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The Anatomy of An Opposing Sunni Movement in Syria: The Muslim Brotherhood 

A      

Ara  Spring and the effe ts of Muslim Brotherhood to the Ara  Spring pro ess  ill 
e e amined

 The Muslim Brotherhood  Syria  The Opposition Movement  
ama events  the Ara  Spring

     
  (  

Bu al mada  g l  ir muhalif hare et olan  geni  ir ta ana ve sa lam ir 
organi asyon yap s na sahip olan M sl man arde ler in neden ortaya t  nas l 
geli ti i  Suriye siyaseti erinde ne gi i et isi oldu u sorular na evap arana a t r  

are etin evlerde  mes itlerde ve ahvehanelerde sa a hal n ulundu u her ortam ve 
mah lde daveti yaymaya al t  u e ilde a ta ta ra olma  ere toplum ta an nda 
geni  ir yan  ulara  Suriye hal  ve Suriye devletinin siyasi i gisine nas l et i etti i 
de erlendirile e tir  are etin urulu  a amas  idari yap s  ta an n  olu turan s n ar  
di er ri a mlarla et ile imi  ayr a Baas artisi nin lai li  anlay na olan tutumu  
Suriye siyasetinde i rol  ve Be ar sad ile gelen d n m  tart la a t r  ama 
olaylar  Arap Bahar n n yan lar  ve M sl man arde ler in Arap Bahar  s re ine 
et isi de in elene e tir

 : M sl man arde ler  Suriye  Muhalif are et  ama 
olaylar  Arap Bahar

The Muslim Brotherhood is one of the ma or slami  movements  and 
one of the Ara  orl ds  most prominent and main politi al opposition group 

hi h as founded in gypt in  as a spiritual  religious  and olle tive 
movement  Syria as the se ond region here the Muslim Brotherhood 

 The Moderate Muslim Brotherhood  http: foreignaffairs om
arti les ro ert s lei en and steven roo e the moderate muslim

rotherhood  etrieved: 
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spread  sin e in the s  hen Syrian people ere trying to a hieve national 
li eration and independen e from ren h mandate  many Syrian students had 
studied a road at al A har niversity in gypt  or instan e  the founder and 
the rst leader of the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria Si ai Mohammed  together 

ith amid Mustafa parti ipated in a num er of lasses of al Banna  the 
founder of Muslim Brotherhood  in gypt  This pro ess provided the Muslim 
Brotherhood organi ation in Syria to e uilt on a solid on e ture

The main differen e that separates the organi ational stru turing of 
the Muslim Brotherhood from the other organi ations is the fa t that it 
edu ates its mem ers  intelle tually and politi ally  under the appli ation of 
a omprehensive program of assan al Banna s novation ta did pro e t  
The organi ation  hi h as simply trying to spread the invitation  at homes  
mos ues  and offee shops and on every platform  resonated at the ase of 
so iety  parti ularly in rural areas  Thus  it tried to rea h its goal  hi h as 
to manifest slam  strive for so ial in usti e and eradi ate of poverty and 
orruption a ording to the la s of slam

Throughout this study  the reader ill nd the ans ers of the follo ing 
uestions su h as hy did Muslim Brotherhood emerge  o  did it spread 

among the people  hat ere its effe ts on the Syrian politi s

n this study  as a leading opposition movement that is rea hing a roader 
ase and a po erful organi ational stru ture  hat ind of stru ture and 

ideologi al a ground has determined Muslim Brotherhood to rea h that 
po er and hat sort of state poli ies has affe ted the development of this 
movement  ill e revealed  A study of the stru ture of this organi ation and 
its internal or ings ill e analy ed y referring the emergen e and stru ture 
of the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood movement  its intera tion ith intelle tual 
streams and its role in Syria politi s  and its onversion in Bashar al Assad 
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period

Methodologi ally  the material for this study as developed through a 
pro ess of te tual analysis that has een applied to the data olle ted from 
various sour es  su h as arti les  ommentaries  and other te ts have een 
s anned  lassi ed and the ne essary oding pro edures have een applied  By 
this ay  a road anatomy of Muslim Brotherhood as analy ed and dis ussed

          

     

The asis formation of the movement s largest usiness odies ere 
harita le religious asso iations of lo al organi ations hi h operated 

independently of ea h other A ording to the dominant vie  in the s  
hen the Syrian people ere trying to a hieve independen e from the ren h 

mandate  the rst step of the of ial movement of the Muslim Brotherhood 
started to operate in Aleppo ith  people  under the name of ar al

r am  at the eginning of The founders of the asso iation ere Omar 
Bahaeddin  mir A dul adir usseini  Ahmed Bengasli  uad al atalysis  

ahha i A dul Sami al Tan i ho ere part of the middle lass ith no le 
responsi ility  The reason hy Aleppo as the rst entre of the organi ation 

as its eing the e onomi  apital of Syria  as ell as the region ith the 
highest population density  t as eeping lose ties and had lose order 

ith the ne ly esta lished epu li  of Tur ey hi h enhan ed the strategi  
importan e of the region

anna Batatu  ith a roader histori al perspe tive  as loo ing at the 

  hilip S  houry  Muslim Brotherhood in Syria      
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  The riting Board       
      Me te l d d  vol   

amas us  p  



Muhammed Tando an  Orhan nay  Tu a ld

  A   

situation of the Muslim Brotherhood asso iation  ar al r am  underpinning 
the name of the pro ess ith slami  history and ith a dis omfort hen 
Muslims of Aleppo passed to the hands the of the ren h from the Ottomans 
after the irst orld ar  Be ause  on e the governan e hanged hands in 
Syria  Aleppo hi h as the largest and most important ity  esides  et een 
the years of  appro imately  thousand Armenians emigrated 
from Tur ey to Syria  ndustrial apa ilities and usiness s ills of this ne ly 
migrated group did not only disrupt the alan e of the lass in the ity  ut 
also overturned the position of the mer hant lass  n the late s  hen 
the port of Ale andria  The u urova egion  Baghdad rail ay  rossing 
from northern Syrian territory along ith the ities of a iantep and rfa  
separated in the irst orld ar  Aleppo as deprived of the door opening 
to the sea  of the natural mar et eld  and of its inner parts  and it resulted in 
the entrapment of the trade in the domesti  mar et  These pro esses paved the 

ay for esta lishment and the spread of the ideas of the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement

amas us  here ould e one of the most important entres of the 
organi ation after Aleppo  as headed y Mohammed Mu ara  as the Muslim 

outh Asso iation  in the ity of oms  under the leadership of Mustafa Si ai  
it as named as Muhammad outh  in eir al oras od s Assistants  
Asso iation  and in the ity of ama  under the leadership assan al Banna s 
lose friend  amid Muhammad  the asso iation organi ed as Muslim 

Brotherhood  or the advan ement of the movement  these asso iations 
regulated ongresses in a more systemati  ay  and in the  ongress  they 
determined their head uarters in Aleppo 9 The organi ation that performed rst 
three ongresses here  in 9  too  the de ision to regulate the organi ations 
reating su units of every ran h in the ongress in oms  n their o n ords  

  anna Batatu  Syria s Muslim Brethern    ovem er
e em er 9  o:  p  
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for the purpose of the resurre tion of the slam  and to save the so iety from 
the in uen e of est  they started their a tivities ithin the frame or  of the 
general invitation method  in the pu li  pla es su h as offee houses  mos ues 
and mas ids prayer rooms  n this system  hi h ontinued until 9  hen 
Muhammad outh  organi ed a ongress in Aleppo  de laring to unite all the 
ran hes of the organi ation in order to ooperate more stri tly  and de iding 

to ontinue their a tivity in amas us  ringing together all the representatives 
of the organi ation under the same roof  To e ompati le ith the o e tives 
of the organi ation in gypt  it as elieved that the organi ation should have 
the same name and prin iples ith the Brotherhood in gypt  and in August 
9  under the hairmanship of Mustafa Si ai  the organi ation united and 

named as Muslim Brotherhood  o dou t the reason hy he as hosen 
for this tas  is the laim that he esta lished a se ret organi ation against the 
British in gypt and ra  and onse uently he lived in a very heavy prison life  

Moreover  he as the rst person ho organi ed an armed resistan e against 
the ren h in Syria  The rst of ial onne tion of the movement ith gypt 
o urred in the eginning of 9  and visits of A durrahman al Saati and 
A dulha im A idi to ra  and amas us played an important role on this

espite the fa t of the e isting lin  et een the entres of gypt and Syria  
some on un tural differen es prepared the ground for the organi ation in 
Syria to ta e on a more independent stru ture  t is an important detail that 
the organi ation in gypt had a more omple  and de entrali ed politi al 
stru ture  and pursued assan al Banna s prin iples  hereas the organi ation 
in Syria as gradational and more entrali ed  On the other hand  gypt as 

  avid ean ommins      S are ro  ress  anham 
99  p  
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not ethni ally diverse as Syria  hi h as the most important and determining 
fa tor et een t o entres  n addition  short time after the esta lishment  
the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood too  the parliamentary life  playing an a tive 
role in the onstru tion of the future of the Syria  o ever  the organi ation 
in gypt had aited for  years to e politi ally stru tured hi h dra  a 
different hara teristi  from Syrian Brotherhood  or this reason  even 
though oth organi ations had the integrity  in terms of organi ing  yet had 
independent portraits in terms of administration

