TEST EXCAVATIONS AT TILKITEPE (1937)
by Edward Bowen Reilly

In comparison with Central Anatolia, Eastern Turkey is an unexplored
field for archeological research. What lies to the east of the line Malatya -
Cerablus and to the north-east of it is an unbridged gap reaching to the shores
of Lake Van. The intervening land is studded with hoyiks and other ruins few
of which have been recorded and none excavated [']. Along the southern bor-
der of Turkey a belt of hdyiiks stretches eastward to the high mountains beyond
the Tigris [2}. From the south settlements spread northward along the Tigris
and Euphrates to the Murat Su and the Kara Su where the natural lines of
communication run east and west. Farther east they follow the Aras out of
Turkey and pass into the country south of the Caucasus [*].

Among the natural resources which attracted both settlers and merchants
to Eastern Anatolia at an early period are obsidian and copper. The former
product is found in large quantities within the crater of Nemrut Dag west of
Lake Van, and the latter is mined at such commercially important points as
Hosin on the Tigris, in the region between Erzurum and Trabzon, and along
the Coruh Su in the northeast, not to mention one of the richest sources of
copper in Asia, Ergani Maden [*].

In Eastern Anatolia there is only one region and one period which is not
a historical terra incognita - the Urartu Kingdom on the shores of Lake Van,
ca. 900 - 600 B. C. Excavations at an Urartu site were first made in 1879 on
Toprakkale, overlooking the modern city of Van [5]. Subsequent expeditions

[’} Only very little preliminary work has been done in this region; cf. the different
reports of Ellsworth Huatington in Zeitschrift fiir Ethnologie; C. F. Lehmann-Haupt and
W. Belck ibid.; C. F. Lehmann-Haupt, Materialien zur #lteren Geschichte Armeniens und
Mesopotamiens (Abh. der Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen, phil. -hist, Klasse
NF 9.3 (1907) 65 - 124; C. F. Lehmann-Haupt, Armenien einst und jetzt, Berlin 1910 - 31;
H. H. von der Osten, OIC 8 (1930) map 9 and p. 149; William John Hamilton, Researches
in Asia Minor, Pontus and Armenia, London 1848.

{*} Eduard Sachau, Reise in Syrien und Mesopotamien, Leipzig 1883; Karl Human
und Otto Puchstein, Reisen in Kleinasien und Nordsyrien, Berlin 1890; Max Freiherr von
Oppenheim, Tell Halaf, London and New-York, p. 8; H. H. von der Osten, OIC 8 (1930)
map 5; M. E. L. Mallowan, The excavations at Tall Chagar Bazar, and an archaeological
survey of the Habur Region, 1934-S in Iraq III (1936) 3 and 7, map I

[’} Personal observations 1936-37, and Henry Field and Fugene Prostov, Archaeo-
logy in the Soviet Unioa iz American Anthropologist 39 (1937) 463 ff.

[*} Maden Tetkik ve Arama II (1937) sayr 1 contains maps showing the location
of mines within Turkey.

"} No reports on the first excavations by Clayton and Raynolds in 1879; neither
on the ones of Rassam in 1880.
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working in the region of Lake Van made important contributions for the study
of Urartu history {*} which can be traced back to ca. 900 B. C. through native
sources (Fog. 1) [2}. However, in Assyrian annals there is mention of a land
Urartu which existed before 1200 B. C. {*]. The identification of this latter land
with Urartu leaves a period of 300 years when there are only meager, foreign
references from which to reconstruct its history.

In a recent study Albrecht Gotze suggests that at the beginning of the
first millennium B. C., the Urartu kingdom evolved from the numerous Nairi-
lands in the country about Lake Van {*}. In the center of the Nairi-lands, the
region of Lake Van, the same authority sees the home from which Hurrian mi-
grations commenced at the beginning of the second millennium B. C. In support
of this view regarding the center of Hurrian civilization before 2.000 B. C. is
the apparent connection between the language of the Hurri and that of the
Urartu inscriptions. However, the so-called «Hurrian Problem» must remain
unsettled as long as we have neither archeological nor epigraphical evidence
from the region of Lake Van in the second millennium B. C.

In the Hittite (1800 - 1200 B. C.) and Post-Hittite (1200 - 700 B. C.)
periods, we cannot establish the eastern border of the cultural influence and
political power which extended from Central Anatolia, until an archeological
survey and scientific excavations have been made in Eastern Turkey. For the
same reason, we know nothing of the trading centers in Eastern Anatolia where
Assyrian merchants (ca. 2000 B. C.) obtained raw products, nor have any of
their business documents been recovered from this region. The personal names
on such documents from Kiiltepe and Alisar give a valuable clue to the con-
temporaneous ethnic elements of Central Anatolia and it is reasonable to expect
that evidence of the same nature will be found east {°]. In connection with
this period the Early Bronze Age pottery of Alisar and Kiiltepe still presents
a problem because of its sporadic appearance in Central-Anatolia and the un-
certainty of its origin {¢}.

At Alacahdyiik the excavations of Dr. Hamit Kosay have reveled a re-
markable development of a metal culture in the third millennium which is
characterized by bull and stag representations as well as «sun-disc» standards {7}.
There are apparent connections with the finds from the rich graves of a later
period at Maikop, but in order to establish a cultural sphere encompassing

{1 1898 - 99 W. Belck made a sondage, cf. Zeitschrift fiir Ethnologie 1899,
Verhandlungen (580), (582); 1902, (125); Prachistorische  Zeitschrift XIX
(1928) 280-304; a more extensif excavation was carried out by N. Marr and J. Orbeli,
of. Archeologiceskaja Ekspedicija 1916 goda V Van (1922).

{?1 C. F. Lehmann-Haupt, Corpus Inscriptionum Chaldicarum, Berlin 1928.

{1} Shalmageser I (KAH I No. 13).

[l Albrecht Gotze, Hethiter, Churriter und Assyrer, Oslo 1936, 104 ff.

[’} Ignace J. Gelb, OIP XXVII (1935) 13 ff.

[’} H. H. von der Osten, OIP XXVIII (1937) 208 ff. and OIP XXX 427 f.; cf.
Kurt Bittel, Prihistorische Forschung in Kleinasien (1934), 113.

[l T. T. K. Belleten I (1937) 235-270; 543-556.
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Central Anatolia and Maikop, north of the Caucasus, it is necessary to obtain
evidence from excavations in the northeastern part of Turkey.

The work of von der Osten at Alisar has defined the relative chronology
of the cultural strata of Central Anatolia, but the Copper Age and Chalcolithic
cultures of Alisar are not yet geographically limited and their chronology is
only roughly synchronized with the corresponding periods in Mesopotamia and
Iran. However, there is not only the problem of relating Anatolian cultures
to other areas, but there is the equally important task of tracing such a well
known chalcolithic civilization as that of Tell Halaf within the borders of
Turkey.

With regard to the problems just raised the following points may be em-
phasized:

1. Urartu architecture — niches and tunnels in the live rock, cyclopean
walls — finds parallels in Anatolia which may be of Phrygian origin.

2. Slipped and highly burnished pottery from Toprakkale resembles
in technique the fine red slipped ware of the Hittites.

3. Pictographic writing from Van is a possible survival from a pre-
Urartu civilization {*}.

4. Bronzes from Ordu and Artvin (ca. 1000 B. C.), with Caucasian

parallels, indicate a region where eatlier connections between Anatolia and the
Caucasus should be sought {?].

5. From Samiramaltr there is a piece of Early Bronze Age pottery, like
that of Alisar and Kiiltepe, giving a clue to the distribution of this ware {*].

