nature and capacity of trade. Based on the stamps,
information about the origin of a group of people, their social status, population density and the
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development of the city can be reached. Like coins, stamps provide epigraphic evidence and im-
portant dating criteria. Therefore, they are used to date other archaeological material found
from the layer or context’.

A) Thasian Stamped Amphorae*

(Fig. la-b) There is a stamp on the handle of the completely preserved Thasian amphora®. This
amphora has an out-turned triangular cross-sectioned rim, a long cylindrical neck that widens
towards the shoulders, cane shaped handles that start immediately under the rim that adheres to
the shoulders, a projection point and a seamless transition between the neck and the broad
shoulders, an ovoidal shaped body and a long napiform hollow base (fig. 1a).

There are personal names and the ethnicon on the three-lined stamp on the handle (fig. 1b).
Aewy( in the first, @aoci(wv) in the second and Nooo(ikag) is written in the third line®. The
name Aewy( which was on the stamped handles found in the Athenian Agora, was classified as a
name of an eponym. The eponym Aewy (; is dated to Period I (ca. 391- ca. 365 BCE)’. The ab-
breviation Nooo( must belong to a producer named Nooo(ikag). Aside from the name Noo-
o(ixag), there are other producer names that were stamped in abbreviation or full names with
the name Aewy(. These are recorded as; Avti(, Apio(tayodpng), Bitiowv, Aapdotng, Anuapng, Ev-
ayopne, Evpu(avaf), Hpak(Aet-), ®pdo(wvidng)®, Mvuio(kog), MUAN(0g)’, dw(vidng)', Aiox-
(piwv), Kipwv, Khea(t-), Kheoh ("' and ®avo(kpttog)'. The common feature of these stamps is
the abbreviation of the ethnicon ®aciwv on the second line. A stamped handle with the names
of this producer and eponym, recorded in the Hermitage Museum Collection". Examples made
from the same matrix found in Edirne Museum which the eponym Aewy( and the producer
Nooo(ikag) were named together are also located in Phanagoria'.

(Fig. 2a-b) Only one handle is stamped. The entire rim and upper part of the neck is broken".
This shipping vessel has a long cylindrical neck, two cane shaped handles start under the rim
and connect to the shoulders. It has a projection point where it has transitions from the shoul-
ders to the ovoidal cross-sectioned body and a napiform hollow base (fig. 2a).
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The first line of the inscription on the stamp has the abbreviated name Aapao(, the second line
has the ethnicon ®aciwv and on the last line the abbreviation ®pdowv( can be read (fig. 2b).
Two of the names are given in abbreviated form. The abbreviation Aapaoc( is completed as Aa-
Haotng, the eponym and the abbreviation ®pdowv( is completed as Opacwvidng, the producer.
Two eponyms named Aapdotng dated to the 4™ century BCE were identified in the Thasian
amphora stamp research. The stamps of the eponym named Aapdotng I do not bear any sym-
bol. On the other hand, there is a symbol on the stamps with the name of the Period II (ca. 364 -
ca. 338 BCE) eponym, classified as Aapdotng II'°. According to this classification the eponym in
fig. 2b is determined as Aapdotng I. On stamps related to Aapdotng I, either his own name and
the ethnicon or his name, ethnicon and the producer’s name are included together. Along with
this eponym apart from the producer ®pacwvidng, the names of the producers Evpvdav(af),
Oeo¢iN(0g), Kipwv, Aewga(vtog), Mvioko(c), Noooik(ag), ITpdT(1g), Zdtvpog, Zkvpv(og) and
davok(pirog) were also found on stamped amphora handles”. The eponym Aapdotng I is
thought to have served in Period I (ca. 391 - ca. 365 BCE)"®. Other abbreviations and names
referring to eponyms which were connected to this producer ®pacwvidng are; in Period I: Ap-
o1, Aprot(, Apotope(vng), Hpoo(, Toayo(png), Ktiow(), Aduog, Aewy(, Aswvi(, AaPpo(c) I,
Mvnpé(ag), Teleo( and Xapw(v), in Period II: AAOnu(, Batwv, Kheopav, Méywv I, Méywv II,
Mvio(kog), @avo(k-) and Ohokpa(tng)*. The sample obtained from the same matrix as Fig. 2b
was found in the Athenian Agora excavations®.