      

n prin iple  Syrian Muslim Brotherhood  moving ompati le ith 
head uarters of the gyptian Muslim Brotherhood  implemented the shura 

oun il  r  system  and tas  distri ution as organi ed in a ordan e ith 
a hierar hi al order  Organi ational units of the organi ation ere divided into 
four

  The head uarters hi h as the top step of the organi ation  
lo ated in the apital  amas us  The entral  in hi h the high ommittee too  
part in  as managed y Murshid  president  The president as determined 

ith the votes of the oun il of  mem ers or ith the ele tions organi ed 
annually in national ongresses

  dvan iyade  el hvanu l M slimin  Suriye ed in ve d evle ve d
emo ratiyye          

    nited Ara  mirates 
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  t as the unit that ame after head of e  n the 
legislation  the ran hes esta lished in every region had to have a entre  and 
these ran hes had to provide a report a out administrative  so ial and ultural 
a tivities to the entre

 t as rendered ith the division of the units into small of 
authorities  The president as sometimes determined y ele tion  sometimes 
y high administration  n this system  hi h is a similar type of distri t 

headmen  ea h segment is responsi le for a spe i  distri t

 t as the smallest unit of the organi ation onsisting of  people  
and a hairman as appointed alled a i  for ea h group  The age and 
ultural homogeneity ere essential in these group s ee ly meetings  This 

unit had a parti ular importan e to the organi ation  t provided a strong sense 
of ohesion and fraternity to the mem ers of the organi ation

a h mem er  efore ommen ing to his mission in the unit he has oined  
has to ma e the Brotherhood Oath :

After this step  a verti al system is reated et een the mem ers  The 
mem ers ranging from  to  are responsi le for the administrative se tions  
determined y entres  n addition  eeping a tight relationship et een the 
upper and ottom e helon  it is aimed to reate a union that provides internal 
se urity

The organi ation has also legislative  e e utive and udi iary me hanisms  
The ele tion of the mem er has great importan e  e ause the legislature is 
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determined y the shura oun il mem ers  Be ause  giving the authority of 
shura oun il to the ompetent people  and determining  ho  the organi ation 
is going to move  its goals and here it ill stand  namely it is asis point 
for its vision  oliti al pro e ts are prepared  the analyses are made  udgets 
are inspe ted and the regulations are made at the oard  There is the general 
president  and the upper stage authorities at the top of e e utive  The pra ti es 
to e follo ed y the organi ation are related to the handling and e e ution of 
the ultural and so ial pro e ts  The usti e system is omposed of t o separate 
steps  n the high ourt here the rst step reated  the general murshid and the 

or s of the rst tier mem ers  the pro e ts anted to e implemented and the 
legality of the de isions ta en  are supervised  n lo al ourt of la  variety of 
topi s is dis ussed  su h as the resolution of disputes that may o ur et een 
mem ers 9

Through these ommittees  those are to e esta lished in ea h segment in 
ontrol of the ur an entres  the edu ational a tivities ere arried out in the 
elds of youth a tivities  la our organi ations and humanitarian assistan e  

There ere the evening edu ation for or ers in the primary and the se ondary 
s hools  n parti ular  the   groups youth movements  
had a spe ial pla e in Muslim Brotherhood s hools  These groups  ho had 
ta en semi military training in su h s hools  played an important role in the 
formation of the foundations of military ases of the Muslim rothers  The 
Muslim Brotherhood  in order to in rease the level of elfare of the so iety  
as ell as edu ation and training a tivities  y setting up relief funds to the 
families ith lo  in ome or no in ome  and y helping to strengthen the so ial 
solidarity  it as ful lling the tas  of strengthening ultural onte t at the 

9  adi amiyye  el hvanu l M slimun ve Taliati l Mu atile ve l Ala a mea s
Sulta  The Muslim Brotherhood    
August 9  pp   
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same time  The oor s ay  as the most o vious e ample of this situation  
eneral sports lu s ere opened in many pla es  su h as the ata ia  a iye  

and adisiyya ith ommittees providing servi es in different areas ased on 
the hara teri ation of assan al Banna s  evertheless  the 
resear h entres and the asso iations for omen a tivities ere esta lished  
A similar fund reated in a similar manner li e gypt for these a tivities  t 
tried to save the e onomy from e ternal dependen e y esta lishing eaving 
mills in Aleppo and amas us  despite their small si e   These or s ere a 
lear indi ation of a tive role of Muslim Brotherhood in Syria in every layer 

of so iety

           

The dominant po er in Syria  throughout ren h mandate and till the 
independen e pro ess  et een the t o orld ars  as traditional ur an 
elites and the lando ner ourgeois  They ere the ruling dominant lass  
although many lasses emerged after the independen e  n addition  the ren h  
y promoting ethni  and religious minorities in Syria  and ea ening Ara  

nationalism  endeavoured to strengthen the position they ere in  n this onte t  
it as aimed to esta lish an Ale i state in the north  a Sunni state at the entre 
and a ru e state in the south  ith a hristian state in e anon  Syria  divided 
into ve separate autonomous regions ithin the frame or  of ethni  and 
religious differen es  su h as: a al al ru e  Aleppo  ata ia  amas us and 
S anderoon  Minorities ho have ta en support e onomi ally and politi ally  
have also supported the ren h government  oining an indigenous army alled 
Spe ial astern Mediterranean nion  hi h as reated in order to ta e the 
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ontrol of the region  t as one of the most important supports for the ren h 
government  This situation  paved the ay to ring minorities to prominent 
positions in the Syrian army  parti ularly those of usayris  and thus to play 
a role in the politi al risis in the future  Moreover  this situation as also 
in uential on esta lishing a single denominational authoritarian regime  hi h 

as simply provided y elimination of the Sunni domination  and pulling the 
army into a politi al life y military oups

By the 9 s  the land reform e ame effe tive  hi h as prepared in order 
to rea  the po er of the ourgeoisie  ith the li uidation of the ourgeoisie  
the middle lass had lled their gap ith their o n nationalist dis ourse  This 
lass  hi h dre  the attention in Syrian politi s  played an important role 

in the onstru tion the Muslim Brotherhood  or this reason  in ontrast to 
Muslim Brotherhood in gypt  the organi ation in Syria gained eight in ur an 
entres rather than in rural areas  Although the movement spread in the villages 
here the density of population is less  these villages eren t arrying rural 

features and ere onsisted of large entres those are lin ed to ur an entres  
n this onte t  in the early years of the organi ation  the mem ers had middle
lass a ground  su h as mer hants  or ers  tea hers  la yers  engineers  

and ulamas rather than peasant  n fa t  this stru ture had resem lan e to the 
ur an middle lasses those formed the ore of the movement in gypt

n distin tion et een ur an and rural areas  one also should not ignore 
the e isten e of se tarian differen es  deologi ally  although the Brotherhood 
tried to e e ual to all religious eliefs  it ouldn t nd support from to ns and 
villages of est of ama and oms here religious minorities are in populated  

  o an ent r         
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o ever  the people ho have lived in ur an areas and have formed the middle 
and lo er layer of the Sunnis have headed the Brotherhood s esta lishment 
and development stages  n addition  the politi al intrigues played an important 
role on the Brotherhood s ina ility to spread in the less developed regions  

hen the Brotherhood pursued its regional a tivities in one of the villages of 
amas us  in Menin  in 9  the attitude of the mayor of the region as a one 

of signi ant e ample of this

The small s ale traders and ulamas those played an important role in the 
infrastru ture of the organi ation  had a great impa t on the development of 
the organi ation in the early years  Sin e  the small s ale artisan and mer hant 
lasses  in terms of oth e onomy and uantity  ere important  The traditional 
ig lando ners and their usiness partners ho ere several hundred families 
ere sha en and lost po er  o ever  the num er of small s ale artisan and 

mer hant lasses rea hed nearly a uarter million people in 9 They ere 
important in terms of population  sin e they ere omposing  of the general 
population  Therefore  the organi ation has the tenden y to get support of the 
small s ale middle lass mer hants in ea h period 9

n order to e pand its in uen e y the or ing lass and mer hant lass  the 
organi ation  esta lishing or ers  ommittees  made some union a tivities 

ith trade mem ers  onse uentially  it as a le to add to its ase the  of 
the or ing lass in 9 s  hen Sunni ma ority  ho had a say in state s 
e onomy in the post independen e period  surrendered disproportionately to 
Ale i  usayri  minority administration in 9 s  in a high per entage  

the opposition for es ere seen as Muslim Brotherhood  Be ause  the Muslim 
Brotherhood also pulled a ide range of students  tea hers  engineers and the 
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li eral professionals of ur an mer hant families on its side hen it as the most 
o vious and po erful opponent of the Assad regime in 9 s  By edu ating 
them  these fa tors ontri uted to in reased militanism and the periodi al gap 
among young people  espite the fa t that the num er of Muslim Brotherhood 
had risen in a umpy ay sin e its eginning  the num er of its mem ers 
rea hed appro imately to ten thousand in the late 9 s  The organi ation 
systemati ally started to reate the military ing and rene ed  and egan to 
a uire a different hara ter on its ground  t as the young population ho 

ere on their s and s and had a profession  played an a tive role against 
the regime

        

        

