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Abstract

The tax-farming system was known and widely employed in both the east
and west, down to the development of modern bureaucracy for the financing of
pre-modern states. Tax-farming was not confined to collect avariz levies only, but
also used to collect certain other taxes or revenues in the empire. Looking at the
entries in avarizhane and niizul register we are not in a position to give a clear-cut
explanation of the workings of the iltizam system within the avériz system in
Karaman eyaleti. A more specific study of mukataa records in conjunction of
avariz and nuzul registers for Karaman eyaleti over the 17th cnetury may be the
most fruitful approach for this purpose. Due to the nature of the sources used,
therefore, we will explore certain aspects of iltizam within the boundries of avariz-
tax system. In this paper we will try to examine the advance payment pattern over
the time span that the avariz and niizul registers permit us to do. This will aim to
discover, the actual time duration, the kind of people involved within the tax-
farming system and the collection of avériz levies, and their possible links with
state apparatus throughout the century.

Ozet

Bashakanlik Osmanli Arsivindeki avériz ve niizul defterlerinin temel basvuru
kaynagi olarak kullanildigi bu calisma Karaman Eyéleti drneginde 17. Y Uzyil
Osmanli Méliyes iginde 6nemli bir konum da olan avériz vergilerinin toplanmasini
lltizam sisteminin ideyis acisndan ele amaktadir. lltizan sisteminin ideyis
icerisnde Multezimlerin 6demis olduklari toplam akge mikdarlarindan hareketle
Odemes yapilan pardar ile ilgili, incelemeye ainan zaman dilimi (1650-1700)
gercevesinde, bir sstemin gelistirilip gelistirilmedigi konusu degerlendirecek.
Avériz/nizul defterleri Gzerinde yapilan sistematik incelemeler neticesinde avériz
vergi sistemi icerisinde gorllen iltizamlarin slires ve miltezimlerin devlet
icerisindeki baglantilari hakkinda degerlendirmelerde bulunulmaktadir.
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1- Introduction

The avariz levies were among the most important of the regular
sources of government revenue in the Ottoman empire during the
seventeenth century, but there has been relatively little study of them.
Originating in the late fifteenth century as irregular imposts levied at times
of military need, it is clear that by the first quarter of the seventeenth
century avariz and related levies had become virtually annua levies
throughout the majoriy of the Rumelian ard Anatolian provinces.*

2- |Itizam (tax-farming) in the Avariztax System

Scholars dealing with Ottoman socio-economic history have generally
considered the Ottoman iltizam as tax-farming.? Farming the revenue and
contracting its collection is called iltizam, and the miltezm is known as a
tax-farmer. The term miiltezim was used for those who, from the mid-16™
century onwards, collected taxes and dues on behalf of the Ottoman
treasury. Generally speaking, iltizam means every kind of tax-collecting in
the name of the state is undertaken by private individuals but is down to
their own responsibility to collect the said amound. The officials who
collected revenues for the Treasury could either deliver all the proceeds
while drawing a saary, or could buy the right to retain the proceeds
themselves by paying the Treasury an agreed sum in advance. This system
is known as the iltizam.®

The tax-farming system was known and widely employed in both the
east and west, down to the development of modern bureaucracy for the
financing of pre-modern states. Tax-farming was not confined to collect
avariz levies only, but also used to collect certain other taxes or revenues in
the empire.*

As Darling points out, numerous local and regional studies will be
required to produce a satisfactory account of the operation of the tax-
farming system as a whole. Here we will try to examine the advance
payment pattern over the time span that the avariz and niizul registers permit
us to do. This will aim to discover, the actua time duration, the kind of
people involved within the tax-farming system and the collection of avériz
levies, and their possible links with state apparatus throughout the century.

