
   

                 
         

              

      

           
             

           
              

              
             

           
            

             
            

             
       

        
 



Identifying the Georgians Living in Turkey as a Diasporic Community

D  I     

Tarih oyunca insan ar ireyse  o arak ya da grup ar ha inde u us araras  s n r ar n 

tesine g  etmektedir er  Diaspora  terimi gene  o arak u t r g  hareket erini 

tan m amak i in ku an maktad r   akat diaspora ar n arkas ndaki gerek e eri 

a k amak  iki nedenden do ay  o duk a or ir i tir  irinci neden udur ki  insan ar 

kendi ya am ar n  devam ettirmek i in a ka ke ere ok e it i neden erden do ay  

gitmektedir er  kinci neden ise  ir ok fark  gidi  se e inin mevcut o mas d r  t n 

un ara ra men diaspora ar  kendi erini g men veya m teci gi i grup ardan ay ran 

e irgin e ik ere sahiptir er  u noktadan hareket e u a man n amac  T rkiye de 

ya ayan  G rc erin diaspora o arak tan m an p tan m anamayaca n  diasporan n 

gene  e ik eri nda a k amaya a makt r  a man n di er ir amac  ise 

G rc ere diaspora ak  a s  i e aka i mektir  unu da diasporan n an am n  fark  

y n eri i e a k amaya a arak ve s man G rc erin g n n k sa ir tarihse  arka 

p an n  vererek yapmaya a aca  

 Diaspora  diaspora  top u uk  muhacir G rc er  anayurt  ev 

sahi i ke  

The re ationship et een the ttoman mpire and Georgia egan ith the 
anne ation of outh est Georgia in  It as then hen Is am egan to 
spread amongst the Georgians  so this date may e accepted as the eginning 
of the history of the Georgians iving in Turkey  The Georgians iving around 

rtvin a city hich is ocated in the north eastern part of Turkey  did not 
change their ocation  everthe ess  this region as anne ed y the ttoman 

mpire in the th century  The Georgians immigrated to the severa  different 

  uhittin G  “T rk G rc  i ki eri ve T rkiye G rc eri  Turco Georgian 
e ations and Turkey Georgians  
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provinces of natolia  such as Istan ul  akarya  and ocaeli after the ttoman
ussian ar   lthough the ne  ttoman administration and the 

acceptance of Islam led to changes in the Georgian lifestyle  Georgians have 
retained their language and several of their traditions

It is kno n that a large num er of Georgians have een living in Turkey 
for many years  o ever  there is almost no research a out hether they can 

e considered as diaspora or not  lthough the term Georgian diaspora  is not 
used roadly  this study ill attempt to identify hether the Georgians living 
in Turkey are a diasporic community or immigrants ith features similar to 
diasporas  

Diasporas have distinctive features separating them from other 
communities  such as refugee and immigrant  ore particularly  diaspora is a 
very signi cant concept that goes into constructing a national identity in a host 
country  It comprises the endeavouring for the protection of national identity 
and recreating the social memory related to their homeland  It also includes 

orking for the ene t of the native country  ccording to utler  diaspora 
even re uires the connection et een identity and dynamic participation in 
the politics of the host country and homeland   ence  this study ill try to 
understand the process of identi cation for Georgian immigrants  This study 

ill also assist in looking at the Georgian community in a diasporic perspective

The study ill e divided into t o main sections  The rst section 
starts ith a literature revie  that aims to de ne the meaning of diaspora in 
different aspects  The second section sets out to identify hether the Georgian 
community living in Turkey are to e considered as a diaspora or not  as ell 
as providing a rief historical ackground of their immigration  

  
   D  utler  “De ning Diaspora  e ning a Discourse  online  vol  
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There are many different de nitions  as ell as a considera le num er 
of dissimilar categories  of diaspora that are used all over the orld  Thus  it 
might seem dif cult to appropriately de ne diaspora  and to identify its many 
categorisations  This  ho ever  can e successfully accomplished upon a rief 
analysis of ho  the authors in the eld have come to conceptualise the term  

irstly  afran de nes diaspora as people living outside the homeland  
econdly  according to ra iel  diaspora historically and typically denotes the 

scattering of people from their homelands into ne  communities across the 
orld  Thirdly  according to utler  diaspora may e de ned at its simplest  

as the dispersal of a people from its original homeland  There are several 
reasons hy many different de nitions regarding diasporas have emerged 
recently  utler e plains t o principal reasons for this  The rst is that there 
has een an increase in mass movements of human eings in comparison to the 
ancient orld  nd the second addresses the development of communication 
and transportation technologies   