The nationalist movements in the early 9th entury in urope egan to 
gain momentum in the last period of the Ottoman mpire on its o n territory  
The nationalist movement  hi h started in Bal ans  and rought demands for 
independen e umped to the Middle ast geography  At the end of the orld 

ar  in the Middle ast here the Ottoman rule endedup  the idea of Ara  
nationalism hi h as ommitted against nglish and ren h lend into the 
Ara  ulture and pan Ara ism ith slami  perspe tives in the 9 s  The 
politi i ation of the nationalism on ept in Syria as materiali ed y the Baath 

arty  hen it as founded y Orthodo  hristian Mi hel A a  and Sunni 
Muslim Salahattin Bitar in 9  its asis as to reate a single Ara  nation  
This ne  entity emerged to uild a modern nation state and o tain a respe ta le 
pla e in the international arena  as ell as innovation and transformation 

hi h the Ara s needed  The founder and ideologist of the Baath  Mi hel 
A a  emphasi ed that Ara  nationalism as entirely related to the Ara  spirit  

  hilip S  houry  Muslim Brotherhood in Syria      
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and the language  history and traditions ere all e ternal fa tors  Salahattin 
Bitar emphasi ed that the united Ara  nation as divided y the imperialist 
po ers  a re resurre tion Baath  as needed  and this rene al as a moral 
and religious pro ess  To e Ara  and regain Ara  ons iousness did not mean 
to e Muslim ill or to e religious  The national struggle against imperialism 
re uired the Ara  unity at the rst step

espite the fa t that the Muslim Brotherhood rea hed to a large ase of 
the intelle tuals  students  and the ur an middle lass  and gained the support 
of Syrian Sunnis ith an Ara ism ideology y the s  the party s division 
into t o as nationalist  and progressive  redu ed the effe t of its po er in 
9  The party  hi h as reinvigorated y afe  al Assad s oup in 9  

mostly onsisted of y Ale is  turned its attitude into effort to retain po er 
after a hile  or Syrian Sunnis  Baath as non religious radi al regime 
that deprived the traditional elite of po er  so ial and e onomi  rights  n 
9 s  hen ethni  politi s turned into an ethni  ar ith afe  al Assad  

it resulted in the ollapse of the an Ara ism ideology  As the formation of 
the ma ority of people in po er as from Ale is  it aused the party lose to 
its legitima y  pon this  the Muslim Brotherhood intended an slami  state  

ith the ideology of ummah  hi h ould defen e the rights of all ethni  
and religious minorities  The universal ummah approa h hi h as trying 
to eep a ay its fundamental dynami s from ra ism and se tarian fanati ism  
in a sense  aimed to ring together the all Muslims under the same roof  after 
the esta lishment of the epu li  of Tur ey  in order to ll the gap after the 
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a olition of the aliphate hi h as put into effe t on rd of Mar h 9

         

The phenomenon of so ialism  hi h as rought in order to nd a 
solution to the so ial pro lems to ards the end of the 9th entury  started ith 

amal A del asser in gypt and spread over the Middle ast territory over 
a short period of time  and it as designated as an ideology and a slogan for 
the Baath arty in Syria  and om ined ith nationalism  it started to diverge 
from estern so ialism and too  on a ne  identity n this ay  throughout 
the phenomenon of nationalism the fruit for so ialist struggle ould e 
provided more ui ly  n short  the so ialism means ould e used for the 
ideal form of government  the nationalist poli y  Be ause  it as o vious that 
the Ara  ountries ouldn t materiali e an e onomi  development alone  
and they ouldn t stand up against est s apitalist and ommunist poli ies  
n addition  so ialism as not only an e onomi  order  ut also a lifestyle  

a ording to the Baath arty  t as a ill that omposed of un tions those 
ensured the ontinuation of a life of dignity  y a hieving a minimum standard 
of living in a so iety 9 The so ialist e onomi  system as learly stated in 
the thArti le of the onstitution that the state e onomy is an e onomy that 
trying to prevent all inds of e ploitation  in 9 s The Baathist regime as 
enthusiasti  to provide individual freedom ith so ialism  and also to add 
Ara  unity to so ialist ideology  and thus it greatly resonated at the ase  

o ever  the Muslim Brotherhood re e ted everything that la ed of slam  
and e plained that everything the so ialism suggested had already een ithin 
the onte t slam  

                  
       

  asan el Benna   p  
  ilal rg n  Sosyali m  The So ialism   ol   p  

9  Ma id hadduri   p  



The Anatomy of An Opposing Sunni Movement in Syria: The Muslim Brotherhood 

A      

The prin iple of se ularism in Syria hi h as strongly emphasi ed sin e 
the foundation of the Baath arty as not in the form that overlaps Syria s 
traditional slami  stru ture  Baath arty s emphasis on se ularism in the 
ongress in 9  gave point to the separation of religion from politi s and the 

need of religion eing re e ted to so iety y li erating it in its eld  n this 
ase  it meant that slam removed from pu li  sphere and as imprisoned into 

private sphere

The asi  argument Muslim Brotherhood used against Baath arty ho 
follo ed a se ular poli y to the religion and state  as the idea that the 
relation et een religion and state is ompati le  if the duty of state is to 
ensure solidarity among the people  the religion  having a great fun tion to 
a hieve this aim  ill materiali e it in the est ay  

The Brotherhood s slami oriented method gained momentum as a result 
of se ular ideology emphasi ed y the Baath regime that too  po er in 9  
n the period after 9  Baath lari ed its stan e on religion and implemented 

the de ision of giving religious edu ation only in small mos ues  Additionally  
property of foundations as sei ed and se ularism as in luded into the 
system y transferring these stru tures to the general administration  This 
understanding  hi h as emphasi ed y Baath regime  as a sign of the 
eginning of a on i t ith the traditional slami  sphere   On  April 9  

in a maga ine alled ey a   the eople s Army  hi h elonged to 
military  the anti religious dis ourses  the state is godless and omparing 
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everything that elongs to religion ith an ient artefa ts in museums  
rought a out the protests led y the Muslim Brotherhood and aused ivil 

diso edien e y tradesmen ho losed their shops  Be ause  a ording to the 
Muslim Brotherhood  there as no relevan e et een Assad s se ular regime 
and the se ular regime applied in est  and this regime as so ruthless to 
slam and Muslim  n the regional onferen e organi ed y Baath arty in 
9  the de isions su h as the support for o edu ation  restri tion of private 

religious institutions and stopping the assignment of students graduated 
from these institutions  ere in position that veri ed Muslim Brotherhood s 
laims  This poli y  hi h as identi ed y Moshe Mao  as an arrogant and 

in ompara le se ularism  aimed the redu tion of religious trend on the ase 
of pu li

uheyr Salim  one of the spo esmen of Brotherhood  stated that Muslim 
Brotherhood doesn t onsider that se ularism is against religion  se ularism 
re uires living independently  in every sphere in luding religion  at this point 
se ularism is not against religion  ut it is against the di tatorship  n today s 
Syria  the Brotherhood s leader  Mohammed iad al Sha fa  y stating that 
they don t ta e the e ample of se ularism in Tur ey  prin ipally put forth his 
o e tion y saying if se ularism gives freedom to religions  e an a ept 
this  if it applies pressure at any religion on ehalf of se ularism  e annot 
a ept it  n addition  it is stressed that on e the prin iple of se ularism is 
ontrary to this very asi  do trine  its implementation ill not e possi le  
n the onferen e of une  hi h  named  and held in 

Antalya  Muslim Brotherhood has o e ted to the se ular government hi h is 
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adopted aftermath of al Assad s regime  and the session hairman  Alla gani  
stressed in the de laration that they don t a ept the statement of Syria is 
a free ountry ith a demo rati  onstitution that separates the religion and 
state affairs  uring the meeting  rahim ariri  one of the representatives 
of the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood  learly e pressed that oth Ale is and 
Sunnis must have e ual rights  on the other hand they are against to se ular 
administration in Syria

           (   

aving gathered under the same one roof in 9  Syrian Muslim 
Brotherhood movement made up one of the most important steps of their 
politi al infrastru ture  Moreover  during the same period  the manifesto 
entitled as O e tives and rin iples  as indi ative of transformation 
of ene t asso iations those made up the organi ation into a modern party 
asso iation  n 9  hen Marufed  evali i in Aleppo  Mahmoud a fa in 

ama  Mohammed Mu ara  in amas us  parti ipated in the ele tions ith 
assan al Banna s suggestions  and Mohammed Mu ara s a uisition of 

parliamentary seats and ministries  didn t es ape from the attention the politi al 
elite and Syrian government  Al Banna  des ri ed the results of the ele tion in 
Syria as the of ial representatives of the ideology of slam s vi tory in the 
parliament for the rst time 9

ith the oup olonel osni aim  the hanging ideologi al and 
politi al alan es led Muslim Brotherhood to alter the method of the politi al 
orientations  and so ial a tivities in 9 9  At the end of Mar h 9 9  upon 
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the oup hi h as materiali ed y the Sunni eneral  osni aim  the 
ne  government at rst shut do n the orders  and anned ne spapers and 
maga ines to e pu lished  o ever  the heads arf an against omen  
the oil pipeline agreements ith Ameri an ompanies TA  positive 
steps ta en against srael ith the support of the S  as interpreted as the 

estern po ers involved in the oup  The main issue aim on erned as 
the reforms on ehalf of the regime gathered a great response at the ase of 
Muslim Brotherhood and mutual hallenge et een these groups  aim  ho 
outla ed the Muslim Brotherhood organi ation ith the other politi al parties  
hallenged ith his ords  After the oup in one of the lo al ne spapers in 
gypt they said “ ,