As far as we can tdl from the information given in the avariz and
nizul registers the vast mgority of taxfarmers who aso acted as
avariz/nizul collectors, in carrying out the collection job in Karaman
eyaleti, were officials working in the administrative apparatus i.e. gumrik
emini, defterdar pasa agasi, sadriazam kapi kethidasi, basbakikulu etc. or
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officers of certain branches in Istanbul. Although our findings are limited to
the provincia level, they still support Yugo Nagatas assumption that "the
majority of Turkish miltezims living in Istanbul were officials working in
administrative apparatus ..."> Having sid that however, for the empire-
wide generaisation further research is needed. Many of these avariz
collectors within the avariz system may have been members of the standing
army since we cannot determine from their names and initials to what extent
the military personnel were involved. It should be noted here that severa
collectors in the second half of the century are identified only as'aga’ and it
is not always possible to say whether they were also connected to the central
administration or were loca men in the various livas. Unless stated
otherwise in the documents, ‘aga’ is taken here to refer to men of military
background.®

Looking at the entries in avarizhane and niizul register we are not in a
position to give a clear-cut explanation of the workings of the iltizam system
within the avariz system in Karaman eyaleti. A more specific study of
mukataa records in conjunction of avariz and niizul registers for Karaman
eyaleti over the 17th cnetury may be the most fruitful approach for this
purpose. Due to the nature of the sources used, therefore, we will explore
certain aspects of iltizam within the boundries of avariz-tax system. Having
examined the entries in quite a number of registers we can say that the time
duration for an iltizam of avéariz and nizul collection in Karaman eyaleti
was confined to just one year, over the entire period under the present study.

Relying on the information given in these particular registers we
cannot determine how much money the tax-farmers when acting as a
avariz/nizul collector actually collected, compared to the money with which
they delivered to the state treasury.” Since it was illegal to collect more tax
then required therefore, if the real amount of the money collected was
higher than what was expected, then the tax-farmers may have not reported
it, or would have hiden the real amount. In this regard, without presenting
an archival evidence/document Josef Matuz argued that the central
government turned a blind eye to this practice, because of its own interests.®
A more specific study of mukataa records in conjuction of avérizhane
registers for Karaman eyaleti over the 17" century may be the most fruitful
approach for this purpose. Our study here relies mainly on the avarizhane
and bedel-i nizul registers which presents data on the nature of iltizam;
whether it was for the cashavariz or bedel-i nizul, the miltezim's identity,
whether they were a Muslim or a non-Muslim, the dates and the amount of
advanced payments if they were made, the names of kefils/guarantorsif they
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were recorded in the document, and some additional information such as the
change of miltezim, or the nature of the collection. All of this information
that is available in our sources will be useful in putting together a full
picture of iltizamsin the avariz system in Karaman eyaleti, and assessing, to
a limited degree, the economic and personnel changes that occured over
time.

As it has aready been pointed out by a number of scholars, the
Ottoman administration of revenue in the middle of the 16™ century did not
demand the payment for the avariz tax collection/tax-farming in advance.
During this period iltizams could adso have been awarded without
kefils/guarantors. If it had been paid in advance, there would have been no
need for appointing wealthy guarantors.® As far as avariz and niizul levies
are concerned from the mid-17" century onwards the appointments of
avariz and bedel-i niizul collectors in advance, were connected to payments
made in advance. There are a number of cases, which will be presented in
detail below, in the avarizhane deftersto support this.

Table 1 below displays the advance payment for avariz and niizul
collection in Karaman eyaleti as a whole, during the second half of the 17"
century. It becomes immediately clear from the table that the advance
payments were not fixed, and were left open for certain arrangemnents
according to the conditions based on the certra government's expectation.
For example, the first register used, indicates that the advance payments
were made both for the cash avériz and bedel-i nizul collection in the
province, while some other registers show that advance payment was made
for either the cash avériz or niizul separately, or both. As appears from the
table below that there is no consistent picture for the advance payments over
time. As far as we can tell from the entries in a number of avérizhane
registers, the advance payments were nade both for the cash avariz and
bedel-i ntizul in the years 1658, 1674, 1675 and 1678. Sometimes there is no
information or indication in the register to suggest whether or not such
payments were made for the collection of avariz and nizul levies though the
collection itself was carried out. Relying on the existing information we can
also suggest that there is no link between the money collected and the
advance payments. The lowest advance payment ever made for the cash
avariz collection in the province, for the year of 1691, was 240,000 akge.