(Fig. 3a-b) There is a stamp on one of the handles of the completely preserved Thasian ampho-
ra’’. The amphora has an out-turned rim, oval cross-sectioned cane shaped handles which start
under the rim and connect to the shoulders. The grooved neck is long and cylindrical. The pro-
jection point is seen in the transition from the sloping shoulder to the body. The body has ovoi-
dal shape and a flat base (fig. 3a).

The name of the eponym IToAvveikng starts from the left corner of the die and ends at the top.
In the center of the stamp the monogram A is towards the left. The ethnicon @aociwv starts from
the bottom line, ends on the right short side of the matrix (fig. 3b). On the stamps which the
name of this eponym is recorded, other than just “A”, there are also monograms such as A, Y, B,
BandI,I,TandI, A E,EandY,Z,Zand Y,®and Y, Kand Y, A, N, I, P, 2, T, T and E and
Y can be seen®. The ruler IToAvveikng is thought to have served in Period V (ca. 303 - ca. 293
BCE)”. Examples form the same matrix can be found in Bon - Bon 1957, 341, no. 1355.
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B) Rhodian Stamped Amphorae*

(Fig. 4a-c) Both handles of the completely preserved Rhodian amphora are stamped®. This am-
phora has a ribbon shaped rim, a cylindrical and long neck, cylindrical and long, oval cross-sec-
tioned handles which start from the upper part of the neck and adheres to the upper part of the
almost right-angled shoulders. The transition from shoulder to body is evident. The ovoidal bo-
dy tapers towards the napiform base (fig. 4a). Similar forms of this amphora are dated to the
early 3™ century BCE in the Graeco-Roman Museum in Alexandria®.

On one of the stamped handles of the completely preserved amphora, there is the name of the
eponym Tupo( (fig. 4b) and on the other handle the name of the producer "Twv (fig. 4c) is detect-
ed. It was determined that the eponym Tipo( had served in Period Ia (ca. 304 - ca. 271 BCE) *".
In Alexandria, the name Tipo( is detected on circular and on rectangular stamps with two lines
of inscription. On a rectangular stamp from the Benaki Collection, the name of the eponym Ti-
po( and the name of the producer Nika( are seen together. Apart from "Twv and Nika(, the epo-
nym Tupo( is also found to be associated with the producer Apioti(*®. As a result of the determi-
nation of producer "Iwv’s connections with the eponyms Apiotokpdtng I and Tipo(, it was un-
derstood that this producer was active during Period Ia (ca. 304 - ca. 271 BCE) %. Stamps with
the name of the producer "Twv can be found in Kaunos®, Kition-Bamboula®', Alexandria*, Her-
mitage Museum™, and in the Donato Morelli Collection (Egypt) **. The coexistence of the epo-
nym Two( and the producer "Twv on the same amphora is also documented in the Kyrenia Ship-
wreck™.

(Fig. 5a-c) Both handles of the completely preserved Rhodian amphora are stamped™. This am-
phora has a rib lip, cylindrical neck, two handles starting from under the rim and adhere to the
shoulders, projection point at the transition from the sloping shoulder to the body that narrows
down towards the pointed base (fig. 5a). A similar form of this Rhodian amphora in the Graeco-
Roman Museum in Alexandria is dated to the second half of the 2™ century BCE™.

2 For the chronology of Rhodian amphora stamps Finkielsztejn 2001.
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This Rhodian amphora in the Edirne Museum Collection is a marine find. For this reason, the
upper parts of the circular stamps on the handles of the amphora are covered with fish excre-
ment and it was not possible to restore the inscriptions (fig. 5b-c). The rose, which is the symbol
of Rhodes, is imprinted in the center of the circular stamp in fig. 5b. Since the upper part of the
stamp in fig. 5¢ is completely covered with fish excrement, it is not clear what the symbol in the
center is. It should also be printed with a rose.