6. Pottery typical of the Copper Age in Central Anatolia has been found
at Hasankale on the Aras in Turkey as well as at Kizilvank on the Aras in
Nakhichevan {4]. :

7. ‘The chalcolithic ware of Alisar, with burnished black slip outside and
grayish buff slip on the inside, is found at Uzelik, a hdyiikk northeast of Lake
Van (Fig. 2) [°].

8. Tell Halaf ware has been found stratified at Samiramalts, not far from
where the chalcolithic cultures of Anatolia and Iran must overlap.

*®
%k %

The Ministry of Public Instruction at Ankara granted me permission for
archeological studies in Eastern Turkey during the months of May and June,

{1 df. C. F. Lehmann-Haupt, Materialien Nr. 36 - 39.

[?} Stefan Przeworski in Archiv Orientalni VII (1935) 390-414; VIII (1936)
49 - 68; Kurt Bittel in Tirk Tarih, Arkeologya ve Etnografya Dergisi I (1933) 150-156.

[} Wilhelm A. Jenny, Schamiramalti in Preahistorische Zeitschrift XIX (1928)
280 - 304 (cf. Tafel 33 A, 1); cf. Kurt Bittel, Pribistorische Forschung in Kleinasiea
(1934) 84.

[} Own observations 1936-37.

{1 Own observation confirmed by von der Ostea.
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1937. While in Van I enjoyed the friendly assistance of the local Kultur Di-
rector, Mustafa Nayan, who made the necessary arrangements by telegraph for a
test excavation at Tilki Tepe.

From the results of the test excavation three distinct cultural periods can
be defined on this site on the basis of the pottety stratification, Pottery from
the youngest period, stratum I, is easily recognized by he particles of straw im-
bedded on the slip and the wavy lines of reddish-brown paint which run verti-
cally down the sides of vessels. In the opinion of Braidwood, similar ware
comes from Tell Judeideh XIII, which the excavator considers contemporaneous
with the Uruk period [*}. However, we should like to look closer to Van for
parallels before attempting to date our stratum L

The coarse to medium burnished pottery of stratum II may prove to have
connections with the «self-coloured» ware from Tell Halaf [?]. According to
the report of von Oppenheim the latter ware was discovered beneath the Tell
Halaf painted pottery stratum, and Hubert Schmidt adds that the plain ware
continued to exist after the introduction of painting. At Tilki Tepe the plain
ware seems definitely later than the painted pottery of which only one was
found in stratum II

Except for a handful of unpainted sherds, the pottery of stratum III can-
not be distinguished in feel from the painted ware of Tell Halaf, Arpachiyah,
Carchemish etc. In painting and shape the vessels are very similar. The quan-
tity of this pottery found here so far is too small as to permit any definite
statement whether the pottery has been imported or is at home here. However,
considering the area excavated it seems that a resonable amount of Tell Halaf
pottery was discovered, and as Mallowan has pointed out we must look to the
mountains north of the steppe for the origin of Tell Halaf painted wares {*].

Description of the Site:

The plain of $amiramalt1 streches out to the south of the city of Van and
is bounded on the east by mountains and on the west by Lake Van. Located
6 km. south of Vankale and 1.5 km. east of the lake is the small mound called
Tilki Tepe (Fig. 3 and 4). It is roughly circular having a diameter of ca. 45 m.
and a maximum height of 7 m. Because of a dip in the plain from north to
south, the height of the mound is 1 m. less when measured from the north.

Excavations of Belck {*):

In 1899 Belck ran a trench from the northern edge of the hoyiik to the
center, a distance of 25 m. from north to south. At its beginning the trench was
10 m. wide but gradually narrowed to 6 m. Although the trench is partially
filled with the débris of disintegrated walls, it is evident that the trench sloped
upward after having touched virgin soil only on the northern edge of the hdyiik.

[t C. W. Mc. Ewan in American Journal of Archaeology XLI (1937) 10-11.
{*1 Max, Freiherr von Oppenbeim, op. pl. L.

{1 M. E. L. Mallowan, op. cit., 3.

[} See Jenny, op. cit.
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At the center of the hoyiik, a depth of not more than 5 m. below the highest
point on the mound was reached. There are traces of smaller trenches running
from east to west, and the northern edge has been sharply cut exposing a section
1.50 m. high.

The test excavations 1937:

For a period of one week, in June 1937, a test excavation was made by
myself in an area directly south of where Belck’s trench had stopped. A new
trench 2 m. wide, abutting upon the southern end of the older one, was dug
from north to south a distance of 5.50 m. The pottery enables us to define
three cultural strata, the levels of which were measured from the highest point
on the mound which is our zero point (Fig. 5 and 6).

Stratum I  0.00 m. - 1.50 m.
Stratum II  1.50 m. - 6.00 m.
Stratum III  6.00 m. - 8.00 m.

Virgin soil.

Stratum 1. At a depth of 1.50 m. the first building level was observed.
No architectural features were recognizable other than a large quantity of broken
stone slabs which were lying at all angles in the débris.

Stratum II. Leaving 2.50 m. at the southern end of the trench for control
purposes, the remaining area plus 1.0 m. to north, cutting through the southern
slope of Belck’s trench, was excavated to a depth of 6.0 m. The overall length of
the teste trench was 6.50 m. and the deepened section was 4 m. long. Because
portions of the wall caved in, it was necessary to widen the trench to 2.50 m.
Steps were cut along the west wall to facilitate excavation. From 1.50 m. to
6.00 m. the cultural deposit formed 2 homogeneous mass of floor levels closely
packed together. The graves occupied a minimum of space just below the floor
levels; the area above the burials was frequently charred. In this stratum there
is a complete absence of stone for building purposes, the walls being of kerpig
without stone foundations.

Stratum I11I. In the southeastern corner of the deep trench, an area 1.50
m. square was excavated to virgin soil. On the northern edge of the pint, at
the 6 m. level, some round stones blackened by fire were touched. They ap-
peared to extend to the north, but it was not practical to trace them. At a depth
of 6.50 m. a burial was found under a charred area, and in the same level a
stone (Fig. 7) on which grain was ground as well as two vessels (cf. Fig. 11)
were discovered. Lower down there was nothing but a mass of deteriorated
kerpic and a few pot sherds, until the sandy alluvium which covers the shore
of Lake Van was reached at a depth of 8.00 m. Digging 0.50 m. deeper re-
vealed the same clean, sandy soil.
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Potiery:

At the present time only the general character of the pottery found in the
test trench can be presented. However, it is hoped that the material summarized
below will be of use in stratifying the more numerous and varied finds of Belck.

1. Stratum I (0.0 - 1.50 m). The pottery of this stratum is exceptionally
uniform, and is the ware most commonly found on the surface of the hoyiik.

General chavacter, — Handmade, coarse to medium ware; reddish buff
paste, grit and plant tempered, medium fired (Figs. 8, 9 and 16).

Slip. — Whitish — buff outside and reddish — buff inside, with some
pieces showing evenly colored slip inside and out. Slip imbedded with fine
particles of straw and unevenly burnished.

Painted Ware. — ca. 15 percent of the sherds are painted; wavy, vertical
lines of reddish-brown to brownish-red paint on the outer surface and inside of
neck (cf. Figs. 8, 3; 9 and 16, 1 - 6).

Shapes. — Vessels with sharply bent, flaring necks (cf. Figs. 8, 1 and 2);
semi-pedestal bases (cf. Figs. 8, 7).