ccording to ahl eck  the concept of diaspora as originally a reference 
to the dispersal of the e s from their ancestral homeland 9 hen e ploring the 
historical records  ho ever  people have  either one y one  or in groups  moved 
from homeland to host countries  Today  generally the term “diaspora  de nes 
these kinds of movement from the country of origin to other countries  n 

   afran  “Diasporas in odern ocieties  yths of omeland and eturn  
online  vol  I  99  p   accessed  ugust  
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the other hand  the e amination of the motives ehind the spread of diasporas 
is a dif cult task for t o reasons  irstly  people spread out to live in other 
countries for many different reasons  econdly  there are many distri ution 
types  ne cannot categorise them easily  Esman  in his ook “Diasporas in 
the Contemporary orld  states that diasporas  have emerged as a result of 
transnational migration  e asserts that  throughout the last century  diasporas 
have spread out from various ethnic and cultural ackgrounds ith different 
a ilities and purposes  or instance  it has een o served that one could 
consider the panish settlers in merica as eing a diaspora  like ise  they 
may e unemployed la ourers  like the Turks in contemporary Europe for 
e ample  and they may e talented orkers or ell educated professionals  as 
the modern sians in ilicon Valley and Vancouver illustrate  

It is clear that there are various refugee e periences  ence  e need to 
distinguish the refugee from the usual immigrant  ahl eck makes the claim 
that it is not ade uate to approach the speci c refugee e perience as a kind 
of transnational migration  s a result  the concept of diaspora has occurred 
in order to identify this sort of e perience as ell as provide a conceptual 
frame ork

lthough  the e act num er of transnational migrants cannot e estimated 
e actly  the current gures estimate that the diaspora population is increasing 
to a considera le amount  ccording to nited ations estimates  in  
as many as  million people lived in another country esides the one of 
their irth  This population has constituted appro imately  per cent of the 

orld s population  Esman claims that this increased num er is the result of 
glo ali ation  

    Esman   Cam ridge 9
  Esman  
  ahl eck   pp  
   C  Dumont  “Glo al ro le of Diasporas  
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afran suggests that diaspora seems to e utilised for several types of 
people in order for metaphoric designations  afran suggests a classi cation 

ithin the concept of diaspora for these types of people

ccording to afran s diasporas ta onomy  there are four distinct categories  
 and  

Cohen  in comparison  categorised diaspora into ve parts  hich emphasise 
their derivation and takes account of transnational migrant movements  vi  

 and   n the other hand  Esman offers 
a different ta onomy of three classes   and  

ence  today  diaspora seems to e gradually  used more for classifying several 
categories of people  e patriates  e pellees  political refugees  asylum seekers  
alien residents  descent  ethnic  and racial minorities  

afran de nes the term diaspora as characterised y si  common features 9 
The rst is that the term diaspora refers to people ho have een dispersed 
from a speci c original centre to t o or more peripheral or foreign regions  
The second is that diaspora applies hen those dis anded communities retain a 
collective memory  vision  or myth a out their original homeland its physical 
location  history and achievements  The third is that diasporic communities 
are identi ed y a de nite elief that they are not and perhaps cannot e fully 
accepted y their host society and therefore feel partly alienated and insulated 
from it  The fourth  as afran claims  declares that they regard their ancestral 
homeland as their true  ideal home and as the place to hich they or their 
descendants ould eventually return  hen conditions are appropriate  The 

  afran   pp  99
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fth is that diasporic communities rmly elieve that they should  collectively  
e committed to the maintenance or restoration of their original homeland 

and to its safety and prosperity  The last one is that diasporas and diasporic 
communities typically  relate  personally or vicariously  to that homeland in one 

ay or another  and their ethno communal sic  consciousness and solidarity 
are importantly de ned y the e istence of such a relationship  

n the other hand  it seems that there is an agreement among most scholars 
afran  Cohen  T l lyan  Clifford  utler  on three fundamental features of 

diaspora  These features are e plained y utler  as follo s

irstly  there must e a minimum of t o destinations  econdly  there must 
e some relationship to an actual or imagined homeland  Thirdly  there must e 

self a areness of the group identity  utler adds the fourth one hich is  the 
temporal historical dimension or temporary e ile   It may e de ned as eing  
a le to return to their  homeland ithin a  single generation ut  mostly over 
at least t o generations is re uired  In this study  these features of diasporas 