Conclusion

Within the context of this article, five amphorae in the Edirne Archaeology and Ethnography
Museum Amphora Collection and a total of seven amphora stamps on their handles were exam-
ined. All of these amphorae have been preserved, only one of the examples has a broken rim.
The stamps on the amphorae which were brought to the museum inventory in various ways and
was a subject to the research, belonged to different production centers and dates. We can classify
the amphorae here as Thasian and Rhodian. The amphorae in the figs. 1-3 are from Thasos. On
the fig. 1b, the names of the eponym Aewy( and the producer Nooo( who are dated to the Period
I (ca. 391 - ca. 365 BCE) are abbreviated. The abbreviation Nooo( must belong to a producer
named Nooo(ikag). On the fig. 2b The abbreviation Aapao( is completed as Aapdotng, the epo-
nym and the abbreviation ®@pdowv( is completed as @pacwvidng, the producer. The eponym
Aapdotng I is thought to have served in Period I (ca. 391 - ca. 365 BCE). In fig. 3b the name of
the eponym IToAvveikng who is thought to have served in Period V (ca. 303 - ca. 293 BCE) can
be seen. Fig. 4 and 5 are Rhodian amphorae. On one of the handles, the eponym named Tipo(
(fig. 4b) who is thought to have served in Period Ia (ca. 304 - ca. 271 BCE) and on the other
handle the producer named "Twv (fig. 4c) can be found. In fig. 5 the inscriptions on both stam-
ped handles of the amphora cannot be read due to fish excrement.

It is unclear where the stamped amphorae in the Edirne Museum came from. Therefore, we can-
not make interpretations depending on the relationship between the settlement area and the
find. However, we think that it is necessary to introduce these stamps to the scientific communi-
ty for the identification of the matrices of the stamps which became a very important part of the
amphora stamp studies®. We believe that these stamps will contribute to the scientists who carry
out or will carry out the study of creating the matrix of stamped amphora handles.

% Cankardesg-Senol 2015, 24-25; http://amphoralex.org/timbres/AnsesTimbrees.php: A Study of the
Database the Definition of Matrices of Stamped Amphora Handles in Alexandria (Prof. Dr. Gonca Can-
kardes-Senol).
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Catalogue

Fig. 1a

Museum Inv. No.: 1376

Rim Diameter: 12.0 cm

Base Diameter: 5.2 cm

Height: 69 cm

Colour of Clay: 5 YR 7/4 pink
Inclusions: Sand, calcareous, mica, grits
Capacity of amphora: 11.5 1.

Fig. 1b
Form: Rectangular
Dimension: 2.1 x 1.8 cm

Characteristic of Inscription: Normal, eponym
and producer names abbreviated, three hori-

zontal inscription lines
Eponym: Leog(
Producer: Noss(ikas)
Date: ca. 391 - ca. 365 BC

Inscription:
Aeswy(
Oaoi(wv)
Nooo(ikag)
Fig. 2a

Museum Inv. No.: 58

Rim Diameter: ?

Height: 66.5 cm

Base Diameter: 5.0 cm

Colour of Clay: 5 YR 6/6 reddish yellow
Inclusions: Sand, calcareous, mica, grits
Capacity of amphora: 8.32 1.

Fig. 2b
Form: Rectangular

Dimension: 2.5x 1.9 cm

- w
o 3

Characteristic of Inscription: Normal, eponym
and producer names abbreviated, three hori- Fig. 2a
zontal inscription lines. Ve
Eponym: Aapdotng I
Producer: ®pacwvidng
Date: ca. 391 - ca. 365 BC
Inscription:

Fig. 2b

Aap[dao](tng)
Oaoiwv

Opacwv(idng)
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Fig. 3a

Museum Inv. No.: 3591-2011/9 (A)
Rim Diameter: 12.7 cm

Height: 71.2 cm

Base Diameter: 5.5 cm

Colour of Clay: 5 YR 7/6 reddish yellow
Inclusions: Mica, sand

Capacity of amphora: 19.351.