,

The Brotherhood  in response to aim s statement  sent a message to the 
armed for es  a statement signed y Omar Bahaeddin al miri  pu lished in 
Manar maga ine  on 9 April 9 9  The Brotherhood emphasi ed they ere 
struggling for a so iety in hi h the human and religious values ould e 
dominated  and this as their only am ition  n this onte t  the Brotherhood 
demanded ui  nan ial reforms from the government  and anted them to 
enfor e appli ations those ere in line ith the prin iples of onstitution  and 
valued the honour and dignity of the people

Syria  ith a oup on  August 9 9  as under the ontrol of Sami 
nnavi  The politi al parties egan to reorgani e in his period due to 

the limited freedom  The Brotherhood ene ting from the hange in the 
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administration  pu lished Manar ournal hi h as losed in aim s period  
se ond time under the name of “Manar al adid  e  Manar  n the meantime  
the Brotherhood  hi h as also interested in foreign poli y  as one of the 
groups that initiated a rea tion for nnavi s merger plan ith ra  Be ause  
ra s pro British attitude and the vie  of the monar hi al form of Baghdad 

made the Brotherhood un omforta le  although this merger ould provide 
the onvenien e for the a hievement of politi al and religious am itions of 
Brotherhood Another response to Sami nnavi s merger initiative ame 
from Baathist authorities  The desire to oin the t o ountries e hoed as a 
sound of the imperialist omplot  and as a oup  On 9th of e em er  the third 
oup hi h too  pla e in a year as effe tuated y dip i e li  

The period after the oup  the ele tions in e em er 9 9  in fa t  as 
an important step for the Brotherhood ta en to ards Syria politi s  The 
movement  y means of the propaganda hi h effe tuated in pu li  pla es  
esta lished “ slami  So ialist ront  oalition hi h as omposed of many 
representatives of slami  so iety and independent politi ians  and sent three 
important names  Mustafa Si ai  Muhammad Mu ara  and Mehmed min 
Tara i  to the parliament  This situation as an important su ess ompared 

ith the Syrian Baath arty  and the Syrian ommunist arty  Mustafa Si ai  
ent into a tion immediately after the ele tions  and prepared an a tion plan 

on domesti  and foreign poli y  and pu lished as a detailed or  in “Manar  
ournal a out the so ialist slami  groups  on  May 9

Mustafa Si ai  primarily  leaned over the alestinian issue in foreign poli y  
n this onte t  he as planning to unite all the slami  ountries to esta lish an 

army for alestine  and to strengthen the mutual so ial and e onomi  relations  
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n domesti  politi s  he envisaged the on ept of e uality and usti e against the 
olonial po er in anti ipation of a repu li an system ithin the onstitutional 

frame or  The politi al advantage hi h the organi ation gained not 
only ame into prominen e only in a pluralist ompetitive environment  ut 
also it offered to the hristian demo rati  parties in urope or the nited 
States the opportunity to e in an slami  party model  This as the most 
important thing that Mustafa Si ai perhaps planned and lamped do n for 
the organi ation  or this reason  on the one hand he supported the poli y of 
the so ialist slami  fa ade ith the radi al e onomi  reforms  on the other 
hand he envisaged an e onomi  o operation ith the Soviet nion  and also 
suggested idea of the slami  so ialism  targeting to prevent ommunism in 
this ay  n fa t  y the on un ture of the period  the Soviet nion as seen 
as a lesser evil against srael  Maruf al evali i  one of the representatives of 
the organi ation  stressed on this issue that rather than to e morsel of srael  
they rather preferred to e a Soviet epu li on  April  9

The Brotherhood  hi h sent  representatives to the mem ered 
parliament in the ele tions of 9  aptured a politi al su ess  ho ever  

hile advan ing su essfully in a tive politi s  it as interrupted y eneral 
dip i e li s se ond oup in ovem er 9  i e li  hose father as 

a Tur  and mother as an Ara  implemented harsher poli ies than the rst 
oup  and in 9  he de ided to ta e the administration on the ase of military  

li e osni aim did  n this onte t  he rstly dissolved the ommunist 
arty  the Ara  So ialist Baath arty and the So ialist slami  front  then all 

asso iations  so ial odies  and non governmental organi ations  e anned 
ivil servants and trade unionists to parti ipate in politi al a tivities  The 

Muslim Brotherhood had its share of this implementation and the entire 
agen ies of this organi ation ere terminated 9 o ever  in 9  among the 
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leaders of the politi al parties  rem orani  Mi hel A a  and Salah al in 
Bitar  ho ere e iled in e anon  Mustafa Si ai also too  a pla e  i e li  

ho asn t satis ed ith all these  in order to passivi e the Brotherhood s 
strong ase of students  he anned all student a tivities ith his iron st for a 
potential resistan e

hen i e li de ided to ross a onstitutional regime in 9  ith the 
ne  onstitutional draft  Syria hanged the urrent parliamentary system ith 
presidential system  on st of une 9  and i e li started or ing as the 
ne  president of Syria on th of uly  n Septem er  i e li ho e plained to 
legitimate all parties  hi h ouldn t let any dis rimination su h as ra e  and 
se t  opened the door for the return of the e iled leaders to the Syria  pon 
this  the Brotherhood  hi h returned to Syria from e anon at the end of 
Septem er  under the leadership of Mustafa Si ai  ame together in the light 
of ne  developments  shifted their politi al positions to so ial and religious 

eld  saying “the a tivists are more in the politi al arena  than so ial life  
After the se ond i e li oup in 9  the movement hi h remained ea  
arried out politi al a tivities through the mass media and pu li  movements  

parallel ith the developments of the gyptian Brotherhood in 9  hen 
amal A del asser de ided to e purgate the Brotherhood from gypt  he 

arrested  and e e uted many of its mem ers and prohi ited their a tivities in 
9  This as the reason hy Syrian Muslim Brotherhood arried out their 

politi al a tivities ehind

Many leaders  ho pioneered the Movement in gypt  had s attered to 
other regions su h as ulf ountries and a istan  parti ularly to Syria 
after asser s oppression  hile the harsh poli y of asser against Muslim 
Brotherhood in gypt had great reper ussions in Syria  the Baath arty and 
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pro ommunism movements assumed an attitude of anti asserist manner  
and oined Syrian Brotherhood protests  hi h made the Brotherhood 
stronger at the ase  Moreover  the Brotherhood also egan to propagate its 

or  through the media  spe ially in the middle of the 9 s  the ave 
of ommunism hi h egan to spread to the Ara  ountries hile Soviet 

nion as supplying eapons during Ara sraeli ars against srael  and it 
as in the side of Syria  the Brotherhood e ame a tive to spread slami  

values in the so iety ithin the frame or  of the invitation in order to prevent 
ommunist tenden y  n 9  ust prior to asser s intervention in Syria  

Si ai  ho had ta en the han e of demo ra y and freedom in Syria  sent a 
letter to the Ministry of nterior  and as ed for permission for the resumption of 
the a tivities of the Brotherhood  The Muslim Brotherhood  hi h o tained a 
li ense ithin the frame or  of la s  ui ly egan to arry out to materiali e 
its organi ations  The Brotherhood as a le to esta lish a strong ond ith 
the issues of Ara  and slam orld throughout the maga ines su h as “e
Shiha  “M slim n  and “ adarat l slam  those pu lished the same year 
and ontinued to e pu lished until the gyptian Syrian unity  espite these 
positive developments at the ase  hen i e li government as overthro n 

y olonel aisal al Atasi  in 9  a ne  politi al risis started in Syria and 
upon amal A del asser s tough poli ies against gyptian Brotherhood  
Syrian Muslim Brotherhood de ided not to parti ipate in the ele tion of 9  

hy the Brotherhood didn t ta e an a tive role in politi s at that time as its 
predi tion that the appearing ta le ouldn t hange  Sin e  the Syrian people 

ho a ted radi ally on the issue of anti asserism  hanged its dire tion ith 
hanging ta le in the gyptian politi s  asser  ho nationali ed the Sue  
anal  and riti ised Baghdad a t  er ely  e ame a national hero  or this 
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reason  the gyptian Syrian agreement of 9  reated a great oy among the 
people  espe ially among the Baathist party  ho ever  the organi ation fell 
into a ig on ern  The Brotherhood as right a out its an iety  hen it as 
dire tly under pressure of the state  upon the merger of Syria and gypt  On 
Mar h th 9  ithin the frame or  of the la  of the losure of the all 
politi al parties  the ran hes of the Movement ere raided  many mem ers 

ere arrested and ithout eing uestioned they ere imprisoned  amal 
A del asser  ho had een el o  to el o  ith Muslim Brotherhood on e  
struggled to erase Muslim Brotherhood from the territory gypt and Syria  e 
did not only dissolve the organi ation inside  ut also spread propaganda that 
the Muslim Brotherhood as Ameri an and sraeli agents in the Ara  orld  
This situation aused the Brotherhood to maintain their a tivities underground  
during the nited Ara  epu li  A  et een 9  and 9  The nited 
Ara  epu li  ended ith the oup effe tuated y Sunni of ers in amas us  
led y olonel arim al ahlavi in Septem er 9  t as also stri ing that 
the of ers ho performed this oup  assigned the of ers from the same se t 
and region to the strategi  points