As it is dready known that from the establishment of the Ottoman
empire, anyone who was financialy wealthy and secure, no matter what
religion or ethnic group they came from, could be entrusted with an emanet
or iltizam!® As a result of this policy, a great number of Jews and
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Christians took part in the very profitable business of tax-farming. As far as
the entries in the avariz and niizul registers are concerned, there was no nor
Muslim involvement as miltezim for the avariz and nizul collection in
Karaman eyaleti in the 17*" century. All listed people are Muslim by name,
though they may not have been born into a Mudlim family.

The question to bear in mind is what was the miltezmdtax-farmers
interest for being actively involved with an iltizam? This question can be
answered only after we have acquired data on the miltezim's income of two
kinds, contrasted to each other. For example, if the miltezms's earning was
much higher than a 'modest' assumption below it, then he can be considered
corrupt. It is not clear from the entries in the registers what the amount of
money being earned was, by these individuals, or being given to them as a
salary, since it has not been mentioned in the documents, in great detail.
However, from the earliest entries in these registers, we know that until the
first half of the 17" century the collectorsmiibasirs of the avariz and niizul
levies received from 7 to 26 akce as a daily payment. In the case of certain
people this amount increased up to 50 akge per day, according to their ranks
or status,** athough it is quite difficult to prove this. If we accept that an
avarage payment was of 15 akce per day, then consequently the annual
salary would be 5475 akge.'? Considering this fact, it provides an interesting
insight into the Ottoman tax-farming system.

Table 1: Advance payment in the Province of Karaman, 1658-1700

Register Date Paymentin  Payment in yiik/kise akce, gurus
akce

MM3810  1068/1658 1,000,000 25 kise akge

MM3354  1074-75/1665 600,000 6yiik akce

MM2783  1075/1665 500,000 5yiik akce

MM3836  1078/1668 800,000 8yuk akge

KK2651 1079/1669 800,000 8yuk akge

KK2653 1080/1670 500,000 5yik akge

MM2412 1083/1673 400,000 4yik akce

KK2659 1084/1674 1,200,000 12 yiik akge

MM2505  1085/1675 1,000,000 25 kise akge

KK2665 1086/1676 1,000,000 10 yuk akge

MM3830 1086/1676 1,200,000 10,000 gurus (1esg=120 akge)

MM3841 1088/1678 1,200,000 12 yiik akge

MM3909  1089/1679 3,600,000  3yiik esedi gurus (1esg=120 akce)

MM2805  1097/1687 540,000 4500 gurus (1esg=120 akce)

MM9480  1100/1689 360,000 3000 gurus (1esg=120 akce)

MM2793  1103/1691 240,000 2000 gurus (1esg=120 akce)

MM3807  1108/1696 600,000 5000 gurus (1esg=120 akge)

MM3820  1111/1699 352,000 4000 gurus (1esg=88 akce)
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It is possible to present here what the actual documents inform us on
the advance payments. In MM 3810 register, dated 1070/1660, it records the
avarizhanes of the provinces both in Rumeli and Anadolu. There is the
name of a certain gimrik emini Siyavus Aga, as the collector of the avériz
taxes in the province of Karaman for the year 1068/1658 who had paid 25
kise (25 x 40,000 = 1,000,000 akge) in advance for the collection of avariz
and bedel-i niizul levies.®® Another entry, in KK2653 Anadolu ve Rumli
eyaletleri avarizhaneleri defteri, dated 1080/1670, also indicates that
payments had been made in advance of the actual collection. Defterdar
Pasa Agalarindan Osman Pasazade Ahmed Bey had paid 5 yuk akge (5 x
100,000 = 500,000 akce) in advance in order to be able to get the avériz
collection certificate in Karaman eyaleti for the given year. Later on it
happened that his collection certificate was taken away for some unknown
reasons, and someone by the name of Sadriazam Kapu Kethiidasi Ali Aga
was assigned to the avériz collection of the province. We are not able to find
out the amount of money he had paid in advance, although the text mentions
that he had to pay for this job, but it does not give any further details. For
this reason, it is not possible to make a comparison between the two
payments for the same province.'*