2. Stratum II (1.50 - 6.00 m.). Only one painted sherd was found at a
depth of 2.75 m. which appears to belong to stratum III (Fig. 12, b 1). Al-
though the quality of the pottery varies greatly, the distribution of coarse and
medium sherds was approximately equal in all levels.

General character. — Handmade, coarse to medium, reddish-buff paste
some times with black core, grit and plant tempered, firing poor to medium
(Fig. 10).

Slip. — Coarse, reddish-buff slip, sometimes stained to grayish-brown;
curdely burnished inside and out, the outer surface being smoother and darker
than the inner.

Painted ware, — Only one sherd, probably belonging to stratum III was
found.

Incised ware. — One rim piece with lines cut at an angle across the edge
of the rim (Fig. 10, 5).

Shapes. — Vessels with sharply bent, flaring necks; large high rimmed
bowls with flat, protruding bases (cf. Figs. 10, 6 and 7). Some of the pottery
is slightly corrugated because the roll of clay used to built up a vessel was
not completely flattened.

3. Stratum III (6.0 - 8.0 m.). Included in the pottery description of this
stratum, is one sherd which was found at 2.75 m. in stratum II. No sherds of
this type were found on the surface. The illustrated sherds were stratified as
follows: Fig. 12, b 1 at 2.75 m., Fig. 11, 1 and 2 at 6.50 m., and No 18
at 7.0 m.

General character. — Handmade, well levigated buff to reddish-brown
paste, well fired (Figs. 11 - 13).

Slip. — Fine creamy, buff, and reddish brown slip; lightly burnished
outside and moderately burnished inside.

11
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Painted ware. — Lustrous paint with variegated tones from buff to dark
and orange to brick red due to firing. Herring-bone (Fig. 12, b 1), net (Fig.
12, b 2), and hanging loops used for decoration inside the rim as well as outside;
a horizontal band around the neck and near the base (Fig. 11).

Shapes. — Vessel with sharply bent, flaring neck; the curve of the body
is sharply broken and merges into the flat base; a similar vase with rim missing
is Fig. 11, 2; Fig. 12 b 1 is the rim of a bowl.

Burials {*):
Stratum 1. None.

Stratum 1I. Six burials were excavated under the floor levels between
2.50 and 5.00 m. In each case the area above the burials was charred. The body
was in a sharply flexed position, some lateral some dorsal. In the three burials
located at 3.75 m., no orientation was followed. Two of the bodies were buried
together with the heads pointing in opposite directions. The burials between
4.00 and 5.00 m. were located almost one above the other, but again no two
were oriented in the same direction. Mortuary gifts 'were lacking, except for
two reground potsherds which may have been fastened around the neck of a
body excavated at 2.50 m. The skeletal material is moderately well preserved.

Stratum III. At 6.50 m. a burial was located with the body in a lateral
flexed position; the head pointed toward the northeast. Two vessels (Fig. 11, 1
and 2) were excavated at the same level, but it was impossible to determine
whether or not they were within the grave or adjacent to it. The area above the
burial was charred. The only skeleton found in this stratum is poorly preserved.

Stone objects:

At a depth of 6.50 m. a roughly circular stone ca. 0,30 m. in diameter and
20 m. high was discovered in the northeastern corner of the pit (cf. Fig. 7).
The shallow socket worn into the upper surface suggests that grain was brayed
here.

Small amulets, of flat stone, irregularly shaped, pierced with one hole,
were found in stratum II.

Obsidian (Fig. 14). — Implements of obsidian are numerous in all levels.
Primary and secondary blades, some times with serrated edges, scrapers, flakes
and cores cannot be assigned to a particular period but are common to all.
The obsidian varies from a dense to an almost transparent black, but there is
a rarer brown obsidian sometimes speckled with black. It is from the latter
type of obsidian that our largest specimen is made, measuring 0,18 m. A search
within the crater of the Nemrut Dag, on the western shore of Lake Van, re-
vealed large quantities of black obsidian but none of the brown or speckled
variety.

Silex. — One small blade was found.

[’} The skeletal matenial is being worked up by Professor Dr. Sevket Aziz
Kansu - Ankara.
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Small pottery objects:
A few reground potsherds were found in stratum II. Two of them were
found with a burijal at 2.50 m. suggesting their possible use as amulets (Fig. 15)

Bone objects:
One small awl found in stratum IL

Metal objects:
None.

*
kX

The stratification of Belck’s pottery:

Stratum 1. — From observations made on the northern edge of the ho-
yik and in the trench of Belck, it is apparent that the deposit of Stratum I is
thicker near the edge of the mound than at its center. It is for this reason that
pottery which Belck assigned to a depth as great as 3.00 m. may belong to
sttatum I. The depth recorded by Belck was measured from the surface of the
mound at whatever point he happened to be digging.

The painted sherds published by King {*} and the «Hickselkeramiky of
Jenny {2} are from stratum I. The latter has given the following illustrations
of pottery identical with the ware of Stratum I according to the 1937 test ex-
cavation:

Jenny, Abb. 1/14. Short spouts

Jenny, Abb. 1/2.  Semi pedestal base

Jenny, Abb. 1/3.  Horn-like handle (cf. Fig. 16, 8)

Jenny, Abb. 3/6.  Complete painted vessel with flaring rim

Jenny, Tafel 33 B, 1-6. Painted sherds, no. 3 with dots (cf. Fig. 16, 1 - 6)

Jenny, Tafel 33 B, 7. Plain sherd with ribs. (of. Figs. 16, 7).

Stratum II. — With some exceptions, the «Black ware» and the unpain-
ted «Red warew, which Jenny has distinguished, can be assigned to stratum II
According to the notes of Belck the «Black ware» was equally scattered
throughout all levels. As Jenny has observed {%}, a very large number of
sherds are too variegated for division according to color.

The following examples which were classified as «Black were» by Jenny
fall into the category of our stratum II pottery:

Jenny, Abb. 1/6. Base with stand ring.

Jenny, Abb. 3/7-10. Complete vessels.

Jenny, Abb. 4/1,3. Rim fragments.

In addition, the following examples of «Red ware» belong to the same
category:

1 L. W. King, The prehistoric Cementery at Shamiramalti near Van in Ar-
menia iz PSBA XXXIV (1912) 188-204; see PL XXIV, 7, 8.
?1 Jenny, op. cit. 284 ff.

It Ibid, 291,
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Jenny, Abb. 2/4-5,8. Complete vessels.
Jenny, Abb. 3/1-5.  Vessels complete or nearly so.
Jenny Abb. 4/2. Rim fragment.

Stratum III. — At a depth of 5.00 m. Belck found one piece of pottery
which is characteristic of stratum III ware (Figs. 12 a and 13 b) [} It is
handmade of well levigated reddish-buff paste; the paint is lustrous and varies
from reddish-brown to dark-brown. On the outer surface, the bowl is decorated
with irregular hanging loops which extend down to the thick band of paint
encircling the base; inside the rim is another band of paint.

Toprakkale. — No examples of the highly polished, wheelmade «Red
ware» described by Jenny were found in the test trench nor on the surface of
the hoyiik. Such pottery is common on Toprakkale and probably belongs to
the Urartu period. Several complete vessels have been published by Jenny, Abb.
2/1 -3, 6 - 7, and some fragments Tafel 33 A/4, 6, 8. (cf. Fig. 17, 6).

Miscellaneous sherds. — The following sherds do not fit into the above
enumerated groups:

Jenny, Tafel 33 A/1.  Early Bronze Age at Alisar (Fig. 17, 1).
2.  Iron Age pottery from Nakhichevan? (Fig. 17, 2).
3, 5. Related to Copper Age pottery of Alaca and
Ahlathibel? (Figs. 17, 4 and 5).