ill help us to identify the Georgian immigrants living in Turkey

ccording to agnarella  the largest group of Caucasians are the 
Georgians  ho num er a ove  million in Georgia and more than  in 
Turkey  ccording to the ational tatistics f ce of Georgia  the population 
of Georgia as a out  million in  oreover  the oldest political 
convention and alpha et of the Georgians dates ack to the th century D  

agnarella proceeds to give information regarding the Georgians as follo s  

  ra il   pp  
  utler   p  9
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They call themselves  and their homeland The European 
designations for them  e g  Italian rench  and English 
Georgian  derive from the ersian  hich as altered y the European 
Crusaders to resem le the name of aint George  The Georgians are divided 
into t o dialect groups y the urami ountains  The Eastern Group is 
comprised of artli  akheti  Ingilo  and the estern Group consists of 
Imereti  acha  and Guria  The Georgian dcharians d hars  living  in the 

atumi area speak the same dialect as the Gurians  their northern neigh ours  
ut differ from them  culturally y eing uslims  

 further de nition y G l suggests that the Georgians may e de ned as a 
local folk in the geography of the Caucasus  

The Georgians formerly had lived ith the old sian tri es in the highly 
active Caucasus region  Looking at the history of Georgia  it can e argued 
that there are a fe  important milestones  irstly  agnarella notes that a ne  
set of eliefs Christianity  had entered the geography of the Caucasus y 
the rd century  econdly  in the course of the ne t si  centuries different 
sites of Georgia had een controlled y the y antine and Iranian Empires  
This as follo ed y the invasion of the ongols in the th century  Thirdly  
the con uest of y antium and the con uering of Istan ul y the ttoman 
Empire in  led to isolation et een Georgia and estern Christendom  
Lastly  Georgia as invaded y ussia in the th century and remained under 
their control until 99  hen they nally gained their independence   t the 
present time  Georgia is an independent country hich has a population of 
appro imately  million  

   p  
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s mentioned earlier  G l argues that the relationship et een the ttoman 
Empire and Georgia egan ith the anne ation of outh est Georgia in  

o ever  agnarella claims that the relationship egan ith the con uest of 
Tra on in  y the ttomans 9 n the other hand  the immigrants from 
Georgia arrived in natolia in the 9th century  s ice points out  ho ever  it 
is kno n that some Caucasian families migrated voluntarily to natolia in the 

rst half of the s  e also notes that forced immigration proceeded during 
three different periods  vi    and 9 9  respectively  
Immigration reached its peak et een  and  due to the ttoman

ussian ar  It is important to note  ho ever  that the immigration process 
progressed until the 9 s  

hen looking at the history of the Georgian people living in Turkey  they 
can e divided into three groups according to their immigration time and 
circumstances  The rst group is the Georgians ho live in rtvin a city hich 
is located in the north eastern of Turkey  They ere already living there since 
the eginning  The second group is the Georgian immigrants ho are called 
speci cally Chvene uri  They immigrated due to the ttoman ussian ar 

 hich is also kno n in ttoman sources as 9  ar i  This group 
settled in several different districts of natolia  such as Istan ul  akarya and 

ocaeli  utkarad e adds these sites as ell  Tra on  Giresun  amsun  
atsa  rdu  nye  inop  onguldak  mit  nik  mir  tahya  al kesir  

  G l  
9  agnarella  

   el  igration and o er olitics  the settlement of Georgian Immigrants in 
Turkey 9  online  vol  LVI   pp  

9  ccessed 9 ugust 
   ice  afkasya dan The Immigrations from Caucasus to 

the natolia  nkara  99
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dana  onya  Eski ehir  olu  orum  masya  Tokat  ursa  neg l  D ce  
G lc k  alova  Gemlik  Esenk y  er ifon  G nen  umra  G l a  and 

nkara  inally  the last group consists of on uslim Georgian living in 
Istan ul in particular  They immigrated to Istan ul at different times during 
the ttoman Era  The settlement of the Georgian immigrants in natolia as 
a very signi cant process  The year 9  as the most important date of this 
process   hen Georgia fell under the oviet nion s administration in 9  
the Turkish oviet order as determined during the same year  Conse uently  
the permanence of Georgian immigrants in Turkey has gained certainty from 
this time to present  