In MM 3354 Anadolu ve Rumeli eyaletleri avarizhaneleri bedel-i nuizul
defteri, dated 1074/75-1665, an imperial degree has been given to the
Bostancilar odabasis Mehmed Aga (the man in charge of the imperia
guards or commander of the imperial quards) who had paid 6 yuk akce (6 x
100,000 = 600,000 akce) in advance for bedel-i niizul collection in Karaman
evaleti.’® Another entry in MM2783 Anadolu ve Rumeli eyaletleri
avarizhaneleri defteri dated 1075/1665 indicates that payment had been
made in advance for the avariz collection in Karaman eyéaleti for the given
year. He had to pay 5 yik akce (5 x 100,000 = 500,000 akge) in advance. It
seems, however, that he either did not, or could not, pay that amount of
money in advance. What he did pay to the treasury is 2 yuk and 90,000 akce
(2 x 100,000 + 90,000 = 290,000 akce). For the remaining money, he was
alowed to pay it in within less then a month's time. *°

In MM3003 register, dated 1076/1666, Hasodabas Agais assigned as
the collector of both the avariz and bedel-i niizul for the province of
Karaman of the given year. There is no mention in the text that he had to
pay in advance for his appointment to this job.}’ An entry in MM3836
register, dated 1078/1668, indicates that 8 yik akce (8 x 100,000 = 800,000
akce) payment had been made in advance by Hasodabas Aga in Edirne for
the avariz collection in the kazas and livas within the entire province of
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Karaman.'® The register KK2651, dated 1080/1670, lists Kapu Kethiidasi
Ali Aga as the collector for the year 1079/1669. He had to pay the same
amount of money that had been paid in the previous year, at 8 yuk akge.
There is no indication in the document that Kethida Ali Aga himself was
able to pay that amount of money in advance since the advance, money was
not paid by Kethida Ali Aga, but from the imperia treasury (rikab-i
himayundan). It is quite possible that he was such a trusty person that the
central government could have assigned him to this post without any
personal payment for the avariz collection.’® MM2790, dated 1082/1672,
lists Ali Aga as the collector of the avariz in the province of Karaman and
there is no mention in the text whether or not Ali Aga did make an advance
payment. What is mentioned in the text is that his collection was guaranteed
by a certain Ismail Aga who was an inhabitant (sdkinan-i Kayseri) in the
city of Kayseri. So, thisisthe first time that the potential avariz tax collector
had produced a guarantor to the central government in order to be able to
perform the collection job for the province of Karaman. In the iltizam
system, however, it is not unusua to see such situations like this, but as far
as our sources are concerned this s the exceptional case, since there is no
other example up to this register we could refer t0.2° MM2412, dated
1083/1673, lists Abdulmuin Aga, a member of standing army (ulufeli) in the
liva of Icil as avariz collector; he had paid 4 yik akce (4 x 100,000 =
400,000 akce) in advance for performing the avériz collection in the
province.”* KK2659 register, dated 1084/1674, informs us hat Mahmud
Aga had paid 12 yuk akge (12 x 100,000 = 1,200,000 akge) in advance for
both avariz and bede -i niizul for the year 1083/1673.%2

An entry in MM2505 register, dated 1085/1675, indicates that
Mahmud Aga, kethiida of the mirahur-i evvel Ibrahim Aga hed paid 25 kise
akce (25 x 40,000 = 1,000,000 akge) in advance for the collection of both
avariz and bede-i niizul for the year 1084/1674.2 An entry in KK2665
register, dated 1086/1676, indicates that mirahur-i evvel Ibrahim Aga who
was listed as an acting collector of both avériz and bedel-i nizul in the
province for the year 1085/1675 had paid 10 yiUk akce (10 x 100,000 =
1,000,000 akge) in advance.?* Another entry in MM3830 register, dated
1091/1680, lists Mustafa Aga as avariz and bedel-i nizul collector for the
year 1086/1676 in the province of Karaman, and he had paid 10,000 gurus,
or 1,200,000 akge, in advance. This means that 1 gurus is equa to 120 akge.
From this calculation 10,000 x 120 = 1,200,000 akce. Hamza Aga who was
the 'man’ of mirahur-i evve Ibrahim Aga acted as a guarantor on behalf of
Mustafa Aga before the central government.”® MM3841 register, dated
1088/1678, lists Mehmed Aga, the 'man’ of Altunicok Ali Aga and an
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inhabitant of 1lgin, as the avariz and bedel-i nizul collector for the province
of Karaman for the year 1087/1677. Mehmed Aga had paid 12 yik akce (12
x 100,000 = 1,200,000 akge) in advance for both the avariz and bedel-i
nizul collections. It is clear from the text that a certain Hayrullah Aga acted
asaguarantor on behalf of Mehmed Aga, before central government.?®