The split of the nited Ara  epu li  represented the transition to a ne  
stage for Syria  and the Brotherhood as the Muslim Brotherhood  hi h 
parti ipated in the rst ele tions on e em er st 9  put the names su h 
as sam Attar  A d al attah A u udde  to the parliament  ho ould e 
the leaders of the Brotherhood later on  a im al udsi e ame the president 
and Maruf al evali i  the right hand man of the Brotherhood  e ame the 

Baghdad a t  ho ever  in 9  upon the ithdra al of ra  a ne  ovenant as 
made in luding the nited States  n 9 9  upon the ithdra al of ran  a istan it 

as eased to e ist
  avid ommins   p   
  i olaos an am         

            
          (trans  y Semih 

di  Asl  alay al vi  leti im ress  stan ul  pp  



Muhammed Tando an  Orhan nay  Tu a ld

  A   

prime minister 9 The Muslim Brotherhood mem ers  ho ere appointed to 
the ey positions su h as Ministry of ealth  Ministry of usti e  and Ministry 
of Agri ulture made some a tivities a out restru turing the land reform  and 
made various politi al attempts on erning the an ellation of statehood hi h 

as a de ision ta en during the nited Ara  epu li  This a tivity  perhaps  
as the most prominent feature that separated the Brotherhood from other 

politi al stru tures  o ever  the Baath oup on Mar h th 9  follo ed y 
the Muslim Brotherhood Baath risis in 9  tu ed the Brotherhood into 
a ne  politi al vorte  The ne  management  Baath  hi h attempted the 

rst lear san tion against the organi ation  de ided not to put sam Attar the 
Syrian territory after his return from pilgrimage  Attar started his life in e ile 
in ermany and tried to manage the organi ation there  though he as against 
the armed struggle  he as onsidered as a relentless opposition leader against 
Baath

    

The t o ideologi ally different organi ations  the Baath and the Muslim 
Brotherhood  ere ran ing in the same line until 9 s on the su e ts of 

alestine pro lem  the agri ultural reforms and the military di tatorship 
opposition  n 9  the Brotherhood  in a ongress hi h they held in 
the mayyad Mos ue  de ided to form a oard to oppose the  eneral 
Assem ly de ision  hi h divided alestine  and Salahattin Bitar said he ould 
attend the oard as Baath representative  n the same ay  the Baath  hi h 
stri tly riti ised the nearly elimination of gyptian Brotherhoods against the 

asr poli y  de lared that they  in all ays  ould stand y the Brotherhood 
in 9  o ever  the politi al life that Syria e perien ed in that tur ulent 
period  the ideologi al hanges ith the repla ement of the Baath people  
and differentiation of do trinal ases  ould not prevent the tension et een 
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these t o movements  rem ourani  ho formed the So ialist Ara  arty 
ith the Baath in 9  as the rst person to rea  this relation et een the 

Baath and the Brotherhood  ourani ho de ned the Brotherhood as Band of 
un ivili ed or ers  aused a tension et een the Baath and the Brotherhood 

y telling that the Brotherhood need to e destroyed under asr s feet

The relation  hi h as ra ed et een the Baath and the Brotherhood  
triggered the tension et een the h an supporters and the supporters of Ara  
so ialism that as om ined ith nationalism in ama  The in ltration of 
oth parties into student groups prepared young and dynami  people ready to 
ght  Along ith this  a fe  of the nationalism trials of the Baath that turned 

no positive results follo ing the Baath administrative ta eover ith a military 
oup in 9 the uts in pu li  servants  ages in the ratio of  and 

the rising of unemployment and in ation rates  made the uneasiness in Syria 
pu li  and e ame more visi le  The ivil uneasiness  in addition to e onomi  
re ession  as giving the signs of ivil ar in Syria  n this ay  hen 9  
in idents ere investigated  the om ination of e onomi  re ession and so ial 
dynami s ignited the i  in ama in idents

Sin e the mid 9 s  the Ara  Movement against the slamist among 
the students resulted in an outrage hi h lasted 9 days in ama  On th of 
April  a student in Madrasa al thman ourani erased the senten e on the 
oard 

 and rote 
 This hanged the histori al ir le in ama  Starting ith 

the arrestment of the student ho erased the senten e  the death of a student 
ho protested the apprehension of his friend  as rearguard fa tor in the 
eginning of severe rea tion among the people of ama  The appointment of 

the religion tea hers to other ities y the Ministry of du ation after this event 
raised the intensity of rea tion  The pu li  ho learned the in ident  rushed to 
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the streets  the tradesmen losed their shops  and sermons ere read against 
the government in mos ues  the hant a slam  a Baath  as all over the 
ity in a short time  n some of the demonstrations  ith the leadership of 

Mar an adid  some protesters  overing themselves ith shroud and sheets 
sho ed that the ampaign against the Baath turned into a ihad  min afe  

ho tried to survive from the risis y giving some onstru tive options to 
the Syrian pu li  ould not prevent the rising tension among people  afe  

ho responded to the in reasing protests  resulted from the poli e ma ing the 
shops open and o ners of the shops  resisting them  sent the army to ama  
The military for es  upon entering the ity  mena ed the people y om ing 
the Sultan Mos ue in ama hi h as the entral point of the protests sin e 
the mandate government  The attitude of government resulted of the death 
of presuma ly seventy people  and at the same time sho ed the rea tion to 
the people ho resisted to the e isting government  On th of April  The 
Sunni president min afe  ould not ris  his po er to e damaged among 
his ase in the events hi h ended ith the intervention of religious people 
li e rahim i e li  Muhammed amid and alid al Sha fa ho as the 
father of e isting leader iad al Sha fa  e formed a oard to provide pea e in 
the region and ordered his army to ithdra  from the ity  A ording to the 

 Mar an adid as orn in ama as a hild of ri h family  ro ing in the 
organi ation of the Muslim Brotherhood in ama  adid played a ma or role in 
the development of organi ation  Mar an adid ho as also a s holar of the 
s ien e ith a reputation  met to Sayyid ut  in gypt for agri ultural engineering 
edu ation  As an important follo er of ut  adid returned to Syria to es ape 
from the death penalty hi h asser gave to him in 9  Mar an adid as not 
afraid of pu li  struggle against the Baathist regime until the 9 s  and as seen 
as a great danger to the regime  e as aptured and imprisoned during the military 
for es lash in amas us in early 9  Mar an adid  ho died the same year in 
ail  onstituted one of the ma or milestones for the Brotherhood  ndeed  ihadist 

movement egan to e announ ed immediately after the death of Mar an adid 
as indi ative of his struggling spirit  mer aru  A dullah   p     
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e isting leader of h an Brotherhood  iadal Sha fa  the events too  pla e in 
ama as the indi ative of the seeding of se tarianism:

“The Baath  ho too  ontrol in 9  had his rst dispute ith Muslim 
Brotherhood in ama in 9 n a high s hool in ama  the army used real 
ullets and e had our rst martyr named i ar evvad  es  Mar an adid 

organised a mar h to protest the in idents ith the people ma ority of hom 
ere students  But  the army atta ed ith heavy eapons  The group  of 
hi h  Mar an adid as the leader  too  shelter in Sultan Mos ue  The 

protesters  ho said they ould surrender  e ited from the mos ue ithout 
eapons  But  the soldiers red against the armless people and many people 
e ame a martyr at that time  This is the ma or sign that the government s 

manner is not dialogue  ut ullets  That term  min afe  told ama s holars 
that The Ale is try to destroy ama  et this ity survive from this  This 
indi ated the spra ling of se tarianism  The ivil re ellion ere stopped ut 
se tarianism didn t end

The ama in idents ere a epted to e an important sign of politi al 
lo age in Syria  The relations among asr supporters ho supported re ellion 

and the Baath supporters ame to an end  The h an Brotherhood  hi h 
resurre ted ith the division of gypt from Syria in 9  e ame the apparent 
leading for e of separations et een the pu li  and the administration  Ta ing 
part in the demonstrations in 9  and having their rst loody ght ith the 
regime  the organi ation re eived an important role as Sunni opposition a t  
even if it lost most of its supporters
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The ultimate vi tory of srael in the Ara srael ar that egan on  
une 9  and lasted only si  days  ith the loss of olan ills hi h had 

a strategi  importan e to Syria  ea ened the idea of Ara  eague  even in 
Syria  The Ara s  ho had lost all the ars sin e 9  no longer tried to 
olla orate against srael under an Ara ism  ut to onserve the status uo 

and regain the lost lands  By any means  the ars aused a as o of Ara  
nationalism  onstituted the eginning of disintegration  and delivered serious 
riti isms and the leadership risis in traditional Baath regime  The radi al 

group  hi h as under the leadership of Mar an adid of h an  ho too  
the defeat as insult  ne essitated the dire t intervention to the regime  and made 
a all that the Brotherhood must e reorganised  This resulted in the rst ra s 
in the organi ation

ontrary to the Aleppo Team  in luding Said avva  A d al ettah u 
udde and Adnan Sadeddin  and amas us roup pu li ly supporting ihad 

against egime  hi h as led y sam Attar  ho too  the duty from Mustafa 
S ai in 9  and e iled after the military oup in 9  did not approve armed 

ght onsidering the in idents more pragmati ally  Apart from this  dli  
ama and eir al or groups  ho pro laimed neutrality  de lared to stay 

neutral until head of e found a solution to the on i t  The voting in 9  
made the disintegration et een t o groups more apparent  and sam Attar 
from amas us gave his pla e to Adnan Sadeddin  ho ame from radi ally 
in lined Aleppo S hool  Attar s refusal to ooperate ith Sadeddin  as the 
main reason of the disintegration  lasted along ith the 9 s