Fig. 3b

Form: Rectangular

Dimension: 2.5x2.0 cm

Characteristic of Inscription: A peripheric in-
scription, in the center A monogramme.
Eponym: IToAvveikng

Date: ca. 303 - ca. 293 BC

Inscription:
[Tohvvel | kng
A
Oaoiw | v
Fig. 4a

Museum Inv. No.: 739

Rim Diameter: 11.5 cm
Height: 80.0 cm

Base Diameter: 3.2 cm
Colour of Clay: 2.5 YR 5/6
Inclusions: Sand, calcareous
Capacity of amphora: 30.82 L.

Fig. 4b
Form: Rectangular
Dimension: 1.9 x 1.6 cm
Characteristic of Inscription: Normal, two hor-
izontal inscription lines, eponym name abbre-
viated.
Eponym: Timo(
Date: ca. 304 — ca. 271 BC
Matrix: Cf. RE-TIMO(-003%
Inscription:
Ti-

ufo](

¥ Cankardes-Senol 2017, 65, RE-TIMO(-003.

Fig. 3a

Fig. 4a

Fig. 4b
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Fig. 4c
Form: Rectangular
Dimension: 2.3 x 2.0 cm
Characteristic of Inscription: Retrograde, one
horizontal inscription line.
Producer: Ion
Date: ca. 304 — ca. 271 BC
Matrix: RF-IQN-
Inscription:
"Tw[v] retrograde

Fig. 5a

Museum Inv. No.: 105

Rim Diameter: 10.0 cm

Height: 77.2 cm

Base Diameter: 5.2 cm

Colour of Clay: 5 YR 7/6 reddish yellow
Inclusions: Mica

Date: Second half of the 2™ century BCE
Capacity of amphora: 20.29 L.

Fig. 5b

Form: Circular

Dimension: R. 3.1 cm

Characteristic of Inscription: One peripheral
inscription.

Device: Rose

Inscription:

Fig. 5¢

Form: Circular

Dimension: R. 3.2 cm

Characteristic of Inscription: One peripheral
inscription.

Device: Rose

Inscription:
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Index (Th.: Thasos, Rh.: Rhodes, Ep.: Eponym, Pro.: Producer)

A. Greek Personal Names
Aioy(plwv), Th. pro. fig. 1b
ANONu(Th. ep. fig. 2b

Apgi(, Th. ep. fig. 2b

Avt(, Th. pro. fig. 1b
Apot(,Th. ep. fig. 2b
Apio(tayopng), Th. pro. fig. 1b
Apoti(, Rh. pro. fig. 4b
Apotokpdtng I, Rh. pro. fig. 4c
Apiotopé(vng), Th. ep. fig. 2b
Batwv, Th. ep. fig. 2b

Butiwv, Th. pro. fig. 1b
Aapdotng I, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Aapdotng IL, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Aapdotng, Th. pro. fig. 1b
Anuapng, Th. pro. fig. 1b
Evayopng, Th. pro. fig. 1b
Ebvpv(avak), Th. pro. fig. 1b, 2b
‘Hpax(Aet-), Th. pro. fig. 1b
‘Hpoe(,Th. ep. fig. 2b
Oeo¢iN(og), Th. pro. fig. 2b
Opacwvidng, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Opdo(wvidng), Th. pro. fig. 1b
Toayo(png), Th. ep. fig. 2b
"Iwv, Rh. pro. fig. 4¢c

Kipwv, Th. pro. fig. 1b, 2b
K\ea(1-), Th. pro. fig. 1b
K\eoA(, Th. pro. fig. 1b
K\eog@v, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Ktiiou(g), Th. ep. fig. 2b

AdBpo(g) I, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Adpog, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Aewga(vtog), Th. pro. fig. 2b
Aewy(, Th. ep. fig. 1b, 2b
Aewvi(, Th. ep. fig. 2b

Méywv I, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Méywv II, Th. ep. fig. 2b
Mvnpé(ag), Th. ep. fig. 2b
Mvio(kog), Th. pro. fig. 1b, 2b
Mvio(kog), Th. ep. fig. 2b
MoUAA(0g), Th. pro. fig. 1b
Nuwa(, Rh. pro. fig. 4b
Nooo(ikag), Th. pro. fig. 1b, 2b
[ToAvveikng, Th. ep. fig. 3b
[Ip@t(15), Th. pro. fig. 2b
Zatvpog, Th. pro. tig. 2b
Zkopv(og), Th. pro. fig. 2b
Teleo(, Th. ep. fig. 2b