MM3909 register, dated 1089/1679, lists Omer Aga as the collector
for the province of Karaman for the year 1088/1678, and that Omer Aga had
paid 3 yuk esedi gurus (3 x 100,000 = 300,000 esedi gurus, 300,000 x 120
akce = 3,600,000 akce)?’ in advance, in order to be able to act as avariz
collector for the province. It is clear from the available information given in
the text that Omer Aga did not collect bedel -i niizul for the year in question,
and that the former mitesellim (deputy lieutenant-governor and local
collector of taxes and tithes) of the province of Saruhan acted on behalf of
Omer Aga as guarontor.?® MM2805 register lists Halil Aga as the avariz
collector for the province in the year 1097/1687. Halil Aga had paid 4500
gurus (120 x 4500 = 540,000 akge) in advance, for the collection.
Bezzasitani Mustafa Aga, who was a resident of Hocapasa in Istanbul, acted
as a guarantor for him.?° Entries in MM 9480 register show that e hac Halil
Aga had paid 3000 gurus (120 x 3000 = 360,000 akce) in advance for the
avariz collection in the entire province in the year 1100/1689.%

An entry in MM2793 register dated 1103/1691 shows that Mustafa
Aga had paid 2,000 gurus (120 x 2000 = 240,000 akge) in advance for the
collection of avariz and bedel-i nlizul levies in the province of Karaman for
the year in 1104/1692. Two people, namely Osman Aga and Hiseyin Aga
were registered in the document as his guarantors.3® Another entry in
MM 3807 register, dated 1108/1696, lists Kara Saban Aga, an inhabitant of
Kayseri, as the avériz and bedel-i nizul collector in the province of
Karaman for the 1107/1695. Kara Saban Aga had paid 5,000 gurus (120 x
5000 = 600,000 akce) in advance for the collection. Abdulkerim Aga,
treasurer of Kopriliizade Mustafa Pasa, and (....) Aga was his guarantor.®?
MM3820 register dated 1111/1699, indicates that e-Hac Mehmed Efendi
had paid 4,000 gurus (88 x 4000 = 352,000 akge) in advance for the avériz
and bedel-i niizul collection in Karaman eyaleti for the year 1110/1699.%

3- Conclusion

The registers are where all the appointees to avariz and niizul levies
are recorded by their name, and the registers provide the data on which our
research for this paper is based. We have seen that the tax-farmers of avariz
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and niizul levies had various socia origins. But the relative importance of
these origins changed over time and aso the status of the avariz and nizul
candidates that they held before attaining those of the avariz and ntzul
collectors, aso is recorded as some change.

The present study shows that there was no non-Muslim involvement
recorded in the registers as either the collector or miltezim/tax-farmer for
the avariz and niizul levies in the province of Karaman in the 17" century,
though non-Muslims may have been involved in this job in some other parts
of the empire, during the same period.

As far as the advance payment is concerned, there appears to be no
clear pattern of advance payment scheme that developed over time. In some
cases the miiltezims had to pay an advance payment for both the cash avariz
and bedel-i nizul. The simple fact appeared of advance payments being
apparently required from c.1658 onwards, while it was not required
previoudy at al. The maximum advance payment made that is recorded in
the registers was 3,600,000 akge which occurred in 1089/1679, while the
minimum was 240,000 akge which occurred in 1103/1691.