7.  Comparison with the plastic impression on Hittite
handles suggested to Jenny by Christian (Fig.
17, 3).

Miscellaneous finds of Belck:

All objects, if not otherwise stated, have been found unstratified.

A. Stone objects:

Obsidian. — More than 1500 pieces of obsidian were found by Bleck
— nuclei, blades, scrapers and flakes — of which the following have been
published :

Arrowheads with a straight or slightly concave base in Jenny, op. cit.
Abb. 5/6-9. - King, op. cit. PL. XXIV, 9.

Blades, primary and secondary, in Jenny, op. cit. Abb. 5/15-24. King, op.
cit. PL XXIII 1, 2. (Jenny Abb. 5/17 and 21 have a notch on one side).

Flakes in Jenny, op. cit. Abb, 5/13, 14.

Silex. — Relatively few blades of this material have been found of which
Jenny published three pieces (Abb. 5/10-12).

Objects of various material. — Pear shaped mace head with conical per-
foration of white, fine grained limestone in 6 m. depth (Jenny, Abb. 7/2).

Flat ax in original setting of staghorn found with skeleton b in a depth
of 6 m. (Jenny, Abb. 6).

Problematical object, perhaps unfinished stone vessel (cf. Jenny, p. 293
and Abb. 7/4).

{1 Ibid. Abb. 1, 5.
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Grinders and querns have been found of which Jenny publishes one (Abb.
7/1). Fragments of hammer axes (Abb. 7/3) as well as «whorls» are mentioned.
Approximately rectangular small stone plates are said to have been found with
the burials near the skulls. A small black «button» and an object with a partially
bored but not pierced (Abb. 5/4 and 5). Beads of white, black and green color
as well as one of carnelian are mentioned.

B. Small pattery objects: Several reground potsherds similar to the ones
found in the test excavation of 1937 in stratum II (Fig. 15) are published by
Jenny Abb. 8/16, 17 and King, Pl. XXIV, 5, 6.

C. Bone objects; Many awls have been found of which Jenny published
several types (Abb. 8/6-15 and 18-23), as well as King on Pl. XXIII, 3, 4. King,
Pl. XXIII, 3 and Jenny Abb. 8/10, 11, 21 - 23 have the typical form of the
Copper Age deposits in Central Asia Minor (Alisar and Alaca-hoyiik), Jenny
Abb. 8/14 resembles awls from the chalcolithic deposit at Alisar, and finally
Abb. 8/15 such from the deposit of the Hittite period. The other types are well
known too, but are in Central Anatolia not confined to a special period. An
awl similar to Abb. 8/18 was found in stratum II during the test excavation
of 1937.

Staghorn axes or hammers and such of bone have been found (Abb. 7/5, 6
and Abb. 8/2). Other objects appear on Abb. 8, 1, 3-5.

D. Metal: Three small copper or bronze objects have been found, all
in a depth of 1.75 m., neither of them being of any typical form (fish hooks
and one awl). Awls or points of a similar type with a round or rectangular
crossection are common in Central Anatolia from the Copper Age onward, but
especially frequent in the deposits of the Hittite period.

July, 1937.
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VANDA YAPILAN HAFRIYAT (1938)

Prof. K. Lacke

Anadolunun sark kisminda bakiyeleri serpilmis olan medeniyet, Asuri
kitabelerinde Ur-Artu namile zikredilmekte olup bize de, baslica sehrinin, nis-
beten yeni isminden dolayr Van medeniyeti namile maruftur. Bu bakiyeler umu-
miyet Uzere hususi tipte ve tepelerde bulunan kalelerden ibaret olup bazilari-
nin civarinda bir sehir mevcuttur, bazen de hatti mihT ve Van lisanile yazih Kki-
tabeler bulunmaktadir.

Anlasindigina gore Vanfiler, Hurriler namile maruf buyuk kavmin bir su-
besidirler. Bir zaman Kafkasyadan Lut Denizine kadar yayillmis olan mezkdr
kavim, Ahdi Atikde de bir iki defa zikredilmektedir. Fakat gayet muhtasar zik-
redilmislerdir ve ancak Lut Denizi etrafindaki araziye Edomit’lerden evvel sahip
olduklarindan baska kat’l bir maldmat verilmemistir. Hititler ve Asurilerle te-
fevvuk hususunda bir zaman ciddi bir rekabette bulunmus olan Hurriler niha-
yet simale dogru puskdrtulmuaslerdir. Belki de Van go6lu etrafindaki arazi, ora-
ya simali garbiden baska taraftan girmek mimkin olmadigindan, buyuk bir
kavim olarak nihal yurtlari olmustur.

Butun Eurasia tarihinde, Hiimalayalardan itibaren sarktan garbe dogru Pi-
renelere kadar uzanan dag silsilesi esaslhi bir rol oynamistir. Cenubunda bulunan
kavimler, mutemadiyen simal gecitlerinden istilalara maruz olmuslardir. M ustevli-
ler onlarla sihriyet peyda etmis ve yerlestikten sonra kendileri de yeni istilalara
kurban olmuslardir. Bu istilalar ve mukabil istilalarin arzettikleri mudil meselenin
en muskul oldugu nokta, Asyamn Kiuglik-Asya olmaga basladigi mahal, yani Dicle
ile Firat membalan etrafindadir. Frikyalilar, Hititler, Asuriler tarihine dair ba-
zi malimat mevcuttur; Hurriler ve Hurrilerin Vani denilen subesi hakkindaki ma-
lomat daha azdir; Vanflerden evvelki devirde Van ovasinda sakin olan kavim
hakkinda lhernen hi¢bir malimat yok gibidir.

Bu kadar ¢ok meselelerle dolu ve bukadar az taninmis bir yerdeki mesainin
ilk mevsimi bizzarure daha ziyade kesfiyat kabilinden idi. Bu meseleye girisile-
bilecek baslica dort nokta vardi: Van kalesi, kalenin simalinde ve cenubundaki
ova ki asil sehir orada bulunmus olabilir, kalenin alt sark ucunda Marr tarafin-
dan kesfedilen hiicreler, ayni ovada kalenin takriben dort kilometre cenubundaki
kablel-Vani «Samiramailti tepesi» (Tilki Tepe).

Bu planlardan birincisi ve dorduncusi hakkindaki taharriyati tehir etmek
zarureti hasil oldu. Plani yapilmadan evvel kalede hafriyat mumkun degildi,
halbuki bu da bir mevsimlik is idi. «Samiramalti» nda ise ancak genis ameliyat
lazimgeldigi anlasihyordu, cunkd Belch tarafindan tecribe kabilinden hendek-
ler kazildig:r gibi Riley tarafinda da bu gibi ameliyat acele olarak icra edilmisti.
Bunlari ilk sene icra etmek mumkin degildi. Gelecek sene yapilabilmesi de kul-

lanabilecegimiz adamlarin adedine baghdir.
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Asagida gorulecedi gibi ikinci ve Ucuncu planlar kismen ikmal edildi.
Hattd bunlardan birisinin, hi¢ kimsenin tahmin edemedigi kadar muhim ve mu-

dil oldugu goérialdu. Ameliyattan zuhGr eden diger iki tasavvuru da icra ettik.