Adnan Sadeddin  ho too  the management  egan to dra  the ne  path of 
the organi ation in a systemati  ay of armed ghts  ven if the rst attempts 

ere not re arded y the pu li  e ause of al Assad s reforms  and the 

  Adnan Sadeddin   ol   p  
  ilal rg n  “ hvan  M slimin  “The Muslim Brotherhood   ol   p  



The Anatomy of An Opposing Sunni Movement in Syria: The Muslim Brotherhood 

A      

li erali ation in e onomy  the defeat in Ara srael ar in O to er 9  and 
the olan pro lem remaining unsolved  prepared the asis of investment to the 
armed for es  Mar an adid  ho dre  attention ith the protests against al
Assad regime  died as a result of harsh torture under arrest in 9  provo ed 
the ihadists to oppose to regime for the Muslim Brotherhood  The main reason 
that spar ed the Muslim Brotherhood as the intervention of Syria into ivil 

ar in e anon  afe  al Assad s support to Maruni hristians instead of 
Muslim guerrillas in e anon merely riti ised at the eginning  o ever  
the refusal of alestinians help  alled from al Assad  and as a result of this  
the slaughter of alestinians in the Tel aatar amp  e ame a turning point 
for the Muslim Brotherhood 9 The Brotherhood  ho thought that their o n 
army ould ght against alestinians  li e ise  started demonstrations against 
al Assad and his regime  ho ooperated ith ing of ordan  usain  and 
did not stand y alestine i eration Organi ation O  and alestinians in 
“ la  Septem er  operation on  Septem er 9  The Muslim Brotherhood  

hi h revived espe ially ith the attendan e of ollege students de ided to 
em ar  on armed a t  ater to hange the name as “the ighters of h an 
Brothers  “ i ollah s ioneer ighters  introdu ed the ihad to last ultimate 
vi tory and needs to pro ess a ording to various phases y starting a series 
of protests hi h targeted poli e stations and some of es of the Baath party

         

afe  al Assad  ho as the rst usayri  origined president of Syria 
epu li  started the rst religious risis of his many  y om ining legislative  

e e utive and udi iary organs under his ontrol and forming a nation state 
under his personal monar hy  and ignited the fuse  pon the hange in the 

ne  onstitution hi h as a epted in  anuary 9  the ondition of 
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president s eing Muslim ere removed as a ontradi tion to the Syrian 
traditions  The e pression: “Syrian Ara  epu li  is demo rati  populist and 
so ialist repu li  hi h as pla ed instead of state s and president s eing 
Muslim ondition in former onstitutions  did not pleased neither religious men  
Syrian pu li  nor the strongest opposition of ase  the Muslim Brotherhood

e ellions hi h started in ama and oms spread to other regions in 
a short time  Said avva  ho de ned the ne  onstitution as se ular and 
unreligious  ith the support of Sunni s holars  pu lished a manifest that 
protested ne  onstitution and al Assad regime  The uprising hi h gre  
systemati ally  turned into a re ellion ith the propaganda of the Muslim 
Brotherhood  Many people died in lashes et een army and the pu li  Said 

avva  Ali Sadreddin al Beyanuni and Muhammed Ali Me al ere arrested  
The pu li  on the one hand  ontinued protests  on the other hand  organi ed 
om  atta s into state organs  afe  al Assad  even if re added the ondition 

of president s eing Muslim to stop the rising re ellion  ould not lose the gap 
et een his ases  Be ause  the pu li  elieved that not only the president  
ut also the state s religion must e slam  Thus  al Assad s pragmati  attitude 

to ards religion ith his se ular poli y ould not prevent rising Sunni po er 
e ept in reased the violen e

ven if it as a epted ith the proportion of 9   the onstitution 
risis lin hed the per eption of al Assad s eing Anti slam  in pu li s  

mind  afe  al Assad as trying to please the pu li  y giving large s aled 
ompromises hile in the struggle of soothing the rea tion against him  The 

president ho started to sho  off y rapping himself in the slam  as going 
to the mayyad mos ues for riday Salahs  interestingly opening s hools in 
the name of uran edu ation  o ever  none of these ere the pra ti es 
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that ould ans er the uestion: ere usayris Muslim  To attempt for this  
al Assad  y gathering a out  Ale i religious men  pu lished an of ial 
e planation that their guide as uran and their se t is a ran h of Shiah
snaa eriyye  Together ith this  he tried to release the o sta le of religion y 

re eiving a fatvah from Musa el Sadr  e anon Shiah oun il president  that 
“Ala ism is Shia Muslim  n the pro lem of slam Ala ism  he tal ed ith 
Sunni s holars in media  too  photos hile praying in mos ues  and his visits 
to Saudi Ara ia for umrah ere a tually no more than refreshing his slam 
image

    

The most severe and ruel of the lashes hi h started et een the Muslim 
Brotherhood and afe  al Assad in 9 s  and had so ial  politi al and 
se tarian asis  started in uprisings in 9  and rea hed the pea  in ama in 

9 The num er of the deaths  hi h is today ounted to e  to  
as ritten in the history as the sign of the iggest massa re hi h an Ara  

state made to his o n pu li  in re ent history

The rising usayri dominan e ith al Assad period  sharing Aleppo soils 
to usayris  in e uations resulting from immigration from rural to ur an 
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aused that opposition of the ase to support the anti regime movements  
The eo Baath group  hi h as seen to e the radi al side of Baath party 
and led y usayri originated of ers li e afe al Assad  Salah edid and 
Mohammad mran  ould not prevent itself from rivalry among soldiers  in
party po er struggle and ounter oup as ell as they formed a sym ioti  
relations ith the army  pon rural origin minorities  e oming determinant in 
the party  it is o served that religious onds y Ale is against Sunnis penetrate 
in the struggle for po er at rst  and regional and tri e onds penetrate in 
the struggle et een minority mem ers after ards  The manipulation of 
se tarian  regional and tri al ounds in the po er struggle as on ordant 

ith Baath ideology hi h fo used on rea ing the dominan e of Sunni elites 
on Syria  The organi ation regarded as a model hi h as needed in the ght 
against anti Sunni Muslim opposition 9

urthermore  al Assad s indifferent attitude to ards alestinians in 
e anon in 9  ut the hundred thousands of dollars oming to Syria from 

Saudi Ara ia and ulf ountries  The Baath s inade uate poli y hi h as 
orsening so io e onomi  situation of the ountry started to distur  the Sunni 

elites from amas us  along ith the middle lass  onsisting of do tors  
advo ates and engineers hile unearthing the uneasiness of tradesmen  or ers 
and raftsmen 9 n addition to this  al Assad s se tarian dis rimination in army 
and se urity  his forming an army onsisting of Ale is instead of Sunni and 

ur i of ers  played an important role for opposing movements to in rease 
their violent dis ourse at the ase  Being Ale i ho as the vi tims of series 
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of assassinations  espe ially important Ale i leaders su h as  the re tor of 
amas us niversity  al Assad s onsultant  Muhammed al adil  eyh usuf 

Sarim and adir usari  prepared the onditions of Sunni  usayri on i t 9

atred against the oppressive attitude of the regime e ame apparent hen 
a om  atta  as held on Artillery S hool in Aleppo  the ma ority of hi h 

ere Ale i students in 9 9 Most of the dead students  hi h as a out 
eing Ale i aused the government to rage upon the Muslim Brotherhood  

ventually  in the manifestation  hi h as pu lished y Minister of nternal 
Affairs  Adan a a  the Muslim Brotherhood as a epted as responsi le  
The severe manifestation of afe  al Assad  involved not only the Muslim 
Brotherhood  ut also every thought against his regime and the Baath al
Assad  initially ent to ards all unions those remained indifferent to his alls 
and “the evolutionist prising  The ham er of Advo ates and ngineers  

nion  hi h protested the regime  pu lished manifestos to set the demo ra y 
and freedom in the ountry  alled for a general stri e in Mar h of 9 al
Assad  ho ans ered ith his o n style to these stri es  a olished and too  
ontrol of the unions  ith the reason of their intervening in the politi s  and 
ith their intention of sho ing the po er of the pu li  to government  This 
as  y any means  a sign of pu li s eing oloni ed y the state 9

On the rd of e em er 9 9  and in party s thgeneral ongress on the 
th of anuary 9  a de ision as held to ght against all the movements 

that ere elieved to e terrorist oriented  ifaat al Assad e plained that the 
government started to lose ontrol  ureau rati  system ollapsed  pu li  did 
not ful l their responsi ility in this issue and  if ne essary  the lood must 
e responded ith lood and pu li  should e ready for this 9 After the ar 
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de ision held in the general ongress in 9  an intimidation operation as 
started alongside the hole ountry  On Mar h 9  the heli opters  those 

ere sent to the isr al Shugur region under the leadership of Brigadier 
eneral Ali aydar  left the region ith hundreds of dead 9  The army hi h 

entered the Aleppo after a fe  days  destroyed the ity and ommander e  
ayyad as shouting: “ ,