The time duration for al the iltizams for avariz and nuzul levies in the
province was limited to one year. As has already been shown, in some cases
the miltezims had to produce one or two guarantors, while in other cases
they did not. Most collectors of avariz and niizul levies, and those of
miltezims, appeared in person to collect the levies. It should also be noted
here that occasionally an officially appointed collector delegated the task to
a subordinate, and this was recorded in the registers.
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FOOTNOTES

More on this see Siileyman Demirci, The Functioning of Ottoman Avariz Taxation: An
Aspect of the Relationship Between Centre and Periphery: A Case Sudy of the
Province of Karaman, 1621-1700, Unpublished Ph.D Thesis, (University of Durham,
Durham-England, 2001).

Layos Fekete, the well-known Hungarian historian of the Ottoman studies disagreed
with this opinion, in so far as he declared the view that in the case of iltizam, one
cannot speak of tax farming. For an evaluation of Fekete's view on Ottoman |ltizamsee
Josef Matuz's work below.

For the definitions see Haim Gerber, “Mukata’a”, EI%, VI (1993): 508; Fatma Mge
Gogek, "Miltezim”, EI?, 111 (1969-71): 550-551: Halil Inalcik, "Military and Fiscal
Transformation in the Ottoman Empire, 1600-1700", AO, VI (1980): 327-333; "Kdy,
Koylii ve Imparatorluk,” in Osmanli Imparatorlugu-Toplum ve Ekonomi Uzerinde
Arsiv Calismalairi, Incelemeler, (Eren Yayincilik, Istanbul, 1993): 1-14; Tayyip
Gokbilgin, XV-XVI. Asirlarda Edirne ve Pasa Livasi: Vakiflar-Mulkler-Mukataalar,
Istanbul Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Yayinlari, (Istanbul: Ugler Basimevi, 1952):
87-160; Mustafa Akdag, Turkiye'nin Iktisadi ve Igtimai Tarihi 1453-1559, (Val. 2:
Tekin Yayinevi, Istanbul, 1979): 334-69; On the nature of the Ottoman iltizamsystem
in the seventeenth century see Abdul Rahim Abdul Rahman & Yuzo Nagata, The
Iltizam System in Egypt and Turkey: A comparative Study, Journal of Asian and
African Sudies, 14 (1977): 169-194 [Re-printed in Y uzo Nagata Studies on the Social
and Economic History of the Ottoman Empire, Akademi Kitabevi, Izmir, 1995:; 57-81];
Ahmet Tabakoglu, Gerileme Dénemine Girerken Osmanli Maliyesi: 117-135; Murat
Cizakca, “Tax-Farming and Financial Decentralization in the Ottoman Economy,
1520-1697”, Journal of European Economic History, 22 (1993): 219-50; Linda
Darling, Revenue-Raising and Legitimacy. Especialy chapter 4. Taxation Without
Assessment? Tax Farming (Itizam): 119-160. At the end of the 17" century the
Treasury introduced the malikane, a new method of taxfarming. For the
transformation of the Ottoman mukataa system at the end of el century and
aftermaths see Mehmet Geng, “Osmanli Maliyesinde Malikane Sistemi”, in Tirkiye
Iktisat Tarihi Semineri, Metinler/Tartismalar, (ed.) Osman OKYAR, (Ankara
Hacettepe Universitesi Yayinlari, 1975): 231-291; For a published summary mukataa
register with additional comments see Rhoads Murphey, Regional Structure in the
Ottoman Economy: A Sultanic Memorandum of 1636 A.D. Concerning the Sources and
Uses of the Tax-Farm Revenues of Anatolia and the Coastal and Northern Portions of
Syria, (Wiesbaden, 1987).

Linda Darling, Revenue-Raising and Legitimacy: Tax Collection and Finance
Administration in the Ottoman Empire 1560-1660, (New Y ork 1996): 121-122.

Abdul Rahim Abdul Rahman & Yuzo Nagata, "The Iltizam System in Egypt and
Turkey: A comparative Study"”, in Yuzo Nagata, Studies on the Social and Economic
History of the Ottoman Empire, (Akademi Kitabevi, 1zmir, 1995): 73.