Van kalesi, takriben bir mil tulinde olup sarktan garbe do§ru uzanan ve
genis Van ovasinda munferit bir mevki isgal eden bir tepededir. Cenup tarafi
ucurumdur, simali de muhtelif meyilleri olan bir yamagtir. Asil kale, tepenin
yuksek garbi ucudur. Cenup cephesinin asagisinda harpten evvel bir sehir vardr ki
simdi metruktdr. Simal yamacinin asagisinda bir tirbe harabesinden baska mo-

dern binalar yoktur, o tarafta tepeye yakin topraklar hep batakliktir.

ilk esas, mumkiinse kadim sehrin mahallini kesfetmekti. Harpten evvel-
ki sehrin altinda miydi? Kalenin yanindan takriben altmis metre ve sark ucundan
takriben bir ceyrek mil garbinde yirmi metre murabbarnda bir ¢ukur kazildi.
Sathin takriben yedi metre asagisinda, islami ve modern tipte canak ¢émlek par-
calari biilunan bir tabakanin akabinde, evvelce «Vanik» namile maruf ince kir-
mizi kaplar da ¢ok miktarda bulundu. iki kuyu mistesna olarak bunlarin iginde
hic yabanci yahut muahhar tipler karismamisti, fakat bu Vanik satih ancak tak-
riben 50 santim derinliginde idi. O noktada canak ¢omlek parcalan daginik ol-
maga basladi ve takriben 8 metrede busbitin yok oldu. Daha asagida kaba ve
hi¢c dokunulmamis kum vardi.

Bu c¢ukurun (B. 1.) arzettigi meseleler, cevap verdigi suallerden fazla idi.
Eger ince kirmizi kapkag¢agin (Urartian) diye tayini dogruysa (bak: asagida s. 7),
bununla nisbeten modern bakiyeler arasinda kultirel yahut baska mahiyette ra-
subat nigin yoktu? Hafriyat icra edilen biatin baska yerlerde ince kirmizi poteri
ile miUnasebattar 6larak bulunmus olan boyali devetiyld rengindeki parcalardan
hicbir iz ni¢cin yoktu ? Ancak bir nokta agrkca belli idi: Kablelharp sehrin bu nok-
tasi altinda bir tek mutekaddim iskan devresi olmustur, hem de rusubatin derinli-
ginden anlasildigina gére uzun muddet devam etmemistir. Fakat kalenin cenup
cihetinde bir Urartian sehri mevcut olup olmadigi meselesini halletmege bir tek
cukur kafi degildir. Daha ziyade hafriyat icrasina ihtiya¢c vardir. Fakat modern

enkazin derinligi butin bu sahadaki mesaiyi pek guclestirmektedir.

Tepenin simal yamacinda, kalenin sark cihetindeki ise Marr’in biraktig: yer-
den baslandi. Marr, tepeleri hicbir zaman gordlmemis olan iki buyuk hucreyi
temizlemisti, fakat en ziyade kitabelere ait malzemeyle aldkadar oldugundan
daha ileri gitmedi. Binaenaleyh ilk gorilecek is, hicrelerin ancak bir caz’uni

teskil ettikleri genis taracay! temizletmekten ibaretti.

Sondaj icrasi i¢in yamacin eteginde iki ki¢uk saha (A. 1. ve A. 2.) inti-
hap edildi. 30 mayista A. 1. de ise basllandi. Bes metre en ve on metre boyunda
bir hendek kazildi. Cenup tarafinda, satihdan birka¢ santim asagida, garpten
sarka mail bir kayalik kesfedildi, hendedin cenup uctaki en buyuk derinligi tak-
riben 52 santim idi. Simal ucta tam bir metre derinliginde su c¢ikti. Yalniz bir-
kac karaktersiz poteri pargasile bir kicik mihi kitabe bulundu. Mesken izleri
yoktu, belki eskiden mevcut onlanlari seylap gétirmus yahut tepeden asagl yu-

varlanmislardir.
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Garpte daha ilerde bulunan A. 2., bu mevsimde kalemadx ciinkii sondaj
icin lazimdegildi.

Hiicrelerin  etrafindaki saha (A. 3) mesaiye 30 mayista baglandi.
“Bu saha evvelce karrstirilmrs ve kismen hafriyat icra edilmisti. 1k bityitk hiicrenin
(Hiicre B) sarkinda uzun ve az derin bir hiicre kesfedildi. Gayri muntazam su-
rette on altr kaba bdlige ayridmisti ki oturmak igin kullandiklarr anlagilryor.
Bunun fevkinda, kayanin cephesinde az derin mahkik bir hat uzaniyor, altinda
yine kayada oyulmus ve sahanliin kismy azami etrafinda uzanan genis bir peyke
var. Tam kosede, B. ve C. hiicreleri arasinda iki iri tas yan yana ve peykeye ya-
kmdn' Bunla.r, sahénhgm iizerine enkaz birikmeden evvel o mahalle vazedilmis-
belki kayamn icinde oyulmug olacaklardr. Bunlar mezbaha yakm olduklarmdan
belki (takdime masasi) tegkil ettikleri hatrra gelmektedir.

Hiicre B. de istel yoktur fakat zemindeki bir yuvanin istel vazedllme51 igin
tertip edmldlgl anlagrliyor. : Ps

Hiicre C. de cesim bir istel kaidesinin kirilmig parcalart bulunmus olup 6n
sathinda bir kitabe var. Profesor Marr bu hiicreyi aguigr zaman kaide yerinde du-
ruyordu, icindeki istel de kirdmistr. Maamafih Profesér Marr bile hiicre B.
de istel izi bulmadi. Biz geldigimiz zaman hiicre C. igine istel kaidesinin miitebaki
pargalannin boyunca toprak dolmustu. Bu topraklari temizledik. Marr'n hen-
degini hiicrenin 6niinde temizlerken istel kaidesinin miitebaki biiyiik parcasile
asil istelin miiteaddit kiigik parcalarr kegfedildi. Istel kaidesini yerine vazettik,
fakat asil istelin parcalarr mahalli miizeye gonderildi ciinkii istelin biiyiik bir
kism1 evvelce oraya toplanmisty.

Hiicre C. nin tam sarkindaki tas peykenin ustiindeki az derin dért gukur
belki aslen takdimeler veyahut bir nevi mayileri ihtiva etmege mahsustu. Sahan-
Iigin dig kenarinda, Hiicre C. kargisinda asil sahanligin sathindan bir metreden
biraz yiiksek ve kaya icinde kesilmis bir sahanlik vardi. Biz buna «mezbahy» adi-
n1 verdik. Bunun iizerinde, bir ucundan obiir ucuna uzanan ve asil sahanligmn
kenarina amudi olan, takriben dort santim derinliginde ve iki buguk metre eninde
bir qukur vardr ki dig kenarinda yamagtan agagr inen kenarda kazilmis bir hen-
degin tepesine yaklastyordu. Bu ilerdeki hendek, 70 santim derinliginde ve tak-
riben 40 santim enindedir. Biitiin civardaki ¢ocuklar bunun iizerinde kayarlar,
gen¢ kizlar da yolda durmadan asag: inmeye muvaffak olurlarsa sene iginde
mes’ut bir izdiva¢ aktedebileceklerine inanmaktadirlar.

