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Abstract 

The measures taken to prevent the spread of the virus during the Covid-19 process have caused many 
people to be unemployed, deepening the problem of income inequality. On the other hand, it is predicted that 
the replacement of existing jobs by robots and automation in parallel with technological developments will 
increase the loss of welfare in society. Therefore, both the pandemic and technological developments have led 
to the re-discussion of basic income on the agenda of many countries. Basic income, in the most general sense, 
is the unconditional and regular cash payments provided to all individuals in society. In this respect, it is 
considered recognized citizenship right only because of being human. 

The study aims to address the issue of Universal Basic Income in the context of social justice and human 
rights and states that it is possible to develop and implement various tools, especially tax policies. In addition, 
it is emphasized that the Universal Basic Income application will increase income justice in macro terms, as 
well as reduce the poverty of individuals in the micro context and facilitate their access to labour markets. 
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Extended Abstract 

The measures taken to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 virus have affected working life. 
In this process, there was a significant decrease in working hours and an increase in unemployment 
rates. On the other hand, the rapid development of technology and the widespread use of robotics 
and automation create important transformations in the labour market and cause concerns that it will 
increase unemployment rates. Unemployment and increasing income inequality with the 
globalization process lead to the importance of approaches to re-establish social welfare. In this 
context, discussions on universal basic income come to the fore as important social policy 
implementation.  

This study aims to emphasize the importance of universal basic income in terms of ensuring 
human rights and social justice and to indicate that basic income can be applied through the provision 
of various financial resources such as tax policies. Basic income is the unconditional and regular 
payment of cash by the state to individuals. This is defined as a fundamental right of citizenship. 
The concept of universal basic income is closely related to basic income. Universal basic income is 
defined as a social right and includes a fair approach to social inequality. The concept of universal 
basic income, which is closely related to basic income, is defined as a social right and includes a fair 
approach to social inequality. Universal basic income practices were institutionalized in 1986 with 
the establishment of the Basic Income European Network/BIEN. As the basic income network 
became widespread in the world over the years, this institution was named the Basic Income Earth 
Network (BIEN) in 2004. Guy Standing, Philippe van Parijs, the founders of BIEN, are also the 
most important advocates of universal basic income. Universal basic income is an effective 
intervention method against problems such as poverty, unemployment caused by technology, and 
social inequality. Therefore, the universal basic income application is a system that should be offered 
to individuals as a right of citizenship to ensure social justice. 

In this study, the most successful examples of universal basic income, Universal Basic 
Income Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend, Manitoba Guaranteed Annual Income, and India Pradesh 
Unconditional Cash Transfer applications are included. The Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend 
makes a positive contribution to reducing poverty and eliminating income inequality. Manitoba 
Guaranteed Annual Income was implemented as a social inclusion project in the face of rising 
poverty rates. The project provides cash transfers to poor, unemployed, elderly, and disabled 
individuals without the need for any income checks. India Madhya Pradesh Unconditional Cash 
Transfer, on the other hand, provided significant empowerment against social stigma and risks to 
the most disadvantaged segments of society, especially women, girls, the disabled, the elderly, and 
the unemployed. Pilot studies have made a significant contribution to individuals' access to 
economic opportunities. 

The most important policy of Turkey in the fight against poverty is the social aid practices 
made by public institutions and organizations, local government, and non-governmental 
organizations. In Turkey, social assistance is applied as general assistance and non-contributory 
payments to the unemployed, without social security, poor, elderly, disabled, and needy individuals 
by the principle of the social state. In general, the fact that it consists of conditional cash transfers 
and is not based on individuals reduces the effectiveness of the aid. In addition, the fact that 
individuals in need are subject to income surveys exposes them to the risk of stigmatization. 
Individuals tend to unregistered employment due to the insufficient amount of social assistance. 
Therefore, it has a negative impact on the labour market and causes a loss in the tax revenues of the 
state in terms of the economy. 

As a result of this study, social assistance in Turkey should be arranged in such a way as to 
create an opportunity to participate in social life and labour markets. The implementation of social 
assistance in a more centralized and regular system seems possible with a universal basic income. 
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With right-based and fair universal basic income support, it is possible to achieve significant 
developments in the level of social welfare. 
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