Two(, Rh. ep. fig. 4b
Xapw(v), Th. ep. fig. 2b
®avo(k-), Th. ep. fig. 2b
davo(kpirog), Th. pro. fig. 1b, 2b
®hokpd(tng), Th. ep. fig. 2b
dw(vidng), Th. pro. fig. 1b

B. Ethnicon
®aoiwv, Th. 1b, 2b, 3b

C. Device

Rose, Rh. fig. 5b-c
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Edirne Arkeoloji ve Etnografya Miizesi’nden Miihiirlii Thasos ve Rhodos Amphoralari
Ozet

Amphoralar, 6zellikle Ege Bolgesi'ndeki iiretim merkezleri tarafindan miihiirlenmistir. Epigrafik
kanit olan miihiirler, amphoranin kékeninin belirlenmesi ile ele gectigi tabakanin ya da konteks-
tin tarihlenmesini saglamakta ve iiretici ile tiiketici kentler arasindaki ticari iligkileri ortaya koy-
maktadir.

Edirne Arkeoloji ve Etnografya Miizesi'nde gok sayida amphora bulunmaktadir. Bu amphoralar
cesitli yollarla miize envanterine kaydedilmistir. Miize koleksiyonundaki amphoralarin sadece
bes adetinin miihiirlii olduklari tespit edilmistir. Bu makalenin amaci mihiirlii amphoralari iire-
tim merkezlerine gore siniflandirmak, miihiirlerdeki yazitlari ¢o6ztimlemek ve miihiirleri tarih-
lemektir.

Makalede ift kulpu korunmus bes amphora iizerinde 7 adet miihiir incelenmistir. Bu miihiirle-
rin {i¢ adeti Thasos, dort adeti Rhodos’tur. Rhodos miihiirlerinin sadece iki adeti ¢dzlimlenebil-
mistir. Arastirmalarimiz sonucunda bu miithiirlit amphoralarin Thasos ve Rhodos’a ait olduklar:
belirlenmistir. Miihiirler {izerinde yonetici ile iiretici isimleri, ethnikon ve sembol bulunmakta-
dir. Bu makale kapsaminda okunabilen miihiirlerin tarihi yonetici ve iiretici isimlerinden hare-
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ketle belirlenmistir. Buradaki miihiirlerin genel olarak M. O. 4. yiizyil ile M. O. 2. yiizy1l arasina
ait olduklar1 anlasilmistir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Edirne Arkeoloji ve Etnografya Miizesi, amphora miihiirleri, Thasos, Rho-
dos, yonetici, iiretici.

Thasian and Rhodian Stamped Amphorae from Edirne Archaeology and Ethnography Museum
Abstract

Amphorae are stamped by production centers, especially in the Aegean Region. Stamps, which
are epigraphic evidence, provide the date of the layer or context they were found by determining
the origin of the amphorae and reveals the commercial relations between the production and
consumption centers.

There are many amphorae in the Edirne Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography. These am-
phorae are recorded in various ways in the inventory of the museum. It was determined that
only five of the amphorae in the museum collection were stamped. This article aims to classify
the stamped amphorae according to their production centers, to give a date to the stamped am-
phorae and to analyze the inscriptions on the stamps.

In this study, seven stamps on five amphorae with preserved double handles were examined.
Three of these stamps are Thasos and four are Rhodes. Only two of the Rhodesian stamps have
been resolved. As a result of our investigations, it was determined that these stamped amphorae
belonged to Thasos and Rhodes. The stamps have the names of the eponym and the producer,
ethnicon and symbol. The date of the stamps that can be read within the scope of this article is
determined by the names of the eponyms and producers. It is understood that the stamped am-
phorae here are generally from between the 4™ - 2 centuries BCE.

Keywords: Edirne Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography, amphora stamps, Thasos, Rhodes,
eponym, producer.
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