The total num er of Georgians living in Turkey is controversial  
 o ever  

according to arimova and Deverell  there are nearly  Georgians in 
Turkey  The estimation elonging to ilo lu  on the other hand  is entirely 
different than others 9 e makes the claim that there is roughly  to  million 
Georgians in Turkey  This estimate seems to e e aggerated compared to those 
mentioned a ove  The reason is that the num er of Georgians living in Turkey 

as a out  in 9  imilarly  ndre s suggests that  according to 
the 9  CE  there ere  declared persons speaking Georgian as 
a mother tongue and 9  declared persons speaking Georgian as second 
language  It is clear  ho ever  that there is no certain and of cial information 
related to the population of the Georgian immigrants living in Turkey

  utkarad e  
   ilo lu   l nce T rkiye de G rc  yleri  undred ears ago Georgian 

Villages in Turkey   n   99  pp  
  G l  
  
   arimova and E  Deverell  “ inorities in Turkey  online  
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It might e useful to clarify the terms uha ir  and Cvene uri  in order 
to identify the Georgians  The reason is that these t o terms assist in etter 
understanding the Georgians  s a ord  uha ir is derived from the ra ic 
language  In Turkish  this ord refers to the immigrant  the displaced  and 
the separated from homeland  ccording to utkarad e  the term “ uha ir 
Georgian  as used at the end of the 9th century to descri e the Georgians ho 
migrated from Georgia to natolia  The Georgian immigrants  ho ever  have 
not preferred this term  They have selected Cvene uri as a term to descri e 
themselves in preference to uha ir immigrants  ccording to ilo lu  the 
main reason for this preference is that the Georgians living in Turkey ant 
to identify themselves differently from oth on uslim Georgians and the 

ttoman Turks    utkarad e argues that this term  Cvene uri  oth internal 
and e ternal  has ma or national and emotional value for the Georgian people

Georgian immigrants ho immigrated to natolia generally concentrated 
together  utkarad e suggests that Georgian immigrants have mostly preferred 
settlements in natolia hich are similar to their homeland in terms of natural 
structure and climatic conditions  In a short period  Georgian immigrants have 
constructed eautiful houses in these places  e also notes that there ere 
e cellent mos ues and schools in the villages esta lished y the Georgians  

rom this evidence  it may e concluded that the Georgian immigrants adopted 
natolia as their home and did not consider returning to their homeland  G l 

also makes the claim that Georgian immigrants migrated to natolia ith the 
intention of remaining there permanently  n the other hand  ilo lu declares 
that this situation has changed since 9  given that  after this date  the rst 

  utkarad e  
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Georgian cultural centres ere esta lished  furthermore  Turkey and Georgia 
entered into a closer relationship after this date 9

ccording to ndre s  all Georgians in Turkey are nearly ilingual  
evertheless  Georgian seems to e only roadly used in family life  n the 

other hand  Turkish is not only used for contacts ith the outside orld ut also 
is utilised in family life  This sho s that Georgian is utilised only in family 
life   agnarella argues that language therefore function s  as a sym ol of 
identity in the private setting of family life

Georgian immigrants are identi ed ith Turkishness and Islam  agnarella 
states that although they regard themselves as Georgians  they also identify as 

uslims and Turkish Citi ens  e also claims that Georgians share the same 
moral codes ith the Turkish people  The implications of this situation can 
e seen in life  arimova and Deverell  for e ample  suggest that Georgians 

generally intermarry ith Turks  They claim that as ana  uslims  the 
Georgian immigrants pool the same religious identity as native Turks  This 
circumstance leads to a close relationship et een Turks and the Georgian 
immigrants  einforcing this idea  ndre s points out that close relationship 

ith most Turkish people is facilitated y the ana  denomination in the 
religion  ilo lu  ho ever  states that  after 9  the Georgians living in 
Turkey have preferred to identify themselves as Georgian  e also points out 
that  although Georgian immigrants generally follo  the ana  denomination  
they utilise different orship places  

9  ilo lu  
  ndre s  
  ilo lu  
  agnarella   p  
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It can e said that a considera le num er of Georgian immigrants have 
moved to cities y leaving their villages  oreover  many people from different 
ackgrounds and cities in Turkey have moved to the Georgian immigrants  

villages  It can e argued that almost all Georgian villages have a mi ed 
composition and that the people living in these villages use the same places 
of orship   

Georgian immigrants have lived separated for many years from their 
homeland  This separation has an impact on the emotions that Georgians have 

ith regards to their mainland  agnarella notes that  eyond the physical 
distance from Georgian lands  the long years of the Cold ar further separated 
Georgians from their ethnic kin  e also states  ho ever  that hen Georgian 
immigrants address their ancestral land  they reveal no sense of national 
separateness  s a conse uence  Georgian clothing  food  practices and 
language are almost interchangea le ith that of the Turkish culture 9