9  ayyad  
after three days of this e planation  as illed in an am ush y the Muslim 
Brotherhood  together ith his seven of ers 9

n the operations  the mem ers of the Muslim Brotherhood not only in 
the ities  ut also in the prisons  ere un uestiona ly hanged ithout any 
in uiry  At this point  it as not important for the government that mem ers 

ere related to the uprisings or not 9 After a year  on th of une 9  ith an 
unsu essful attempt of assassination to ards afe  al Assad  everything as 
ended  and the operations ere made in almost every region here the Muslim 
Brotherhood as  Besides  many mem ers of the Muslim Brotherhood ere 

illed after severe tortures in Tedm r prisons 9

The iggest sho  to Brotherhood as the de ision hi h is still valid
ta en y the u li  arliament in th of uly 9  The parliament  y signing 

an order rought death penalty to the mem ership of the Muslim Brotherhood 
ith the ondition that the regretful ones ould e forgiven if they separate 
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ithin  days from the organi ation 99

n the rst half of 9  al Assad regime started operations against mem ers 
of the Muslim Brotherhood  The arrests and after ard the deaths ontinued 
gradually until 9  The Muslim Brotherhood responded to the violen e in 
the same ay and made om  atta s in  August 9  to Board of Ministers 
and then  on the rd of Septem er to the Ministry of oreign Affairs  On  

e ruary 9  the tension et een regime and opposition rea hed its pea  
The uprising that the Muslim Brotherhood started in ama  here as no n 
to e the entral net of the Brotherhood  turned into a massa re hen the 
army of al Assad entered the ity  Together ith ama  in Sermeda and in the 
villages that ere in the orth of Aleppo  the systemati  operations started  
The regions that ere plundered y tan s ere om ed for days  n the ities 
those turned into s amps in a short time  many people ithout identifying as 
a Sunni or ivil ere arrested and many of them ere illed  On April  
Syria losed her ra  order and e plained that all the supports that may ome 
from ra  to the Muslim Brotherhood for the ght ere avoided  n the same 

ay  Syria  losing her e anon order e ause of the lashes et een her 
soldiers and alestinian soldiers  sho ed that she as determined to lo  the 
organi ation in ama

The Muslim Brotherhood  hi h eliminated the rst sho  alled for an 
uprising y ounter atta  against the regime  The organi ation too  allegian e 
till death from pu li  y surrounding the poli e stations and state houses  tried 
to ta e the ontrol of the ity  By the ay  in the se ond day of the siege  the 
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thdivision s leaving the army and attending the Brotherhood  groups tied to 
the stdivision  moving from Tedm r airport to ama airport  and resisting to 
se urity for es  formed an advantage for the Brotherhood A ording to the 
e planation from amas us adio  afe  al Assad  instead of the groups those 
left  alled the usayri groups in e anon led y eneral Suleyman assan 
to ght against the Brotherhood Along ith this  ifaat al Assad s defen e 
groups  9  of hi h ere onsisted of usayris  lo ed the uprising y 
residing in strategi  points of ama and neutrali ed the siege

Started on the nd of e ruary and lasted  days  and ith the most 
optimisti  estimation a ording to Syria uman ights Organi ation s report  
the num er of deaths as  and the lost people ere a ove or 
this reason  al Assad named the 9  massa re as “re ellion  and tried to 
ma e the est of a ad argain  o ever  some groups and lu s ith the name 
of “Assosiation our a efense es i ertes et es rissoniers oliti ues 
en Syrie Asso iation for the efense of the reedoms and oliti al risoners 
in Syria  in SA and urope  started ampaigns opposed to the government  
The maga ine “al Min er  pu lished in Ara i  nglish  ren h and erman 
prepared y the lu s  su eeded to announ e the massa re to hole orld  

ven if it harmed the image of al Assad in international ommunity  he started 
tight ontrol on pu li  and ltered every esta lishment from pu li  that he 
onsidered to e dangerous  n an of ial e planation on the th of e ruary  

al Assad  ith the relief of mutiny  de lared that lashed ompletely ended  
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aymond inne us h  ho de ned the se tarian regime lash et een 9  
and 9  as the revolt of politi al slam to state  summarised the Brotherhood s 
situation and al Assad s late pra ti es as the oliti al slam ar  The rise 
of oliti al slam had already developed as the pu li s  muslimi ation as an 
ans er to the unreligious  un ust and inef ient governments rather than a 
rea tion to modernist ulture 9

The Muslim Brotherhood as defeated and got in ured in ama  stepped 
a  from Syria upon their head uarters eing destroyed  At least  they ne  

very ell ho  the regime ould ans er to themselves or any opposing voi e  
The leaders ho ere e iled or es aped from operations sym oli ed  in some 

ay  the separation of the Muslim Brotherhood from Syria o ever  this 
separation didn t isolate the a tivities of the Brotherhood altogether  The 
Brotherhood ontinued their a tivities in Ara  ountries  espe ially in ordan  
and in urope

Ali Sadreddin al Bayanouni from Aleppo  ho as ele ted in 99  on the 
ontrary to the amans  hostile attitude  y sho ing more moderate attitude  

a epted to ma e se ret deals ith the government  afe  al Assad got hat 
he anted  eliminated the opposition destru tively  o ever  the deaths made 
Sunni ommunity more marginal  The pu li  as ompletely a stranger to the 
government  afe  al Assad  in order to avoid a ne  ama in ident  anted 
to ta e ontrol y in ltrating into the alienated pu li  ith his “ eal slam  
strategy  Therefore  he gave some ompromises to the Brotherhood  in addition 
ma ing ne  mos ues  esta lishing religious s hools  Al Assad  ho e e uted 
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dou le edge poli y to the Brotherhood  made middle level pea e tal s ith 
the leaders  After that  gradually  people in prisons ere released  e 
permitted the returns of A d al ettah u udde  the leader in e ile  and 
some mem ers  ith the ondition of their eing Syrian individuals

      

After death afe  al Assad s  the longest ruling Syrian leader s death  there 
as not any risis ontrary to the e pe tations  Al Assad gave the signs of 

turning his system into a dynasty y putting his sons in the pu li  eye already  
Basil al Assad s  ho ere seen as heir of e e ution till 99  suspi ious 
death turned eyes to the other heir Bashar al Assad  After the ne essary 
onditions ere o tained in onstitution  al Assad the son  as ele ted as the 

ne  president after his father s death y heart atta  in une Basharal
Assad ho started his ne  duty y testifying under oath in pu li  oun il  
assigned A d al alim  Said haddam and Mohammed uheyri to primary 
position in the a inet

ven if they ame from same families  putting the differen es et een 
father and son resulted in the hange of inds in Syria  hile the father al
Assad as seen a traditionalist man raised in Syrian village  Bashar  as an 
ophthalmologist  edu atedin ondon  reated more modern and more ons ious 
image  These differen es made the pu li  to hope that ne  reformation term 

ould start A are of this  Bashar al Assad  on his th month in po er  started 
a series of reforms in the name of “ y saying:  “ ,

 At that time  terms su h as demo ra y  
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freedom and human rights ere used mu h more than ever

The an ellation of martial la  applied sin e 9 amnesty to politi al 
prisoners in Syrian prisons  the regulations related to the freedom of spee h 
and press in the name of reformations  ame ith some good ne s in luding 
anned the Muslim Brotherhood  Bashar al Assad gave gradual freedom to the 

Brotherhood  of  prisoners  ho ere released  ere the mem ers of the 
Muslim Brotherhood organi ation  Additionally  al Assad gave permission 
for printing and selling the oo s of the ideologies  on e in la list  li e 
Sayyid ut  Mustafa S ai  The Brotherhood  ho hoped to resus itate ith 
Bashar rapidly slide into politi al platform  The Brotherhood too  al Assad s 
moves as a ne  sign and e pe ted to play main roles in onstituting ne  Syria  
On  May  they pu lished “Misa  al atani ational onour a t  
and in fa t  ere reminding themselves to Syria and Syrian people and tried to 
indi ate that they ould or  ooperatively ith opposing groups 9 On rd 
of August the Brotherhood leaders gathered ith so ialists  nationalists  
left ingers and slamists ith the num er of a out  people in ondon to 
sign Syrian ational a t  n the same year  the leader of the Brotherhood  
Ali Sadraddin al Beyanuni  e pressed that pro lems ould e rapidly solved 

hen al Assad opened the doors for other groups and ooperated ith them  
Al Assad listened the alls from the Brotherhood  ontrary to his father  
ho ever  paid stri t attention not to ross his o n lines  or this reason  he 
o viously re e ted three demands of Beyanuni:  eleasing of all mem ers 
of the Brotherhood in prison   returning of those ho ere e iled and  the 
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an ellation of death penalty la  made y his father s ish