Bu noktaya kadar, sahanligin temizlenmesi, ancak Marr'in basladigr isi ik-
malden ibaretti, fakat hiicre C. den itibaren garbe dogru icra edilen ameliyat sim-
diye kadar el dokunulmamis bir arazideydi. Burada beheri bes metre eninde ve sa-
hanligin uzunluguna amudi olan bes serit sirasile temizlendi. B. ve C. isaretli
hiicreler arasindaki saha temizlenirken tepenin yamac’mdaki cinsten diigmily tas-
lar bityiik miktarda bulundu. Biz garbe dogru calistikca taglarin adedi artryor-
du, nihayet iiciincii bes metrelik seritte dibe yaklasilinca taglar adeta yekpare bir
kiitle halinde idi. Bunlar siiphesiz biiyiikk bir duvar yahut binaya aitti ki belki
sahanh@mn garp ucunun fevkinda yrkrdmisur, belki de cenup cephesinin bir kis-
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munin fevkindan yikilmistur, Bu iki gtktan birini kabul etmek migkiildii, clinkii
bloklarin vaziyetinden garpten sarka dogru atldiklari anlagiliyordu; fakac B.
ve C. igaretli hiicreler arasindaki ve hiicre C. karsisindaki mezbaheaki taslar,
garbi uctan Gyle bir mesafedeydiler ki eger oradan geldilerse diistiikleri duvarin
fevkalide yiiksek olmasr lazimgelir.

Sahanligin sark ucu etrafindaki tas peyke garpten hiicre C. ye kadar uza-
niyor ve hiicreden gectikten sonra mezbahin i¢ kenarindan geri doniiyordu.
En garpteki ugta bir ikinci «takdime masasp vardr ki B. ve C. isaretli hiicreler
arasindakine benzer fakat ayni degildi. Buna yakin, sahanligin ustiinde bir is-
kelet bulduk. Bu bir metfen degildi, ve «ytkilmis duvariny taslarinmn teskil ettik-
leri cesim kiitlenin altinda idi. Bir duvar yikilirken altinda duran yahut kogan
Lir insan gibi serilmis bir vaziyette de degildi. Belki birisi uykuya yatmigken du-
var iizerine yrkilmistir, belki de bir zelzele eseridir. Sahanligin istimali terkedil-
digi zaman ile duvarin yrkildigr zaman arasinda biiyitk bir fasila olamazdr ciinkii
diigen taglarm altinda birikmis dokiintiiler pek aédrr.

Sahanlk tamamile temizlenince goriildi ki hiicre C. garbindeki saha, iic
cihetten kayanin icinde oyulmus biiyikk bir odaya benziyor. Bundan bagka, hiic-
re C. nin tam garbinde cenup cephesinin tepesiden agagmsina kadar uzanan 32
.santim eninde ve agtk renkte bir hattan miildstk bir duvarin varligr istidlal .olun-
du. Bu vechile, saha dort cihetten kapaulmrsti. Maalesef bu muhtemel duvar ev-
velce galigilan kisma ithal edildiginden izleri bulunduysa da daha 6nceki rapor-
larda kaydedilmemis oldukiarr anlasiliyor.

Kapatilmig sahanin gimali garbi kosesinde bir tili duvarin bakuyeleri var.
Bu, kaya peykesinin iistiinden kutrani kargilikli koselere miiteveccih olarak ve
sonra, kapatilmig sahanin gimal cephesinden uzanryor. Bir noktada ii¢ kat tas
kalmigsa da baska yerleri umumiyet iizere bir kattrr.

Sahanligin garp ucundakilere miivazi olarak, bes metre enindeki seritler-
den diger ikisinde, sahanlifin fevkinda ve garbe dogru kesfiyata devam ettik.
Burada ldakal iki devreye ait ingaata dair geniy mikyasta deliller bulduk, biri sa-
hanligin kesilmesine muasir oldugu anlagiliyordu, 6teki de miiteahhirdr. Bu nok-
tadaki mesai, mevsimin sonunda itmam edilmediginden devam edilmesi lizimdir.
ik devrenin hususiyeti, ana kayalikta haziflannmg az derin yuvalara oturtulmus
iri taglardan ibaret ingaattir. Bu sahanin hichir yerinde iki kattan fazla taglar
mevziinde kalmis degildir. lkind devirde, miitekaddim devrin igi temel yahut
temelin bir kismr i¢in kullanilmis ise de insaatta kullanilan taslar daha kiiciiktiir
ve gekilleri o kadar giizeldir, Ilk devre ait bir ingaatin ii¢ cihetini, ve miiteahhir
devrenin bir miktar dagink bakryelerini bulduk.

A. 4. te miitekaddim devtin natamam ingaatinin dordiincii cihetinin ma-
hallini tayine tesebbiis etmek iizere, garbe dogru 15 metrede ve ayni satthda, bes
metrelik bir hendek kazmaga basladik. Burada aradigumizr bulmadiksa da yamagta
birka¢ metre daha yukarda ¢ok daha biiyiik bir duvar oldugu anlagilan bir ingaatin
bakryelerini kesfettik. A. 4. ile A. 5. arasindaki sahanin temizlenmesi lizimdir.
Fakat bu iki sahada set ingaatr ve genis insaat kesfedilince yamacin tepesinden
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etegine kadar bes metrelik bir hendek uzatilmasr lizrmgelecegine kani olduk. Bu

_xse 29 hazitanda, A 5..in tahminen otuz metre garbinde bir noktada bagladik.

Yammptafk»l bu g1b1 ingaat izleri, taharriyatin daha ileri gotiiriilmesi liizu-
munu hisil etti. Binaenaleyh yamacin tepesinden etegine kadar bes metre eninde
bir hendek kazildr.

Tepenin sathr mailindeki setler sun’i olduguna delilet eden hususiyetler,

_kurunuvustai istibkdmlarin tam alunda qplak kayalikta meydana cikarak, hen-

degin asagisina dogru, asagrda tarif edilen biiyitk duvardan biraz daha agagida bir
noktaya kadar inkitasiz devam etmekte idi. Yani, sathr mailin kayaltktan ibaret

- satshr ortaya cikinca, boyunun siiliisanindan biraz fazla bir boyda genis ingaat iz-
leri goriildi, :

. Hendegin ist kISIIlI mspeten az derindi, ¢inkii kayalik ekseriya satthdan
bltkag santim a§ag1daydx ve duvara mahsus setler insa edilmigse de hicbir duvar
kalmamistr. Selguk duvarlarinin tam aluna tesadiif eden bir zeminin bir ev ya-

-, hut avluya ait olmasi muhtemeldir veyahut kurunuviistai istihkimlar inga edil-

digi zamanda harg karistirmak igin tesviye edilmis ve doldurulmug bir yer ola-

“bilir. Hendegin iist ucundan takriben on bir metrelik mesafede biiyiik bir kerpig

kiitlesi, hendegin istikametine amuden uzaniyordu. Bu kiitlenin en kalin nokta-
st takriben 1,80 m. idi, tepesi de yagmurlardan dolayr incelmisti. Tuglalar biri-
birinden ayrilamads, ibtimal kerpi¢ namile hild o mahalde kullanilan stkstiril-
mig ¢amur ilé samandan ibaret malzemeyle insa edilmis bir duvards.

Bu duvardan itibaren yamacin agagisinda ve bunun dékiintiilerile kismen

ortiilmiis olarak kirtk poterilerle dolu biiyiik bir hazne vardr ki kismr azamr aga-
gida zikredilen agir tezyinath devetiiyii rengindeki poterilerden idi. Bu hazne-

_ nin fevkmda, ve kerpi¢ duvarin tepesxle az ¢ok bir hizada olarak yine hendegin

*-bir yanmdan obiir yanmna uzanan irice ve kaba surette vazedilmis taslardag bir

tabaka vardi. Belki bunlar, tamamlle -zail olmug miiteahhir bir insaatun temeliydi,
veyahut bir cadde idi.