Today  it is a fact that the Georgians living in Turkey have lived a ay from 
their homeland for many years  ith the e ception of the Georgians living 
in the environs of rtvin  lthough the dispersal of these people from their 
original homeland is one of the distinctive features of diaspora  afran argues 
that physical dispersion does not automatically connote diaspora  This 
suggests that it is uite impossi le to identify the Georgian immigrants as a 
diasporic community only ecause of this feature  

The uestion then arises of hether there are any speci c criteria to 
identify a community as diasporic or not  ccording to utler  four dimensions 
may assist in identifying any community  the reasons for and conditions of 
the relocation  the relationships ith the homeland  the relationships ith the 
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hostland  and interrelationships ithin the diasporan group  imilarly  afran 
suggests that these criteria partly allo  us to identify immigrants as a diaspora  
the maintenance of homeland language  having culturally speci c institutions  
the imagining of a return to the homeland  and the link ith the homeland

e shall proceed to e plain hether utilising the term “Georgian 
Diaspora  is convenient according to these criteria  irstly  the ma ority of the 
Georgian immigrants have maintained their mother tongue in their family life  

evertheless  there has een a dramatic increase in younger generations  Even 
the vast ma ority of them  speci cally living in the est of Turkey  cannot 
speak their motherland language  rgua ly  using the host land language has 
een a necessity for Georgian immigrants their hole lives  s a conse uence  

Georgian immigrants are gradually forgetting their motherland language  
hen considering afran s rst criterion i e  the maintenance of homeland 

language  it might e said that this situation does not implicitly allo  us to 
identify the Georgian community as a diasporic population   

econdly  the Georgian immigrants had almost no relationship ith 
their homeland until 9   ilo lu also states that there as no movement 
organised y the Georgian people to reinforce their motherland country in 
Turkey until 9  ccording to G l  the main reason ehind this is that the 
integration of the Georgians had already een completed and that they generally 
identi ed themselves as eing Turkish  Thirdly  the Georgians do not make a 
distinction  e cept using Cvhene uri  et een themselves and Turkish people  
It can e o served that oth the Georgian immigrants and Turkish people have 
similar concepts for the land here they live  evertheless  in this sense  there 
is a clear distinction et een Georgian immigrants and the Georgians living in 
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Georgia  This suggests that the Georgian community may not e identi ed as 
a diaspora  inally  Georgian immigrants have een living in Turkey for many 
years  It is o vious that they live physically separate from their homeland  

oreover  it has een claimed that there is almost no dream of returning to 
their homeland among the Georgian immigrants  This feature of the Georgian 
community also makes a distinction et een diasporas and other kinds of 
communities  such as refugee and immigrant  according to utler criteria

The Georgian community is one of the most important components of 
Turkish society  s an ethnic group  it seems possi le to say that they are not a 
clannish community due to the fact that there is almost no separatist movement 
to ard The epu lic of Turkey historically  It seems that the integration 
process of the Georgian immigrants to natolia has een completed  t the 
present time  many Georgian immigrants identify themselves as uslims 
and Turkish Citi ens  evertheless  after 9  the num er of immigrants 
preferring to identify themselves as Georgian has increased   ccording to the 
Turkish Constitution  Georgian immigrants are citi ens of The epu lic of 
Turkey like native Turks  oreover  they have the same rights as ethnic Turks  

lthough they retain several of their old customs  they have almost no 
dreams of returning to their homeland  or e ample  mem ers of diasporas 
generally visit their homeland many times during a single year  The mem ers 
of diasporas ant to invest their money in their homeland  They follo  their 
homeland e sites  TV channels and ne spapers  ll these have een done 
in order to maintain a healthy relationship ith their homeland   o ever  
Georgian immigrants in particular living in the est side of Turkey do not 
fre uently visit   their ancestral lands  lso  most of them are not particularly 
interested in either follo ing their homeland s media or investing their money 
in their homeland   The situation for Georgian immigrants living in the environs 
of rtvin is uite different  s it has een mentioned efore  they have already 
lived in their motherland  It can e said that it does not seem possi le to identify 
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Georgian immigrants as a diasporic community  evertheless  Georgian 
immigrants  particularly after 9  may have a minor similarity to diasporas    

s a conse uence  the Georgian immigrants living in Turkey can e identi ed 
as an ethnic minority group  o ever  it should e noted that further research 
shall e re uired in order to o tain a more profound kno ledge a out the 
Georgian immigrants in Turkey and their e act categorisation
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