"Yeniceri ocagi zaditlerine umumiyetle 'aga’ denilirdi.” Cited in Mehmed Zeki Pakalin,
Osmanli Tarih Terimleri ve Deyimleri S6zligu, vol.1, (Istanbul 1946): 21; for a
detailed examination of avériz and nlzul collectors in the Ottoman empire, see
Slleyman Demirci, The Functioning of Ottoman Avariz Taxation: 187-228; cf. also
his, “Collectors of avariz and nlzul levies in the Ottoman Empire: A case study of the
Province of Karaman, 1621-1700", forthcoming paper.

170



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21

Sosyal Bilimler Engtitiisii Dergisi Sayi : 12 Yil : 2002 (159-172 s.)

On the amount of money collected in the province of Karaman, see Demirci, The
Functioning of Ottoman Avariz Taxation: 152-156, 168-174.

Josef Matuz, "Contribution to the Ottoman Institution of the Iltizam", OA, X1 (1991):
247-248.

Matuz, " The Ottoman Institution of the IItizam™: 247; Darling, Revenue-Raising: 156.

For non-Muslim involvement in taxfarming and tax collection see Haim Gerber,
"Jewish taxfarmers in the Ottoman Empire in the 16" and 17" centuries’, 1JTS, X
(1986): 143-154; Matuz, "The Ottoman Institution of the lltizam'. 246-249; Halil
Inalcik, “Tax Collection, Embezzlement and Bribery in Ottoman Finance,” Turkish
Studies Association Bulletin, 15 (1991): 327-46.

Josef Matuz's study indicates that some clerks but not al, involved in mukataa in the
16" century were paid 50 akce per day. See Matuz, "The Ottoman Institution of the
[ltizam": 248.

More on this, see Slileyman Demirci, "Collectors of avariz and niizul levies in the
Ottoman Empire. A case study of the province of Karaman, 1621-1700", forthcoming
paper.

"Der Eyéalet-i Karaman Gumruk emini olan Syavus Aga'ya eyalet-i mezburun avariz
ve bedel-i nuzul peksimed mihimmati iclin yirmibes kise pesin ile emr ve defteri

verilmisdir fi gurre-i Rebillahir sene 1068" MM3810: 44.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman Saadetlu defterdar Pasa Agalarindan Osman Pasazade Ahmed
Bey'e 5 yik akce pesin ile emr ve defteri verilmisdir. fi 3 Saban sene 1080. Badehu
mezbur Ahmed Bey ref' olunub Sadriazam kapu kethiidasi Ali Aga'ya deruhde olunub
pesini rikab-i himayun hazinesine teslim olunmak Uzere emr ve defterleri verilmisdir
be dest-i hazret-i defterdar pasa fi 26 Sevval sene 1080." KK2653: 47.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman Beysehirden maadasi bedel-i nizulu 6 yik akce pesin ile
odabasiya ferman olunmusdur. fi 8 Saban sene 1074 kusur pesin akgesini kendusu
Istanbul'da mah-i Saban-i serifin 15. giintine degin teslim eylemek tGzere bostancilar
odabasisin Mehmed Aga tarafindan emr ve defteri Kucuk Hasan Aga'ya verilmisdir."
MM3354: 15.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman Beysehir’den maadasi 5 yiik akce pesin ile odabasiya ferman
olunmusdur fi 8 Saban sene 1074. 2 yiik 90,000 akge pesini teslimi hazine olub maada
pesin mah-i Ramazanin 15. gunine degin isticvab getiirmek sartiyla emr ve defteri

bostancilar odabasisi Mehmed Aga tarafindan kiicik Hasan Aga'ya emr ve cefteri
verilmisdir fi 25..." MM2783.

MM3003.

"Der Eyéalet-i Karaman Eyalet-i mezburda vaki kadiliklarin emir ve defterleri
Edirne’ de 8 yuk akce pesin teslim eylemek lzere bil-fiil Hasodabasisi Mekremetli Aga
gonderilmisdir fi 14 Ramazan sene 1077." MM 3836: 37.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman 8 yik akce pesin rikab-i hiimayundan verilmek Uzere Kapi

Kethiudasi Ali Aga'ya emr ve defterleri gonderilmisdir fi 27 Saban sene 1079."
KK2651: 19.

MM2790.