Biiyiik kerplc duvarin tam agaglsfhda birdenbire diklesen yamagtan asag:
ilerledik¢e dokiilmiis ve bozulmug kerplgle dolu bir saha kesfedildi, sonra da

_iki ‘buyitk kirgir ingaat ke@fedlldl

A

Bunlardan birincisi, yam yamacm daha yukarsindaki, kayanm itinalr set-
ler inga edilmis veghine ortiilmily iki metin tag duvardan ibaretti. Ikisinin ara-
sindaki sahada kayanm icinde derin.oyulmug bir oluk kutrani istikamette uzani-
yor, belki o arsaya mahsus bir mecra idi. Bu duvarlarin sark ve garbe dogru izini
takip etmek, gelecek senenin ilk vazifelerinden biri olmalidir.

- Tepenin kayalk sathr, ikindi [buyuk ingaata dik bir yokusla inmektedir ki
buyuk ve giizel kesilmig taglardan ibaret iki duvarin irtibatr heniiz belli de-
gildir. Birincisi hendegin bir yanindan obiir yanma simali garbiden cenubu sar-
kiye dogru uznmaktadir. Pek gens bir miinhani {izerine insa edilmis olup taslarin

3 henl_airi hafif ehramvari kesilmistir, su suretle ki birlestirildikleri zaman bir miin-
‘hani tegkil ediyor. Bu taglar alcak kabartma olup dort kenarin etrafindaki muay-

yen hat pek belli degildir.
B



Van kalesi cenup cephesinde yuksek duzluk
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Diger duvar, hendegi amuden kesmektedir. Taslart kabartma degilse de
miinhani duvardaki taglarin cinsindendirler. Baki kalan en yitksek noktada iig
kat tag olup herbiri, alt katin iist sathinda kesilmis bir kenar icine biraz geriye
oturtulmugtur, en alttaki de kayanin icine kesilmis bir qukur igine oturtulmugtur.
Taglar miinavebeten enine ve dikligine olarak tertip edilmis degildirler.

Bu duvarr garbe dogru takip edince gdrishiir ki hendekten takriben yedi
metrelik bir mesafede, evvelki istikametile bir zaviyei kaime teskil etmek suretile
birdenbire donerek yokus asagr uzanryordu. Bu istikamet degisikligi ancak takri-
ben iki metre devam ederek duvar tekrar bir zaviyei kaime teskil ediyor ve asli
istikametinde dort metre daha devam ediyordu. Sonra altr metre boyunda yokus
yukarr ¢rkarak bir koge tabyast tegkil ediybr ve tekrar bir zaviyei kaime seklinde
dbnerek asli istikametini takip ediyordu. Ug bucuk metre sonra taglar bitti, fakat
ana kayanin igindeki az qukur oluktan dolayr izi daha takip edilebiliyordu. Bu
takibe garbe dogru devam edilmeli, duvarin hendekten itibaren sarka dogru de-
vami da agidmalidir. Dig istibkdm oldugunu zannetmege simdi temayiil ettigimiz
bu biiyitkk duvarin asagisinda, biyitk miktarda daginik kerpigten bagka kayanin
icinde eskarp izleri az idi, ingaat izleri hi¢ yoktu. Kerpici belki sularin akintist
yukardan agagr siiritklemdsti.

Tepenin yamacinda kalenin sarkinda ve asagisinda Ur-Artian zamanlarinda
bir sehir oldugunu soylemek bu merhalede miimkiin degildir. Maamafih bu ya-
macta hem Ur-Artian devrine hem de bagka devirlere ait genis ingaat delilleri ol-
dugunu sdylemek miimkiindiir. Yamacin karakteri, poterilerden kat'i netice istihsa-
line manidir, ¢iinkii tabakalara ayrilmis degildir. Maamafih biiyiik miktardaki po-
teri pargalarr, yukarda Ur-Artian diye zikredilen ince strlr kirmrzr poteriler, yahut
guzel nakiglr devetiiyii renginde poterilerdir. Daha agirca ve daha siislii nakiglt de-
vetilyti renginde poteriler, hendegin tepesindeki biiyiik kerpi¢ duvarin yanindaki
poteri hazinesinde biiyiik miktarda bulunduysa da yamacin bagka yerlerinde pek az
bulunmugtur.

Ince kirmiz1 poterilerin tarihini tayin igin kati bir delil, A. 6. daki poteriler-
de bulunmustur. Bu da, Asuri devri miihiirlerine benzer bir grafito’yu havi kigiik
bir pargadir. Bu seklin, bu gibi sekillerin umumiyet tizere kullanilmakta olduk-
lart zamandan pek sonra poteri iistiine hakedilmis olmast muhtemel degildir.
Ince kirmizi potrilerin tarihi M. e. 600 senesinden sonra degil, belki de ¢ok ev-
vel olmasina kuvvetli bir ihtimal goriilmektedir.

Kalenin cenup cihetinde (B) caligmanin giicliigii ve simal yamacinda (A)
tabakat frkdanina mebni bagska yerde kiigiik bir hafriyat icrasile o diyara mah-
sus bir poteri serisi tertibine ugragmak gayet lizumlu goriiliiyordu. Kalenin te-
pesindeki biiyik duvarin arkasindaki sahada ;;oyle bir ihtimal mevecuttu, fakat
buna bu sene dokunulamazdi, ¢iinkit planlar heniiz natamamdr. Van kalesinin bes
mil simalinde daha kiigiik bir Vanik kalesi olan Kalecik intihap edildi glinkii al-
tindaki modern kodyiin duvarlarr yalnrz ince kirmizi ve nakislt devetiiyii renginde
poteri parcalarmnr degil, ayni zamanda, Van Kalesinin bes mil cenubunda kiin bic
hdyitk olan $amiramaltr’da kesfedilen kablettarih malzemeye benzer bir tipte
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poteri pargalarini da ihtiva etmektedir. Binaenaleyh orada, kablettarih zamanlar-
dan simdiki zamnlara kadar fasilasiz bir seri tertip etmemiz igin iyi bir firsat
gozitkiiyordu.

Temmuzun son haftasinda Kalecikte ige bagladik. Simdiki koyiin kale te-
pesinin garp cephesine en ziyade yaklastugr noktadan bagliyarak tekrar bes met-
relik bir hendek kazildi. Bu koyiin gimdi adeta metruk olmast gayemize pek
uygundu. Baglangic noktasinda yedi ile sekiz metre arasinda bir derinlige var-
dik ve hendek asagr indikge agik brraktrk. Ilk yedi metrede parcalar hemen ta-
mamen modern olup arasira miitekaddim bir ganak parcast bulunuyordu. Tam
yedi metreyi gegince kismi azami Vanik tipinden idi, heniiz tasnif edemedigimiz
karaktersiz ev egyasile bir miktar miiteahhir ¢anak parcasr da bunlatla karigik bu-
lunuyordu. Sekiz metreye yaklaginca nakisli devetiiyii rengindeki poteri adeta in-
ce kirmizr poteri kadar mebzul olmgaga basladi, modern pargalar da tamamile yok

“oldu. Fakat sekiz metrede hendegin iki yanioin kaymast tehlikesi o kadar cid-
dilesti ki geri donerek tepesini genisletmeden devam etmek miimkiin degildi,
pekaz zaman kaldigindan bu da miimkiin olmadr.

Kalecikte bulunanlarin diger bir hususiyeti, en modern dokiintiilerde bile
pek bityilkk miktarda obsidiyen mevcut olmasidir. Vanik tabakalarda giizel islen-
mis miiteaddit ok uglarr ve gratuvar ile birlikte arasira balta baslarr da bulun-
du. Mademki bunlar, hem demir, hem de bakir pargalarr ¢cok oldugu tabakalarda
bulunmustur bu kdyde maden ithalinden ¢ok sonra obsidiyen kullanilmasina
devam edildigi asikirdir. Belki bunun sebebi, bu mintakada biitin volkanik te-
peler de bulunmast belki de bununla ¢ok giizel keskin kenar yapilabilmesidir.