At the end of  the Muslim Brotherhood pu lished a manifest named 
“Me ru  li s Suriyye M sta el oliti al ro e t for Syria s uture  n a 
more re ned pro e t  demands of an slami  onstitution  demo rati  reforms  
freedom of thought  diversity  the superiority of la  and the e uality ere 
repeated  The organi ation signed amas us e laration  hi h in luded the 

asi  matters li e the draft of demo rati  hange  revie ing general se urity 
system ith the opposing groups su h as the ational emo rati  ommunity  
the emo rati  urdish a t  ivil A tion ommittees  the urdish 

emo rati  ront  the uture arty  and the Syrian uman ights ommittee  
The purpose of this as to ring the Syrian opposition together  ho ere 
s attered  n the de laration  in hi h slam as stressed ideologi ally  the 
demo rati  hanges ere provided as asi  approa h  a gradual and pea eful 
agreement as demanded in hi h there as po er transfer ith periodi  
ele tions

By uly  srael e anon ar  hi h started ith srael s entering to 
e anon  hanged the e tent ith the intervention of Syria  The Brotherhood 

silen ed and stopped its a tivities against Syrian government ho propagated 
against srael and lamed srael for the ar  After this strategi  hange  
Sadraddin al Beyanuni  meeting ith e assistant of resident A du l alim 

haddam in Brussels in Mar h  founded the “ ational i eration ront  
of Syria  Some ra s ere raised from movement s parts  A du l alim 

haddam had no n al Assad sin e his hildhood and married to a oman 
from his family  haddam  ho had also in uen e on ama events  his 
opposition ouldn t last long against the regime  The Muslim Brotherhood 
of gypt o e ted this partnership due to haddam s role in al Assad regime 
and important names su h as aru  Tayfur e plained that he ithdre  from 
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the front  iad al Tur  told that a possi le agreement hi h in luded haddam 
may result in ivil ar  Beyanuni elieved that  ith the help of haddam the 
tal s ith ashington ould ome a out  and it ould e easy that the regime 
may lose po er  Therefore  still eird it as  he ontinued his partnership ith 

haddam

The Muslim Brotherhood  hi h in order to a ommodate in the politi s 
of Syria  re engaged the li eral demo rati  openings  and had gathered all of 
the anti regime opposition under the same roof sin e  and as alling the 
ne  regime for li eral demo ra y in “the ational ront “in  although it 
did not elieve Bashar al Assad ould give on essions to opposition groups  
despite he sho ed a positive image in the international arena

             
 

n anuary  the Ara  Spring  hi h started ith a Tunisian man ring 
himself to protest the regime and ma ing a domino effe t to i ya  gypt 
and emen  later to all Middle ast  n Mar h  t o omen spea ing 
on the phone eyn al A idin in Tunisia  Mu ara  in gypt had gone  same 
to us  indi ated the footsteps of revolution in Syria  The omen  ho ere 
ta en in ustody  ere released after severe tortures  After a hile  similar to 
the eginnings of ama in idents in 9  the senten e that as ritten on 
the oard y hildren in er a “

, the most important motto of revolution  aused 
the intervention of Syrian for es  The response of soldiers ith guns to the 
protesters  ho rushed to the streets as a result of torture of t o omen and 
hildren  aused indignation and spread through the Syrian to ns and villages
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The fa tor that differentiated Syria from the others in the “Spring pro ess  
as that the opposition in Syria as in the dilemma of “ s at slahat

overthro reform  n other ountries  there ere no ords that regime ould 
reform  ho ever in Syria the uestion from the eginning as that hat as 
more useful: the e patriation of the regime or its staying and ma ing reforms  
Bashar al Assad  ho feared foreign intervention as in the ase of i ya  
thought that initiation of reform efforts ould end the haos and turmoil in the 
region  Along ith this  in Syria  here there had een pu li  demonstrations 
and protests against regime  and regime s onstant superiority and not losing 
its po er on pu li  sho ed that people did not ant this system anymore and 
needed more than reforms  n this on ept  the opposition  defending that any 
reforms ould not ma e any differen e  and did not a ept any option ut 
ollapse of the regime  iad al Sha fa  ho defended this opinion and the 

loss ofal Assad s legitima y  suggested that  upon al Assad s leaving  there 
ould e unity in Syria and  parallel to this  in all slam regions 9 Besides  al

Sha fa said that the Brotherhood as not pioneers in revolution nevertheless  
as it as a people movement  they ere supportive of the revolution

n the si th month of uprisings  the national parliament that as announ ed 
on th of Septem er  formed a rising point in Syrian politi s for 
the Brotherhood  iad al Sha fa  ho told that they sti  to the national 
parliament  e pressed that the parliament defended the revolution and the 
revolutionists ith all their potential  and they ere doing an international 
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struggle to e patriate the regime  and the Brotherhood ould do everything 
to a hieve this The e planations of the Brotherhood o e ting any foreign 
intervention ut if the pu li  se urity as the uestion  they ould only trust 
Tur ey government  and ould a ept the Tur ey s intervention  ere among 
the topi s of revolution that interested Tur ey

On th of Mar h  they pu lished a manifest that e plained hat 
type of a state they anted under the name of “Ahd ve Misa  min em ati l
hvani l M slim n  Suriye onorary a t of Syrian Muslim Brotherhood 

Movement  n the manifest starting ith “ or a free ountry and honour 
of iti ens the organi ation stressed that they ere trying to form more 
e ual  more free and more ivil environment for Syria  n the manifest of  
topi s  the Brotherhood gave the priority to ivil state and the onstitution that 

ould involve all segments of ommunity  The Brotherhood  hi h espe ially 
stressed the prin iple of separation of po ers  elieved that  afe al Assad 
gathered all the authority to himself in 9  and they elieved to eliminate all 
the la s those are in for e at present

Ottoman mpire s starting to rea  up at the eginning of the th entury  
estern states  struggle to e dominant po er in the Middle ast and the games 

played  onfronted the people in Ara  region ith the dangers of oloni ation  
Be ause of this  the people  ho rose to o tain national independen e and 
hallenge the est  ho anted to e the primary for e in region  formed 

various trends hi h ere organi ational and ideologi al  Muslim Brotherhood 
e ame no n in Syria after gypt hen Middle ast e perien ed an identity 

pro lem and led in almost all the ommunal transformations of pu li  revival  

The main fa tor that made the Muslim Brotherhood different from other 
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organi ations as that it targeted to gro  the mem ers ideologi ally and 
politi ally y pra tising the program upon ommunity  hi h as formed 
in on ordan e ith the “ta did pro e t  produ ed y assan al Banna  To 
a hieve this  the organi ation  hi h tried to spread the invitation in every 
pla e of so iety gained attention from the pu li  rstly from the rural areas  
The oppression and violen e to eliminate strong opposition in Syria  and the 
slamist groups ho ere inspired y them  started the footsteps of revolution 
alls in Syria shortly after the revolution inds in Tunisia in anuary 
n the turmoil resulted from the ethni  and religious harmony  apart from 

so io e onomi  reasons  steps to prote t the freedom of elief and national 
freedom of Syria in hi h there ere al ays dispute among the Sunnis  
Ale is usayris  r is and other minorities for se tarian and tri al on i t  
prioriti ed the Brotherhood for the opposition  ith these asi  ore do trines  
they ere a epted as the organi ation  li erated Syrian and the Muslim soils 
that ere oppressed under domination  ended the lashes y diminishing po er 
of upper lass in so iety and seen as a reformist movement hi h o tained 
so ial usti e

The Syrian Brotherhood tried to progress y eeping its image fresh 
in the eye of so iety for the politi al alan es hi h started in 9 9 and 
onstantly hanged y the serial oups in Syria  Their having follo ed an 

anti Baath poli y sin e 9  put an insupera le distan e et een the regime 
and the organi ation and triggered loodshed  The Syrian people  ho ere 
oppressed under a government hi h ere a ove limits  having een made 
po erless systemati ally y strong ma a  eing li e the old Soviet epu li s 

ith the hinese poli e state ay  made the Brotherhood to e a epted in 
the pu li  and spread over other pla es  The rea ing points in the so ial  
politi al and se tarian lashes et een the Brotherhood and afe  al Assad  

ho too  ontrol in 9  ere ama in idents and the murder of the mem ers 
in the Syrian prisons ithout any interrogations  The unsu essful trial of 
assassination to afe  al Assad in  une 9  ut the relations et een 
government and the Brotherhood ompletely  and any mem ership of the 
organi ation ould e illed y the de ision ta en y u li  arliament
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The organi ation  hi h as defeated in ama  ended radi al a tions and 
stepped a  from Syria after destru tion of their head uarters  o ever  the 
a tivities of leaders  ho ere e iled and es aped from destru tion operations  

ere going unnoti ed  Moreover  the Brotherhood  hi h signed amas us 
e laration in  and ational a t in  after Syria ational ront in 
99  repeated that they had a say in Syrian politi al life

The SA  ho as in ad relation ith Syrian government for a hile  
ondemned al Assad for his violent attitude and in  August  alled 

for his stepping a  e ause he lost his legitima y  A fe  months later  the 
SA organised a meeting to form an opposition ith the attendan e of most 

ountries  in oha  the apital of atar  A ording to the SA  the Syrian 
ational ongress S  failed as the mem ers ere out of the ountry for 

  and  years  They lived far from the truths in Syria  They ould not 
gather all the opposition for es in one group and failed  To do this  a road

ased anti Assad organi ation should have een esta lished against Assad  in 
hi h everyone ould nd a pla e in it  n this onte t  on th of ovem er 

 the merger of Syrian dissidents under one roof in the name of “the 
Syrian Opposition and evolutionary ational or es oalition  under the 
leadership Shei h Ahmad Moa  al ati  sho ed the determination to a hieve 
their o e tives
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