"Der Eyéalet-i Karaman Saadetlu Kasim Pasa Hazretleri tarafindan 4 yik akge pesin
ile ulufeli miteferrikalarindan Igilde sakin Abdulmuin Aga'ya emr ve defteri verilub
ma'ruf ve naim olmagla Uzerine kayd oluna deyu ferman olmagin emr ve defteri

verilmisdir fi 24.... sene 1083." MM2412: 39.

171



22

23
24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Sosyal Bilimler Engtitiisii Dergisi Sayi : 12 Yil : 2002 (159-172 s.)

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman 12 yik akce pesin ile Slahdar Agasi Burunsuz Mustafa
Aga'nin oglu Mahmud Aga'ya emr ve defteri verilub Uzerine kayd oluna deyu ferman
olmagin bedel-i nizul ile maan vech-i mesruh Uzere kayd olunub mezbura emr ve
defteri verilmisdir fi 9 gurre-i Zilhicce sene 1083." KK2659: 38.

MM2505: 42.

"10 yik akce pesin ile emr-i defteri verilub h&l& mirahur-i ewel olan Ibrahim Aga
Uzerine kayd oluna deyu ferman olmagin emr ve defterleri Uzerine Ali yediyle
verilmisdir fi 13 Zilhicce sene 1085." KK2665.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman bedel -i ntizulu ile maan 10,000 kurus pesin ile mirahur-i evwel
Ibrahim Aga'ya tabi Hamza Aga kefaleti ile biyikli Hasan Aga'nin dayinleri Mustafa
Aga'ya kayd olunub emr-i[ve] defterleri verile deyu ferman olmagin mezbura emr-i
defterleri verilmisdir fi 5 Saban sene 1086." MM 3830: 40-43.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman bedel-i nizul ile maan 12 yik akge pesin ile Hayrullah Aga
kefaleti ile llgin’da sakin Altunicok Ali Aga'ya tabi Mehmed Aga'ya deruhde olunub
emr ve defteri verile deyu ferman olunmagin emr ve defteri verilmisdir fi 19 Ramazan
sene 1087." MM3841: 45-47.

Cf. Sevket Pamuk, Osmanli Imparatorlugunda Paranin Tarihi, (Tarih Vakfi Yurt
Yayinlari 73, Istanbul 1999):152 (Table 8.3).

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman 3 yik esedi gurus pesin ile sabikan Saruhan mitesellimi
Camesuy Ahmed Aga kefaletiyle Nigde sakinlerinden Omer Aga'ya emr ve defteri
verile deyu ferman olmagin mezbura emr ve defteri verilmisdir." MM3809: 36-38.
"Der Eyélet-i Karaman 4500 gurusi pesin ile Asitanede Hocapasa’'da sakin
Bezzasistani Mustafa Aga kefaletiyle sabika Halil Aga'ya verilmisdir ferman olmagin
verilmisdir." MM2805: 37-40.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman Sadr-i ali kapucular kethiidasi Ismail Aga'nin dayeni |smail
Aga ve deruhde iden Halil Aga biraderi Haci Veyis kefaletiyle 3000 gurus pesin ile el-
hac Halil Aga'ya ba- ferman emr-i defteri verilmisdir fi 2 Zilkade sene 1100."
MM9480: 68.

"Der Eyalet-i Karaman 2000 gurus pesin ile ...'li Osman Aga ve Hiseyin Aga
kefaletleriyle Mustafa Aga'ya [deruhde] olunub emr ve defteri verile deyu ferman-i
serif sadir olmagin verilmisdir fi 25 Muharrem sene 1103." MM2793: 47-49.

"5000 gurus pesin ile Kayseri sakinlerinden Kara Saban Agaya ... Zade Merhum
Mustafa pasa hazinedari Abdullah Aga kefaletiyle ve sabik Beysehir ... Hlseyin
Efendiye tabi ... Aga kefal etiyle ba-ferman-i serif merkum Saban Aga'ya emr ve defteri
verilmisdir. Fi 18. Safer sene 1107." MM3807: 33-34.

"4000 guruspesinile...-i ewel ... el-Hac Mehmed Efendiye emr ve defteri verile deyu
ferman sadir olmagla emr ve defteri verilmisdir. Fi 16 Receb sene 1110." MM3820:
29-31.
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