Bir kiiciik hafriyat daha yapildi. Haziran sonunda von der Osten ile birlik-
te icra ettifimiz bir kesif seyahati esnasinda goliin simal ucundaki ovada kiin
Muradiyede bir mezar hoyiigii bulundu. Modern Muradiye koyii, Vanik kale-
nin genis harabeleri hdli gorilmekte olan Vanik tepenin etegindedir. «Kalde-
rony» a agilan modern yol bu hoyiigiin bir ucu kesilmek suretile oradan gegirilin-
ce bircok tag lahitler ortaya ¢tkmis ve derhal yagma edilmisti. Mademki bu héyiik
hem Vanik kirmizi hem de devetiiyii renginde nakislt poterilere ait miiteaddit
pargalar ihtiva ediyordu bunlarin Ur-Artian metfenleri olmalarr herhalde muh-
temel goriilityordu. Binaenaleyh son haftalarda Van Kalesindeki kazilar birakil-
diktan sonra kiicitk bir grup Muradiyeye giderek hdyiigiin alt cenup ucunda,
yol yapilirken a¢tk kalan satha amudi bir hendek kazildr. Yol yapanlarin do-
kunmamis olduklarr bir metfen bulundu. Ag¢dddr. Tas lahdin icinde, dahilinin an-
cak kiigik bir sahasinr isgal eden bir yigin dokilmiis ¢amur bulundu. Bunun
iginde tamamile tipik bir islimi metfen bulundu. Bu metfenin orjinal olmamasr
Diger cihetten lihdin kendisi o diyarda biitiin islami metfenlere has olan su-
rette gimali garbiden cenubu sarkiye miiteveccih idi. Tag lahit ile kerpi¢ Ortiide
iskeletten bagka bir sey yoktu. Eger bu mezar miikerreren kullanilmigsa o ho-
yikteki mezarlarin bir¢ofu da miikerreren kullantdmis olmast muhtemeldir.
Bunu tayin etmenin yegane caresi hoyiigin daha derin oldugu noktada ¢ok daha
geniy bir saha agmaktir, Hoyiigiin topragr i¢inde mebzulen bulunan Ur-Artian
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poteri parcalart ancak mezarlarr 6rtmek igin kullanian toprakta kalan kirinu-
lardan ibaret olmas: ihtimali de bittabi mevcuttur, belki de kaleden akan yag-
murlarla oraya siiritkklenmiglerdir. ‘

Mr. Mueller, kalenin planlarinr yaparken, biiyiikk bir duvarin diginda go-
rillen altr parga yazili tag bulunmustu. Sonradan anlagsidr ki mahalli miizenin
miidiirii de bu taslardan haberdardir; fakat ne kopyalart ne de fotograflar: alin-
mamig; giinkii oraya kadar ¢rkmak gayet gii¢ oldugu gibi fotograflarinr almak ta
pek giigtiir, Sonunda hepsinin fotograflarinr  almaga muvaffak olduk, fakat
uzaktan, Binaenaleyh bunlarin okunabilmesi igin ¢ok bityiitmek lizimdir. Maamafih
bunun pek miimkiin oldugunu zannediyoruz. Bundan baska ¢aliymamizin son gii-
niinde geng bir talebe, Mr. Allport, gayet mithim bir kesifte bulundu, Biiyik du-
varin yaminda bir delik var. Ben bunun igine hicbir insan giremez zannederdim,
fakat gocuk, bu imkansizlik kendisini cezbettigi icin, iceri girmege muvaffak oldu.

Duvarn kalinligr igine az ¢ok karsr koseleri bagliyan bir istikamette gir-
di ise de Obiir tarafa crkamadr. Duvarin asgari iki metre ve belki de fazla kalin-
likta oldugu anlagilmakta ise de pek belli degildir; ciinkii bu delik, tas bloklarile
kaplanmys bir mecranin ucu olmasi mumkiindiir. Ortadaki taslardan birinde, de-
lik tarafindaki cephesinde bagka bir kitabe buldu. Bundan hi¢ suphesiz anlagihi-
yor ki duvarin bu kismr umumiyet tizere miikerreren kullanilmrs taglardan miirek-
kep olup bazilart da evvelce kitabelidirler. Bittabi her tasin altx vechi vardir,
duvarin kalinligr da asgari ii¢ taslidir. Mademki altr adet kitabeli tagin kitabesi
dis tarafa tesadiif etmistir ihtimlit nazariyesine tamamen tetabuk etmek sartile
duvardaki gizli kitabeli taglarin muhtemel adedi 6)6X3=108 olmas: hatira ge-
lir. Maamafih kitabelerin orada olduguna dair kanaat hasil emmek, bunlarin ma-
sil ¢ikartabileceklerine tamamen akil erdirmekten daha kolaydir. Cok siikiir bu
mesele, gelecek senenin baslica tesebbiislerinden birine pek uygun oldugundan
istikbale mahsus plinlarimizin miinakasasina tabii bir methal teskil edecektir.

A ile kalenin temizlenmesine (ikmali demiye pek cesaret edemiyoruz)
derhal tegebbiis edilmesi lizumu agikdrdir. Bunda hichir hususi mugkilat goriil-
memektedir.

Maamafih mademki gimdi kalenin bir plinina malik olacagriz, bunun
hafriyatina elbette tegebbiis etmeliyiz. Biitin o mahallin belki en sayan:
dikkat krsmidir. Plinlar ile fotograflardan goriilebilecegi vechile kale cesim
bir duvar ile gevrilmigtir, Bu duvarn iginde kalan sahanin kismi azami kirin-
tilar ile doludur. Duvarin kendisi ii¢ kisimdan ibarettir: Tepesi Selcuk eseri -
olmast muhtemel ise de dabha miiteahhir oldugunu zannedenler de var. Ankara ya-
but Istanbulda bilhassa Selquk ‘ingaatile daha yeni ingaatr tetkik etmis olan bir
miitehassisin reyini sormak tasavvurundayrz. Duvarin alt kismr Ur-Artian dev-
rine ait olduklarinda siiphe olmiyan birkag kat kocaman taglatrdan ibarettir. Fa-
kat iist ve alt kistmlarr arasinda kalan biiyiikge bir kistm, umumiyet iizere miiker-
reren kullanitmis kitabeli taglar ile drillmiistiir. Bigaenaleyh bu taglarin bir zaman
Ur-Artian duvarmna ait olduklarr muhtemeldir. Hatti ellenilmesini kolaylagtirmak
iizere ikiser parcaya boliinerek kesildiklerini zannetmege miitemailiz. Buou ya-
panlar Ur-Artian’larin miiteabhir bir nesil olup olmadigr heniiz agikir degildir.
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Yapilacak ilk is bu duvarin icindeki sahayr temizletmektir. Bu sahayr sim-
di dolduran toprak tabakalara ayrilmig ise fevkaldde miithimdir. Herhalde iist
tabakalarda Selcuk eserleri, alt tabakalarda da Utr-Artian eserleri bulunmasr lazim-
gelir. Bundan bagka bu sahanin zemini nastl oldugunu simdilik kimse bilmiyor.
Ur-Artian’larin kayaliklart kazmakta sayant hayret bir dehaya malik olduklar:
anlgildigindan belki arsivler’ havi mahzenler bulabilecegimizi daima tahayyiil et-
mekteyiz.



